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P R E F A G E 

OF T I^ E EDIT O R 

I :^&/TStt/^<?«^s Two Tracts, 



FOR Reafo&s^ \vhich it is by no Means difficult to con? 
jedhiYe, thoagh it might be invidious, to date them, tfae 

' Bp: of Worcefter has not deigned to give a Place to the two 

following Trafts in his late magnificent Edition of Warburton's 

^ Works. . By republifhing them, however, without the Per- 

mUGon of the R» R. Editor, I mean not to arraign his Tafle 
or his Prudence. I am diipofed even to beAow fome Com- 
rftfeiidation upon the Delicacy of his Frien^ip in endeavouring 
to fupprefs two juvenile Performances, which the Author, 
from unneceflary Caution, or ill-direfted Pride, . would, pro- 
l)ably, luivcwi(hed to be forgotten. But among Readers qf 
Candour and Difcemment,' tberCharaAer of Bp. Warburton 
cannot fuffer any Diminmiofl of its Luftre from this Republic 
fr^tipn, . They Who are curious in collefting Books, muff cer- 
tainly be anxious to poflefs ^// the Writings of thsit eminent 

! Prelate, \-. They who m^k with philofophic Precifion the Pro- 

gref$<jf the human Udderftanding, will look up to Warburtte 
Vrith"jfr^^/^r Reverence and greater -Aftonifliment, when they 
^mpare the better Produftions of his Pen with the worfe. 

^ The Faults of the one are excufed by the Imperfedioos of his 

earlier Education ; But th^ ExceUeucies qf the other mud be af- 
cribed only, to the unwearied Aftivity, the unfhackled Boldnefe, 
the . uncommon and almoft unparallelled Vigour of his native 
Qenius, The Writer of the Divine Legation, might, indeed, 

\ Vrith Propriety, have bidden Defiance to thofc puny and churl- 

I Uh Critics^ Who would meafure his Powers and his Attain- 

L ment^ 
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meats by the Incorre^nels of ^liis ' Tra^Ibtions and the Ua^ 
coiixhncfs of "his Vtffhs. He that expkflred the '•'* wide ztjf, 
•* tracklcfs Waftes of ancient Times" with fo much Sagacity 
and fo much Succ6&, oijght^o have laugHo) at^very Imputa- 
tion of Wcakncfs to Which he Avas cxpofed from his Credulity 
and Singularity in the Explanation of Prodigies. Hac et in' 
finita alia ridebamusy et iamm fFarburtonum inter pracipua 
Literarum et P atria ornamenta ponimus. Nam quid interdum 
ridenda dixit, non Warburtoni^jmfiun^^ fed hn^inis-^,^ Et 
nemofmtquantnm'ffis StuSii ^maguusfjcm nM%aliifM»dayiJenda 
exciderint. Vide Gronovium de Hadriano . Junio in Centes. 
tJfur. P. 35. . . . ^ 

" It tnfty be vi^ertK vvKile to remi«d^ the Oleaider, .ili9ti4neOf JSlr^Jotka^ 
foil's firft literary Eflbrcs was tniEogli^ T'tfifUtion df « Fr^^^li ^TrdUr 
Oation of a Bo(^ written originaiUyia the Portuguefe XjAo^itage* :X ^orct 
fsLW the Work, but refer the Refider to the Chara^r which is gWen-ol 
it by Sir John Hawkins, who found in it no traje^ of that roboft and 
rigorous Mind, which difttnguilhes the** later and beceer^ublkaiMiis i«f 
t)ie Author of the Rambler. SotneSditer lefs timid or lafs deit«afiB .thio 
the R. R. Editor pf Wtrburtoo's Works, h»s ^ately-MpfobUihfidtb^fMarf* 
mor Norfolctenfe of Johnfon, though it hj^d Aoi^rP'^oh^bly fnuchof it's 
original Value in the Mind of the Author, though ic is prbnoahced ji 
dull Work by his Biographer, and though it was once Aoti^t^vcirbf 
the moft impartial Readers, • fcditioiis iti ik*s Tcwdcaoy. rkodfWiliCfe 
whet^r Johnfon left any Dtre£bioai Mftch 1a& .Bxciutors abottib itih^ 
M. N. nor wlKt^er Bp. Wat^urlon laid ;|i;iy Injv^ikiouf ujfxsajiis R^.^ 
Friend conceroing the two Books- now repubUihed. If cheBittiop did 
impofeany Prohibition, the R. R. ** Editor'*' has a£led anHioiMMiniMe Ptit 
in holding them back. But no Obligation of ihisSort lies^tipb&thbie to 
-vhom the 6i (hop's Commands ^er& not'oonmmiucattd, JCihouidiadlL 
chat the M. N. b^d been ** repubfiflied before'*; in r77S^idiac»|g|||^^{Life 
-of Johnfoi^ by ieole •Patr(^n,.wbo^ap^roved as little of his. JacaUce 
Politics,as I do of the St ntimients contained in the <' anc^yroous Letters** 
which were written "by fomie Warbnrtonian' to •* Jortin** noi "tft 
" Leland.** 

^ Vid. P^ge s^^of the Prtfaaeto^^^ 3d. of^theD.X. 
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Jklahitn fub lingua ^ nm in lingua hahiU 

DIV. GREG. MORAL* 

ALL Men, Confizript F^thers^ who fit in Judgment o*e^ 
doubtful and ia^portant Cafes, (hould be exa£lly ftudious 
to diveft themfelves of Friendfiiip, Hatred, Pity, or Revenge. 
A Mind, in which thefe Faffions predominate, is no longer at Li* 
berty to aft as Reafon diftates ; for when was it ever known that 
Partiality and Juftice had a Place together in the fame Sentence i 
So long as (he continues free from Prejudice, her FunAions 
are regular and adequate. When Paffions ufurp the Helm, ia 
Vain do we expeft Circumfpeftion and Conftancy in her 
Courfe. I abound, C. Fathers, with Examples more thaa 
enough, of Kings and People, who, by giving Way to the blind 
Impulfe of Mercy or Cruelty, have committed htaX and irre- 
coverable Errors. But it is with greater Pleafurs I can re* 
count the^Behaviour of our wife Forefathers, who, fupericnr 
to all the WeakneOes of human Nature, by confulting the Ho- 
nour of their Country, then laid the Foundations of her fa« 
lure Greatnefs. , In the Macedonian War, which we waged 
agaioft King P$rfis^ a populous City of Rbodis^ grown pow- 
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crful by the Indulgence of th« Roman Pe0|le« -treAchefoufTy re- 
volted from iherr Pfoteftofs. But Whcrt, after the CcJAcIufiorr 
of the War, it was debated in Senate how the Rhodians (howM 
be treated, our Anceftors, leaft ariy ofte (hould think we begatr 
Hoftilities more out of Avarice for their Wealth, than juft Re- 
fentment of our Injuries, fufFcred their Perfidioufnefs t6 pafa 
unchalllifed ; fain all the P£^«/V Wirs," when t\\t Carfhagini-' 
ans^ both in Peace, and under the Obligations of Truces, 
had fo oft violated the facred Laws of Nations, the Roman 
People never made Rcprifals oo them, coofoltlng rather what 
became the Dignity of the Empire to aft, than what this un- 
faithful People deferred to fufRr. Be thefe, C. Fathers, your 
great Examplars; let not your Refentments againll L^n/^/yx 
and his fellow Tiiirytors, betray you i»to Indecencies unworthy 
of your Country ; forbear to faerifice your Honours to Re- 
venge. Can we invent a Punifhment adeq^uate to their Mifde- 
meanors ? I approve the Severity, how unprecedented foever. 
But if the Motfilruofity of their Crimes exceed eten imaginary 
Ones> lei us be contented with the legal Clemency of our 
Conftitution. The generality of thofe who have fpoke before 
me, have wailed over the Condition of their Cduatry^ lo all 
the Straids of Oratory and Floofift. They hftve ftrmmoned 
n^ rbe fivil* of a Cifii War % exaggerated the Fdrf of the Vic- 
tors^, ftftd the Mlfery of the VatiquiOied $ pateted Vetfah de- 
ft>wered before the holy Fire j Children torn from the Em- 
braced of their Parents 5 Matrons vidleied at the Altar ; Palaces 
fted Tempks uf^diftkguKhlngly prophAned, afld filled up the 
dreiklful Scene with Slaughters, Plunders, Rapes and Confla* 
grati^s. But to what End, in the Name of Heave^! is alt 
this ProfuHo^ of Oratory employed ? Is it to give us a juft 
Senie of this horrid Cc^oTpiracy i Thet is, Che phlegmatic^ 
<7efitiemad, whom the BIaektiefi» of this ftependious Villainy 
eftu*t affeft, may be taught hia Duty by an oratorical Exaggera^ 
^onvain and*imperritiefit ! few thifik thofe Injtrries that are 
kveird af tbemielves, infignifkant : many revenge them more 
fcverely than Equity will warrant. Each Station of Life, 
C. Fathers, hath a Behaviour pecttllar to itfelf. They, 
whofe low Condition codfiae thett to Obfcarity, may indulge 
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* vlndiajve Tentper with Imptinity ; the World h mknowir^ 
of the FtiAUji their Frame and Fortunes are equally bounded : 
tet they t»ho adminifter the Affairs of Empire, are fet tip to 
fhe Gaze of Mankind ; their every Aftion pafTes the Scrutiny 
vf A whole People ; fo that to the greateft Power muft be joined 
the grtatisft Circamfpeftion. In them Inclination or Aver* 
fion is unbecoitiing^ but Revenge is monftruous* Revenge 
tedeed it is called am6ngft the little People^ but in them 'tis 
Pride, 'lis Savagenefe and Tyranny. I own, C. Fathers, all 
Ptttt«hment# muft fall ftiort of their Demerits. But the At- 
tention of the Mirny is chiefly fixed on the C6nclufion of an 
Affair : The Malefafbor is forgot, as foon as the Miserable i$ 
pitied, and he never fails to be fo, whenever hie Puniftimew 
exceeds the pfefcribed Rules of Juftice. D. Silanus is un- 
doubtedly a brave and honeft Citizen ; what he hath faid, I 
know proceeded from Affeftlon to his Coiintry : Partiality^or 
Prejudice could have no Room in his Determinations^ for I 
know the Manners and Moderation of the Perfofi I oommend.. 
Yet gite me Leave to fay, his Opinion appears, I w6ii't think 
trtiel (for what can dtferve that Cenfure when applied to ihefc 
Deflittciuents) yet certaiiniy foreign to the Nature of our Con- 
filtution. What, SilaniiSy but Fear or Injutfes could drive yoti 
upon tbefe Innovation^ ? The Pretence of Fear is fuperfeded 
by the aAive Diligence of our iUudrious Copful, who has fo 
^ell provided for our Security. Would you revenge your In- 
juries, let Bonds and Prifons do you Juftice. In Death they 
Will efcape your Refentments ; they will there find a Refug© 
from their Mifeties, i fecure Harbour againft all the Storms of 
Fortune ; in whofe peaceful Bofom nor Hopes nor Fears caa 
find Admittance. But tell cfie, I adjure you by the immortal 
Grods, Why you made not Scourging Part of the Sentence t 
Was it becaufc the Poreian Law forbids ? But then other Laws 
forbid the Death of a cotldemn'd Citizen, and commute the 
Punishment into Ejiile. Of was it becaufe Stripes are more 
fcvcre than D^th itfelf ? But can any Thing be too fevere for 
fuch abandoned Wf etehes ? What Mockery is it then to obferve 
the Laws in a fmaller Matter, and negleft them in a greater ? 
But ivbo can condeoitt tis, you fey^ of Severity againft the 
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Parricides of the Republick ? Time, Fortunei and concurrcttC 
Circutnftances, give an Arbitrary Bias to the Opinions of Mao- 
kind ; the ntmoft they can fuflTer, you fay, will not exceed 
their Deferts ; however, C. Fathers, be cautious how you 
treat others. Mod ill Precedents have arofe from commenda- 
ble Originals ; but when the Reins of (Government are deli- 
vered into the Hands of the Wicked, or lefs dcfcrving, thofc 
very Rules which Neceflity obliged the Wife and Virtuous to 
a£l by, wilt be perverfely and undiltinguithingly applied by 
their foolifh or defigning Succeffors. The LacedemcnianSy 
when they had conquered Jtbens^ fet over them a Magiftracy 
of Thirty. Thefe entered on their Adminiftration with freeing 
the City from thofe Members who were moft obnoxious to it, 
without Regard to the common Forms of Jufticc. This Pro- 
ceeding met with univerfal good Liking and Applaufe. But 
they had not been long indulged the Liberty, when the Good 
and Bad became the equal Objedls of their Licentioufnefs ; fo 
that the whole City, which was now fallen a Sacrifice to their 
wanton Cruelty, too late lamented, in Blood and Tears, the 
terrible Effefts of their ftupid Approbation. To cooae nearer 
to our own Times; when the victorious Sulla cot offDama* 
ftppus^ and other Didurbers of the public Peace, which of us, 
did not applaud his Juflice ? But what a black Scene of Mife- 
ries did that Angle Precedent produce ? For no fooner had an 
avaricious Soldier fixed his Eye on a Palace, a Villa, nay, if it 
was only on a Suit of Hangings, or Piece of Plate, bat the 
Owner was immediately found in the Number of the Profcribed. 
And now thofe very Men who had been fo well fatisfied with 
the Plea of Neceflity againft Damafippusy found the very fame 
renewed to their own Deftruftion : Nor did the Slaughters ceafe 
till Sulla had (bared the Plunder of Rome amongft his rapacious 
Followers. We have nothing indeed of this Nature to fear, 
either from the Manners of the Age, or the Moderation of 
Marcus Tullius. But in a large and grofs.Body there are 
malignant heterogeneous Humours, whofe ill Qualities, while 
in a State of Reft, are innoxious, bat when indifcreetly fet on 
Float, become fatal to the Conftitution. At another Timet 
and under another Conful, how eafy would it be to find colour* 

able 
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tble Pretences for an uDbounded Exercife of Power. Whea 
by a Precedent like chis, a Decree of Senate bath unlbeathed the 
Confurs Sword, who fhall rebate, its Edge or return it to the 
Scabbard ? Our Anccftors, C. Fathers, were neither wanting 
m the Field, or the Council : They had Modefty enough to 
improve their own lanitutions by fuch of their Neighbours as 
appeared worthy of Imitation. Our Arms and military Wea- 
pons we borrowed of the Samnites; our Enfigns of MagiHracy 
were moftly of Tufcan Original : In (hort, whatever appeared 
worthy an Imperial City, was it amongft Enemies or Allies, we 
very wifely made our own; chufing rather to emulate than 
envy the Advantages of Strangers. At the Time we began to 
copy rfter the Grecian Manners, we impof^^d Stripes for the 
laft Panilhment of a Roman Citizen. As the Repnblick in- 
creafed, and the FaAions of her Sons kept Pace with t^er Con* 
quefts, the Porctan and other Laws were very opportunely 
made to give a Check to thofe Evils, and then a Convid was 
decreed to Banifhment. Thefe, Fathers, are my Rfeafons why 
I efteera an Innovation in Punifliment prejudicial to the Public. 
Their Wifdom and Virtues, which enlarged the City to its pre^ 
feot Extent of Empire, frotp the mod contemptible BeginningSi 
were furely much greater than ours, which fcarce know to 
preferve it in the Condition tranfmitted to us. Do you fufpeft 
then, I advife their Difmiffion to reinforce the Army of Cata' 
Un0 f Far be fuch Councils from this AiTembly ! But this I 
thinks that their EfFefls (bould be confircated, and their Per- 
fons detained in the richeA of our municipal Cities : That 
whoever hereafter (hall iollicit the Senate or People in their 
Favour, (hould be efteemed Enemies to their Country^ and 
the common Safety of its Members. 
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TULLY's ORATION 

FOR 

LIGARIUS, BEFORE QMSAB^f 
From the OjiiGiNAit 



Jfperitatis & invidia^ Corrcftor ET lRJ2. 



H Q R. 



1. *T^ H E Treafon, Ctefar, of which my Kinfmaa, ^ Tuhtm 
i nowaccufes ^ Ligariks^ for being la Jifi^ic, k of t 
Species entirely new^ and, till this Day, unknown amoogftus: 
This Charge the accoenpUfticd C, Panfa^ perhaps in ConQ'^ 
dence of your Friendfhipy has been bold enough to confefs. 
So that what Part I am now to ad, I know not. I caoie pre>t 
pared, as you knew nothing of the Faft, nor could, I prefumed, 
get Information of It, to take Advantage of your Ignorance f^r 
the Safety of a miferable Citizen. Bat ,fince the iovidiocHi 
Diligence of his Enemy has divulged what would have others 
wife remained a Secret, 'tis advifeable to plead guilty i Efpecl- 
nlly when we refleA, that my Coilegue Pan/a has made i€ almoft 
imprafticable to do otherwife. To throw up all then, that may 
relate to a Defence, my whole Oration (hall be one Addrefe 
to your Mercy, wh^erefo many have found their Prefervatlon ; 
not only by a Pardon for their Faults, but an Excufe likewife 
for their Errors. You obtain then, Tuber^y what an Accufer 
mod defires ; a Confeffion to his Charge ; but fuch a Confeffioa 
as involves you too, and what is more, your excellent Father, 
in its Guilt. You ought firft then to implore the Mercy of 
this Tribunal for yourfelves, before you take upon you to pro- 
voke its Juftice againft Ligarius. But to the Point. 

II. ^. Ligarius, when yet there was not the leafl Suf- 
pidon of a Rupture^ went with the Proconful C Conjidiusy in 
Quality of Lieutenant, xnlo Africa: In which Station he became 
(o acceptable both to Citizens imd Aflfociatesj that Confidius 

could 
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«9o1d TMrt tovQ th« Pfavinee m aay tolerable Di(t>ofitl()ji to 
himfelf, without delegating his Coounaod ioto the Hands of 
JL$i0riuf. Who, after niaay vaia EiFarts to withftand their 
Importunity, with great Rciuftant^, at length undertook the 
Chwige, which he admioiftered, duripg the Cairo, with fuch 
Honour and lotrgrity, as madt him equally dear to Countrymca 
and Strangers. The War faddeiily flamed out ; whofc Rage 
they in Africa had felt, before Preparations towards it were lb 
much as htard of. In this Tumult, the Commonalty, partly 
ont of their irregular Appetiteis, and partly on ungrounded 
Apprehen/ionSy the Refult of Intereft this, and that of Ai9^-. 
tion, were clamorous for a Leader: When Lharius, who had 
now an Eye to Ita/y, and impatiently waited an Opportunity 
of returning to his Friends, would not fu(fer himfelf to be in« 
volved in any Affairs that might impede that Refolution. In 
the Interim comes P, Jccius Faru$ to Uiica^ with the Charac- 
ter of the Praeturate of Afrk; A great Coocourfe immediately 
aflembled to him ; and he feized the Government with Circum* 
fiances of no great Moderation; if we may call that fo, which 
no Decree of the ConfHtution, but the Caprice only of a fac- 
tious Multitude conferred upon him. So that Ligarius, who 
till now had been induftfious in avoiding all public Employ- 
ments, foon after Varush Arrival, retired into Privacy. And 
thus far, CaftEfr^ have I conduced Ligarius, clear of Con- 
tagion : He was fo free from Defigns of engaging in the War 
when he left Rome^ that he had not then the leaft Sufpicion of 
a Rupture: He went Lieutenant in Peace, and fo behaved hira- 
feif amoogft a peaceable feojpit. that be long fecured to them 
the Enjoyment of its Bleifingi. His Arrival could not then 
difpieafe you. A much lefs Reafon has his Stay to do fo. The 
Motives of That indeed were nothing fcandalouJ, but This 
proceeded from the moft honourable Neceffity. Thus are thefe 
two Periods fccure from Blame: The one, while in Quality of 
Lieutenant, the other, when through the Importunity of the 
Province, he accepted the fuprcme Authority. There is a 
third, and that is, his Stay amongft them after the Arrival of 
Farus. But this, if it be a Fault, Neceffity, and not Inclina- 
ti<m muA anfwer» For cut it be fuppofed, had it been in hia 

B 4 Power 
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Power to do otherwife, he would hare chofe Uitca before 
Rome ; Varus ^ before his deareft Brothers, and Strangers be- 
fore his own Family ? When that very Lieutenancy, fo imnao- 
derate is the Love he bears them, was at firft attended with all 
Anxiety and Solicitude, Judge then of his Condition, when 
torn from them by the Violence of civil Diflentions. 

in. You have not yet then, Cafar^ the leaft Proof of Ligd" 
riush Averfion to your Service. But fee, with what Aflurancc 
I defend his Caufe, while I betray my own. So wonderful a 
Clemency ftiall be a conflant Theme in the Mouths, the Writ- 
ings, and the Monuments of all Pofterity* M. Cicero defend* 
a Criminal at your Tribunal from being in that Caufe, oC which 
he confeflTes himfelf a Party; nor dreads yourfecret Sentiments i^ 
nor fears what this Apology for his Friend's Innocence, may. 
call up into your Mind of his own Delinquency. And fee the 
Reafon of my Confidence. See, while I am now fpeakiog, how 
the benignant Kays of his Generofity and Wifdom diffufe them- 
felves upon me. Had I a Voice Arong enough to proclaim the 
Favour, all Rome (hould be a Witnefs of my Gratitude. When 
the War, Sir, now raged at the higbeft, without any Force oa 
my Inclinations, but following the Diftates of my Judgment 
4nd AfFeftion, I openly joined myfelf to the Party then ia 
Arms agai^ft you. But to whom do I make this ConfelEon I 
To him, to him, I fay, who knowing all this, yet reftored mof 
to my Country, before I could have Time to a(k it : who wrote 
me Word out of Mgypt^ that he wou)d reinftate me in all my 
former Dignities : who then fole Leader in the Roman Empire^ 
condefcended to make me his Partner in Command : Who Tent 
me, by this very Panfa^ the triumphant Fafces, which I held 
as long as Modefty would permit : Who only then thought 
Life worth my Acceptance, when I could receive it unviolated 
of its Ornaments. What Reafon now, Tubero^ have I to hefi- 
tate in confeiling of my Friend's Adions, when I have not 
fcrupled fo frankly to relate my own. But I have a farther 
View in it, that when the Courfe of my Apology fliall oblige me 
to fay the fame of Tubero^ he may the more readily forgive the 
Freedom. The Condition and Reputation of this Gentlemaa 
I (hall be always ftudious to advance and improve ; whethei^ 

from 
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from the Relation he bears to me^ from the Value I fet npoti 
hh AccompIiftuneatSj or from the Intereft I myfelf may b^ 
foppofed to have in them. ' But give me Leave to ail(» who he 
is that acQufes us of belagin Afric? Is he DOt one who at- 
tempted to be there himfelf, who complaios that Ligarius de- 
nied him Eatraoce, and who afbually was in Hoflillties againft 
G^rhimfelf? For how, Tubero^ was thy Sword employed, 
when unfheathed on the Plains of Pharfalla, in vhofe Quarrel 
was its Edge retunded? From which Side did thy Javelin fly I 
Who then claimed the Service of ihy Hand and Heart, thy 
Prowefs and thy Conduft ? For what were thy Vows addreffed ? 
In what were thy Hopes concentred ? ■ B ut Iliave gone too 

far. The generous Youth is in Commotion. 1 return to 

tnyfelf. 1 alfo was in the fame Engagemetit, For what did 

we there, Tubero^ but ftruggle to nfurp a Power, we now fee 
repofed in the Viftor ? What Praifes, Cafar^ can defcribe a 
Clemency which pardons even thofe that ^ould divell yon of 
it? That Prudence, Tubero, fo confpicuous in thy other Afti- 
ons, is hardly to b^ found in this : But how much more defec- 
tive is thy Father's ! Is it not furprifing fo fine a Genius, fo ac« 
compliftied a*SchoIar, could not penetrate into the Nature and 
Confequenccs of this Accufation ? Had he done tbat» he had 
advifed thee any Method, rather than that thou haft undertaken. 
£ut Ligarius muft be puQied, though he fubmits : Arraigned, 
though, in my Opinion, lefs faulty than thyfelf, or, by thy own 
Confeffion, but equally criminal. Thefe Proceedings, give me 
X^eave to fey, are altogether monftrous. Your Charge is di- 
redbed, by a natural Tendency, to his Deftruftion, rather than 
Condemnation : a Proceeding, till now> unpraQiced by a Ci- 
tizen of Rome. To purfue a Refentment to the Death, js of 
Manners altogether exotick ; more befeeming the Levity of a 
Gruky or the Inhumanity of a Barbarian. But why all this 
Virulence I Is it to keep him out of Rome ? To drive him from 
his Brothers, his Uncle, his Coufin, his Family and his Friends ? 
To bani(h him from his Country ? But is he not already in 
ihofe Cii;cumftances ? Can that Condition be capable of greater 
Miferies than thofe he now fuffers ? It is Death therefore and 
jkoi Exile that you require. But you (hail not find a Charge q{ 
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thfs Nature, even UDder the Ufurpation of tbit DiS:Mt vhA 
cut off every Man he hated ; the Tyrant was ix>th Judge and 
luforaier, even though he publifhed Rewards for thdr £ocoo« 
ragemeot. That fcandalcMis Praftice we were fome Years ago 
delivered from, by this very Cafar, whom you would perfwadc 
to others equally fevere. But you have no fuch. Intent, yoo 
fay, I can't think you have, Tubero. For I am no Stranger to 
you, your Father, your Name or Family: The Virtues, the 
Literature, the Humanity of your illuflirious Race lam perfed^ 
acquainted with ; and can never think you capable of harbour- 
ing fuch bloody Difpofitions. But refleA a little, I befeech 
you. The Thing has an ill AfpeA, you a£l as if you thought 
iis Puniftiment infufficicnt. If fo, what is there now to infllft 
but Death ? He is already an Exile ; what would you farther f 
Prevent the Poffibility of his Return ? But that would be ex- 
ceeding the very Cruelty I charge you with. Will you, while 
we follow Cafar to his Houfe with Tears and Supplications, 
while we fall proftrate before him, relying rather on his known 
Clemency, than our own Innocence ? Will you, I fay, break in 
with unbefeeroing Virulence on our Sorrows,, to fruftrate out 
Petitions, andfpurn us from the Footftool of our Deliverer ? 

IV. While we were privately, and we hope, fuccefsfully m- 
terceding, for the Miferable, ftiould you rudely interrupt us^ 
and clamoroufly warn Cafar to beware of Mercy, to be cautious 
how he pardoned, and deaf to our fraternal Supplications, 
would not the World believe you had thrown offall the Notices 
t>f Hufldanity ? How much more (hocking is this publickOp- 
pofition ! And ia fo general a Calamity, to deprive the Wretdied 
of thisonly Afylum from their Miferics ! Let me (peak, Cafar^ 
without Referve, had not your Lenity, a Virtue you owe finely 
to yourfelf, kept Pace with your Conquefts (I have Reafon for 
what I fay) a very mournful Viftory would this have been to 
Rome. For how many were there amongd the Viftors who had 
Incnnatioos to Cruelty, when fome even of the VanquiAied are 
not aSiamed to avow thofe Difpofitions ? How many, who 
needing no Pardon for themfelves, would have given none to 
others ; when fon\e, who owe their very Beings to it, would 
deny theBleffings to their Companions in Misfortune? But 

could 
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cwM We have brought Catfar to believe Ligarius had never 
boeo ia Affic ; could we in Pity to the Mi&rahle, have flurr'd 
an booeft and charitable Fraud upon him ? Was it for a Man 
of Honour in Aicfa a Juncture, to deteft the ImpoAure ? Admit 
iXf ye^ certainly not for him who was engaged in the fame Caafe, 
4nd obnoxious to the fame Tribunal. But it is one Thing to 
prevent Catfar^s Errors, and another to oppofe his Mercy. Yoa 
htd only then faid,'-'-^Beware, Gefar^ how you credit.-rw,^^ 
Ligarius was in Jfric ; — —-He there bore Arms againft you. 

But the Cry is now, ■ Beware, Cafar^ how you pardon^ 

The Counfel of a Barbarian to his favage Monarch : Which, 
vhoever Cafgr gives you, will be in more Danger of loilng his 
own Humanity, than violating your's. Tubero, likewife, if I 
luiftake not,, on the Entrance to his Charge, promifed to fpeak 
to the Qrimes of Ligarius. You cannot furely but admire, 
that no other Profecutions of the fame Nature (hould be 
brought before you, that a Man, fo deeply concerned himfelf 
in its Confequences, ihould commence this, or that a Charge of 
fo unconunon a Nature fiiould ever be begun. You call this a 
Crime, Tuhro, but why, I pray you? An Adherence to that 
Caufe was never yet branded with fo odious an Appellation t 
Some indeed, have ftiled the unfortunate Efponfers of it, er» 
roneous ; others needledy apprehenfive : Thofe who bore yet 
harder on them, partial, obftinate, ambitious or vindiAive: 
Their greateft E Demies, blind and ungovernable : Criminal, no 
Man, befides yourfelf, has had the Confidence to call them; 
Was I required to give a Juft and proper Name to fo epidemical 
an Evil, doubtlefs I ftiould call it a calamitous Fatality that had 
got Poileflion of our weak, unguarded Minds : An Example to 
audacious Mortals how eafily the wifeft humane Councils majr 
be defeated by the fixed Determination of divine Providence. 
It is Crime enough, indeed, to be miferable ; though under fuch a 
ViAor we cannot be fo. I now fpeak of them only who fell in 
the Contention.— —^They were ambitious, they were vin- 

diAive, they were obftinate ; ^but let us not accufe the fallen 

Pompiy, and his flaughtcred Followers, of Madnefs, Parricide 
and Impiety. When, Cafary did we ever hear this Language 
fromyoQ i When was your Sword otherwife employed than in 

driving 
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drmog back the Calumnies caft upon you, with a juft Chaftife- 
ttjent on the Inventors ? Or when did your conquering Troops 
engage, and not in Defence of their own Rights, and the Dig- 
nity of their General ? What, when you laboured after Peace, 
did you ofFer !t to Criminals and Parricides, or to bonefV, tho* 
miftaken Citizens? Had the magnificent Favours you heaped 
upon me, been befiowed on a Villain and a Profligate, how 
greatly had they abated of their Value ! Could you have dcferved 
fo well of your Country, by reftoring only Traytors and Re- 
bels to its Rights and Liberty i From the firft, Cafar, you re- 
garded it as the Heat of Party, not the Flames of War; as a 
civil Diflcntion, not an hoftile Fury. Where all propofed the 
Service of their Country, though fome were led away from its 
true Intcreft by Prejudice and Affeftation. The Quality of 
each Leader was very near on a Level, that of their Followers 
was perhaps, not fo : The Right was then doubtful, for a Man 
might find.fomething to commend in either Party; but the Side 
Providence hath declared for, doth in Modefly and Juftice de-* 
mand our Approbation, though it is fuflicient, only to be ac- 
quainted ^viih your Clemency, to acknowledge the Juftice of 
your Conquefts ; in which no Man met an untimely Fate, but 
he who tempted it in the Field. 

V. But to return from the common Caufe to what concerns 
our Particular. And now, TuberOy after all, which think you 
was the eafier, Hs Departure but of jf/ric^ or your Refufal to 
go thither ? Ought we, you'll fay, to oppofe the Order of the 
^Senate ? True indeed, you ought not. But was not Ligarius 
then, who had the fame Order, , under the fame Obligation ? 
with this Difference only, that he fubinitted to it, at a Time 
when the Senate could have extorted Obedience from the Re«* 
fraftory : You, when every one, that was fo difpofed, might 
condemn it with Safety. Do 1 blame you therefore ? very far 
from that. A Difregard of its facred Injunctions would have ill 
become either your Name, your Houfe, your Charafter, or 
Education. But this indeed cstnnot efcape my Cenfure, that you 
(hould condemn that as criminal in others, which you hold 
laudable in yourfclves. L. Tuberous Lot came up in his Ab^ 
fence, for a Fit of lUnefs at that Time kept him from Rom\ 

fo 
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lb thftt he had determined to get himfelf excufed. Our freqoenc 
lotercoutfes let me into this Secret ; for we had been educated 
under the fame Roof, and pafled a Campaign under the fame 
Tent, together. An Alliance between the two Families, con* 
firmed our Intimacy for the Remainder of our Lives : and a 
joint Purfuit of one common Study made the Knot of Friend- 
ship indiilbluble. Upon the whole then, I know, Tubero was 
defirous to ftay at Home, but fome among u$ fo carried Matters, 
and fo perverfely applied the moft facred Name of the Republic 
to partial and finifter Purpofes, that had he followed his Incli- 
nation^, he had been overborne by the Load of Odium and Cla« 
mour they ftiil caft upon all who diflented from them. He 
yielded to that great Man's Authority, or rather obeyed it : He 
fliared the Fortune of the Caufe he had efpoufed ; but not 
being over expeditious, he found Afric^ on his Arrival, already 
taken up. From fience fprings his Accufation, or rather his 
Refeotment iigainft Ligarius. For can he be lefs faulty in at« 
tempting to feize a mighty Province, formed by Nature for 
hoAile Oppofition to this City, than another in ftruggllng to 
maintain his PofTeffion of it. But in Truth, this other, was 
not Ligarius. Varus gave out, himfelf had the Command ; 
*tis certain he aflumed the Enfigns of Authority. But be that 
as it will : What, Tuhro, are the Fruits of this Accufation ? 
You was denied Admittance to the Province. But granting it 
had been given up ; would you have delivered it to Ca/ar, or 
held it out againft him ? Behold, Gtfar, what Licence, or more 
properly, what Licentioufnefs, your Indulgence introduces. 
Should Tuhro reply, that his Father, who received y^n'ca by 
Lot, and a Decree of Senate, would have declared for you ; I 
almoft fufpeA, notwithftanding your own Intereft in fuch a 
Pradlice, you had (harply reproved him for his Perfidy. For 
though fuch a Behaviour might not be difagreeable, it would 
certainly be difapproved. But to wave all thefe Suppofitions, 
not fo much out of Fear of violating your unconquered Patience, 
as that Tubero (hould be fufpededof Defigns he never once 
yet entertained a Thought of. This was the Province that fo 
long, fo obftinately, gave a Check to Cafar'% Conquefts, where 
a porwerfol Monarch, and a rich and numerous People held it 
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out to the lafl agaitift bim. How glire me Leave to a(k ycm 
ivhttt you could propofe to do in this Quarter ^ I'boitgb the 
Qoeftion is' really oeedkfs, when we all faw what you aAually^ 
did* You was forbid to fet Foot upon the Province : And thii 
you fay with all the Clrcomftatices of Idjeftke and Conteo^pt^ 
Welly let us fee how you bore this ill Ufage, to whom did you 
remonftrate ? To whom, but to hlfn wbofe Autliority you fol*- 
lowed^ and wbofe Caufe you alTerted. Had you recetted th« 
RepuUe in Cafar's Service, you had retired uuder bis £n(igu«y 
but you fought Refuge in the Camp of PoMpey. Is this then 
the Place to expedt RedreiTes ? Ugariui would not fuSbr yoa 
to makcyWar up<>n Cafar^ aud ydn complaiu to Cafar of the 
leijury. Will you ftraln a Point a little, and \ have given yotf 
a fair Opportunity of magnifying your own Merit; for it H but 
faying^ you would have delivered up the Province to him, in 
SfAght of all Vat^H Oppofition) and the Bufinefs is done. Thert 
indeed, who won't condemn Ligarim for depriving you of fo 
glorious an Occafion of advancing your Reputation ? But be-i 
hold, Cafor^ the Conftancy^ the Inflexibility of my accomfdiftied 
Friend Tubera : This, though a Virtue, I ihall alwaiys efteem ae 
it deferves^ yet fbould not tl^ink it indecent to celebrate, did X 
Bot know how fuperior a Value you always iet upon It^ and 
eould mortal Man ever boafl a greater I But Conftaney is a 
Word too weak to expre& fo extraordinary a Behaviour, 'twas 
Patience^ 'twas Longanimity. For who ever heard of any be«A 
fore him, in oar ctvil Diilenfions, that When rejeAed by a 
Party, with all the Provocations of Cruelty, ^er returned ko it 
again ? What Greatnefe of Mind then, Vvhat Contempt of For- 
fune» what Confcioufnefs of Idnoccnce mud be* have, whofe 
fieady Purpofes of Soul no Dangers could ftagger, fio Intereflf 
draw, no Injuries pr4)voke to forfake the Caufe bis Reafon muft 
yet approve. Had the Contention betweeU f^arus and Tubif$ 
been on an equal Fooe as to Name, DiftinftiOn, Chamdler and 
AbiiitieSi which it certainly Was not^ the latter had, in this, the 
Advantage, that he afled under the Sanflion of a juft Autho* 
Fity. When denied Admittabce, he went not over to Cafar; 
leaft Reientment (hould Teem to havea Share i<i the Revoke he 
ifitumed Aot.to hi&Fatuily. For that would h^e ex^ed biitii^ 
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t0 the Ceahre of Indolence ; He retired tu>c to a Placti of Neov 
traRiy, for tlutt i^tild be eaifed coDdemrtiog the Caofo 
be hitd efpouftd : Towards Jkhesdm be fleered, ^^airi joined' 
?mrtptf% Forced, agdifl thrttft biiftfdf into that. Party frooi 
■which he had been fo ignoaikiidiiOy repolfed* Well, but fiacd 
nothing you did or faflfered cotiW fofien that haughiy General^ 
yoti far ely then became more refiiifs aod languid ia his Servke s 
Weiii^y prefunae you only folighc Refuge k bis Garrifons ; he 
iodeed had your Ferfens^ but bit great Rival, your Afie61i!oiis« 
Or, to be ferious, >^'as it not with you as it ss wHb All, inflamed 
vrlth cfvtl Ftiry, to be poiTdfed '«ritb tbc Sprit of Superiority. 
I was af!way» an Advocate for Peace ; but it was then witfa 
tbelaceft. To interpofe between two Armlet \tk the Article ot 
Engagement, was the Mediation of a mad Man. We were 
all, at that Time, taken up with the bnfy Thdughts of Death 
er Viftory r You, of all Meft^ hid nd Rdoffl for others^ wha 
cbofe a S ration m the Place wb^d that defperate Alternative waip 
jaft deciding : Though I doubt not but, as Affair^ now (land, 
you prefer your prefent Safety to all the Advamag^a of fach a 
Conqueft. I had not gone thus fi^r, Tubif^^ had I thought it 
poffible for you to repent of your Pdrfcverance, or Cajardi his 
Clemency. Let me now afk you, if you profecme for a public 
Iflrjory, or a private ? If you fey for a puMic, what SatisfeKaioo 
will yotr give U3 for your own DeHnquesdes ? If a private^ 
take Care how yoq prox^oke Cafar againft thofe A6I9 in ao 
Enemy, which he hath pardoned in youvfelves. But tbiDh 
not, Cafavy I mean this for a Defence, or that I would therd>y 
infinuate my Client's Innocence. No, whatever I have faid^ 
fliail be all refoived into this alone, your Humanity, your Cle^ 
mency, your Mercy. I am now grotvn old la the Avocatbfia. 
of the Gowu ; I have oft pleaded here in Conjunftioft with 
you, while your own Affairs engaged you to the Forum. But 
a Langtiage of this Kind I am yet to learo.-*—— Pardon, drea4. 
Judges, he hath erred, he is guilty, he was not aware of the 
Confcqueoces ; but if ever he rspeats it.—— —Thus we foppli- 

cate a Parent. To a Magiftrate we fay- h« w clear, he 19 

fanocent; the Charge is grouudlefs, the Witneflet are fubomed^ . 
Aflert then, Cafm-^ your Right of Judkaturi^ ; we fobout ^ 

your 
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your Authority : Enquire what Places Lt^arius held out againft 
you. I am fllent ; I omic all that might be urged to a Judge 
Id his Defence ; of his going Lieutenant in Peace ; of his Refig- 
nation before the War; of the Force he was under during its 
Continuance. This might have been of Ufe before a Magif* 
trate. To a common Parent we thus confefs ourfelves; I was 
lafti, I was difobedient, but I repent; my Safety is your Indul* 
gence. To a(k a Favour that has never been bellowed, would 
be arrogant and prefunoptuous ; but of a common Bleffiog let 
me, O my Father, have a Share. 

VI. Hath not then Ligarius good Reafon to hope the bcft, 
when even I am allowed to be his Advocate ? Though he places 
not his Confidence in this Apology, nor in the more powerful 
interceffion of your Adherents. For I well know what you 
principally regard in Petitions of this Nature : ihefimpk Merit 
of the fupplicating Enemy, before the pompous Mediation of a 
prefuming Friend. 'Tis true indeed, fo magnificent is your 
Bounty, that a Follower fometimes appears more happy in the 
Benefit, than even yourfelf, in the Glory of the Obligation. 
But I know, as I now faid, that Reafon, and not Clamour, di« 
refts your Clemency ; thai the trueft Objeft of Pity claims the 
largeft Share of your humanity. In pardoning Ligarius you 
do a grateful Thing to many of your Followers : But let that 
beft Guide, your own Prudence, ftiil direA you. I could pro- 
pofe to your Confideration the illuftrious ^o\x{c of tYit Sabini^ 
Men, whofe Virtues and AfFeftion you have thoroughly experi** 
cnced, with the whole Sabine Country, the Ornament of Itafy^ 
and the Pillar of the Republick. But you are no Stranger to 
their Pretenfions : Behold their Tears, their Sorrows and De- 
jedion. See the Habit and Behaviour of J. Brochu{ here, and 
his Son; I know what favourable Sentiments you entertain of 
them. What (hall I fay of his Brothers ? 'Tis fufficient, Gp- 
far^ to obferve, that more than a fingl^ Perfpn will be affected 
by your Refolves ; the Fates of the Ligarii are now to be de- 
termined : This Junflur^muft reftoreall three to their Country^ 
or ever exclude them from it ; for while one remains unpar- 
doned, Exile is dearer to the other two than Rome^ Family, 
or Houthold Gods. If this proceeds from Sorrow, Piety and 

AiFeftion, 



« 



[ 17 ] • 

Affection, let Sorfo\fr, Piety and AfFeftion plc'ad in their Be- 
half. That wife Maxim which contributed to your Conquefts, ' 
will contribute like wife to our Succefs. For how oft have we 
heard it faid, that Pompey treated all as Enemies, who declared 
ftot for him; Cafar embraced all as Friends, who fought not 
againft him. Regard the Splendor of this Appearance, behold 
the whole Brochian Family ; behold here L. Martins ^ C. G^- 
feiiusy L. Corfidius ; behold thefe Roman Knights, not only 
well known to you, but aflive, and well approved of ia your 
fenrice. Againft thefe were the Refcntments of our Party chiefly 
levelled; fome^f them We fummoncd to the Quarrel, others 
we threatened for refufmg to appear in it. Afford your 
Friends then the Pleafure of prefervrng theirs : and as you have 
made good all other Declarations, confirm our Opinion of your 
Veracity, by an Obfervance of this. Was you perfeftly ac- 
quainted with the harmonious Concord amongft the three Z/- 
gariiy you would conclude ihey were all equally in your Inte* 
reft. At leaft I doubt not but you readily believe, that could 
Ligariufy have been in lialy^ he would have followed the 
Fortuned of his Brothers. For who did not oblerve their natu- 
ral, and, I had almoft faid, infpired Union. AH that knew 
them, did believe any thing might have fooner happened thaa 
their falling into different Parties. Xhey were all intentionally 
in your Service, though one was borne away by the Torrent of 
finifter Accidents ; and did he feem not to refift its Violence, 
he is but in the Condition of many who have regained your Fa- 
vour ? Did he go to War ? It was not only againft you, but 
his Brothers alfo : And lo I even they are Inrerceffors for him. 
As I was always fond and ambitious of intcrefting myfelf in your 
Affairs, I can*t but call to Mind how much T". Ligarius, whta 
City Quaeftor, adled for your Service: But why do I pretend to 
remind you of it ? You, who was never known to forget, (fo 
great is your Genius and Difpofiiion,) any Thing befides your 
Injuries. This very Ligarius then, who as well in all his 
other Aftions, as in that, (without forefeeing this Occafion of 
urging the Merit of it) hath conhrmed himfelf in your good 
Opinion,, falls your Spppliantfor his Brother's Pardon ; which 
obtained, will be reftoriog the loving, faithful Three, not only 
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tq tbemfelvts, tbeir Friends, and their CUents^ but alfo to the!r 
fxpe^iog Country. As yoQ have fo }at^ beOowed Qpon the 
Senate, the noble M. Marcellus^ givq now to the People, vhofc 
JFavourite you have always been, thefe pious, hpnounjble Bro- 
thers. Then ihall this Day be as joyful to Rome^ as glorious to 
yo^rfelf : Then fhall it be an Introduction only to a long Series 
of fu^^eeding Triumphs ; for what fo truly popular a« the Of-t 
fee* of Pupanity ? Even in that bright Circle of Virtues that \U 
Juj^it^fteywr God^like Soul, there is none more an^iable^ noftc 
ir^Qife radiaftt thap your Ckmency, Nor can any one approach 
nearer ta the Attributes of Heaven^'^than by conferring Life 
and Safety on M^nHind, Nor 13 your great Condition capable- 
jpf wofQ perfeft Happinefs than to be able, or your Nature, of 
^i^gher Exe^H^nce than to be willing, to give Liberty and Pra- 
l«^io» to a whole People. The Occafion does, perhaps, re- 
ijuirc a longer Apology, but your benignant DifpofnioUvWouIcl 
f^ppiy a (bortiJr, Sa thinking the whole belter left to yow 
pwn Wifdooiu than purfued farther by roe or my Colleague, I 
will conclude with obferying only tba; the good or ill Fates of 
all here prefent^ d^f ^u4 on your Refolves^ ahoat ^be ^\A^f4 
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FROM THB YOITNGEI. i 

p L IN n 

Prindpibus placuiffi Ditis^ non Ultima hut iftf 

FLINT TO ATRXUS CLEMENS* . 

Lib. I, £. io. 

IF ever the liberal Sciences might be faid to flourifh in Romi^ 
it has certainly the bcft Claiin to that Hoaoor at prefent* 
Of this I could gi?e yon Tome illuftrious Proofs, btit (hall 
nom confine myfelf to fpeak only of Buphtatis the Philt>i<^her« 
When I was very young in the Army in Syria, I firft got ia* 
tfoiately acquainted with him \ I n^adc it my Study to fecura 
his AfeaioD, and 'twas without Difficulty 1 Mfaioed It. For 
he is open, generous, and mviting, and fall of the Htmianirf 
that he teaches. Would 1 could fay the laprovemeats htf 
then CMit^eived me capable of making, are in any Degree pro- 
portioned vo thofe he has made in himfelf I At leaft I now ad-^ 
mire him more, becaufe I underftand him better f though I All! 
confefs myfelf unable to comprehend his entire Vahic. For^ 
as yon can form no true Judgment of a Pi£hire, a Static, ot 
a Poem, without fbme previous Knowledge in each refpeAivd 
Sdence, fo yon can have no juil Ideas of the good Qualitie&of 
the WlvA, without a rcafenable Share of them idyooroww 
Perfoo. Yet the Virctaes of Euphrates are fo coofpicuotfs, thtff 
one moderately (killed hi Men and Maoners> ffluft adimre theoi* 
Hk Difputations are acute, delicate and weighty, very muck 
affixing the Platonic Sublimity and Exuberance 2 IHs Styfe is: 
oopioos and extenfivey naturally fweet and geode, hot refiftleis^ 
as a Torrent where it meets with Oppofition ; add to this a tall 
comely Perfonage, with foft flowing Hair, smd a long filvcr 

C % ' Beard t 
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Beard : Thefe Incidents you may, perhaps, think trifling ia 
fuch a Charafter, yet do they wonderfully command Refpeft 
and veneration. There is nothing (hocking or fordid in his 
Manner; butibroughout the whole appears a grateful Severity, 
which produces Reverence without Fear, He has joined to the 
iDoft exalted Piety,, the moil extenfive Humanity. He chaftifes 
the Vices, and not the Perfons of Men ; and is always more 
delighted to reform Errors, than expofe the Offenders, His 
Precepts will engage your moft ferious Attention ; for he gains 
your Good- will before he forces your Aflent. He .has now 
three Children, two of them Sons, on whom he has beftowed 
the moft diftinguiftied Education. His Father-in-law, Pom^ - 
peius Julianus, fo illuftrious for a long Series of worthy Afti* 
ons, of which his chufing this Relation is not the leaft, though 
Governor of a Province, preferred him to the moft confiderable 
Alliances in Rome ; not for his Superiority in Birth or Fortune, 
but in Wifdom.and Virtue. But why ftiould I dwell upon a 
Subjeft that gives me fo njuch Difturbance. In ftiort, I can't 
enjoy that dear Man's Company as ufual. I am now in a Sta- • 
tion, which as it advances me to the higheft honours, expofes 
me to all the Inconveniences of a conftant Attendance. I pre- 
fide in the Judicatory, where my Time is fpent in trying Caufes, 
and pafTmg Decrees. I write a great deal, but all dull dry 
Letters of Bufmefs. Sometimes, indeed, I fteal fo much Lei- 
fure as to retire to my Euphrates, with Complaints of the 
Fatigue I undergo. .He eoniforts me, by maintaining, that 
fhilofophy is never fo well employed as in the Service of one's 
Country, nor makes fo magnificent a Figure as in the Admini- 
ftration of public Juftice ; but all his Rhetoric can't purfuade 
me, that I am now happier than when I palTed whole Days ia 
imbibing the divine Truths of his Fhilofophy. So that I 
would, advife you, who have Leifure, to hafte up to Town, 
that he may new polifli your Manners, and clear them from 
the Ruft that long Eafe is too apt to contraft. For I am none 
of thofe who envy others the Advantages they want ihem- 
felves : .But, on the contrary, am delighted to let my Friends 
into the PoITeffion of the Good, I myfelf am incapable of en- 
joying. ' . . 
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FLINT 

T O 

CALESTRIUS TYRO, 

£. 12. 

11. 

A GREAT Misfortune has lately befallen me, if that 
•^-*' Word bean top weak to dcfcribe my Sorrows for the 
Death of a Man fo dear to me, as was Corcelius Rufus. What 
fwells them beyond all Bounds, is, that he voluntarily pro- 
cured it. This is an Exit truly terrible, which Fate and 
Nature feem to have no Hand in. When the Rage of a Dif- 
temper drives us hence, we comfort 6urfclves, however, witji 
the fuppofed Impoffibility of its being otherwife ; but when 
our own Hands too affift its Fury, the Grief is inconfolable. 
Corcelius, indeed, had all the Motives, that wife Mfh ever 
hold reafonable, to pufh him upon that Expedient: Though 
there were no inconfiderable ones to diffwade him from it; 
as a confcious Virtue, an eftabliflied Charafter, and an exalted 
Condition ; a Daughter, a Wife, a Grandfon and Sifters ; 
and amongft fo many Pledges of Felicity, not a few real 
Friends. But fo violently was he afflifted, that all thefe Blcff- 
ings could not counterbalance the fingle Mifery of an hereditary 
Gout[ for Difeafes, as well as other Acquifitions, may be 
conveyed, in Succeffion, to Pofterity. He had laboured under 
its Prefliires, as he himfelf told me, for three and thirty Years 
together. During the Vigour of his Age, his Continency and 
Temperance had kept it within reafonable Limits, and now, 
in the Decline of it, he ftill braved its Fury by his natural 
(ireatnefs of Temper. In Domitian's Reign I vifited him in 
the Suburbs, as. he lay under its moft difgraceful Tortures; 
for it was not now confined to one Part, as ufual, but it had 
fpread itfelf through every Member: On my Entrance his 
People retired, as was their Cuftom on thefe Occafions, and 
with them, his Wife, though a Woman equal to the greateft 
Sccretgj when calling his Eyes around, did you think, fcys" 
" C3 he, 
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he, I thus long protra£Ved a mifcrablc Being, frona the Fear 
of Death ? No, let me but furvive the Tyrant a Day, aa 
hour, and 'lis enough. Had I a Body proportioned to my 
Mind, I ftiould not doubt toeffeft it. The Gods confented, 
he had his Wi(h j and now be dies both free and happy. He 
overcame, after this, many, though Icfs violent Returns of 
the DiAeipper. But now it gained Ground upon him ; He 
flill endeavoured to ftem it by Abftinei¥:e, but his Conftancy 
failing, it poured in upon him like a Deluge. He had now, 
for four Days together, refufed all Suftenance, when his Wife, 
Hifpullcf, fent our common Friend, C, Geminw, to me, with 
the forrowful Meffage of his fatal Refolution, That neither 
their Prayers, nor thofe of his beloved Daughter, could dif- 
fwade him from his Purpofe. And that, of all thofe who had 
jMiy Intereft in him, they had only me left to apply to. I ran, 
I flew, but had fcarcc crofled the Street, when another Mef-, 
fage from Hifpulh n^et me, with Word, that now *ven my 
Intcrpofition would be too late ; that he was more obftinately 
refolyed thaii ever, When bis Phyfician afterwards offered 
Food to Biip, he put it back with only, / have conquered Ao 
J^xprefEon that makes me as much admire the Hero, as regrec 
the Friend. I now dif-over the Value of the Man I have loft. 
J know he had pafTed the fixty-feventh Year of his Age, a 
Period the moft healthy of us might be well contented with. 
J know he hath efcaped the Evils of an inveterate Diftem per. 
\ know he hath left his own Affairs, and the Public,, which 
were ever dearer to him than his own, ia a good Condition, 
^11 this I know, yet fucb is the C^prlcioufnefs of my Grief, 
that I can't foibcar lamenting him> as I would the untimely' 
Fate of a Youth, or the fuddea Death of one in perfeil 
Health ; though I confefs, to my Difcredit, my Sorrow is very 
fclfifh at the Bottom, For I have loft the Guide,, the Witnefs^ 
th"^ pireftor of my Anions. Shall I tell you what io the Over«» 
^owin^s of my Grief, I juft now faid to Calvifiusy that I was 
^fraid I ftiould live lefs ^ircumfpeftly. Afford me, my Friend^ 
what Confolation you are able: But let ic not be in this Strain, 
f{e was old, he was infirm^ and fo forth ; for who knows that 
((^tt^r thsiJi myfelf? But give me fpm^tbing new, fomething 

Weighty, 
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weighty, foracthing, in Ihort, that I never yet hchri dr HiaS 
of; for^ as incrch as this comes fo, it all now bef<»re Hie, Atid 
all too flcnder to encounter fo violent a Sorrow^ 



P L I N r 

T o 

JUNIUS MAURICUS. 
III. 

IN deHring me to look out an Maftjaod for your Niece^ 
you tould not pofTibly recommend a ttiore grateful Em. 
I^Ioyment to me. For you know bow much i love add honour 
th^c excellent Man her father^ wboTe Precepts foriiied hiy 
Yduthy and whofe Praifes were an Earheft of a future Merit. 
Cotild you command me a weightier Talk, or I obey a olore 
honourable Itnpofition^ than to chure a Youth worthy to bring 
Gfand-children t» the Ho\i(q of Arulenus RufticutP But» iil 
Search of filch a due, I ihould have lobg remained fuf|)ended 
in my Choice, had not Munitiks JciliclnUs, who feems de« 
flgn^d by Providence to this Relation, itood ready to determine 
it : He loves me as his Equal, reveres me as his Senior, and 
takes the fame Delight in my Inftrudions, as I formerly did in 
yours. His Country is Brixia, a Part of Italy that yet re» 
tains very much of the old Frugality, Virtue and Simplicity. 
Munitius Macrinus is his Father, Chief of the Equeftrian Or- 
der, for he was always averfe ta higher Dignities. Being fet 
out for his Proeturate by the divine Vefpaftan^ he rcfolately 
preferred an honounlble Retfrement to what we call Diftinffipn, 
orr more openly, Ambition. Hi? Grand-mother, on the other 
Side, is Serrana Procula^ of PAtavium. You are no Stranger 
to the Maniiers of thit Pldce; and Serrana is an exaA Pattern 
of the rigid Patavinian Virtue. P. Atilius is his Uncle, t 
Iffan of fingtilar Honour, Prudence And DHcretion* In Ihor^ 
lb«t« is DOthi&g in his Fanfily that yoU irould ftot-wiflit tranf* 

C 4 planted 
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plaated into yours, Ailianus himfelf Is a Man of cxtraopdi- - 
nary Addrefs. and Vigour, and of the greateft Modefty, He. 
has paffed through the feveral. Offices of Quaeftor, Tribv^nc, 
and Praetor, with Honour and Reputation ; fo that your Fa- 
mily will be entirely freed from the Trouble of making Intereft 
for him, . He has an open ingepuous Front, a florid, fanguine 
Complexion ; his whole Perfon is well turned, and bis genteel 
Air Ipeaks him a Man of Quality ; which are Circumftances, in 
my Opinion, by no Means to be negleded ; as but the reafon- 
able Reward of a young Lady's Chaftity. \ don't know whe- 
ther }t be nece^Tary to add, that his Father has a large Eftrfte ; 
for when I confider the Family for which I am to provide a 
Son-iu-Law, it fcems mercenary to mention his PofTeffions; 
but when, on the other Hand, 1 regard our public Laws afnd 
Conftitutions, which make the Party's Fortunes their principal 
Concern, 1 fufpeft it ought not to be altogether overlooked ; 
and, indeed, if we refleft how neceflary fuch Provifions are to 
the Hiippinefs of our lateft Pofierity, we. may very well con*- 
dude them to be worth a wife Maa's Notice. Perhaps yoq 
may fufpeft my AfFeflion has out'-ruri my Judgment in this 
Account ; but, upon my Honour, you will find I have rather 
flopped (hort of the Truth, than exceeded it. I have, in- 
deed, the moft cordial Value for the young Gentleman, and he 
well deferves it: Yet I can't (how that better than to forbear 
loading him with Commendations. 
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E U R I T I U S. 

IV. 

I HAD an uncommon Refpeft for Pompeius Saturninus% 
he, our Friend I ni^ean ; and a great Opinion of his Ge- 
nius, before I knew the Eafinefs; Compafs and Command of 
^tj but iiow he p9ffeffc§ my Soul without a Rival, I b«vc 

beaj:4 
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heard him plead ^vith all the Accuracy aad Fire, joined ID a 
Manner, the moft polite and delicate imaginable, whether in 
extempore or premeditated Orations. The Sentences are fre- 
quent and appofite, the Difpofition elegant and folemn, and 
the Style harmonious and pure. When he gives a loofe to the 
RagPy the Torrent^of his Oratory, 'tis all wonderfully charm- 
ing. Nop- are his mort cool and fedate ones without their 
Beauties. You will be of my Op'mien when you read his Per- 
formances, where, with Pleafure, ypu may trace him through 
each mighty Ancient, whofe Writings he has the Ambition to 
emulate. His hiftorical Compofitions will give you yet better 
Entertainment, whether you regard the Eafe, the Light, the 
Splendor, or the Majefty of the Narration. For the fame Spi- 
nt we fo much admire in his Orations, animates his Hiftory, 
though in this more coUeftea, concife and clofe. He has a 
Genius too for Poetry, and that not inferior to Cahus and Ca* 
tullus. . How gay, how joyous, how pointed, how gallant arc 
thofe Compofures ! fometimes, indeed, though never but where 
the SubjeA will allow, he trifles in little low Humour^ with the 
little affeSed Harflanefs or Softnefs of a Diminutive: And in 
this you have the very Soul of Cahus or Catullus. He read 
to me, the other Day, fome Letters, which he faid were his 
Wife's : And I really thought 1 had heard Plautus or Terence^ 
freed from the Reftraints of Meafure. Whether they be his 
Wife's, or his own, the Credit of the Performance will re- 
main with him ; either as the immediate Compofer, or the 
Inftruftor of a Wife whom he married very young, and has 
rendered fo polite and accompliflied. You may be fure then 
bis Writings are feldom out of my Hands ; the fame are mj 
Pattern, the fame my Rule, and the fame my Amufement ia 
my fofteft Hours : But. the new and different Beauties I daily 
difcover in them, will hardly permit me to call them the fame. 
I would have you, my Friend, to make this -Ufe of them. 
]^orcan it ,be any reafonable Objedion, that the Author is 
ftill living. Had he been born in fome former Age, his Works 
bad been, by this Time, not only prized, but even venerated j 
as it is the whole PolTeilion of fo rich a Jewel creates Satiety, 
91)4 e?fa ^b^tes \\% real Value. 3at it is the EffeA of a bafe 
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^nd etivit^tss Dift>oftti6d, Mt to kictiUc tbtf nd^ft WdTthy Ob- 
jeftj 6f AdaMratibn, toev^ly beciufe we fee Wm, hcdf him, 
eikibrftce hitfiy ftnd cao^t pratfe without loviDg hikn^ 
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CATILIUS SEVERUS. 

£.22. 

IMAV£ been detained fio^ Id Towi) longet tbati uftiaf» 
dnd^ indeed » upon a very melancholy Occafioli. Thd 
toig maligbadt Indifpofitlon of Tttus Arlfto^ for whom I hartf 
the uklnoft Value and Efteem, very fe^ribly ^ffli^s file. ThA 
Piety, goc»d Senfe, add Erudiiidnof this Gentleman, sirefd 
dfftiDgut(bingly eminent, that it is bot the Lofd of dhe learned 
Member 6nly that we fear^ but of the whole Body of Stieilc^ 
Itfetf, ixk\ all polite Literature in hitti. How great i$ bU 
Kn(>wledge of the Laws, and of their private and public Ob- 
ligations i how well Ikilied in Antiquity, in Men and Things \ 
There Is nothing you would efteetn worth your ktio\^ifig, 
that he is not capable of teaching yon. He is, indeed, my 
Treafary that I always have Recourfe to, in an Exigence dt 
ftis Nature. How fmcere is his Converfe ! How aUthoriifiltIV6 
his Delivery ! How becoming, how rational his I)i^tfnce \ 
What is there that he is not MaAer of at dtVt View \ and ysi 
ht generally deliberates on the Point \ but theili his g^eat Ff tilt* 
fulnefs of Invention is the Caufe. He ira<Jes his Rcafotts td 
their firft Principles, which he then examifles, ioxit and 
jclearsf up leith the moft ftrrprifing Accuracy and Penetratiein | 
add to this, the utmoft Temperance in Diet and Modefty b 
Drefs. His Pferfon, his Bed and Board, are the trueft Images 
ftf Primitive Simplicity ahd Frugality. His Greatnefs of Mittd 
gives a Grace to his Aflions, and dlfcovers a virtnoua Coftfd- 
ojjfacft void of Oftcntatioa ; for he places his Reward of well 

doing. 



I [ 27 J 

r 

I dotog, not m the empty Applaufis of the PppuUure $ biu the 

' intrinfic Merit of the Thiag. la (hort^ the Pretenders to 

j Wifdom, by an affefted Severity in Mien and Habir, fall far 

below the Worth of this great Perfon. 'Tis true, he frequents 
I not the public Schools, nor indulges hit own Letfare nor his 

Auditors, with long entertaining Difputations, but is a Man of 
Bufinefsy and well verfed in the Employments of the Crown* 
He is ferviceable to many in Perfon, and to more in his Ad- 
vice; and yet in the private Duties of Continence, Piety, 
Juftics and Fortitude, he claims the foremoft Rank amongft 
their moft eminent Profeflbrs, You would be furprized, was 
you here, to fee how patiently he bears his lUnefs ; how 
heroically bis Pains ; how unconcernedly his Thirft, and how 
I refigned ancl regular he is amidft the devouring Fires of a rag* 

I iug Fever. It was but juft now that he fent for me, and a 

[ few other of his moft bofom Friends, to defire us to confult 

I the Phyficians on their final Opinion of his DiOemper; for 

i that if it was unmanagable by their Art, his own Hand (hould 

immediately finifti his Life and Malady together ; but if they 
could entertain any reafonable Mopes of his Recovery, he had 
fo much Regard to the Prayers of his Wife, the Tears of his 
Daughter, and the Entreaty of us his Friends, as to fubmit to 
all Means neceffary for the Cure, A Behaviour truly gallant, 
and deferving of our loudeft Praifes. For to run upon Death 
in a Flufli of Temper, the EfFefts of a mere mechanical Im- 
pulfe, is the Behaviour of the Many : But to go about the 
Affair deliberately, to examine every Circumftaoce, and to 
determine of Life and Death as the Weight of Reafon (hall 
preponderate, is the highell Indication of an Hero. But the 
Phyficians are propitious to our Enquiries, and would Heaven 
' be fo to our Petitions, I fhould have no more to a(k; but in 

Peace and Satisfaflion retire to the charming Shades of Law* 
rentinusi that is, to th^ Aadious Vacation of Reading an4 
Writing; at prefent I have not Leifure nor Inclination to do 
Cither. And thus I have difcovered to you my Hopes, my 
Fears, and future Profpcfls. Do you, in your Turn, tho* 
in a lefs melancholy Strain, acquaint me with what you are 
DOW doing ; what you intend to do^ and what you have a 

Pifpoficioa 
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Difpofition for. It will be no ftnall Solace to my Grief, to find 
yoii free from every Occafion of the like. 
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P R I S G U S. 

: . L. 2, E. 15. 

VI, 

I AM well fatisfied how folicitous you are in feeking all Op- 
portunities to oblige me, and I'll affure you I don't contraft 
Debts of Gratitude fo willingly of any Pcrfon as yourfelf. *Tis 
for ihefe two Reafons chiefly, I am induced fo make the fol- 
lowing Requeft, and muft receive no Denial. You command 
a Royal Army, fo have abundant Means of cxercifing the Ge- 
Berofiiy of your Temper. As this hath been long in your 
Power, fo hath it been long in your Friend*s Expeftatioa. 
You may guefs, by this Time, the Nature of my Petition. 
I have not many to recommend ; though I know the Number 
would only enhance your Alacrity in their Service ; but Mo* 
defty will not permit me to patronize above one or two. Nay, 
I will confine myfelf to one only, and that (hall be Voconlus 
Romanus : His Father was a very worthy Gentleman of the 
Equeftrian Order; his Father-in-Law was ftill more deferving, 
and, indeed, a real Father, whofe Name and Virtues he has 
iranfmitted to him. His Mother was of the beft Family in the 
Hither Spt^':n, You know how confiderable that Province is, 
and how productive of great Perfonages. He was lately made 
Flamen. When we (ludied t9gether, I conrrafted a clofe 
Friendfhip with him. We were infep^rable boih in Town 
and Country, and Sharers with each other, in ourferiousas 
well as £)pf n Hours ; for where could I find a more faithful 
Friend, or more" agreeable Companion. His Converfation is 
eafy and engaging, and fo is his very Afpeft, enlivened by a 
fublime an4 piercing Wit, though fwect and polite, and admi- 
rably 
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rably "Well turned and improved for Bufiaefs. His Lettcnr 
would tempt you to think the Mufes {poke Latin. My Affec- 
tion for him,, can ^e, equalled by nothing but by his for me. 
Wh^t Service one young Man could do for another, I have al- 
ready done for him ; and lately got him, of our excelkat 
Mafler, the jus trium Uberorum ; which, though a Favour 
rarely granted, and but to the mod deferving, yet was he 
pleafed to accompany it with all the Grace of a voluntary Obli- 
gation. I can't better preferve the Merit of thefe Services, 
than by increafing them ; for they are fo gratefully underftood, 
that the Manner of his receiving the Prefent, intitles him to 
fucceeding ones. Thus you fee the great Value I have for him, 
and how well he deferves it. Pray then diflingui(b him agree* 
ably to your generous Temper^ and high Command. lo the 
firft Place make him .your Friend : For though you give him 
the beft Office in your Army, it cannot be more deferving of 
him than his Friendfhip is of you ; and how capacious it is of 
the moft Bofom Intimacies, you may fee by the fliort Account 
I iiavc given you of bis Studies, Manners and Way of Life. 
I (hould now repeat my Requeft, did I not know your Aver- 
fion to this Way of befpeaking Favours^ and that my Whole 
.Letter hath been but a continued Repetition of it : Though 
that Man's Petition is certainly the J>eft founded who gives his 
rcafons for preferring it. 
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TO 

.» 

G/ A V I U S M A X I M U .S.' 

L,3, E. t. 

VII. ; , 

MY Readinefs toferve.your Friends on any Oocaflon, 
gives me now a Sort erf" .Right to. demand your Service 
for mine, jfrrianus Maturius is the mpft coniiderable Per/oil 
in Jltinum: Butwhea I fay that, Idoo'tmean beh^ththc 

largcft 
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largeft Eftate there, though he hath n noble Fortune; but that 
his Continence, Juftice, Sobriety and Prudence, pfacc him in 
the foremoft Rank of the Deferfing. I depend very much on 
his Capacity in Bufinefs, as I dp on his fine Tafte JFor Litera- 
ture. For he abounds in Friendfhip, Fidelity and good 
Scnfe. His'AflFeftlon for me, to fay the mofti can of it, is 
equal to your own. He is a perfcft Stranger to Ambition, fo 
hath fat down contented with the Equeftrian Order, when ht 
might very eafily have afcended to the higheft. Yet a Friend 
Kiuft not ftiflfcr this Temper to prevail to his Difadvantage ; 
fo that I think it incumbent on me to get fomcching for him, 
andeiired, unlooked, and, perhaps, unwifhed for : But a Pofl 
of Honour, and free from the Fatigue of Attendance it muft be, 
and beg the firft that faJh : The Favour will be gratefully ac- 
Jtnovidedged ; and, though unthought, will meet with all the 
generous Returns you might cxpeft from the clofcft Attendant 
on your Levee. 
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JULIUS GENITOR. 

- VHL 

ARTEMIDORXJS is of fo very grateful a Difpofftion, that 
"^^ he ever fets an immoderaie Value on the Services of hid 
Friends, which makes him blaze thofe I did for him, in Terms 
far exeeedifig that iknder Obfigation. Whet th^ Phih/opisrt 
were baoKhed from the City, I accompanied him in Exile; 
and the Praetorate, which I then held, made this Teftimony 
of my Affedion the more dangerous, as it was remarkable. 
riikewiie gave him si Siim of Money, (whkh I took up at la- 
UTt&) todifchflijp fbone Debts, that he had cofKraded oa very 
honourable Ooeaiioas, white a great Number of bis moft 
Healthy Ffieiid»ibood!by wconc^ned at his Necoffities; And 
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all this, at a Time, Vfhen fevcn of my beft Friends were either 
(lain or bi^niftied. 9o that I ^ppeared^ as it were^ foorched 
and confouoded by the Thunder, that had laid all about me 
in Ruins ; and might reafon^blf prefage he now tmpendiog 
Bolt was aimed at my Deftrud^ioo. But thefe can't deferve 
the Ff^ifes hq beAows i\pon thtm« It fufSces that I kept clear 
of I^Qominy ; for I had an afFeAionate Veneration for his 
Father-in-Law, C. Mufonius^ as much as our Difierence of 
Years would allow ; and the 010ft ftridi Friendfliip with him- 
fejf, vfhkh w€ b«d wo^Fuft^ whoa \ wm Trlbwie in ^/nV j 
Where I lirft g%Ye fon)^ Fromlfe of ^ tolerable Ggiiii^ in the 
l>if€0«ccy of my FrlA«d'« great WiCdom, -or fomethiog fo 
lite Wifdom, aa oot ^ be diAiagiu(b«d: from it. For ta^ll 
thae Tribe of Men, who now call tb/emfelves PMlofaphtrs^ 
you fliall &ftrce fiod wa iadoved vn'tb fo lonch. Truth a«l 
Sincerity. Should I tdi you of his Patioice, amidft the ia* 
ckmenciesof Climes and Scaibns, hi&uninterinitted Labours^ 
his abftemieua Temperance^ and unfpotied Chaftity. Virtusi 
that would fet up an onfinaty PHlofiphsr, but in bin ai^ 
oiAliy the Appendages to others more illuftrious, which inti- 
tuled hkn to the Honour of Mufomus's Choice ia Pre&rence ta 
Compeucovs of every Ordor* No RefieAioBy I coofefe, can be 
iMrc agreeabiei than th^ Thoughts of fmding royfelf r^som-- 
aaended 10 yo«, by fe eKceUent a l^rfoa. I am only afraid he 
wiH obferve no A^n ia hU Encomiums, for his giateful Tcm^^ 
per^ as I (aid before, hurries him beyond all Limits : Oe this 
Head alone, on ait others^ moft confummately prudent, be is 
biafTed by an honeft, though erroneous Modve, to fl^y belter ef 
his Friends than they deferve. 
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IX. 

THE indifpofition of a certain Friend has taught me to 
think, that we are generally bed behaved while under 
the Scourge of a Diftemper. For who, in thofe Circum- 
ftances ever felt tlie Pangs of Luft or Avarice? The Gentle- 
man, I now fpeak of, is an Enemy to Pleafure, indifferent 
to Honours, negligent of Wealth, as a Trifle he is about to 
leave, and eafy under the fmalleft Alotment of Fortune. The 
Imbecility of human Nature teaches him to rely more fteadily^ 
CQ the divine. He envys not this. Man, admires not that^ 
nor dcfpifes the other. He liftens not to the Calumny of the 
Times, nor delights to hear it. His Mind runs moftly upon 
Baths and Fountains. It is the Sum of his Concern and 
Wifties, if he gets over the Difficulty, to pafs the Remainder 
c^ his Days in foft and gentle Pleafures, that is, in fuch only 
as fute an innocent and happy Life. Thus can I comprehend 
in two Words, for your Inftruftion and my own, what the 
Pbiltifophers in fo many Volumes have endeavoured to incul- 
cate. That we ought to live juft fo in Health, a^ we ftiould 
was the Image of Mortality conftantly before our Eyes. 
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S E P T I T I U S. 

X. 

YO U tell me, I have been arraign'd for launching out, oa 
every Occafion into immoderate Commendations of my 
Friends. I acknowledge the Charge, and glory in the Truth 
of it ; for what more commendable Extravagance, than the 
Overflowings of Humanity ? But who are thefe, that pretend to 
know them fo much better than rayfelf ? Are they fo very pene- 
trating, why then do they envy me the Pleafure of this tranf- 
porting Error ? Are fhefe below the Opinion, I have of them, 
my Miftake is far more delightful than fo joylefs an ^pformation. 
The good uatured Gentlemen may fpare their Animadverfions 
for them, and to their Comfort, they are not a few, who 
place a Merit in the hitting on a Friend*s Foible ; for I am not 
to be perfuaded that I think better of mine than they defervc. 
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THE FIRST 

B O O K 

O F 

BOETIUS's CONSOLATION 

O F 

PHILOSOPHY^ 

FROM THE ORIGINAL. 

AS I lay mufing on the Wretchednefs of my Condition, and 
poetically lamenting, in fuch Strains as my Sorrows 
dlftated, a Woman of a very reverend Afpeft, methought flood 
over me ; her Eyes were bright and fparkling, and the Sharp- 
nefs of her Ken more than humane, her pom plex ion florid, her 
Vigour unexhaufted, but too full of Years to be thought an Off- 
fpring of me prefent Age. Her Stature I could reduce to no 
certain Standard, for now fhe was of common Size ; but now 
(he feemed toraife her Head above the Clouds, to penetrate the 
very Heavens, and deride the dazzled Impotence of gazing 
Mortals. Her Garments were of the fineft Thread, and moft 
artful Contexture^ facred and im]:«erifhable ; which, as (he af- 
terwards told me, were the Work of her own Fingers. Their 
Glofs and Luftre, as we fee. in faded Hangings, were very 
much defiled by the Negligence of Time ; on the Border was 
inwove the Letter n, but near the Breaft lobferved a ©; and 
betwdfen thefe, in a regular Scale, were certain Charafters that 
artfully connefted the two Extreams ; yet (he appeared of late 
to have been very roughly handled, and on her tattered Habit 
might be feeo the Violence of contending Raviftiers, who had 
each left the Marks of his boifterous Rage upon it. A V^olumc 
graced her right Hand, and an imperial Scepter her left. 
When (lie faw the Mufes attending round my Couch, and im- 
proving 
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proving my Sorrows into Verfe, (he made a fudden Stop, and 
who, fays (he, with Eyes fparkling with Rage, gave thefe glaring 
Strumpets Accefs to his diftemper'd Mind ? whofe poifonous 
Applications are fo far from contributing to his Recovery, that 
they inflame the Diftempfr. , Thefe are they who deftroy the 
hopeful Harveft of Reafon, by fowing over it the Thorns and 
Thirties of the Pa(rions ; they can only recopcile the Mind to 
the Difeafe, they have not Skill enough to banifh the Difeafe 
from the Mind, Had your Blandiftiments feduced, as ufual, a 
prophaneand vulgar Spirit, I had hardly dlfturbed you in your 
Conquefts; for my Empire would have fufFered little by it, 
but he before us has been nurtured in the Porch, and the Aca- 
demy. Then be gone, ye Syrens^ whofe Mufic leads to as 
certain Deflrudlion, and leave the Care of kis Recovery to the 
divine Urania. Stung wjth thtfe Reproaches, the whole Choir 
appeared dejefted, their Modefty reddened into Blu(bes, and 
they fought the Door in Grief and Confulion. I remained all 
this while immoveable. Tears had darkened and deformed my 
Countenance ; I could not conceive who this imperious Woman 
fhould be, but lay fixed in Contemplation, filently attending on 
the KTue ; when (he now approached and f?t down upon my 
Couch, and feeing my Vifage clouded with Sorrow, and caft 
dcje<5ledly on the Ground, (he calmed the Diftraftion of my 
Mind with Meafu res adapted to my Condition. 

But it is now Time, fays (he, to apply a Remedy, and leave 
off lamenting the Difeafe ; then looking fteadfaftly upon me, 
are you the Man, (he cry'd, who once hung upon thefe Breafts, 
and was fafliioned by thefe forming Hands ? The Man who was 
once thought fuperior to the Injuries of Fortune ? Was it for 
this I graced you with the celeftial Panoply of Philofophy? 
Which had you not caft off like a Coward, would have fecured 
you againft the Wrctchednefs of your Fate. Do you know 
your Miftrefs, or have you forgot your Benefacbrefs ? Why 
are you filent ? Does Shame or Infenhbility reftrain you ? I 
could wi(h it were the firft, but can fee too plainly 'tis th« latter. 
When (he flill found me mute and dumb to all her Qiicftions, 
(he raifed her Hand gently to my Brea(b, and faid, there is no 
Danger however j 'tis a Lethargy he fuflers, the common Ma- 
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lady of deluded Minds. He is a litrie loft to MinfeH at prefent, 
but will recover bis Under ftanding, with th^ Knowledge of his 
Phyfician; and to affift him in the Difcovery, let us clear his 
Sight from the dark Clouds of Mortality that overfpread it. 
So faying, flie dried my watery Eyes with a Corner of her 
Garment. 

When this GIoomineTs was difperfed, the Day broke in upoa. 
me, and then I fiift knew the Face of my Deliverer ; for on aa 
attentive Survey, I difcovered in her all the correfpondent 
Features of my Govemefs Philofophy, under whofc Roof I 
fpeni my Youth-hood- Thou Queen of all Virtues, I thus 
addrefled her, what hath induced thee to elude my Guards, 
and to vifit me in this dreadful Solitude i Or, it may be, a falfe 
Crimination hath traduced thy Innocence, and made thee too 
acquainted with the Miferies of a Prifon. Could I, my dear 
Pupil, replied the Goddefs, defer t you at this Jutifture, and 
refufe tp bear a Shafre of your Burthen ? A Burthen that your 
Relation to me hath made the heavier. Could I fufFer you 
to groan under 4ts Oppreffion, and not lend one helping Hand ? 
Far be it from Philofophy to forfake the Care of Innocence, whea 
the Storms of adverfc Fortune begin to beat upon it. But pray^ 
where would be the Wonder of an Accufation againft me ? *Tis a 
Prodigy ; I fafpeft not very uiKommon. Hwc you but now dif- 
covered, that Wifdom rtiay fall a Sacrifice to Folly and Impiety ? 
Have not I long ftrugglcd, long before the Time of my Favour- 
ite Ptotf, with the united Madnefs of Vice and Ignorance? 
And did not he fee his MaAcr Socrates triumph, in my Quarrel, 
over Death and the j^reopagm ? When afterwards the Stoicks, 
and propbane Herd of Epicurus, with all the monftrous Spawa 
of mifcreated Science, had rent and'tore in Pieces the noble He* 
ritage he left them, they fell foul upon me ; each claimed^ me 
for his own, and, as it were a Conteft for Prey and Rapine^ 
laid violent Hands upon my Perfon, and left me, as you find 
by this viol|ated Garment, the Work of my oy/n Hands, in the 
ragged Condition in which I now appear before you. But tt 
was pleafant enough to fee how each Man who had fnatchcd 
away an handful of it in the Scu^e, retired fecretly elaied 
with the Vi£loryi and well perfnaded that he had carried, me 
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off entire. The Vulgar, when they faw them thus triumphing 
in my Spoils, and decked in the ragged Remnants of my Ha* 
bit, blindly taking them for my Followers, prepofteroufly 
fought to wrack their Hate upon me, in thefe Pretenders to my 
"Favours, But if neither the Flight of Anaxagoras^ the Poiba 
of Socrates ^ nortlic Tortures of Ziw^ have reached your Know- 
ledge, yet the nearer Inftances of the Canity the Seneca^s, the 
Soraniy of no long, nor no inglorious Memory, you can be no 
Stranger to. Thefe were brought into Judgment for no other 
Crime than adhering to my Pi ecepts, and devidting from the 
Manners of the Vulgar. It is nothing ftrange then, if, in this 
troubled Ocean of Mortality, Men fiiffer by the Violence of 
Storms and TempeHs ; and that we become mo(l expofed to 
them who difdain to veer with every Blaft. The Part) againft 
us are as conteiiptible for their Power, as formidable tor their 
Number. A blind, ungoverned, headlefs Monfter, conducted 
by Error, and laflied on by the Furies. If happly formed into 
a refiftlefs Confederacy, your Leader retreats into her .Citadel, 
and all their boafted Conqucfts, at laft, end in the Plunder of 
our forfaken Baggage, the vile Impediments ot our Warfare : 
While we, impregnable to Affauhs, look down with Dciilioa 
on the vain Impotence of thefe outragious mad Men ; iecure 
from the Storms of popular Fury, and where 'lis Impiety for 
the Tread of Folly to approach. 

Are you difpofed, fays (he, for Confolution ? Will you let 
it freely operate on your Mind ? Or is it with you according to 
the Proverb cX Afmus, adlyram ? Why all ihcfe Tears \ Why 
thefe ridiculous Complaints I 

TVhy grieves my Son ? Thy Anjmjb let me jhare : 
Reveal the Caufe^ and truji a Parent's Care, 
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He that expefts Affiftance of his Phyfician, muft lay open his 
Cafe to him without Refe ve. Then re«.o|]e6V.n^ my Cour .«e, 
are you yet, replied I, to be told my Conditiv)n ? Docs not this 
Storm of Fortune beat too fierctly on me- to be un perceived I 
And the f-^ightful Afpeft of this Abode iuffic'cntly pro-rluim the 
Mifery of its luhabiiant ? Hath it the lealt Keiembiance to 
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the Splendor and Magnificence of mj' Palace Library,. To con- 
ftantly illuminated by your facred Prefence ? 'Where wc fo oil 
have revelled on the unexhaufted Stores of divine and humane 
Knowledge. Was this the Air, this the Habit I appeared in, 
when we explored together the deepeft Secrets of Nature ? 
When you pointed out to me the various Courfes of the ccleftial 
Planets ? When yoii formed my Manners, when you reftified 
my Reafon'by the great Exemplar of Heaven ? Are thefe the 
Rewards of ray Obedience? Did you not affix your Sandion to 
that Aphorifm of Plato, " That happy would be that Republick 
** whofe Magi ftrates were Lovers of Wifdom, or whofe Phi- 
*' lof6phers were btatefmen"? From the fame Mouth you 
fliewed us the Neceifity of appearing at the Helm, leaft the 
Sword of Juftice, when committed to the Hands of a profligate 
Ruler, Ihouid be perverted to the Dcftruftlon of the Virtuous. 
In Devotion to you then, I was fond of praftifmg in the Admi- 
niflration what you taught me in Retirement. Be thou and 
the Almighty, who difpofes the Miiids of Men for thy Recep- 
tion, my Witnefs, that nothing but a generous Ambiiion to 
promote the common Happinefs engaged me in the Service of 
the Pubiick. I flill preferved, amidfl all the Machinations of 
Courtiers, and meer Statefmen, a Confcience void of Offence, 
and regardlefs of the Frowns of the Mighty ; protexfled dif- 
trefTed Innocence agalnft the Fury of its Oppreffqrs. How oft 
have I oppofed myfelf to the Rage of Canigajius, and fnatched 
the Prey fiom the Devourer. How oft have I overthrown the 
Mafter of the Palace Trtguilla^ when ready to triumph in the ' 
Spoils of the Guiltlefs ? How oft have I fcreened the Miferable, 
furrounded with Dangers^ and oppofed my Authority to the 
licentious Avarice of their barbarous OppreflTors ? While do? 
the united Powers of Hell and Tyranny could ever force me 
from the fteady Center of Juflice. The Misfortunes of the 
harafled Provinces, laid wafte by private Rapine and pubiick 
Oppreifions, afFefted me with all the Tendernefs of a Fellow- 
Sufferer. When an Order for ingrofling Provifions had threat- 
ened all Campania^ then finking under op preffive Famine, with 
Deftruftlon, I withftood the Captain of the Guard, in De*- 
fence of that devoted Province : The Matter cam^ before the 
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Emperor, and I obtained a Revocation of the Edift. The 
Courtiers had now marked out Paulinus, that well-fed Con- 
fular, for . Sacrifice, when I drew the Vidim from the very 
Jaws of thofe greedy Dogs of Palatine, To cover Alh'musy 
another Confular, from ihe Battery of a wicked Profecution, 
I drew upon myfelf the Odium of Cyprian, the Informer. It 
was this Behaviour, you will fay, that raifed thefe Enemies 
againft me. I grant it ; but ought not this then to have en- 
deared me to the Injured ? When this alone, fo great my Love 
of Juftice, was all the Stock of Intereft 1 had laid in at Court 
for my Security; but you will hardly guefs the Characfler of 
my Profecutors ; as Bafdius^ who huving loft his Places at 
Court, ufed the Pretence of Indigence for turn'ng Informer for 
his Bread, znd Opiiio^nd Gaudentius ; who, when the Empe- 
ror had fentenced them into Banirhmer.t for their bfr repeated 
Mifdemeanors, had taken .Sandluary at the holy Altar ; his 
Majefty, provoked at their Difobediencc, decreed, by Procla- 
mation, that unlefs they left Ravenna by a D.yappoinicd, they 
fhould be ftigmatized on the Forehead with the publick Brand 
of common Malefaftors. Can I, after this, be capable of 
greater Mifery ? For lo ! thefe very Patriots, on that very 
Day, commence a Profecution againft me. How Qiall we re- 
concile all this to the eternal Rules of Juft and Right ? Muft 
jpoy Reputation be attacked becaufe they have none to defend ? 
Qr could their Conviction, becaufe the Court had fore- doomed 
my Fall, qualify them to procure mine ? Fortune herfelf might 
blulh, if not for the Deftru61ion of the Innocent, at leaft for 
the Charafter of the Deftroyers. But you alk, without more 
Words, the Nature of my Accufation, They charge me with 
Defigns of ferving the Senate. Would you khow what they 
mean by it ? I difcountenanced an luformer, it flcms, who 
was preparing a Charge of High Ticaion agai .ft that venerable 
Body; and now, my Miftrels, give me your Op nion. Shall 
I deny theFaft, out of Regard to yoT Hvmoi^r ? No. I avow 
my Duty to that auguft Affembiy, and fliall ever, furcly, h.ive 
the Courage to avow it. Shall I confeis t iiui fo f..l(e an Ac<:u - 
fation cannot long maintain its Ground. Or ihil I o.\u it a 
Crime ia wifhing well lo that Order ? i heir late 1 rcatiiicrst vjf 
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me would, incteed, altnoft perfuade me to think to ; but FoH^ 
Hiay flatter itfelf to Dcftrudliop, before it can reconcile its own 
Partiality to Truth and Juftice ; for Socrates was, in my Opi^ 
nion, never more in the Right than when he pronounced It 
equally criminal to conceal a Truth and infinuatc a FaKhood : 
But be that as it will, which 1 leave to you and your Followers 
Confideration ; the Matter of Faft, for the Informatroh of Pof- 
terity, I have committed to Writing, with all becoming Can- 
dour and Difprejudice. As to thofe fiftitious Letters, on 
whofe Credit I am accufed of wiQiing for the Roman Liberty, 
I have little need to fpeak. The Deteftion of that Impofture 
had not been now to make, had I been allowed (the common 
Right of all under Profecution) to appeal to the Confefficnsof 
my Accufers ihemfelves : A Plea, on all: Occafions, of the ut* 
moll Weight and Validity. But what farther Liberty can we 
hope for ? O that we had any reafonable Expeftation of a 
greater ! I would then fay with Cantus, who when charged by 
C. Qefar, the Son of Germanicus, for being privy to a Goofjf>iVa* 
cy againft him, thus bravely replied, Was / rralfy in that Secret, 
you Jhould be the laji Man I would make my Canfident. On the 
whole thfen, my Misfortunes have not fo far defaced my former 
Experience, as to fink me ii/to weak and wontaoiih Complaints, 
for Innocence attacked by the confederated Hands of Impiety ; 
but that their Outrage fliould be crowned with Succefe, is 
what awakes rny ftrongeft Admiration. A Pronenefs to III fe, 
perhaps, the Infirmity of human Nature; hut a Power in the 
Wicked, to effeft it on the Virtuous, and God himfeif a Spec- 
tator of the Villainy, draws after it Conclnfions of a very laon*- 
{Irous Afpeft. With the fame Views, excufably enough, did 
one of our Acquaintance afk this Qutftion ; If there he a Goi^ 
how got Evil Footing in the World? If there be none, Jhew me 
the Origin of Good. Now, granting it, no Wonder that thefe 
Wretther, who feek the Blood of the Senate, and atf h^beft 
Citizens, (hould labour for my Deftrnftion, whom they have 
always found a faithful Champion for thre Safety of both : Yet 
for that Senate too, that very Senate, to join with thettt ih my 
Ruin, may furely juftify all I have faid, or doubted, on this 
Occafion. You, I prefume, remember, for your prefixing 
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Iftflucnce ftill (fiftatedto my Thoughts, my VfotSi, lay Afl:-* 
ioDS ; You, I fay, remember whpn the avaritious Monarch, a^- 
tenipttDg our common Slaughter, would have got the^ Crime 
charged on ABfinus^ the Senator, transfetreJ upon the U'h<4e 
Order ; how, fegardleft of ftiy own Safety, I defended the In- 
Itoceiice of the Senate againA his impious Attacks. You know 
this to be ftriftly true ; and mare, that it is doing Violence td 
my Modefty to relate it. For the oflentatious Trifler exchang«a 
. the folid Pleafures of a virtuotis Confcioufnefs, for the grided ^ 
BawNc of an airy Reputation. But fee the Revvards my Inno- 
cence hath procured me ; for the Praftice of true Virtue, i 
receive the Punifhment of a falfe Crimination. Could even th* 
moft clear Conviftion of the moft monftrous Enormities joftify 
a Bench of Judges in combining to make no Allowances for the 
Errors of human Nature, and the Inftability of a mortal Con^ 
dition ? Had I been accufed of firing Temples, of butchering 
their Priefti at the Altar, and contriving the common Deftruc* 
tioti of the Good and Virtuous, yet the Laws of Nature allow 
me a perfonal Defence, arid require either Cotifeffion or Con* 
tiiftion before Sentence ; but fee me forced, unheard, almofl: 
five Hundred Miles from R^ntf, friendtefs and defencelcfs, con* 
demned to Death and Confifcation, and all for my too great 
Affeftion for the Senate. May you, the grateful Guardians of 
the Roman Liberties, live fafc from the like Profecutions ! Nay, 
they did not flop here, but to fully even my former Honours, 
which they regarded with an evil Eye ; they moft impudently 
gave out, I had polluted my Confcience by Impiety in obtain- 
ing them. But your facrcd Influence, the bright Inhabitant 
of my Bofom, kept out the Luft of Grandure, and the Appe- 
tite for terrene Enjoyments. Under your Aufpice 'twas im- 
poflible for Impiety to enter. You ftill fortified it againft An 
tempts by that Precept of Pythagoras, hnitatt the Almighty. 
Nor could I, whom you faftiioned with your Hands, whom yoa 
feuured by the Image of my Maker, repofe a Confidence in 
fuch vile Securities. My Habitation too was adorned with In- 
nocence, and a fafr Society of IltuIlTious Friends ; and could 
not that brighteft Ornament of it, my pious Father-in Law, 
$jmma^hus^ venerable even as yourfelf, fecure me from Impu- 
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taxions of this Nature ? Bot, O monftrQus ! my Relation to yow 
adds Credit to my Accufers ; for of all my Crimes this is not the 
leaft, that I have liftcned to your Precepts, and imitated the 
Model you fet before me. Nor is it enough that they ufe 
me ill on your Account, but yourfelf muft be calumniated on 
mine. This. too is no light Acceflion to my Miferies, that the 
ftupid Eftimate of the Vulgar fliould be grounded -on thp Suc- 
ccfs, and not the Merit of the Caufe : For with them , the only 
allowed Reward of Prudence are the Smiles of Fortune, and 
her Frowns the fureft Proof of Indifcretion^ And, as the laft 
Addition to my Misfortunes, I may remember the idle Stories, 
the groundlefs Rumours, the contradiflory Afiertions that were 
bandied aniongft the Populace on ray Arraignment. Thusba- 
liiflied from the Solace of iiiy Friends, degraded of my Honours,, 
and blackened in my Charafter, I met with Puniflament 
where 1 had juft Reafon to expeft Reward. My Enemies are 
crowned with Honour, Profperity, and Succefs, and ready ta 
repeat their Villainies on a likfe Occafion ; while my Friends 
appear confounded at my Fall, and terrified by my Example. 
The Impious are encouraged, not only by Impunity, but the 
Profpe(^ of Rewards, to perpetrate their Wickednefs, while 
the Innocent not only lofes the common Security of a good Ci- 
fizcn, but is denied the natui^al Right of an injured one. Then 
excufe me for thus fpothing my Diftraftion. 

Almighty Maker ! thy eternal Throne 
Stands fix*d fupreme, unbounded and alone. 
Thy great Behefts, the flaming Orbs obey. 
Round the arch'd Azure rolls their rapid Way. 
Now rifing Ph/'be fills her gilded Horns, 
And Night in fpft Serenity adorns ; 
Proud in her adyerfe Brother's potent Ray, 
Abforps the Siars, and fcatters milder Day: 
But when his near Approach difpels the Shades, 
Her filver Bow, and borrowed Ljiftre fades. 
Cold He/per^ at thy bidding, leads the Night, 
And gilds the Eyening with officious Light : 

A fainter 
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A fainter Orb his languid Beams difplay 
The early Harbinger of opening Day. 
Inleaflefs Winter, the declining Sun 
Contrafts his Courfe, a (horter Stage to run. ' 
When fultiy Setrius burns the Summer's Pride, 
The Nigl^t and Day in equal Parts divide. 
Each varying Seafon owns thy guiding Hands, 
Thy Wifdom tempers, and thy Word commands. 
Now Boreas rages with refiftlefs Sway, 
And bears the. Honours of the Grove away. 
Soft Zephyr follows, on whofe healing Wings 
Sits genial Heat, and chearful Verdure fprings, 
Ar Slums (bines, its Seed the Glebe requires. 
And yellow Harvcfts blcfs the Dog Starts Fires. 
By Laws eternal is the Whole confin'd, 
No Force can break thcnn, and no Art unbind. 
Each in pleas'd Order, at thy Flat moves ; 
Man, wretched Man alone excentral roves. 
Outcaft from thee, excluded from thy Cares, 
Nor joys thy Guidance, nor thy Bleffing (hares. 
Or whence do all thefe monftrous Crimes arife ? 
Why fickle Fortune ftill confounds the Wife? 
Would greateft Evils elfc the Good purfue ? 
Miftake a Vengeance to the Wicked due ? 
While the rais'd Tray tor fits enthron'd on high. 
And fees beneath him proftrate Juftice lye : 
The labouring A'irtues hide their radiant Forms. 
Obfcur'd in Vapours, and opprefsM with Storms. 

Whoe'er thou art that fortn'd the mighty Whole, 
Whofe Power preferves it, and whofe Laws controul. 
Let Us, its nobleft Part, Compa(fion find. 
And pity miferable loft Mankind. 
Betray 'd by Fortune, fave our finking State ; 
And free us from the Tyranny of Fate. 
To troubled Minds reitore their halcion Peace ; 
Rebuke the Storm, and bid the Tempeft ceafe* 
Grant us the Union of the blefs'd above. 
Religious Fear, and fympathetick Love, 

When 
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When I jiad ended thefe tedious Complainings, the Goddcfs,' 
with a benign Air, and perfeft Unconcern for all I had titter- 
ed, thus made her Reply. 'When I found you overwhelmed 
with Sorrows, I immediately, as you may well fuppofe, knew 
you to be miferable, and in Banifhmcnt ; but how far from 
Home, had you not told me, I confefs 1 had been iHll igno- 
rant of : But you miflake, you are not an Exile but a Wan- 
derer. Yet if you had rather call it a Force upon yon, 'tis a 
Puniftiment you owe only to yourfelf, for n6 other had a Right 
to impofe it. And if you have not forgot the Place you came 
from, you muft know it is not fubjcfted, as once was JthenSy 
to the Rule of the Populace ; but 

Where one fole Monarch does fupremely fway, 

His are the Laws, and him they all obey. Pope. 

Who rejoyces in the Entertainment, and not the Expulfion of 
his Subje^l^s ; whofe greateft Liberty confifts in Freedom from 
Licentioufnefs, and RemiiTion from the Rigours of Juftice. 
Have you forgot that antient Law of your Republick, which 
forbids the Bani{hment of that Member who chufes to continue 
in it? For whoever contains himfelf within thofeBoutids, can 
never be prefumed to deferve that Punifhment ; bat they who 
have no longer an Ambition to live there, have no longer a 
Right to its Privileges: So that I am lefs furprifed at this Ha- 
bitation, than to fee you the Tenant of it. Nor is it the Ivory 
panntlled Library, the glafs Doors, the Statues or the Paint- 
ings I fo much want, as my pleafing Station in your once peace- 
ful Bofom. A Cabinet not adorned with Books, but with 
what makes Books only valuable, WrfJom and Erudition. The 
Services you did the Publick, you have very truly, but fpa- 
jingly mentioned, when compared with the great Number you 
paffea over lA Silence. You have remai^ked upon what is well 
known to every one, of the Truth and Failhood of your Crimi- 
nation. With much D.fcrc^ion, have you but lightly touched 
upon the Crimes and Perjuries of your Accufers; a Subjeft 
better fitted to the Vociferations of the Many. You have ve- 
beoicntly declaimed agaiaft the Treatment of a cowardly,' cring- 
ing 
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iag Scaate. You have lamented the Part I bear m It, ani 
wept over the Wouads of my maogled Reputation. At length 
you broke put into an Accufaiion againft Fortune, arraigned 
Providence, blamed the unequal Diftributions of Rewards ani 
Punifhments, and concluded, in the Fury of a poetical Rapture, 
with this Petition, that the fame Peace and Concord vifible ia 
the celeliiil Orders, might regulate thefe fublunary Abodes. 
Now, fince your heightened Paffions ftill rage and blufter, and 
Grief and Refenimcnt drive you at their Pleafure, 50ur unfeitJed 
Condition not admitting of more efficacious Medicines, let «s 
ufe Lenitives to fofien this fermented Tumor, and prepare u / 
for the Edge of the incifion Knife. 

Give me Leave then, in the firft Place, to interrogate you a , 
little, to infpcft your Wounds, and probe to the Bottom of 
t:hem> that I may better know what to adminifter to the Cure. 
^(k your Pleafure, I replied, yo^ ftall find me all Obedience, 
Then (he faid ; And do you really think, that the World has 
no Goyernor»but Chance ? Or, that an eternal Mind has fomc 
Share in the Adminillration ? *Twas Madnefs, I told her, ta 
believe that the random Whirl of Fortune could ever produce 
the Regularity we behold in it. That I knew the Almighty 
Creator prefided over his Workmanfhip: and that the utmoft 
Malice of Fortune (hould never force me to re/iounce fo funda- 
j&eotal a Truth. It is bravely refolved, replied the Matron, 
and 'tis true, that though but juft before you mufically lamented 
Man, as the out-c^ of Providence, yet the reft, of the Crea^ 
tion you ftill left to his Guidance. But I am wonderfully fur- 
prifed to find, while you arc Mafter of fuch found Principles, 
you could fall fo low under your Misfortunes. We will fearch, 
by and by, more narrowly into this Bufinefs; for fure there 
^uft be fomething wanting to perfcft the Foundatbn. But 
icU me, fince you confefs the World is governed by a Provi- 
dence, what Sort of Regiment do you fuppofe that to be ? I 
fcarce apprehend, faid I, the Nature of your Qiieftion, much 
lefs am 1 capable of giving you a juft Anfwer to it. Was I de- 
ceived then, replied Philofophy, when I fufpefted fome Flaw 
in your Mind, through which this rankling Difeafe has found 
its Way ? But tell me, are you acquainted with final Caufes, 

and 
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and the Ends that Nature hath in View ? 1 once heard of thefe 
Things, 1 told her, but that Misfortunes had blotted out lhe?f 
Remembrance, Do you know then the Origin of Nature ? 
Can you tell me who fet this great Machine agoing? You have 
heard me, replied I, acknowledge it the Work of the Almighty. 
Is It chea polTible that you who know the Principles, Ihould be 
at a Lois to difcover the Tendency of Things ? But this is the 
Nature of unruly Paflions, they may (hake, diforder, and even 
deftroy the beautiful Oeconomy of the Mind, but cannot totally 
annihilate it. Now anfwer me once again : Do you know 
yourfelf to be a Man ? You can hardly think me ignorant of 
that J but, perhaps, you would have me give you a Definition of 
him, as whether I know myfelf to be a Mortal, reafoning Ani- 
mal. I do ; and confefs, that I am fubjeft to all the Infirmi- 
miiies of that Condition. Now (he ; Do you know no more 
of yourfelf than this comes to? Not the leaft. I have difco- 
vered then, fays (he, another, and more formidable Caufe of 
your Diftemper ; a Willingnefs to fit down contented in your 
Ignorance, and have now found the Whole of your Malady, and 
fo made the firft Step to your Recovery. From this Ignorance 
of yourfelf it is, that you bemoan your Exile and Confifcaiion. 
From your Ignorance of final Caufes, that you look upon the 
Villain as great, powerful and happy ; and from your Ignorance 
of the Ways of Providence, that you believe human Accidents 
to be the OfF-fpring of Chance and Fortune, Caufes fufficient, 
not only to produce Difeafe, but Dcitruflion. Then give 
Thanks to the great Author of your Recovery, that Reafon has 
not quite forfook you. The only furviving Spark of Life is your 
Acknowledgment of Providence, which fubftitutes an eternal 
Mind, in^ the Place of fortuitous Accidents. Take Courage 
then, for from this little Seed of Fire, we may revive and blow 
up the almoA /eivtinguifhed Flame. 
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C L A U D I A N' s 

PANEGYRIGK 

ON THE THIRD 

CONSULATE of HONORIUS. 

FROM THE ORIGINAL. 



Feliciter audet. 



NOW in your third Trabea you appear, ^^■^■^v 
And your third Fafces glad the opening Year. 
BlefsM (hall it be, in luckier Periods roU'd, 
Each fmiling Month in quiet Plenty told. 
In loofen'd Folds, the gay Gabinian Gown, 
Heavy with orient Gems, flows peaceful down ; 
Embroider'd Purple to rough Arms fucceed. 
And curule Chariots, to the Warrior Steed ; 
Stern Liftors triumph o'er the tcntecl Field, 
And furling Enfigns to their Axes yield. 
Hail Prince ! who with your eaftern Brother hold. 
With equal Sway, a patrimonial World: 
May Heav'n, propitious on thy Honours, fmile, 
Direft thy Rule, and guide thy annual Toil : 

Solon this ^ra more ferenely fhine. 

Bright as his Beams, and as his Courfe benign. 

Hail ! Wifti and Promife of the longing Earth ! < 

Thy Sire a King, a Palace gave thee Birth; 

In conqu'ring Camps, amid triumphant Wars, 

And laurelPd Chiefs, he wcap'd thy infant Years. 

A fubjeft State thy Childhood never knew. 

But Life and Sov'reignty together grew ; 

A Monarch thou to early Empire born, 

Whofc facred Purple thy young Limbs adorn. 

Submiflive 
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SubmiiEye Eagles court thy rifing Rays, 

And bending Launces rouni thy Cradle blatc* 

Untam-d Germania trembles at thy Birth, 
Rhine, frighted back, o'erflows the bord'ring Earth. 
Proud Oiucafus aftooifli'd, humbly bows, 
' Aod fhakes the fliaggy Honours of his Brows \ 
A God rever'd, bends quiverM Meroe low ; 
Drops the drawn Arrow from th* enervate Bow. 
Pleas'd with the Camp, you, yet an Infant, played, 
Beneath the fwelling Enfign*s dreadful Shade; 
Would, in the favage Garb of vanquifh'd Kings, delight, 
And fport in all the recent Spoils of Fight : 
Then meet your Sire, fond of the firft Embrace, 
Red from the Field, and reeking from the Chacc ; 
Oft as the Hero*s conquering Arms were turn*d 
From the fcourg'd North, that wet with Slaughter mourn'd | 
Thy little Haods demand the glorious Prize, 
Which now iht- Scythian* s well ftrung Horn fupplies; 
Now Suevian Reins, or Darts by Dacians born 5 
Or barb'rout Zones from proftrate Gelons torn. 
Rais'd on \i\$ polifti'd Shield, we oft beheld 
Thee, graceful fmiling, overlook the Field; 
Fcarlefs thy Father's figured Mail furvey, 
And with his beamy Cafque, and nodding Plumage play% 
Joy*d with the favVmg Omen, clofe he prefs'd 
The lovely Wanton to hislabVmg Breaft. 
Then raptVous cry'd ; " O Monarch of the Sky ! 
** Thus, from the Fight triumphant bring my Boy: 
** Or, when Hircania gives him frefti Alarms, 
" Or haughty jyWa tempts his thundVing Arms. 
•* Such, .and fo dreadful, let me fee him come, 
*' All gay in hoftile Blood, and panting Home : 
" Covered urith Doft, thenoblcft DrefsofWar, 
" To his old Sire the Spoijs of Battle bear. 
When firft thy forward Pbot afpir*d to Man, 
Proud of his Charge, the careful King begaa 
To point thy ready Steps, the Road to Fame, 
To fire thy Soul, and fan the rifing Flame. 

loglorious 
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Jnglorious Luxury, unaftive Fafe, 
And all the Pieafures of a Court, difpleafe. 
He banifli'd from thee, ev'ry foft'ning Snare, 
And*ftruBg thy Neives to all the Toils of War; 
Taught thee to bear the Polar Hails and Wind, 
While o'er thy Head the freezing Pleiads (hin'd ; 
To plunge the rapid Floods, that broadeft flow. 
And fill thy whitcn*d Helm with Alpine Snow : 
All the bleak Night to watch the hoftile Field, 
Prop'd on thy Spear, or refting on thy Shield. 
Set in a* fierce Extream, he now commands 
To dare the Summer Suns, and Africk'% Sands: 
To fcale the rocky CliflT, to fcour the Plain, 
To leap the Trench, to guide the ruling Rein; 
To fend the Arrow from the twanging Bow, 
And from Balearic Slings thb kindling Bullet throw. 
Then fets to view the brighteft Charms of Fame, 
Collefted in thy Grandfire's mighty Name. 
Draws him on Sun -burnt f^ybia^s barren Shores, 
And where, 'gainft Thule, utmoft Ocean roars. 
The fwift Numidian here reveres his Sway, 
Here Piifs^ well call'd fo, tremble and obey : 
The Scot he follows tliro' his traftlefs Woods, 
With Keels viftorious, ftems the Brittjh l^loods. 
From Pole to Pole his Arms he ftretches wide ; 
In both their Seas his conquering Navies ride. 
The princely Pupil firing at the View, 
Demands th' illuftrious Labour to renew. 
Tq lefs Advantage the Sage Centaur taught, 
And flower form'd P elides opening Thought ; 
When firft he learn'd the Length of Launce to throw. 
To ftrike the Lyre, each healing Plant to know. 
Now civil Flames each fadiious Bofom warms. 
And direful Difcord fets the Globe In Arms. 
Why (hower ye, Gods ! your blacked: Storms on Rome f 
Why heap Diftionours on the Age to come ? 
A favage Exile wades th' Hefperian Land i 
Her ravifli'd fceptre owns a fervile Hand. 

£ But 



But fooff the vengeful Chi^f returns {torn fs^^ 
Prepar'd to meet tbq riiiog Rage qf Wac- 
A num'fou? Hoft he gathers, as be goes. 
From fartb§ft Jnd' to^here EupbratA^ flovi ;j 
All that ue4r H^lis* happy Streams afeidle; / 

Or rich Qr$Htes blefles with his Tide* 
For him^ th^ Jrak quit^ his fpicj Woods : 
For him, the ready Med^s their CoQiian Floods > 
For him ihe Fartkm ; that NiphaU^ l*ve^ y 
For him, Jmrnia^ Phafif fer(^s. Waves, 
^ With gen'rous Heat, hpw did thy Bofom gloWr 
While the QwilJ Clarion call'd tjo face the Foo ! 
Thy Heart iaflamed by aU fajr Glory's Cbarips, 
Beat thi(l^^ and vigorous \ at the CJang of Arms j 
Impatient tg eujoy the oooiiog Fightr 
And rulh tp Battle ia thy Father's Mightr 
Thus by tb* imperial Liooefs eonvey'd^ 
Her unarm»d QiF-fpriog flumbers in theSMQ; 
Safe (h^ regales him wUh unpurcbas'd Prey, 
And hides him frpm th?J Dangers of the Da?* 
But when his hardening Teeth mvite a Foe, 
His Claws to (boot, and Maac begins to flow^ 
He leaves ia4ignant hi§ inglorious Den, 
And roa»s, with his Getuftan Sire,, the Plain ; 
Still forwpft to PPP^fe ^he H^nter's Spear, 
Or from, a tyrant Wk x^^ reding Vitals tear* 
But the wife Priiiqe thy forward Hopes witbftand^^ 
Atid trufts th^ Reins, pf Empire to thy Hand? ; 
The regal Rouwl does tp thy Head apply. 
The ju ft Reward of fwh young Piety, 
Whofe fpreadin&Fame fofar thy Ye:WF& out-ruOr 
That the high Honour feems deferr'd top long* 
Her Smilw propitious Vi^ory beftows, 
And front a dbuhto CSaim her Favour flows. 
There thou draws down the willing Gods tofightr 
And hereibc Monarch conqucriin thy Right. 
For thee oq J^ne Hills his Plumage flows. 
For thee a'er Its bleak SttQunits drives thy Foe?* 
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in Rock^ Viiich Nttare meant a fare Retreat^ 
Hiniy vahvly Aano'd, the caurious Rebels meet : 
The Mound be forced, in whofe dark Womb they laj^ 
Tore the high Barriery and let in the Day. 
For thee the North fends forth his win'try Stores, 
His whole ArtillVy in full Fnry roars ; 
Back on the Foe, in bloody Whirlwinds ride 
The feather'd Tcmpcfis, frttftrate turned aGdc ; 
Rfcverted Shafts th* aftonifli'd Traytor tires. 
In Storms of Steel the blafled Hoft ex^pires. 
Their beft belov'd, the Heav'n and Nature own; 
Thee warring Elements confpire to crown ^ 
Auxiliary Clouds in Thunders fall. 
And Winds confederate hear thy Trumpet's Call, 
Jlps melted Snows in crimfon Currents glide. 
The tinfturM Stream reeks with the tepid Tide; 
That with heap*d Carnage ftagnating had flood. 
But rapid Gore renew'd the weakened Flood. 
At length, the baleful Author of our Woes 
Contrives himfelf, to give the World Repofc : 
His faithlefs Breaft more than one Weapon needf. 
By two concurring Swords the Murderer bleeds ; 
And bis own Hand, heCe ufeful to Mankind, 
Affifts the Fate he Well deferv^ to find* 

Freedom reftor*d, waits Nature to remove 
The Chief, to all his purchased Pow'r above ; 
Opens the ftarry Portals of the Sky, 
While trembling Jtlas (hews his coming nigh. 
Yet he defers to claim the bright Abode, 
And waves a while his Title to the God, 
*Till you return, his longing Eyes to blefs. 
And at his Hands receive the refcu'd Worldin Peace. 
Sudden you leave behind the Thracian Lands, 
Forming your ventYous Way thro* barb^ous Bands. 
GUttVing in Ice, bleak Rhodope appears. 
The lading Habit of inclement Years ; 
Round Qrphius once, the ftony Audience huog, 
And tafadPity fbflen*d as he fung ; 

E 2 Nm 
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Next under OEte*s cloudy Height. ypu rode,-. 
Whence Hercules, in Flames,, com me gc'4 a God : 
Then his green Margin ; kc^Empius lave, 
Jrf fmootheft Courfes, and the mildell Wave : 
Now, Pelion facred by the Nereids made ; 
And dark Dod6na\ venerable Shades : 
Infpir'd by your Approach, Cha:nia's Oak 
In Praife, its long lamented Silence broker 
At laft IlIyriurrL^s fandy Shores y.oogain. 
And fee Jjww'i'wi fweep the diftant Plain. 

Rejoycing Italy injpatient vyait;s,. 
The thronging Nations IfTue at. her Gates. 
Impe'uous Po thy facred Pow'r a-dores,. 
With Waves more gentle gliding to his Shores t 
A-rourtd" whofe Barks the Silvan fillers mourn, . 
In trickling Tears rafh Phaeton overthrown; 
AwM by thy Influence now, reftrain'd they keef- 
The liquid Amber, and negleft to weep, r- 
*Midft Crowds of Boys, the hoary head appears, 
Attends thy coming, and forgets his .Years : 
Her houfehold Cares the Matron lays afide. 
And Veils no longer modeft Virgins hide. 
Here thy fond Father met, and clafp'd thee round,, 
Thee, pious Prince ! inclofe Embraces bounds, . 
One fpreading Lawrel fliading either Car, 
As to the Royal Palace you repair.. 
Who thought he faw not then the Morning Ray, . , . 
With mingjed Beams falute the God of Day ? 
Or thundVing Jove in heav'nly Hgnours ride. 
With rofy Bacchus fmiling. by his Side I 
Around thy Wheels inburniih'd Armour blaze 
The crefted Soldiers,, loudeft in thy Praife. 
Reflefted. lights offend the dazzled Eye, 
That from the Flafli of gleamy Helmets fly ; 
While the fleel Harvefts of the fiery Field, 
With double Day the aufpicious Entry gild* 
Partftretch the yielding Bow-fl:ring*s fiaewy Length ; 
Part launch the whirring Dart with artful Strength ; 

And 
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And part fclcft, with brawnier Mufcles throw 
The beamy JavSin at the diflact Foe, 
Here, to the Sun, ambitious Kagles rife, 
And here, aloft, a painted Dragon flies, 
That, fweird by Wmds, a living ferpenr grows. 
And born in Clouds, full animated flows ; 
Rjds'd'on his fpirey Folds, his Seniles increafc, 
"While whiftling WavJDgq counterfeit an Hifs. 

Th* applauding People part, at length they come. 
To lofty Palatine, imperial Dome ! 
The Crowd withdrawn, the Monarch Silence br®lcc. 
And thus his royal Son-in Law befpoke: 
** Brave Stiiicho, my fure Defence in Fight, 
" Fn Peace the loyal Guardian of my Right. 
** For when to battle my bold Troops I led, 
** Thou; ever near m^, Thunders at their Head : 
** When honoured by a grateful Senate's Voice, 
" Thy zealous Suffrage ftill prevents their Choice. 
** Hebrus* fwoln Streams ran fanguine to the Shore, 
«« Which we together, warm'd with Getick Gore } 
<f Weary, we both on Scythian Ice have Ia>n, 
*' Both trod triumphant IJter*^ frozen Plain ' 
** Charged in confederate Arms Dalmatian Hofts, 
" And with united Fires defpoird their Coafts. 
« But now I lay the ruling Sceptre down, 
<« Between my Boys divide my parted Crown ; 
« And all, (for fee me halte to Realms of Day) 
«* The mighty Burthen on thy Shoulders lay. 
** Safe then, thou dear Companion of mv Wars, 
<* Secure the Purple for my youthful Heirs. 
*« By that bleft Night, that to thy longing Arms 
" Thy blooming Confortgave in a'l her Charms, 
«« By the chafte Secrets of the genial Bed, 
«* Shield them in Tumult, and in Council aid : 
** Supply my Place, thy Care a Parent's p»ove, 
<* Guide as their Leader ; as their Father love. 
«* Now, now, I feel my mounting Spirit rife, 
** Born on thy Wings, (he feeks her native bkies. 

E 2 *' Should 
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*< ShooM mtd 7yphaus (bake the Ifles tfide» 

•• (Dafc'd o'er the Deep) that the fell Moofter hide ; 

" Or ftruggling Tityus from hif Fetters iM-cak^ 

•« And dare the Fury of the Vulture's Beak ; 

** £tna"% red Top Enceladus overthrow, 

** And fiercer vex her toriur'd Fires bclo^^, 

** DifarmM their Rage, their direful Clamours ce^e, 

«* While thy rais'd Thunder frights the World tia Peaci;. 

He faid,— and (as Clouds driv*a oV fbaded PJajns, 

Swift thro^ the Ether draw their humid Trains) 

Paft to the Moon's pale Orb, then leaves below 

The Realms where Jrcas* fparkling Splendors glow. 

Next balmy Venus ^ th^c benignant breaths. 

In milder Majefty, the God receives : 

From hence his rifmg Rode |hro' Phosffus lies. 

And the red flames that fiercer Mars fupplies : 

Wiih cooler Beams pow Jupiur prevails. 

Chill Saturn now his chearful Influence feels. 

Self-mov'd for him, Heav'ns golden Gates unt|ar| 

For him, Ar^topbilaa refits his Car. 

Ready Orion waits the wifh'd Commaad^ 

His Rule to render to an abler Hand. 

The fpangl'd Galaxie fubmifs obey, 

Confeis the God, and kindly court his Stay ; 

Seek if he deign? his friendly Fires to join. 

Or in diftinguifh'd Radjence fmgly (hine 9 

All anxious where he claims his ftarry Care, 

And each ambitious torefign his Sphere, '^ 

O once our Glory I now the Immortal's Pride, 

Hefperiqn Seas thy fetting Honours hide 1 

Thy Oceans bathes thee in her foftcft Waves, 

And wearied, to her kindred Bread receives. 

P happy Parents ! Here your earlieft Beast 

Around Arcadius* out-ftretch'd Empires Sanies \ 

When to the Weft your languid Fires decline, 

Over his Brother's wide Domain you (hine. 

Each Region your aufpicious Light furveys, 

Glad Homage to the royal Partners pays. 
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Serene to tv^al Majefty they fit, 

WhUe willing Nations to their Yok* fiibmlt ; 

In all the Bld&Dgs of foft Peate they reign, 

|>leas*d to begid aA Age of Gold agaitt. 

Pale Av'rice to her Stf^iM Sifters flies, 

Refigns the Globe, and frees the labouring Skies: 

His heapy Hoards Ambition vainly told, 

fle madly mourns his unavailing Oold ,: 

<}orraption*s banifhM from the watchful Throne, 

And Power attendant but on Worth alone. 

Hail, happy Brothers ! whofe extended Rule 
Th« Orb^s vaft R^nd )S deftin*d to controUl : 
Names by your great Forefathers unexplor'd. 
And where your Sire's bold Eagles never foar'd, 
Kind Muldber his friendly Skill (hall yield. 
In heav'nly Arms to fei yon to the ftcld. 
For each a dreadful /E^U be prepares. 
Which fweatiog Brontes fwells with figured Warff# 
High on the H«lm, fets Sterapis the Creft^ 
With gilded Horfe-haif formidably grac*d j 
Pyracmon artful fills the hollow Mold, 
And into Cprflets cafts the running Gold. 
With the loud Toil the Molims (bake around, ^ 

Aud all Sicilia labours with the Sound. 
The Sea-green Hories of the watry God, ^ 
Bred in the dirk Recefies of the Plood, 
Now harnefs'd to the Yoke, obedient (land. 
And hear the Lafti, i»id court your ruling Mand^ 
So fwift, they would not da(b the fnr^ng Main, 
Nor print the Sand, nor bruife the bearded Grain ; 
In full Career, unhurt would be the Grafs, 
And the top Billow fcarce perceive them pafs. 

Already fee proud Balyfon overthrown, 
In real Flights the backward Parihian turn. 
Now barb'rous BaSlria bends beneath thy Force, 
And frighten'd Oanges turns afide his Courfe* 
^adly he (hoves along his captive Tide, 
While humbled Perfia cafts her Gems afide. 

E4 C% 
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Go mighty Monarchs where rough Tanals rolla^ 
Join in your Conqueft the divided Poles ; 
Oppofe your Arms to the Sun's brightefl: ^eams^ 
And feek the hidden Source of iV/Vs long Streams: 
Let not great Liber*s Eailern Bounds reftraln. 
Nor where Jlcides marks the fetting Main. 
*Tis yours of Right, to fubjugate Mankind, 
And round the Globe your regal Fetters bind. 
For you (hall give his Pearls the ruddy Sea, - 
Submiflive Ind' her Ivory Tributes pay ; 
Arabian Groves their facred Sweets afford. 
And Seric Looms fupply a Weftern Lord. 



nrrMAIOrrEPANPMAXIA: 

OR, THE 

B A T T L E 

O P T H E 

CRANES AND PIGMIES. 
From the Latin of Mr. Addison, 

IN ^^ITATION OF M?LTON*5 STYtE. 



Lujit amahiliter, 

1SING the Crane and Pygmy up in Arms, 
And brandifli'd Tucks oppofe to pointed Beaks, 
Raife, Mufe, the Fury of the feather'd Foe, 
Lead the low Cohorts to the dufty Field, 
And Men and Birds in rude Encounter join. 
Long hath a Raee of vulgar Heroes ftione 
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lathe bright Annals of recording Bards. 

Fit thenie for vSong Heroic only deem'd. 

In Pomp of Numbers live the Toils of Fight; 

Andendlefs Papons ccchoe thro* the Lines* 

The Youth of Greece fill the wide Mouth of Fame; 

Ithefeus and ftern Achilles triumph ftill ; 

Pious £neas charms the liftening Age ; ' 

And Boyne preferves immortal TVilliatrCs Name ; 

The Theban Brothers, and great Pompey's Fall 

Command a mighty Tribute of our Tears. 

I firfl: turn devious,, from the beaten Traft 

Averfe on higher Argument intent ; 

Standards, not yet unfurl'd in Song, difplay. 

And tune a ftiriller Trumpet's mimick Notes: 

Draw little Champions vibrating the Spear, 

And Ipng-wing'd Warrior*? ruftiiogfrom the Clouds. 

Where the Sun's genial Rays mature the Eaft, 

And India g\o^s with the firft blufli of Day, 

(Surrounded with inbofpitable Rocks) 

In a green Vale, approach 'd by few, there flood. 

While Fate propitious fmil'd, the growing Empire 

Of the Pygniean Race. The Plain then throng'd 

With thick Inhabitants, a well-order'd State,; 

Each ftudious to promote the Common weal, 

And cultivate the little Arts of Life. 

If haply now the curious Traveller, 

Over the rocky Mound purfues his Way, 

A dreary defart, wafle ; and wild he fees, 

Whiten'd with little Bones of Heroes Slain. 

Half-ruin'd Palaces, and nodding Towers, 

Wide Defolaiion ! ftrike the wondVing Sight. 

A Region dolorous ; Th* obfcene Abode 

Of the ipxulting Crane ; fecuiely now 

She weaves her Nefl, and plumes her callow Young. 

Not fo, while the fmall Progeny poflefs'd 

The Seat of Empire, which long, long gave Laws 

To the remoteft Corner of the Plain. 

*|*ben if the vent'rous Foe with Inroads picrc*d. 

On 
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Oo Ravages intent ; the little Corpt» 

Stitl upon Guard, rnlH vigorous to the Field, 

With hoftile Blood revenge their Country's Wrongt^ 

And ftrew thciGrtnoid with flanghter'd Carcalfe^ : 

Returning from the Field, each loaded Chief, 

Triumphant drags along the indignant Prey, 

Which roaftcd, crowns ihe Vidor'a genial Botrd. 

Oft was th' tiQwary Bird in Ambufhilain, 

Oft were their Nefts demolifti'd ; on thciir Yonng 

Was wreak'd the Rage due to the Parent's Crimett* 

For when, with wond'rous Toil and Care, they'd tps'4 

The artful Strufture for the future Ft)Wl ; • 

Sudden the a£Uve Infantry alaria'd 

Ru(h do^n upon chem in a Storm of War* 

Raced are their Works ; the fittal Sword cuts (hort 

The fpringlng Life, while yet the half-form'd Foe 

^ies hid in the frail Orb*s defencelefs Round. 

War, fatal War, for thcfc dire Seeds ^rofe ; • 
Bands breathing Slaughter, Men and Birds in Arms> 
And grifly Deaths in difPrent Forms confus'd. 
Far lefs the bloody Fights, which once engaged 
In mock Sublime, the bold Maonian Bard, 
W^hen noify War, diftnrb'd the Marftiy Realms. 
(Dreadful to fee !} here Isqr the mangled Trunk 
Of an expiring Mouie, Ki^ith hoftile Ruihes gor*d ; 
There a maimM Frog in hoarfer Murmurs croaks. 
With one Leg lopped, he creeps along the Field, 
Difabled toeflay ^he aftlvie ]Leap. 

Olittle Mortals, blipdiaFatei alas, 
Jn an ill Hour, ye fought thcfe hoftile Tents. 
Now dawns the Day that ye (hall wi(h nntoiuch'd 
The Eggs and Offrfpring of th' offended Fowl, 
for with repeated Wrongs provok'd, the Craned 
Convent a Council, to conftilt Revenge. 
The fierce Inhabitant$ of S/rym^s's Flood, 
Of Lakey Mareotis, and the Banks 
Of diftant Caifler^s well waterM Meads, 
Throng to the gcaVal Diet : With them came, 

U 
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|b league oflfeofire^ and defienfiFc join'd. 

The borderert cfStytbia'i froun Shored, 

And the ramoteft J^irU mighty Stream. 

SKh^Ws and threatea'd Wounds they meditate; 

Sharpen their Tallons, and their Pinioos plume ;. 

And whet tbefaul Beak for future Fight. 

So great therr Thirft of Blood, ib mighty their Revenge, 

The Spring now opens the Campaign ; aloft 

The brave confederated Nations rife. 

P^er diftantTraflfiof Lands» and Seas disjoin'd^ 

Born on expanded Wings» ibey fteer their Courf'^, 

And now they penetrate the Clouds ; thro' Storms, 

And northern Snows now force theif defperate Way. 

Air labours with th' unofaal waft of Plumes^ 

And the loud cackling fills the Concave round. 

The Din of War no lefs dift^rb'd the Plains. 
For there, their Country's C^ufe provokes to Arms 
TheaQive Pigmy Troops militii^'d oiir, 
|n fronted Brigades^ marihal'd to the Charge. 
Two flanking Wings fecure th' imbodied War, 
And thick Battalions fcour the hoftile Ground. 
Impatient for the Charge they fliake the Dart, 
And fiient meet the horrid Front of Death. 

Full in the centre ftalks their haughty Chicf| 
Advancing onward ; and above the reO, 
in Shape and Gefture proudly eminent. 
Stood like a Giant ;— half a Yard in Heighth. 
Moft gloomy was his Stare : bis honeft Face 
Peep Scars of hpftile Tallons had intrenched : 
Nor lefs his manly Brcaft, wide fpread, declared 
True princely Worth, frefli mark'd with cruel Beak^. 
For he was born to wage againft the Crane 
Eternal Battles, and immortal Hate. 
And dearly he repaid the Wounds they lent. 
When, Comet like, his dreadful Blade he wav*d. 
Before its Lightning fkw the blafled Foe, 
Or in a Moment loft bis Powo* to fly« 
yrhat Heaps of Slaughter has it made i how oft 
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Has th' unflctch'd Infant fall'n before it»s Edge ! 
Alas ; how oft has wldoW'd Strymon moarn'd. 
Her Hufband's, aad her Sons untimely Fkte j 
AviA now — 

From a black Cloud, furcharg'd with War and Foes^ 
Loud Shouts proceed, frightful to mortal Ears, 
Which ftill encreafe re-echoing from the Field. 
'Till near advanc'd, a mighty Hoft of Birds 
Appear, whofe Front, of hideous Depth and Length, 
Vexes the troubled Air from Pole to Pole ; 
While a difaft'rous Darknefs veils the Camp, 
Now numberlefs ; but to revifit foon, 
In thtoaer Ranks, and more contrafted Bands, > 
Their native Shores ; in an ill Hour forfook. 
Thus brav'd, the Pigmy loud requires the Fight, 
And with Impatience Eyes the hovVing Storm. 
Long need he not, for foon the vengeful Fowl 
Rufh down precipitant, with horrid Shouts 
On the firm Troops, collcfted in their Might. 
Wild Uproar rages : dire is the Noife 
' Of Conflift ; fcatter*d Plumes fly all around. 
Spent with loflg Toil, the bold Strymonians rife. 
High foaring on main Wing ; then breath a while, - 
And with redoubled Rage the Fight renew. 
Long Time in equal Scale the Battle hung. 
A daring Crane, by the brave Foe transfix'd, 
Here furious raves, and whirls in bloody Orbs i 
While feebly he attempts the laft home Pu(h, 
He falls, he gathers up his Claws, and dies. 
There, a ftabb*d Pigmy weltYing in his Blood, 
With thick and heavy Groans fighs out his Soul, 
Which curfes, as it goes, the fatal Beak : 
Thick patters with his little Heels the Ground. 

Noify Confufion fills the frighted Field ; 
Which bluftifis with the Blood of proftrate Chiefs* 
Fingers and Claws, difmember'd Arms and Wings, 
And broken Swords, and Beaks, lye fcattcr'd round the Plain. 
Where the thick Battle rag'd, the Pigmy King 

Prodigious 
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Prodigious PowV hath (hewn ; around him rofe, 
A Rampart of the Bodies of the Slain. . . . 
Dauntlefs 'midfl .Deal hs he flood, like Fate,, uamov'd^ 
Nor aught avail'd the united Flap of Wings, 
Or ported. Beaks; where e'er he turned, they fled. 
And now the Fortune of the Day is lodg'd 
In his right ^^rm alone: Wl;ien, fad to tell I 
A formidablQ Fowl,, wiih o^it-ftretch'd Wing, 
Sudden from all his,Conquefts,: fnatch'd the PrincCf 
(So will'd the Gods) and bore amid' the Clouds* 
Pendant he hung } glad. Clamours fill the .3ky^ 
While his fad People belplefs mourn below . 
Their wrigling captive Monarch doom'd to feafl: 
The favage Conqueror/s infatiate Maw. 

Now its mod frightful Vifage War puts on. 
Th* infernal Crane, ftiU foaring in his Flight, 
Tears with 4-emorfelefs Claws the wretched Chief ; 
Impatient, of the Wound, he flings, he raves. 
And beats the Air, i^ dying Pangs convuls'd. 
Such was the dreadful Scene, when fell Briarius, 
Titaniarij or Earth-born, raging fierce. 
Threw (haggy Pelion to the Throne of Heav'n ; 
And ftruck th* Almighty Thund'rer from his Seat. 
Rocks thro' mid Air encounter'd fiery Bolts, 
Hurl'd to, and fro, with Jaculaiion dire. 
Wing'd with fork'd Lightning, the hoarfe Thunder flieS;, 
From Jove^s red Arm, thick on the Rebel Crew. 
*Till overthrown the Giant Carnage lay 
Involv'd in Smoak, and hot with fulph'rous Wounds. 
Their mightiefl quell'd, the fainting Battle fwerves 
With many an Inroad torn ; o'er-powr'd at length, 
Diforder enters, and foul Rout enfues. 
Part fly out right, Part fuppliant fall before 
Th' infulting Viftors, preffing on the Rear. 
The vengeful Bird, alas ! No Quarter gives. 
Bent on entire Deftruftion of the Race. 

Thus the Pygmean Empire, that had flood 
Triumphant, 'midft innumerable Wars, 



So glork>tts to bcrfelfy fe fatal to thtCnrit, 
Now faw her towering Strufture^ !aSd' fa Dvtd^ 
Hst Throne fobverted, and her Name no oforcw 
For earthly States hsve ill determin'd Periods, 
Beyood whole Date tbey Ve not to be prolonged. 
So ended once fvond Ssifyhnh Domsioe; 
Then Perjm, nextkiPow^r, fo nest in Fate, 
And Rome mimorta}, laft, and greateft felh 
Now oa BJjffian Phtins^ the happy Shades 
Dwell uadlftitpb^. Perfpicnov^ in the Tbrcbg, 
Rife the old Heroes more majeftick Forilts. 
If Credit we nay give to ancieot Tale^ 
Full oft bas the b^tat«d Fea&nt feed 
The jocund Elv^, by (hady Grove, or Rmoe, 
Or Foreft Lawxr^ their Moon-light Revdis keep : 
While» faff jfrom dire Alarm of Cranes^ and Ibft 
To former Toll, on Mirth and Dance intent. 
They mark fine Rmglets in diftiitgtttfh*d Grceo ; 
Now by the Nam^ of F^ies better known. 
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FRAGMENT, 
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Claudian's Firft Book againft R0rrNUs, 

IMITATED* 



jfJeo tritum thema ejt^ a^ui ah mvMiius J0Hatnvi^ etittn, ^/ecejkm 
praponere mt/efar^nf^^ QCCupatai^prapUrfscuritaUm^ lihrUttem^ 
dukedinem, dignitatem^ aut faltemai iu^nitatihus immunittHem^ 
utnemo tiaftet hunc locum quin bcae traftet;. ita hummMts 
conceptihm in exferUfdoj &* confenjibus in approlando cotifinat^ 

Bacon de Au£^, Scieait* 



OF RUPINUS, 

SLOW daftard Duhefs is his native Vice, 
But Mifchicf quickens, and informs the Mafe. 
From Realm to Realm as the Deftroyer flies, 
A following Traft of bloody Rnin lies. 
Beneath the Line with fiercer Fires he glows. 
And adds new Winter to Rhtpbean Snows. 
An horrid Refpite Chains and Racks afford, 
The cruel Mercies of th* impending Sword : 
Worfc than th* impending Sword protraftcd Breath, 
A Life prolonged to 'wail the Woes of Death. 

If any, holder than the reft, deny 
When call'd, the Tyrant's Coffers to fupply. 
Stung with the dire Difgrace, he foams with Ire, 
And his red Eye-Balls dart deftruftive Fire. 
So the ftruck Savage roves GetuUa's Plain, 
Tugs the barb'd Javlin, and provokes the Fain ; 
EpbKd of her Young, fo the mad Tygrefs roars, 
li«Dg$ on the Farth, and Thunders to the Shores ; 
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So hiffes fierce, fo meditates her Foe 

The trodden Snake, while her big Columcs glo^* 

fi^ut ftill he thirffs; .ftill fiiaes ati^dft his Store, 

A Wretch, that's always craving, always poor* 

See great Fabricius, great ia Indigence, 

Slight the deluding Tribute of a Prince ; 

His foiall paternal Plot SetranUs plows, 

While Sweat bedews the toiling Conful's Brows. 

Thofe lowly Cots, the Curian Names adorn 

On Cloud- hid Palatine look down with Scorn. 

O facred State 1 where Wealth or Want ne'er come ; 

To ferve no Motive, to enflave no Rom^. 

Let Luxury thy o'er-charg'd Nature load. 

And with phantaftick Dainties heap thy Board, 

To her full Breads, me Mother Earth receives. 

Cheaply I'll riot on the Wealth flie gives. 

There, figur'd Walls betray the Tyrian Loom, 

Th' inaperial Murix proudly paints thy Dome. 

Here, blooming Meads their fragrant Sweets difpenfe ; 

Here, living Pleafures court the ravUh'd Senfe ; 

Embroidered Carpets evVy Field adorn. 

Blow in the Grove, and open in the Lawn ; 

The flowry Couch, and gently murm'ring Streams 

Lull to foft Slumbers, and unbroken Dreams. 

There, dam'rous Clients croud long Rooms of State, 

And fawning Levees, call the Wretched Great. 

Here, in fmooth Whifpers, balmy Zephyr blows. 

And airy Mufick wakes from calm repofe. 

" A virtuous Poverty's a Good confefs'd. 
" When Nature made us Men, ftie made us blefs'cf, 
** So live the Wife, who hear her heav'nly Voice, 
•* Who know to make, and know toufe their Choice. 
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ANOTHER 

FRAGMENT 

IMITATED^ FROM THE SAME. 

OF T have thefe Thoughts my anxious Soul opprefs^d. 
With fluftuating Fury tore my Breaft, 
Whether omnifcient Powers, all Good beftow, 
Their Care and bleflings on Mankind below : 
Or doth fole Arbitrefs, blind Chance, prefide^ 
And Things at random drive the giddy Guide. 
When this harmonious Whole I wondering found 
By Laws dlrefted, ftrifteft Union bound ; 
How circling Seafons in their Turns appear, 
To pour their Produfl:s, and compleat the Year ; 
How Night and Day in grateful Change move round ; 
How flruggling Deeps, unwilling own a Bound: 
The Tumult ceas'd. — Yet tho' reprefs*d my Fears, 
My Mind Aill labours with the leffening Cares. 
As when retiring Storms forfake the Deep, 
Pant to the Shore, and o'er the Billows creep. 
While Ocean yet, not all his Peace regains. 
Nor baffled Boreas quits the heaving Plains, 
Thick fluttering Blafts die in a diftant Roar, 
And fainter Murmurs fall along the Shore. 
But now a confcious Guidance I defcry. 
Now fee a Mind Almighty, thron'd on high : 
Who points the Planets their unvaried Way ; 
Fills the fair Womb of Earth with OfF-fpring gay; 
Gives changing Phoebe Splendors not her own. 
And {lores with unlent Light theconftant Sun; 
On central Axes hangs the Aeady Ball, 
Secure in Air, and gives it Laws to roll. 
When lo I again < ■ 
My Views no more a certain Profpeft boaft. 
And all the Promife of the God is loft. 
Black gathering Clouds my ruffled MindVcr-fprcad, 
BewllderM in the Maze of Life I tread^ 

F Scf 
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See the fucccfsful Villain ride the StMCr 
The Patriot finking in the Storms of Fc-vtc.r 
SuddeD Religion's ftrong Supports Decay, 
And all the towering Fabrick falls away : 
With mournful Eyes the fleeting Form I view. 
And forc*d, unwilling, other Guides purfue. 
That thro' the void teach Hooping Atoms rain'dv 
By Chance affbciate, and by Chance detained. 
While lucky Jumbles of a thoughtlefs Rout 
A World produce, and at an Heat ftrike out, 
Exifls the whole, ungovern'd, felf combiu'd. 
Nor wants the Stay of an immortal Mind. 

Bur all my Doubts Rufnus* Fall remov'd ; 
Abfolv'd the Gods, and Providence approv'd. 
Of tardy Vengeance now no more I rave, 
When proftituted Purple courts the Slave; 
Hoifled aloft, juft (hewn, then headloag flung. 
To deck the Dunghil whence the lukCt fprung. 



ANOTHER 

u p a H 

Fl. .mallius theodorus. 

/^ E CR P IJ*s Science ftores your ample Breaft 

^-' With evVy Treafure of the antique Eaft : 

Averfe in iifovel Doftrines to engage *, 

The fafhionaWe Jargon of the Age. 

This, a firftCaufe on Vital Atr beftows : ^ 

While That, holds all from circling Water flews r V 

Another that the Whole from purer Fire arofe, J 

He that iropatietit /Etna's Womb explored, 

Diffufes thro' the Mafs his plafVick God ; 

His God with healing Amity arrayM, 

Reforms the Fury jarring Difcord made r 

Then back recalPd, gives cv'^ry Ereaft the farac. 

And ev'ry Soul- receives an equal Flame. 

This 
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IPhis fays the Sight its imag'd Frauds fuppHcs 

Oppofes Certainty, and Senfe decries; 

That, in a fwift Rotation, faves the Ball, 

Arrefts its Ruin, .and refraios its Fall : 

Wild Syftems forming, holds the folar Ray 

Shoots from a Stone toluminate the Day. 

A third more daring Wings his, forward Flight 

Thro' traftlefs Chaos, and the Realms of N^ght• 

One Heaven cannot th' ambitious Wretch rcftrain, * 

Pafs'd beyond Matter to the vaft Inane, 

AfFeits all Bounds corporeal to defpife,' 

While in his narrow Breaft unnumbered Worlds arifc 

One in udconfcious Atoms kindles Life, 

Gives Form and Union to difordcr'd Strife, 

Another bids his Guardian Gods advance, 

And far from Prefciencc drives th' Effefts of Chance. 
New Light, to Arts obfcure, great Mallius yields. 

The Grecian Gloom with Roman Radiance gilds : 
In artful Dialogue forms unfiniQi'd Minds, 

And captiv'd Truth in Ties alternate binds. 
Whate'er ftern Zena and the Porches teach. 
Or Plato's more exalted Flights can reach ; 
Whatever Chryjippus from thy Schools arofc, 
Whatever thy Logick, and Retreat difclofe. 
Whatever Democrttus\ Mirth provok'd, 
Or clofe Pythagoras by Silence fpoke, 
Lodg'd in his Breaft, and fafhion'd by hifi Fife, 
Receive fre(h Lulire, and fre(h Weight acquire. 
In Greece no more, th' Athenian Bays fhall bloom,. 
More fam'd Academies ihall rife in Rome. 
See while her Lawrcls wither, that fliegain'd. 
New Science open'd, and the old explained : 
See in the Weft, a wifer Sage indite 
The Summum Bonumy and the Rules of Right j 
How Good and Gainful differ but in Name, 
How Happinefs and Honour are the fame : 
Againft what Vice, what Virtue to provide ; 
What, when Injuftice tempts to drawafide : 

F 2 What, 
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What, when 'a flavi(h Fear's to be expeird. 
Or, (mighty Taik !) when tyrant Love muft yield z 
Or elfe difpos'd to treat of Nature's Laws, 
Of flowing Matter, and its primal Ca^fe : 
What Fire etberial animates the Spheres ; 
Howroird, unvaried, thro* the Length of Years* 
Why feven orb'd Stars, in brighter Luftre rife. 
Fly from the Poles, and keep the middle Skie&» 
Does one fole Mind this Harmony beftcJw, 
Or motion'd Matter from two Caufes flow, 
* Is Colour real, and diftrnft from Sight, 
Or the gay Phantom of refrafted Light. 
Why tiding Deeps pale Phebe's Infiuence own T 
Why louder Thunder bellows from a Storm? 
^ What Ballances in Air the gather'd Rains ? 

WKatj into bardeuM Orbs, condenfing Vapours Chains. 

Whence 

• I (hall not wonder, if my Reader he farprized to fee me juft (hewing 
my felf in Perfon, at my going off, between the two laft Pages of the 
Performance j when I have not addreffcd myfelf to him in the Ceremonial 
of exf/anatiry Notes, nor befpoke his Favotir fo much as in a Vrtfact, 
I won't concern myfelf to apologize for thefe, or other Difadvaniages, 
and Neglefls obvious enough j but niall tell him, without more Ambage, 
the plain Matter of Faft. That as I went along in thefe Amufements, 
the cafual Relaxations from fevcrer Studief,. I wFote ObCcrvations upon 
them, not of that Kind which makes up Ihe dead Weight of books among 
thexommoQ TranOators and Editor s $ but fuch as might contribute to 
illuftrate the fubltantial. Beauties of my Authors, and a^rd a rational 
Enteitainment to my Readers. And particulaily upon this Poem, the 
fineft in that Writer, and an entertaining Proof of the Juftnefs.of that 
trite Obfervation, that there is nothing fo abfurd^ btet ijubat one Pbilofopher 
or other hatb maintained. But I could not prevail with myfrlf lo beflow 
fo much Time upon ihem, as was neceffary to put them in a Condition 
to appear with the Tranflations. However, a Note upon tl^s Place lyiivg 
before me, I thought fit to fend it with the Poem. 

Is Colour leal,^ ^c, 

Sitne Color propriui rentm, lucis ne repulfits^ 

Eludant aciem. 
As the atomical Phytiology, of which this Purine of Colours is Ibcon* 
fiderahle a Part, is not only the molt rfttional, but likewife ihe moft an- 
cient of all the Syftems of Nature ; it may be no unacceptable Prefeni to 
my Reader, to give him a fuccinct H>(lory uf ih« Rife, Corruption, and 
Revival of this venei»ble Body of Philofophy. What then is called the 

atomical 



[ 69 3 

Whence comes the Winter of the fleecy Snow ? 
Whence round the Sky's red Corufcations glow ? 
Or Flafli tcrrifick in devouring Rays, 
Or fright the Nations with a bearded Blaze ? 

While thus the Paths of Nature you purfue. 
The whole Creation opens to your View ; 
Thro* evVy winding Secret you explore ; 
To all impervious, and unknown before t 
Below you, fee, involv'd in Guilt and Strife, 
The vulgar Herd tug the gall'd Load of Life ; 
While you on Nature's higheft^Summit fit, 
Unmov'd^ regardlefs of the Force of Fate. Olympus 

atomical PhyfioJogy, had, at, Plato tell uf, for its Founder Protagoras ; 
Arifiotle faya, they were Leucippus and Democritta jointly ; according to 
Laertiust \t^%% Leucippus only ; but others deduce its Original ftill hij^her 
and pretend to fay, the Inventor of it was Mofchus or Mofis, It had for 
its Support the following Principles, that Body is iut^wxiy dyzlTj^m txteudfd 
Bulk, which includes ooJy the Ideas of Magnitude, greater or left, 
Divifibility into Pans, Figure and Pofition, Reft and paiTive Motion only % 
that Vifion muft be folved by corporeal Effluvia, or, according to our 
more refined modern Acorn ifts, by the Medium of Light | and laftly^ 
that the fenfibh: Ideas of Light and Colours, Heat and Cold, Sweet and 
Bitter, are but mere Fancies and Seofations of the Mmd, caufed by the 
Repulfc of Light, and not real qualities in the Objeas themfelves, which 
isceitatnly a noble Inilance of the Wifdooi and Sagacity of the Aneients, 
or would rather tempt one to think, as the mod ancient Opinions in Phy- 
fiology are the purefl, that they were derived from other So^^rccf befidea 
human Reafon. For it is very remarkable, that this Syftem, tho, fol- 
lowed by feveral profefs'd Atlieifts. or, as fome will have it, as you fee 
above, founded by them ; yet none, when rightly underjftood, corrcfls 
this Madnefs better } for fiom it is naturally deduced the Proof of an 
immaterial Being, becaufe if nothing belongs to Body (as it afllirms) but 
paOive Motion, which can never begin itfelf, but mul^ receive its Origi* 
nal from fome exterior Agent, it follows there muft be fomething in the 
World befides Body, oiheiwife there could have betn no Motion in it. 
But to purfue the DifcouiTe ^ this Sydem, doubtlefs the mod genuine, 
perfcA and compleat of all Antiquity, did not long preserve its Virginity % 
itfoon became mifeiably mangled and difmember'd, fome laying hold of 
one Part, and fome another j fome admitted it, to the Exclufion of the 
Do^rine of Immateriality, its infeparabJe Confequcnce, as Democriius, 
Leucippus and Protagoras^ and fo commenced Aiheifts. Some again, as 
.Plato ^nd Ariftotle, took indeed- the better Part, the Confideraiion of 
Immateriallity, but flrippM it of its .Vehicle, the Body, and fo run 
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Ofymput thus the R^ge of Heav'n derides. 
While forky Lightning plays around his Sides ; 
Eternally ferene, no Winter fees. 
Nor Storms, nor Tempefts, interrupt his Eafe; 
Infulis the Wreck, and higher rears his Head, 
'Midft foaming Deluges around him fpread ; 
Hears, undifturb'd, defccnding Torrents flow; 
fpurns the Thunder as, it lags below. 



into contrary Errors, The.Syft;m fo evaporated ^nd fpiritualired in 
palling thro' the Hands of Plato and AriHotU, triumphed for many Ages, 
even to thefe latter Times ; and then noihms; was heard m^the School* 
but the unintelligible Do^rineof fubftantial Forms, &V. till o^^ate it was 
difcovered, that the atomical Phyfiology m^rt rationally folved, the cor- 
poreal Phoeijomena ; bi>t the Atomifts and Idealifts having divided the 
Truth between them, that modern Rellorer of Truth, the great Des 
Cartes, took fo much of the Democratic as related to corporeal Jphoeno- 
raena ; and fo much of the Ariftotalic as concerned Incorporeal ity with 
its Dependances, and, to his immortal Honour, joined again what had 
been fo violently and unnaturally feparated, and once more gave Credit 
to the old Doctrines of Iccondary Qualities ; which have been fmce efpou- 
fed'by our no lefs famous Countrymen Locke and Newton* The remain- 
ing Errors of the Ariftotalic and Democratic Sy^iems being thus left 
naked and dcfcncelefs, White and Digby efpoufed the fiift, *nd, Mr. 
Hobhs, by a fingular Piece of Knight Errantry, undertook the Proteflioo 
of the latter. But here let us do Jufticc to that great Man's Memory, 
at a Time his Writings feem to be entirely neglefted, who, with all his 
Error.% and thofe of the moft dangerous Natures, we mud allow to be 
one of the fi»ft Men of his Age for a bright Wit, a deep Penerration, and 
a cultivated Underftanding. Several of whofe uncommon Specularions 
while they remained with him, lay unregarded ; but v-hcn lakt-n up by 
others, of whom we defervedly have a better Opinion, received their 
due Applaufe and Approbation. The learned Reader fees' I have Mr, 
Locke principally in my Eye, and indeed,that incomparable Man received 
no fmall AfTiftance from Mr,Hobbs''s Notions . I could name feveral.upon 
which Mr. Lock^ values himfelf, as Difcoveries and Improvemtnts in 
Knowledge, but# vihich he really borrowed from the other, ihb' admi- 
rably improved, and carried 10 a greater Length : For that other haughty 
Man was concife and dogmatical, and breathed the exatSl Spirit of his: 
Mafter Lucretius, but to mention one only, and that Mr. Locke^t Aflcr- 
tioD, That Liberty belongs not to the WiU\ the fintit, and (as he con- 
feffe* in a Lefer to f. L'tmborch) the moft intricate DiflVrtation of any 
in his E/fav. This his predeceffor had before aiferted in his Le*viatbart: 
But I have infenfibly deviated in.o a new Subj^6>, which can*t be loo 
haftily broke oflF. 
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A CRITICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL 

E N 9 U I R Y 

INTO THE 

Causes of PRODIGIES and MIRACLES,' 

AS RELATED BY HISTORIANS. 

W ITH 

An ESSAY towards reftoring a Method and 
Pur iTY in HISTORY. 

In Which, 

The CharaSlers of riie moft celebrated Writers of -every 
jigiy aad of the feveral Stages and Species of Htflory^ are 
occadonally criticized and explained. 

IN TWO PARTS. 



Difcey fed Ira cadat Nafi^ rugofaqi Sanna^ 
Dum vetercs Avias tihi de Fulmone re^ello^ 
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FIRST PRINTED in l^l']' 



T^O THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

Sir ROBERT SUTTON, 

KNIGHT OF THE BATH; 

AND ONB OF HIS 

MAJESTY'S MOST HONOURABLE PRIVY COUNCIL. 

SIR, 

TH E wife and learned Bacon afTurcs us, 
that t&e putting a Stop to Dedications^ may 
be juftly placed amongft the Advancements of 
Learning. And, againft this general Practice, 
oppofes the Example of the mighty Anpients, 
who bravely flood their Ground alone, or only 
chofe a Second from amongft their Friends and 
Equals. The moft efFecStual Atonement to dif- 
honoured Letters, being, in his Opinion, to wipe 
out the very Memory of a Compofition, fo long 
defiled by the grofleft Adulation. But whatever 
Advantages of Reputation" this Expedient might 
procure to Learning, its Interefts, I am afraid, 
as Things nowftand*, wou'd beinjurioufly afFed:- 
ed by it. For the ancient Writers, whofe Prac- 
tice is here recommended to us, were in Circum- 
ftances fo widely different from ours, that we 
cannot juflly be accufcd of Prefumption, or 
Weaknefs, for flriking out into a new and com- 
modious Road, which our great Mafters neither 
faw nor wanted. Their Learning flourifh'd only 
in Republics; and by Reafon of the Expence of 
Manufcripts, then the only Conveyance of it, 

was 
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was engroflcd by the principal Citizens : Dedica- 
tions therefore, when ufed, muft run neceflariljr 
on a LeveL At the new Birth of Learning, ia 
our Wcftern World, the Nobility indeed became 
fond and ambitious of it, as a Novelty znd found- 
ing DifiinSlion. But this ill-grouuded Ardour 
abating, they foon grew weary of the familiarized 
Stranger. Whether or no their ordinary Caprice, 
in Matters of Mode, prevailed here, and when 
they cou'd not keep it to themfelves, they dropt 
it, like a fpread Falhion ; for now the Inven- 
tion of Printing had made it a Purchace for the 
Vulgar; or whatever elfe was the Reafon, Learn- 
ing was foon forced upon hqr new Acquaintance, 
Poverty ; and at length became the lean Inheri- 
tance of a diftrefs'd and ruinous Fraternity; 
which, like the younger Branches of a noble 
Stock, wou'd naturally incline towards the Great, 
as to the Elder Houfe, for Protedion and Sup- 
port. 

Their Pretenfions at firft, as befitted, were 
raodeft enough ; and while they fairly pleaded a 
literary Defcent from the fame common AnCef- 
tors, thefe thought the Honour of the Family 
fomewhat concerned in the Fortunes of the un- 
happy Suppliants. And had the Genius of Learn^ 
ing been then fo watchful o'er its Charge, as to 
convert their dying Ardour for the Profeffion of 
Letters, into a frefh and more lafting Flame, for 
the Protedlion of them, perhaps, the World had 
been no Lofer by the Change. 

But, 
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But, alas! a fatal Depravation of Manners 
came on apace. The Patron grew afliamed of 
Virtue, and fo, indifferent to Praife; and the 
Client, npw hopelefs of Independence, was ealily 
reconciled to Slavery. . He forgot the dignity 
of his Defcent. He prophaned his Incenfe, h" 
cred to the Wife and Virtuous, by offering it to 
any upftart Idol of the Streets : And at length 
fell fo low into Mifery and Wretchednefs, as not 
to be allowed the Honour of a Public Proftitution^ 
till he had got the previous Indulgence for his 
Shame in private. 

For now certain Impoflors had mixed them- 
selves amongft the Learned. Thefe were a kind 
of Parajites, who, like their Anceftor in Terence, 
were for refining upon their Profeffion ; and from 
Nature's Dcdgn^tionofj^mp/e Buffoons, had impro- 
ved themfelves into Dedicators : Yet this Coali- 
tion was not thought altogether mpnftrous. The 
Parajite having as noble an Original, and fufFer- 
ing as bafe a Degeneracy, as the Dedicator. For 
the Parajite^ as. the Dedicatory Was, at firfl, a 
Name of Honour. He was, as Athenceus infonns 
us, of the Chief of the City. He prefided in the 
Sacrifices of the Demi-gods, and fung the Praifes 
of the Heroes. For Lucre too, he proflitutcd 
his Office;' and being now defpifed and poor, 
turned Sycophant and Flatterer for a Dinner. 

But I forget, that however deformed Panegy- 
ric may have grown of late in Dedications^ yet to 
find Satire there, will be efleemed altogether ' 

monftrous. 
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monftroas. Befides Sir, you will eafily belifeve 
that it is not my Defign to decry their Ufe, but 
to reftore their Reputation ; which can be only 
done by joining again, what has been Co long 
and unhappily feparated ; true Virtue and honeft 
Praife. And though I be fo rigid to myfelf, as 
to be content only with a Character like yours^ 
yet I would not be thought to condemn in ano-. 
ther, the Choice of one, lefs exaSl. Let but it 
arife from the folid Foundation of true Greatnefs, 
and we have no Reafon to be difpleafed at the 
Frontifpiece, though embelliflied with the Lux- 
ury of Art and Fancy. But to raife an enchanted 
Palace out of a fick Brain, or ftinking Vapour, 
muft create our Pity or Deteflation. For as in 
optical Amufements we call the Glafs that enlar- 
ges, a good one, becaufe it helps us to furvey the 
Beauty of the Gbjedt with more ExaSlnefs: So in 
defcribing the Virtues of a great Mind, and tra- 
cing out the benign Influences of a moral Con- 
ftellation, 'tis allowed to difplay and heighten 
tlie bright Side of each glowing Virtue; and 
ftrive to reconcile any crofs Appearance of an ex- 
centric Motion. But if by a pitiful Flaw in the 
grinding, this Glafs pretends to difcover Stars and 
Galaxys, in the unenlightened Y-^xt of Heaven, 
we laugh at the Artift, and throw afide the lying 
Intelligence, For Example, the Roman that had 
called Catiline^ fadious Popularity, public Spirit; 
or Anthony ^h^^CSXy Luxury, Munificence, had fin- 
ned againft his Country Virtues; while the can- 
did 
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and humme Atticus had been excufed, when 
fpcaking of Cafar, who had Ambition, without 
Pride or Vanity ; of Cato^ who had Pride, without 
Vanity or Ambition; of Cicero^ who had Vanity, 
without Ambition or Pride; he had called thd 
Fir/i^s Ambition, the Love of Glory, becaufe join- 
ed with Clemency; the aSV^ijWs Pride, an honeft 
ScOTn, becaufe arifing from the Enmity of Vice; 
and the Third's Vanityy a confcious Merit, be- 
caufe never fpareing in another's Praife. 

But be not. Sir, apprchenfivc, that now I 
have got thefe great Names at this Advantage, 
that I intend to make the common XJfe of them, 
and raife you needlefs Trophies upon their Difho* 
nour. My Devotions are lefs fuperftitioufly di- 
re(3:ed; and I know you dticO: {o Mnd and ^arSa-- 
rous a Sacrifice. They were brave Citizens, 
whom all the Roman Virtues confpired to adorn. 
As to revive the Old-^EngliJIj Manners^ is your 
Glory; of which your ancient and noble Houfe 
has not only produced great Examples, but, 
(what is its higheft Felicity) has conveyed down 
to you, with undiminiflied Vigour, the fame 
virtuous Spirit that produced them. Nor are 
the Britijh Manners of fo fufpicious an Alloy, 
as to need any foreign Standard to afcertain their 
Value. Nor have you fo faintly or imperfectly 
tranfcribed them, that there fhou'd want a Glofs 
or Comment to make them underftood. For ge- 
nuine Virtue, like pure Light, is ktn through 
no Medium, but its own. To defcribe it to the 

clear- 
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clear- figh ted, is needlefsj to weak Eyes, offen-^ 
Jive\ and to the blind Many, impoffible, ^ 

All that I can do, is recalling your indebted 
Country to the frefli Memory of your public Ser- 
vices. Where reverenced by your Fellow-Citizens, 
admired by Foreigners, and beloved by mighty 
Princes, you purchafed the moft glorious of all ci- 
vil Titles, even that of A True Englishman. 
We faw you from afar, by the moft refined Dex* 
terity, fubdue the mutual Rage of warring Em- 
pires. Then fhaken Ez^re?/^^ demanded your Af- 
fiftance. You heard, you went. Commerce re-* 
vived, fcandalized Religion raifed her Head, and 
the Bleflingsof Nations bore you on your Way; 
but the Enemies of Peace declined the Congrejsi 
They were enough fenfible that the fhifting Arts 
of State craft, and feparatc Intereft, were too 
unequal a Match for the fleady Councils of a de- 
termined Breaft ; where fo much Love, joined to 
fo much Knowledge of Mankind, gave no Hopes 
of fubduing or evading. Hence greater Toils 
await you. Your Country hails the Omen ; and 
will now believe that to your filial Piety is refer-*, 
ved, a Share in the laft Effort of Civil Wifdom, 
the Union of difcordant Parties. 

But the merited Honours of Life, are what you 
have in common with your illujirious Compatriats\ 
The perfed, the fincere Enjoyment of it, is a 
Felicity in which you have a few Sharers; except 
thofe whom you have made your Friends. A 
fine Writer of the lower Empire, celebrates the 

greatcft 
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greateft Ch*ara<fter of his Age, a PHiLosopffjt^ 
Statesman, for Hilt wearing the Countenance 
iff a private Per/on ^ amidft the Glories of his 
public Offices* This, perhaps, was as high aS 
Rome^ in her laft Decays, cou'd advance hef 
worthieft^Sons. Had the Poet known Scipio of 
Tou^ he had faid, that after you had gained, in 
your public Offices^ the Love and Reverence of 
remoteft Nations, njoith the Countenances, 
you ft ill prejerved the Minds af private Citizens. 
This, Sir, is your laft Effort of Virtue, and he-^ 
comes its Reward. It fits you for the full En-* 
joyment of paft Aftions, and prefent Honours^ 
it preferves your Glories ever frefh and fpringing, 
and leads you to Pleafures that are lively^ con-* 
ftant, and fincere* 

'Tis true, there are fome, who not pretending 
to enter into the exalted Sentiments of Heroic 
Minds, concerning private Life, wou'd afcribe 
your Indifference for public Power, to fomething 
more interefted; the Charms oi your illuHrious 
Confort. They hold it impoffible, that the Con-- 
verfation of that moft accomplijJoed Lady^ 
iliou'd fuffer it felf to be difturbed by the moft 
fpleridid Avocations. But if it muft be owned, 
that here Inclination dratvs on the Refults of Rea- 
fon; it muft likewife be allowed that they are 
the Virtues of the Countess of Sunderland, 
that draw the Biafs; nor can fo divine an Union 
impede the vigorous Progrefs of the Soul infpired 
with Glory. For a Temak. Breaft of fo chafte 

and 
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and brigbr a Polifh, is the trueft Mirrour where- 
in to drefs up Heroifm. There wild Ambition i^ 
frighted at its own Deformity j zxidi Cunning be-- 
trays the infipid Mein of Folly; while fober 
Greatnefs wears a brighter Splendour; and rejle£l^ 
edWiJdom a more powerful Addrefs. 

But you begin to frown. 1 have, perhaps^ 

too bluntly told you what the World fays of you* 
But you mdfl merit Icfs, if you wou'd not be the 
public Talk ; and be cooler in your Favours, if 
you expeft I (hou'd not take a Plcafure in x-epeat- 
ing their Difcourfe. Befides, Sir, you are fafe 
from the Caprice of thofe common Accidents^ to 
which hair-brain'd Dedicators' fo unworthily ex- 
pofe their noble Patrons. For when I fpeak of 
your Wifdom, I can never be accelTary^r (a rare 
Felicity! to a Charge againft your Conduct:; 
when of your Integrity, to a Recolleftion of any 
paft Corruption; nor will your Candour be con- 
ftrued a Propenfity to cenfure the Adlions you 
had no Share of; or the Love of your Country 
a blind Adherence to a Party. 

In Truth, the Writer, happy In a generous 
Patron, and unable to discharge his Obligations; 
by publifhing them to the V/orld, gives a Kind 
of Security for the Debt^ at the fame Time that 
he makes a Boaft of his Credit. 

Tho' now fhou'd any malicious Reader en- 
quire into my Pretenfions to your Favours, I 
muft irtgenuoufly own, all I know of the Matter 
|6, that it is the Chara^er of great Minds rather 

t$ 
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to countenance and efieem thofe whom they oblige^ 
than thofe y whom in likelihood^ they might he obli^ 
ged by. 

I fhou'd now. Sir, according to form^ implore 
your Protedion for the following Sheet?, agaitift 
the Attacks of Criticifm. But, alas ! thofe are 
ill-grounded Expedations; which fure, by this 
Time, we might begin to diftruft, was it in jiu-- 
thors to grow wife at fo cheap a Rate, as by a 
Brother's Experience. 

Your great Name can but lift me up to be the 
moreexpofed; while, \ikQ young Euryalus in the 
Ihining Helmet of the divine MeJJapus^ my bright 
Defence but. makes me the more obnoxious to 
Danger ; fafc had I been contented in my native 
Obfcurity. I am^ 

SIR, 

Tour Moji Obliged^ and 
Mofi 'Faithful Servant. -^^ 
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PARTI. 

PRODIGIES and Portents have infefted the bcft Wri- 
tings of Antiquity ; and have fo bloted and deformed 
our modern Annals, that (with greater Juflice than Polybius 
bas obfcrv'd it, of the former) they may be rather called Tra- 
gedies than History. How it comes to pafs that, while 
the other Sciences are daily Purging and Refining themfelves 
from the Pollutions of fuperftitious Error, that had beea 
collecting throughout a long Winter of Ignorance and Barb^« 
rifih; Hijieryy ftill the longer it runs, contrafts the more 
Tilthr, and retains in it the additional Ordure of every S#il 
through which it pafles : How this happens, I fay, is Ibme^ 
what of difficult Difquifition. If one may be allowed • to 
guefs, this feems to be the Reafon : In other Sciences^ fa- 
perflitious Errors, having only the Patronage, of fingle Philo- 
fophers, or Sefts, Men take full Liberty to examine them, 
and, uureftrained by any Authority that can claim a Sanftioa 
from Nature or Religion, take a Pleafure in laying open the 

G Weak-* 
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Weakneft and Folly of uoreafonable Opitiloas. But la 
Htfiory^ thefe things being delivered as the Sentiments of whole 
Nations ; or, perhaps, as the Belief of oiir own brave Anccf- 
tors, whofc Benefits to Pofterity have advanced them to the 
Rank of Demi-Gods and Heroes ; this fandtifies Superftition, 
keeps us at an awful Diftancei reftrains our Enquiries, and 
gives Error the Elderftiip of Reafon. The only Caufe hitherto 
afligned, for this ftrange Attachment of Hiftorians to the TVon- 
iiffuh hasbe^n Si/(»£RSTXTI0N, and fo unqueAioned is this 
OpinloD, that juft as the Work is more or lefs free from that 
Contagion, the Author, without more ado, is fliled Sup^ffti- 
tiods, orotherwife. 

But Supefftition^ though one may allow it a very extended 
Influence towards this Rffeft ; ind might give up the whde 
Wob of monkilh Writers to its Tyranny, won't, I prefume» 
account for fo uniVerfat a Pra£ticd in Men of all RbUgions, 
Times, and Temperatures. See Titus Livius : What 
difcordant Judgments amongft the Criticks eeneerning him! 
while one Side pronounces him a Super/lit ious, from his 
delight in Monflers ind Prodigies $ the ' other proves him 
a Freethinker from the Depth and Extent of his Refleftions. 
But while c^h rtsckons Superftition the only Source (jf this^^'- 
iiHf tiunkour^ With what Difficulties are they both befct ! For 
i^as he Suptrftitious, cou'd he write with that Llb^hy bf Nattire 
m^ Retigioii? ^jis^-vt~Ecee-thinier^ wotk'd ht ifaWofialiii 
tl\fe Dotagefe pf f hfe Priefts indlCabble ? 

NOi w^rmuft go defeper to fe^ch, the Bottom of this Evil; 
iiid in Exploring the ddrk Recefles ))f t\it human S>ttnd^ we 
ftiall /iifcover thefe petutiar WEAifcfeEss^s afid kkAvERiEs 
that krc of thcmfcWes fiifficient to produce thfc Effcft j and 
tr)]fich do, in reality, dften (hare between thetn this Ufurf^tiod 
oter the reafohable Faculties. 

L And firft oiF its tVeaknefs. There is a Flaw, which was 
Ctfrtainly in the origin^ Formation of the Mind, that all its Reaifoii 
could never folden But it will ever be an Inlet, and moft 
hoTpiiable Harbour of tmpoJlure\ of which nothing is a mor« 

; » JQff Tohttd'J Adfyut^^nmn^ Jht T* Li^ius A fnperjfiimt tfindicktm. 
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ttear abd MeltbchoIIy Prbof, \hin our gr^t Facility in deceiving 
Durfelves, alid our Coftiplairaiiey and Conftancy in the Qfeai. 
To this U U^ that an often- vanquifhed J?rr«r to rerolutdy 
keeps its Ground, and even gains Strength by its Defeat. 
Compare the Tales of the elder Pliny with the Pfiuthdoxia 
Epid^mica of Dr. Brown, and yon will be furpr ited to find 
itith What Zeal the facred Depofitum of Errvr has been tranfr 
inttted from Age to Age, for Two thoufand Years together, 
through all the Changes and Subverfions of Religion, Cuftoma 
and Civil Government : When Truthy both Sacred and Pro* 
f>hane, had fabtnStted to the wide-waiting Ravages of Time^ 
ftill Errtr inaintain*d her Empire in her unchanged antiqne 
Garb and Porte : And if haply, by Length of Time, fomfc 
leff tonfiderable Errors have been loft, yet have their imperfea 
fh^t/leps ftill kept up a iind of Adoration. * Survey ihi 
iitttnal Hifivry of Truth ttnd Paljhood, and fee if one has not 
Rcafon to qneftion that boatted Prerogative of the former^ 
ihat/hp only nttivn Strrngfh from Age, "while Error diffohet 
at its Approach \ ^ at Icaft, if we muft confefs, with the 
Mythologifts, that Truth is the Daughter fff Tirm^ they can\ 
but agree wHh us. That Time la the Slave of Error. 
Thus is Deceit the Darling of the Mind. For was it but 
Faljhood'% Maik of Veri-Siiailitude that we doated after, and 

* Witncfs that" myfterious Title our Quacks often give themfelvef 
of the Unborn Do&ori which, I btifeve, hfti puztled many to uoriciale. 
I cottfeis, for my own Parr, I wav very much at a Lofs, till I r ecoUeAied 
the extraordinary Birth of Mfculc^iut^ the great Patron of Phyiic, who^ 
^& Story fays, was cut from his Mother's Womb. Now, while he was 
worihiff>*d as a God, and his Providence univerfally acknowledged, k 
i« very natural to fuppofe, that the Empirkks of Antiquity would claiA 
what Relation to him they could ; and what carried greater Cir<um/hnce 
along with it, than proclaiming a SimHitude of Birth, £ut when poor 
Mfculapius began to be difcredited, and his infpiration denied, the Crafis* 
men came, indeed, to be aihamed of profeffed Relation to him; yet this 
.Silver Shrine was worth Moneys and a Veneration was accordingly 
preferved for it j fo that tho* now both ^luack and for/^/i/ have forgot 
the Relt£ion of it, they ftiU keep up the old Fondnefs, for its Ohjcurityf 
and, as 1 faid above, adore the Footftips of the departed Tradition. 

a Opimonum eommenta 4tktdies, natarie judicU cofifirm^t, Cicergde 
Kat. De^ U t. 

G a not 



[ 84 ] 

not fomc way- ward Charms in her proper Pcrfon, could wc 
poifibly (hew fo much Backward nefs to an Examination; or 
treat the oflGiciousvUNDECEivER with fuch Hatred and Out- 
rage ? 

Possessed with this fatal PaiGon, fee the Multitude m 
Crowds falling down before a * Juggler's Box ; and affuredly, 
did not Modeily reArain them, we fliould have as open Decla* 
rations in Favour of Church and State Legerdemain ; for thc- 
Delight we feel when the Artift converts his Cork Balls into 
Apples ; and the Admiration, on the Padlock's being iovifibly 
clapt on the Mouth of the heedlefs Byftander, ^ will, I dare 
fay, be found to be the felf-fame Paffions, ftript of their For- 
malities, that engage us in the Caufe of Tranfubftanttation, 
and the divine Right of Tyranny and Slavery. This Weaknefs 
of the Mind, being, as we obferved, zn original Fhw^ we may 
account it the mojl extended Caufe of this Hijioric Timpany ; but 
the Paffion (in reality different) yet, by reafon of its Affinity, 
ftiould be carefully diftinguiftied from Superjlition* The ^r/- 
ginal Weaknefs I fpeak of, is the common ground to this 
PaflioD, and, as Lord iStfC^n well notes, of SuperHition, alfo^ 
But Superflitiou is of a later Growth ; ^ fo though Super- 

flition 

4 Or, if you will, the now fafhionable Hocus Pocus Tricks of the 
Theatres. 

5 Two nfual Tricks (hewn to the People. 

« De Augm* Scient^ I t, c. 15. NatubA Rervm omnibus viven* 
tihus indidit metum & formidinem^ vita atque effentiafua confervairicem^ 
ac mala ingruentia vitantem &f depelUntem. 'ueruntamen EadEMNATURA 
MODUM TENERE NBSCIA EST , fed timorthus falutartbus, femper vanos 
5sf inartfs admifeet ; adeo ut omnia (Ji intus conjpici darentur) Fanicis TVr- 
rortbus pleniJlpma Jint 5 prafertim humana ; 6f maxime ofnmumy ctpud 
vulgum, ^a/SuPERSTiTiONE, (quavero nihil aliud quam panicus f error 
eft) in immenjum iaboret ^ agitatur, ^ My Reader may obfcrve thus 
much ; that this Part of my Hypothefjs, concerning an original Weaknefs 
in human Nature, and how, it is the Caufe of Superflition, is here con. 
firmed : To examine the Particulars in which we differ, would keep me 
longer than my Time will permit.— -Here the Note might have ended, 
had not fome terrible Remarks on this Paffage engaged my Attention ; 
For if they be juft, I am deprived of all the Benefit of the great Bacon^s 
Teflimony. Then 10 it is : He is charged by Lord Shafishury^ and by 
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ftition is never without that, that is oft without Superflition, 
Might I have leave to be a little Speculative, I believe I could 
entertain my Reader, in (hewing him how this Weaknefi begets 
the hovt ofFalJhood% and at ihe fame Time inftruft him more 
fully in my Hypothejis. 

Admira- 

thc Author of the Difcourfe of FreeMnking^ who is but the Ape of that 
ingenious Nobleman, with broaching a bold Impiety in the above Quo- 
tation. Sec the 3d Vol, of ih^Charadi, ^.69. and the Dijcourfe, &c. 
p, 169. Lord ^A^/J^«ry fpeaks : " This celebrated Author (was. Bacon) 
" here quoted, by his Natura rerum can mean nothing lefs than the 
" unherfal dijpenfing Kature, erring, blindly, in the very firft DeHgn, 
** Contrivance, or original Frame of Things, according to the Opinion 
" of Epicurus himfelf, whom this Author {vU, Bacon) immediately af- 
** terwards cites with Praife." To the fame Pprpofc his .'fJw/V^'r : For 
after fo glaring an Inftance of foul-dealing, in a learned, wjtty and 
virtuous young Nobleman, it is no wonder that Chridianity (hould re- 
ceive any Outrage from Men who can imitate him in nothing but in that 
unhappy Prejudice he had entertained againfl our holy Religion; as of 
the Uter Sophifls who afFe£tcd to be thought followers of Plato and Ari^ 
JiotUy fome of them could arrive at no higher a Conformity than the 
Imitation of the Stammering of the one, and the round Shoulders of the 
other. As, I believe, it has not been yet done ; 1 hope my Reader will 
fxcufe me from endeavouring to vindicate the Great and Religiops Bacon 
from the Sufpicion of Impiety, in the Place above quoted. 'Tjs to be. 
prcmifed then that the Antients, bcfides ufing the Words Natura and 
Natura rerum^ ambiguouily, and obfcurely, in a Senfe, of which they 
had no certain, clear, determined Ideas, which commonlv happened; 
they principally underftood by them thefe two Things: I Communis 
bominum parens \ Deusipfe, II. ^uadamvis ingenita\ vel Cauja intima^ 
in rebus univerjii injita; fomething like the Plaflic nature oi Dr. CW- 
worth. This admits no Doubt. 'Tis plain, then, that Bacon was au* 
thorizcd by good Latin Writers, to ufe the Words l^atura rerum, in 
the latter Senfe. But was this not fo, yet *ris allowed to Writers, Phi- 
lofophers efpecially, to ufe a philofophical Word, in their own peculiar 
Senfe, fo they give open Notice of it ; and this Baccn has done ; For 
being on the Advancement of the fcvcral Branches of Science, when he 
comes to the Mythologic (which was his favourite Contemplation, and 
in which he has fuccceded to Admiration) he explains the Fable of Pan, 
by Nature, Pan, {ays Bacon , U Nature P^in was begot by Mercury, 
accordingto the Fable, 6s^Nat(;ra RcRUM (favs Bacon) £x VtRBo 
DIVING, ORTUM HABBT. See now what a Figure lord Shaftsbury 
makes with his Aifertion, '^hac Bacon can mean nothing lefs than the uni^ 
verfal difpenfing Naturcp erring blindly^ &c, according to the Opinion of 
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AnMiRATtOK, W€ experience to be onec^f the moft ^^ 
UKritcbiBg, enthnfiaftic Paffion&of the Miad ; and every (rofnoiw 
Moralin knows, that it arifes from Novilty arid SunLVft^^c, 
the infeparable Attendants of Impq&tur]|^: That f4f{/h$f4 
fhonld be the great Store-houfe of N^vilty^ wop*t appear 
firange to thofe who confider, that all Lyis are of equivocal 
heterogeneous Birth; no one has its Antitype, but each is a 
kind of chimerical SrECiES, of itfdf alone. As to Surfrim 
(the other Concomitant of Faljh^ad) the MonfVruoAty arifing 
from thofe ftrange capricious Combination^ of Ideas, afror4 
fufficient Matter for it : For Lyes having oo Antitypes in Na^ 
ture, but pat together at the Pleafure c^ the Inventor, muft 
needs have all the various Difcordancy that a crazy Imagination, 
or a crafty Underftanding is capable of conceiving. Add to 
this, the confequential Quality of adark, myAerious, impene- 
trable pbfcurity ; and you fee why this Admiration is as dnr?* 
bleas icis violent* 

Epicurus. But he cites £>iV«rfii with Praife it feemt : Ag^reed; and for 
a Sentence very deferving of it; yet how little favourable h^ was to his 
Chara6Ver In general, wc may fee in this very Difcourfe concerning Pan 
or Nature, where he fays, Non filum prof amm infthuf re (Spicurum fci- 
Rcet) fmmnem^ Jed etiam dtfipere videtur, I have only this to olfervc 5 
there is a ftrange Propenfity in Writers, to give the Atheist to one 
another. Hipocrates has been accufed of Atheifm b\ fome Modern, for 
fpeakingr majjnificentJy of Naturei (fee the Treatife, intitlcd, Hippo* 
crates Atheifmi falfo accufatus contra Oundlin^tum) and our great Coun» 
trytnan for fpcaking tlifadvaniagiopfly <vf it j perhaps, with equal Jufiice, 
For the World, as wc faid, is very flippant of its Accufations of this 
Kind: And what, between a narrow Sufpicion of the Bigot, on the 
one Hi^nd, and the Cunning i^nd Ambition of the IjBJ^aTiNE, to coun* 
tenance his Impieties by great Names, on the other, 'tis Iddom that a 
very confiderable Writer efcapes fcot-free. 

f See this Obferration admirably illuftrated by T'acHus^ where he 
(peaks of Prodigies in the declining Reign of OMff.— -He concludes the 
Account withfif plura aXia Iprodtgia fcilicet^ rudiftui feculh, etiam in 
fe/ce ohfervatat qua nunc tanium in metu audiunturi Jn the rude Ages of 
Rome^ the Love of Fa(/bood begot by Admiration^ drew them to propagate 
the Btlief of Prodigies: But now Superjiition was the Caufe, which 
arofe from the Diftrafkion of the unfettled State, agreeably to Lord Ba» 
con\ Obltivation in the foregoing Remark, who fays, 1 he Vulgar 
labour with Supci^itioAy Preecipue timfcribui duris, ^trffid$$ 6f adperjh. 
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4 But T^^^THy (cTen of a new Difcovery) is oF much cooler 

^ PpattnplatioD \ as payiog its Court to the Uoderftao,4*iug only^ 

t^y affprdipg a regular View of its fimple uuiyocal Original^ 
f^ith the i^mverfal Relation, pepeodaoce apd Harmony pf 
jt^ Pans. 80 calm ^ Profped often raifes no Ent^oilon, or' but 
that of the lowe(l kind, which we call Approbatwn. Thus the 
pondering §igfpUan, after having furvey'd the pregnant Glohe^ 
on this Side cover'd with fpringing HarveAs, which promifip 
IVqdth and Plenty to the near and diftant Continent^ and on 
Tbat^ difclpring a monftrous Brqod of Crocxxiiles to lay waflf 
the Fields and Villages ; paCTes over the BUJJing with a fcrene 
^knowledgment ; but follows the Courfe^ with Tranfport, 
WprQup and Adoration. 

Ppt not to be over*fond of an Hypothefis, I (han't fcruplf 
to Gonfefsy that Truth, in fome Cales, may beget Admiration. 

First, AJathematical Truths^ efpecially of mw invented 
Theorems, will raife it to a very extraordinary Degree. Wi(- 
nefs, that known Story of the old Mathematician, who hie 
upon a confiderable Difcovery as he was Bathing, and in an 
Ecftacy and Tranfport of Mind, ran Home Naked through the 
publick Streets. But how obfervable is it here, that even in a 
Truth y it is itsfeeming Confirmity to Error, that produces this 
admiration, by the common Way of iV^vi/fy and Surprizi: As 
when we find the fLatio between two Tniogs, (whofe DiAance 
makes an exaft Con^parifon appear impoifible) by a Medium 
that feem'4 beyond the {If ach of human Wit to difcover or apply. 

Secondly, a dear and cpmptehenfive View pf that amiahjje 
Exiftence, we call Virtue, will, for a Time, keep it up tp 
an uncommon Ardour ; and here, and in the foregoing Cafe^ 
(becaufe fixed on Truth) Admiration has, perhaps, its Ufe; 
the Novice may be hurried by it into the Caufe of Virtue . But 
if it fp happens, that this Admiration be called off*, or difturb* 
ed; or, that it falls of itfclf, before Virtue has thoroughly 
made her Acquaintance^ we foon (hift her oiF, and return ba^k 
again to our old Strangenefs. 

A Remakkakle Inftance of the firfl: Caie, we have in the 
* great Hiftorian SaUuJl, Why I ufe him here, as well as here- 

after, may be fecc towards fh- End of this Difcourje. 
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Those Criticks who have not fufficicntly mcafurcd the Ob- 
liquities of human Nature, are much fcandalized at what they 
call an outragions AfFeftaiion in his Behaviour. That a Man 
of his diflfolute CharaAer (hou'd have nothing in his Month but 
Virtusj Virtus, 'Tis true, that both before and after his thus 
efpoufing the Caufe of Virtue in his Hiftories, he ran into vio- 
lent ExcefleSy yet was his ConduA at that JunAure very 
natural. 

Consider Salluji juft expell'd the Senate, and fettled in 
his firft Retreat : He had before his Eyes that inexorable Magi- 
flracy, which while it remained Supreme, could not relax its 
Juftice in favour of hisgrofs Enormities: This gave him no 
Profpeft of ever returning with Honour to a public Employ- 
ment ; what could he do, but caft about to make the bed life 
of his Difgrace. He flatter'd himfelf to have emerged out of 
a general Corruption; and having now got firm footing in his 
Recefs; and leifure to breathe and furvey the furrounding 
Dangers ; his long neglefted Philofophy comes to his AiEftance, 
and difcovers to him the Deformity of Fice, 

Apparent dira fades inimicaq ; Troja} 

And, affilled by the Livelinefs of his Genius, employs his 
Jdmiration on the lovely View of Virtue, What Wonder, 
then, to hear him fpeak with Paffion and Tranfport of what 
he was juftbtcome enamoured of, and with Harfhnefs and 
Obloquy of Vice, which had fo fatally traverfed his Pretenfions 
to the Poffeflion of its Rival. But now confider Sallii/i invited 
by the fortunate * Vjurper^ to (hare with him in his Rob- 
beries. 

Rurfus labefaSfa cadebat 

Virtus 

No fooncr did the warm Afpeft of good Fortune (hine out 
again, but all thofe exalred Ideas of Virtue and Honour^ raifed, 
like a beautiful kind of Fr oft work, in \ht cold Seafonoi hi- 
verfiiy, diflblved and difappeared. 

But, Secondly, this Admiration foon drops itfelf, and if 
Virtue has not in the mean time fecured her Game, (he will 
be quite thrown out : Yet obferve, fo unhappy is the Condition 

« f/V^i/. > Cajar. 
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of Humanityy that we oft find when the Heat of Admiration 
has thoroughly warmed the Fancy, the Impreflions remain a 
long Time after ; and though Virtue and we have been long 
Strangers^ yet is the dlforder'd Imagination perpetually repre- 
fenting what it felt while that Heat was at the higheft ; like 
the Men of Abdera^ Lucian fpeaks of * who, on feeing the 
Andromeda of Archelaus, reprefented in a hot Day, in full 
Theatre, contrafted a feveri(h Frenzy, * with fo odd a Crifis, 
that every one fet up for the Deliverer of the diftrefTed DamofeU 
and nothing was feen or heard all Summer long, but buflcin'd 
Hero's roaring out their Jambics from one End of the Town 
to the other. This could not be a more pleafant Sight, than 
to fee one of our moral Lunaticks in his hot Fit. He cries out 
upon the Prevalence of Fice\ invokes Reputation, Honour, 
Religion to affert his Caufe, and mourn with him the Evils he 
fufFers fron? a bafe, degenerate World: He thunders on his 
brave Bread, as much as to tell you, that there frighted Virtue^ 
there poor Ajiraa^ juft on the Wing for Heaven, has taken up 
her laft Stage ; and if he dies of Grief, do but open his noble 
Heart, and you may there trace the fre(h Marks of her depart- 
ing Footfteps. 

Thus we fee the untenable precarious Pod of flrtue, when 
ftie enters by Admiration; which would alinod perfuade one 
that this is not the natural Way of getting into our Acquaint- 
ance: And I am confirmed in this Opinion, by obferving the 
different Reception (he met with in Greece and Rome, where 
(he came differently recommended. The latter brave People 
were long Strangers to all the Refinements of Fancy; and by 
their Genius and Circumftances, averfe to all Theoretic Specu- 
lations. Simp/e Nature was their Godde/s, and unfophijlicated 
Reaforiy their Religion. Here Virtue enter'd by the Under^ 
ftanding\ and mighty was her Progrefs amongft her rude un- 
lettered Pupils, They embraced her as part of their EJfence^ 
not as a gay Ornament, to be wore for Oftentation : So that 
her flill Voice was filently obey'd ; and no more Notice taken 
pf her Operations, than of the natural Funftions of the Mind 

I Dejcrihenia Hifions. 
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pr Body? But in the Words of tjictr great Hiftor^n, SalfuJ , 
" Opttmus qui/que facere quam djcere malebat.*^ Now ii^ 
Greece things \vent on at a diflferant ratcj in Greece^ where 
Pto^himfelfconfefTcs* that PhUofqphy (the Word by whiclj 
they ^yould exprefs the Science of Virtue) aftually owed i^ 
Birth to JdmlratsGn. The Underftanding waader'd in Sparch 
of ideal Excellence, through ail the Windings of mctaphyfical 
Speculations J and Virtue entering (as Plato qonfefled) by J^t 
miration^ became but the fondling Tpy of Fancy : Their reve- 
rend Teachers made a Science of it j they methodized it; ijiey 
V^ere always talkiqg of it, and yet, amidft all this Oftentatipp 
of Concern for its Inierefts, they fuffer'd it to evaporate gnder 
their very Beards in Noife and Smoke. In a Word, the 
Greeks could never rife higher ifean jujia facere, the Fruits of 
Virtue unnaturally forc'd by th^ Warpih of Jdmiration\ while 
the Romans arrive.d to the full Perfeftion of juftum ejfe, the 
mature Produft of Virtue concofted in the Underflandipg. 

To conclude, it was, no doubt, from the Difcovery pf thefe 
Evils arifing from exceiGve jfdmiratio^, that made the morp 
cautious of the Greek Philofophers reftrain their Pupils in i\\e 
too forward Ufe of it ; and the wifeft of all the Romans totally 
forbid it in thefe oracular Lines ; 

Nil Admirari, prope res efty una, Numici^ 
Solaque quapojftt facer e, ^ fervare beatum. ^ 

And now to come about again. 

II. A fecond Caufe of this Deluge of Prodigies, in hiftorip 
Compofitions, is another Weaknefs too natural likewife to the 
human Mind ; which one may call a national Pride: Through 
this we appear confiderable eriough to Challengic t)ie jRegard 
of Providence in the nioft frequent Inierpofitions ; whether 
thefe be in our Favour, or for our Puniftiment, this national 
Paffion is equally gratified : And here we fee what it was thgt 
pwftflrongly drew the Roman Writers to tranfgrefs in the Pra^ 
figious\ and amongft the reft LivY himfelf ; who, though a 
Maftcr * in every Part of Nature ^ yet engaging in the Cott- 

? /if A/j Thcctctus. 3 H$)r. £/• 6, /. i» ♦ Vid, Scjacca/?. Ep. loo. 
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templation of that furling Sf rics of good Forfone, that aj* 
vanced Ramf to the DomrnioQ of Mankind, wd URable to ex^ 
pjore the Cavifes that lay hM in the Pen^tralU of Providence; 
inflam*d with the Love of his Country ^ that Roman Virtue 5 he 
could not chufe but revere her as the 6«ft Favourite of Heaven ; 
and fo gave into ev(»ry thing that n)ight advance the Credit of 
her Divinity. Thus is the Dilemma^ in the beginning of this 
Difcourfe, eafily evaded, Livy is a Believer of Profligies, yet 
no Superflitioqs ; a Philofopher, and here no Free-thinker. 
But if you would fee this Roman Spirit at its full Height, con- 
fult what remains pf Julius Ohfequens de * Prodigiis ; in 
which Work he was at the Pains 10. colle^l: all the Prodigies 
recorded b\ his Countrymen, ab U. C. ad An, 742. Punifh- 
ments or Favours, 'twas all a Cafe; all was for the Hopour of 
Old Rome\ * but have we not as zealous Partifans for the 
Honour of Old England, who, not contented to glory Iq th^ 
Scourges (he has formerly received from Heaven, are fo great 
Aflerters of impending Judgments for old national Crimes, 
that you would believe the Credit of the Kingdom depended 
on the Truth of their Predi6lions. judgments on the Pofte- 
rity of principal Agents, are another thing : But to think nation- 
al Punilhments due, after national Satisfaftion made, and na- 
tional Reformation eftablifhed, fo as the Repetition of the 

5 This Work appears to have been wrote in Defence of expiring 
Faganifftft and fo has met with the common Fate of all Books of (ho 
fame Times and Chara6ler : Buc its mutilated Parts have been looked 
upon wif h fuch Compaflion and Charity by that homft Getman, ( onrad^ 
Lycoflhenes, that he has given a Suppl cogent to the zcaloui and devout 
Performance. 

• Even Tacitus, as affe^edly Sceptical as he is, fpeaking of tl.c 
Misfortunes of the Empire in his firft Book of Hiftories, cannot dif^uife 
the Roman j and when Affairs liad fo wry a Look, that Men of cooler 
Complexions, or lef? LoPers of their Country, would have fecn, or thought 
they faw, all the Marks of the toul Negletland Reprobation of Heaven 1 
t\m national Fr/<// rtill buoys hm up, and if he mult acknowledge M^?# 
the Gods had no longer any Care fir their Safeties, it could not be denied 
that they were fliU moft rigorous Avengers of their Injuries, «* }iec enim 
*♦ unquam atrociorihus populi Rom. cladihus, magijve juflis judiciis appro^ 
*^ iatamejif non effe curas deis fecttritatem nojiram, ejje uhionem ** An<| 
ohferve, he had ju(t before been fpeaking of the feveral Prodigies that hap* 
feoed a( thfit Time, 

Crime 



Crime is become impoffible ; muft proceed only from that odd' 
Kind of Pride we fpeak of. Horace^ indeed, a ranch better 
Divine in this Cafe^ fpeaking of the fame Thing; argues upon 
light Grounds. 

DeliSfa majorum immeritus lues^ 

Romanet Donec Templa refecerh 

Aedefque labentes Deorum^ et 

Foeda nigro Jtmulacra fumo* '' 
Now as Superjiition is fometimes found mixed with the 
former Weaknefs, vi%. the Love of Faljhood \ {o Enthufiafm^ we 
fee, has frequently its Share in this: But it muft be confefled, 
that here the Evil has the nobleft Caufe in the World, the 
Love of one's Country. 

Great is its Faulty but glorious is its Flame, * 
And I do not know whether we fhould not be Lofers by it, 
if in fucceeding to root it out of Minds fo enthufiaftically borne 
away, we (hould diminifh the leaft Spark of that Coelejlial Fire. 
But there is a Scil of Anti Moralifts, who hjive our Hobhesy 
and the French Duke de la Rochfoucault for their Leaders, that, 
give it but Encouragement, would foon rid our Hands of this 
Inconvenience, and moft effeftually prevent all Return from 
that Quarter: For whereas it was the Bufinefs of ancient Phi- 
lofophy, to give us a due Veneration for the Dignity of human 
Nature \ they defcribed it as it really was, beneficent, brave, 
and a Lover of its Species \ a Principle, become Sacred fincc 
our divine Mafter made it the Foundation of bis Religion : 
Thcfe Men, for what Ends we (hall fee prefently, endeavour- 
ing to create a Contempt and Horror for it, have painted it 
bafe, cowardly, envious, and a Lover of its felf A View fo 
fenfelefs and fliocking to the common Notices of Humanity, 
that I affirm him no honed Man, and incapable of difcharging 
the Offices of a Son, a Subjeft, or a Father, that in the fud- 
den, and even involuntary Workings of the Affeftions,'does 
not perceive the Fucus. Now between the ancient Doftrine qf 
the Dignity of human Nature and public Liberty, there is fo 
iirift and natural an Union, that.it is impo/Tible tofeparate them^ 

7 Carm. /. 6. Od. 3. 'Waller, 
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without deflroying both: So that whatever Zeal this new Sefl: 
may pretend for public Good, they muft be, in fpight of all their 
Pretences, the mod fatal Enemies to that, which only can pro- 
cure it, public Liberty. Publick Liberty, which is the Balm of 
human Mifery, the Quintellencc of human Felicity, and the 
bcft Recompence for the Lofs of a Terreftrial Paradife. 

For while the Love of the Species is thought to be implant- 
ed in the Mind by Nature ; Indinfl is afUfted by a Senfe of 
Duty, to feek the Happinefs of // ; and our Enquiry, at length, 
difcov^rs that nothing can produce this Happinefs, but pubiit 
Liberty: Then to procure this^ being the Means of gratifying 
the nobleft of its innate Paflions, we fee wh'at it was that drew 
heroic Minds, through all Ages, from Moses to William 
THE THIRD, to declare themfelves fuch unwearied Advocates 
for the common Rights of Mankind. 

But when ,oncc we can be brought to perfuade ourfelves, 
that this Ijove of the Species is Chimerical ; that the Notion 
was invented by crafty Knaves^ to make Dupes of the Young, 
the Vain, and the Ambitious; that Nature has confined us to 
the narrow Sphere of Self-love^ and that our moft pompous 
Boafts of a generous Difintercftednefs, af« but the artful DR- 
guifes of that Paffion ; we become, like /jfw», afliamed of 'our 
Fondnefs for a mijlaken Juno, and leave the gaudy Bxhaiatwm 
to be difpers'd by the Stopns cf popular Tumults, or the Su»^ 
Jhine of Court'Jlattery : Or if, haply, the Memory of it yet re- 
mains, ihe little People employ it to countenance Licentiouf- 
nefs, and the Great, to monopolize OppreiTioa* 

These are unavoidable Confequences. And indeed, the 
jolly Philofopher of Malmefiury^ in a drunken Fir, fpoke out: 
For intoxicated with his new brew'd Hypothefis of hufnan Bafe^ 
nefs^ befell dotingly fond of an ahfolute Mafter: And, O nm 
ridiculam Cato, 6f joccfami to dKcrcdit public Liberty, tranf- 
lated Thu'cydidei. 'Tis true, he never meddled with Antiqui* 
ty, but to abufe it; witnefs again, his Tranflation oi Homer: 
But the Caufe of his $pight was no Myftery ; for the far beft 
Part of it contains little elfe than Precepts or Examples of this 
innate Honejfy of the Mind: Yet to profecutc it with more De- 
cency, Antiquity was to be all profcriled fpr the Sake of his 
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Leviathan; atid 'tfe ccrtftiti hwi9 equally tdflctftl^d ; fdT feo# 
cou'd thore Twin^Brotbirs^ human Bnfenifi and j^itfMr SkVity 
keep their Cnedir, while there remained ill Beiog, fo i&adjr 
ianexceptionable TeAimDnies of their Shftm^ and Conf bfioQ ? 

BtJT we muft not forget the French Noblctnan, who, it^ 
accommodate his Work to the Tafte and Capacity of the Cour** 
tiers, propagated, at the fame Time with HMes, the fame Doc- 
Irine in loofe^ independent Makims, Thofe of his own Qna^ 
lity may be free with him. Lord Sh^Jbury calls him " k 
*^ petty Retaiter of Wit^ who has run Changes and Divlfionft 
" without End, on this Article of Sef/bf^e."* » His Fames 
fpread \J;ronderfully among the N^Ueffei aod I fern very much 
ef Opiniori, that to that as much as any one Caufe, we may 
afcribe the Triuttiphs bf the two Cardinais in the Minority of 
Lewis the Fourteenth, over the then reifaaining Liberties of 
the State; for neiitef i^ the Cortoeftion nor Congruity bctMreea 
Bafenefs and Slavery to be f|ae(lioned. What Thoughts, then, 
muft we cntei'taifl of a ktc Writer* who> in a Country ofper^ 
feft Lihertfs has undertaken to revive this expiring Doftrine \ 
For the FMe of the B^s is but the Tap-dt&ppingk o\ Hohies 
and Rffcbfourauh's unnatural Se^eragt. 

BOT human Nature and CSvii Government deferve, it feems^ 
Bo tonger to be treated with Dectoey, their weak Side is now 
difcovery, and thftir Authority opealy attacked. The Aftault 
kas been carried on at all Quarttrs, and Fhilofophy and Buffoon. 
ry equally in thtir Turns, employed la relieving one another. 
But Scaramouch i$ to hzH the HobObr of the Day, and no^ 
narchei t^ xht Engageitieiit on the Shouldera of the Philofo- 
jher. A thorough Banter upon thefe two Topics, is btcotoc 
thip modifli fiu d'Efptit of our gfenerous and hopeful Touth, 
%^ho ftire> it ever, arfe 6ow in the Way of bang Merry and 
tViJt. The rare t'elicity of thfe Age, that tan afford to carry 
on Aich tttipbttant Works #ith fo much good Humour! But 
thoU) k«adtl^ who haft unhappily imbibed too largely of the 
put Spirit t>f Antiquity, tutatk pretend to no Share in the Ho- 
nour* Thy Prid«, peHiapi), won't Mkt thee ^ d^rade thf 

9 ChargM. VoULp. to. 
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Spttiesi ttbr ihy Pdrtlaltt^ to thy Cbunitf, to tthnfe thy Gavefn^ 
ers. Tour Mafteri!, tffe Ancients^ laid ir, andydil, alas ! believed 
it| that Mankind was more free froih Maligi^ity than Weakn^g; 
and lefs dble> than dirpos'd to mend t But heai^ken to betteif 
Inftruflors, and learn to ei&ce thofe filly Phejudites^ 

The rtligitnks Author of the Tale of a Tub will tell you, 
Riligim is but a Refervcnr bf Ifools inA Madtneh ; and the vir^ 
tubus Lemuel GuUiver will anrwer for the State^ that it is b Den 
of Savages and Cnt*throats. What think you. Reader*, is not 
the Syftem rotltid and great? And How th^ Piglegf is fo ctean- 
ly plucked tofF, what retains, bbt braVdy to ftrike a^rfty the 
rotten Staff, that yet keeps our old doting Parfeiits on their laft 
L^gj? 

S£tiiofJSLV let it be a^ they fay, that Riditule ^rtd Satire 
are the Supplement of public La^s- Siould iiot then, the Ends 
of both be the fame; the Btoefit of Mankind ! But where is the 
Sihfe (&f a geheral Salifej if the whole Species be degenerated ? 
And where is th^ Juftice of it. If it bfe not ? The Puhilhment cf 
Lunaticks is as wife as thb one; and a general Execution as 
honell as Ibe other. In fhof t, a g^fterSl Satire, the tVbrk oA\j 
of ill Meii or little GehiiH'i, Was proferibed of Oldj both by the 
Griiit "and the Mdgiflrati, as an Gflebce e^«ftlly dgainft jnfiicd 
and cei^mon Senfe. 

The Imifiortal S^&ates employed his Wit to better PurpdTe, 
His Veih was riehj but frugal. Hi thought the Laugh tod 
dear, when bought at the Expencc of Probity : And therefore 
laid it all out in the Imp^o^tneht and Refdrnk of Manners* 
But not to be partial to Antiqlilty^ it muft be own<ed> that eveti 
then, for one Socrates to Referm, it had a DiMocrifiiy to Sneer, 
i Diogenes to Snarl, tiay, eVeft an Mtfiaetitus to Wee|> at hti- 
Hcn Obliquit]^. 60 much eafier has it always been, *o invent 
a falfe Philofc^y on the Credit of a pitvailihg P«ffioni than to 
life even the firfl Principles of Reafon, to cuirb abd rtflrain It. 
And here 'tis well worth obfervidg^ that he, ofallthefe, whom 
the WoHd treated moft feverely, ^as thfe Refn-Mf- : As he who 
moft grofly abufed his Reafon, even to the arguing againft geo* 
metrical Demonflraiions, was the iScoj^er, The firft Part of 
the Remark, thefe gamefome Gentlemen, by their frefent Con" 
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iu£iy feem to have been no Strangers to; and the latter they 
would do well to reflcft on for the Regulation of the future. 
Again, at the Revival of Letters, afecond Socrates arofe in Era/* 
mus^ ^ Democritus in Rablais ; and a Diogenes in Peter Aretin: 
And again, the well direfted Railery of the great Reformer^ 
drew down againll its Author more Enemies^ than did all the 
Filth, Scurrility, and Impieties of the Buffoon and Oynici, 

•Tjs our Glory, and I wifli it may prove our Happinefs, to 
give the Enemies ot Religion and Liberty, the moil uninter- 
rupted Freedom in carrying on their Attacks. But as we juftlj 
pride ourfelves in imitating the free Manners, and elegant Ha*^ 
manity of Greece and Rome ; rather than the barbarous Inqui- 
fitorial Spirit of a Spanijh or Italic Hierarchy^ it would be 
ihameful in us to be ignorant of, or not to imitate the nice and 
equitable Bounds, thofe wife Republics put to a perfeft Tole- 
ration. Thefe, if I raiftake not, are exaftly marked out, in 
the famed Cafe of the Philofopher Protagoras. And I muft aflc 
Pardon of the Learned, for thinking that the Areopagita re- 
garded his Behaviour in a different Light from what Tully^ who 
mentions the Story, feems tafay they did. Protagoras publifii- 
ed a Treatife, with thefe ftrange Words in the beginning of it^ 
Whether there he Gods^ or whether there be none^ IJharCt trouble 
mjfelf about the Mattery * for which he jvas banifhed, and his 
Book publicly burnt ; certainly not from the Athenians Impa* 
tience, in fuflFering that Matter to be made a Problem of; but 
for the extravagant Way of treating fo momentous a Queftion, 
an Air of Levity and vicious Indifference, unbecoming a Philo* 
fopher or an honeft Man. ^Tis afmall Matter that Truth re-* 
quires Sobriety^ and a State, Decency and good Manners, to qua- 
lijy you for the Noble Employment of thinking freely, and thinking 
jufily. In vain you tell uSy that Men^ by Right of Nature, 
Mm full Liberty of Philofophifing. The Buffoon and Sneerer 
are Jiill on the wrong Side the Charter. Thus we may pre- 
fume, did thofe difccrning Judges argue. Their Indulgence 
to Epicurus very much countenances our Conjefture ; for that 

' Ve Diis neque ut Jint, eque ut nonjint, habeo dicere^ apud Cic. 
4«Nit. Dcor. I. I. 
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Philofopherev^n adventured to determine on the Queftion, and 
founded his whole Doftrine upon the Deftruftion of Providence 
and Religion; yet his Retirement, his Temperance, his Juf- 
tice, his Friendship, all bore Teftimony of Error only in the 
Judgment And the Soliuide of the Garden was undifturbcd, 
while Mpdefty and Sobriety refided there. 

But it is now high Time to a(k my Reader's Pardon in 
Form, for my Digreflion on Virtue in the foregoing Head, and 
for iWs of Public Liberty juft ended. If ihey are to be ad- 
judged Digreflions. For xhc, Knight Errant in his Way to 
Court, to break a Lance for Fame and Reputation, while he 
fleps afide to redrefs an injured Virgin, the proper Office of his 
Order, may be faid to be more truly iu his Way, than before 
he left the Road. 

IH. Now as Folly begets Knavery, by the raoft natural Ge- 
neration ; The Free-thinking Hijiorian, though above the Reach 
of thefe two JVeakneJfes, fo largely defcanted on, in* the prece- 
ding Heads, yet experiencing how fubjeft the Mind is to be 
tainted by them, is prompted by a ftrong Deftre of Popularity^ 
to take Advantage of this prevailing Propensity for lying JVon^ 
ders\ and to fit his Treat to the Palate of his Readers. S^e 
here the Source of one of thofe Knaveries of the Writer, which^ 
in the beginning of this Difcourfe^ \ affigned as a Caufe of for-' 
tentous Relations. Of this, the Greek Hifiorians, were fir ft 
and principally guilty \ and the great Father of Fallhood, Hera* 
dotiis, above Meafurc: For all thofe monftrous Stories, to feme 
of which he throws in a Salvo for his own Credit, were but 
Traps, laid at an Olympic Entertainment, for the Applaufe of 
a proud and lazy People: For what a Sacred Writer delivers 
of the Jthenians in his Days, was always true of the Greeks 
in general i that they (pent their "lime in nothing elfe\ hut either 
/tf Tell orHEARyiw^ New Thing. * 

But thcfe Hiftorians have not flopped here, ihey have found 
their Acccount in giving into eveiy Branch of this popular 
Delufion: So that not only the Prodigious and Supernatural^ 
but likewife mere human ASfions are drefs'd up by them, in 
grange fancied Ornaments of Affright and Terror; aiid thw 

* A^s iLvii. SI* 
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delivered wer to the fecular Arm, as it w?rc^ in a SaH^ ' 
Ben IT. Sec here a remarkable loftancc. SaUuJl in his B^U 
CatiL having given us the Confpirators in Confacil^ with the 
Refult of their Debates, goes on in this Manner, " Fuere ^a 
*• tempeftate, qui dicerent^ Cacilinam, oratione babitaj cum ad 
** jusjurandum populates fcelerh fui adigeret, bumani corporis 
** fanguinem vino permixtum in pateris cirtumtulij/e, &c. •*— - 
•* Non nulli fiSfa ^ hate, tf multa praterea exifiimabant ab iis^ 
" qui Ciceronis invidianty qua poftea orta eft, leniri ctedebant^ 
** atrocitate /ceteris eorum, qui paenas dederanU Nobis ea re^ 
*• pro mdgnitudine pafum comperta eft** Now that this Storj 
was falfe, we need not doubt: For had it been otberwife, 
could Fuhi^ be ignorant of it, who had fo entire an Afcend^ 
ant over the moft diflblute of the Gang^ that was under np 
more Reftraints of Modefty, than he was of Policy, to hinder 
his indulging a Woman's Curiofiry in the ntinuteft Particulars i 
Would not (uch a CircumQance have fixed the greateft Impref* 
fions of Horror in that Sex ? and would not thofe Impreflions 
have been uppermoft, while (he was making her voluntary Dif- 
covery to Cicero? Could Cicero have been fil^nt on this Headj 
that Gcero, I fay, who, in his Inveftives againft the Confpi* 
rators, loads them with all the Guilt they were but imagined 
capable of committing? aqd toftrtngthenall this, Sal/uft con* 
fcfles, after the molt exaft Enquiry, he could find little to 
countenance the Rumour; and fo acquiefces in that very pro- 
bable Account of its Original ; that it was broached afierwards^ 
to allay the Odiuni again Tully*^ Adminiftration. But all this 
fiilr Dealing and Circumfpeftion could not reftrain the Greek 
fTriters that cppy'd after him, from deferting Trutb to fervp 
themfelves of the WeaknefTcs above-mentioned. Plutarch ? 
and Dio CaJJius ♦ have bgth^ wrote of the Catiline Confpiracy^ 
and given the Tale of thh horrid San^ion, not only as a mofl 
unqueftioned Faft, but have heightened it with all the Im- 
provements of a /ri/^ Gr^«/7« 5^«V// : For whereas Salluft fays. 
It was reported that the Confpirators drank human Blood mix- 
ed with Wine; thefe CompHers affirm it was the Blood of a 
ijA'dU or Boy (for in that Particular only, they difier) wholQ 
3 In vitaCic. f Kh. JifJ, 36, 
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Throat they cot for the very Porpofe. This round Way of 
doing Things, by our two Greeks^ I muft confefs, appeared t9 
itie at firft Sight,^Maccoantable. To fee thefe Co^iJIs of Af- 
tcr-timcs fo careflmy gather op an old faplefs Story, to Engraff 
opoD, that had been long ago rooted op, and thrown afide by 
« great Original Writer of the very Age to which it firft fprung 
op. Bot oor Way cf confidermg it, clears all ; and lays them 
'fo Tery open, that we fee their Drift as dearly as if they had 
cried oat in the very Words of the old Roman Mob -drivers, 
jfypittamus ad Pefwlum. 

But thoogh this at firft, was no more in the Greek Writers, 
than winhng at their Reader's Hind Side ; yet by a l<Mig Habit 
of keeping their Eyes fliut, like Geta in Appian ^ they become 
zt laft, Jlark bKnd. In this Condition was the grojfi Body of 
them in the Time of Juvenal; and agreeably to it muft we 
•onderftand his 

^idqtiid Graecia mendax 
AuDET in Myioria. ^ 

For intelleAaal Blindnefs gives the greateft Relievo to the Siu* 
Tits, as the feel'd Pigeon has the moft adventorous Flights. 

It would be endlets to recount the feveral Engines, Hiftori- 
ans of all Ages have invented to catch the Applaufe of the Peo- 
ple, though at the Expence of Troth, and joft Compofitioo. 
But, for the Honour of the Moderns^ I (haH examine one lately 
fitted op by the French Hrftorlans, and fet a going with un- 
common Succefs. It is an entirely new Species of hiftoric Wri- 
ting, that meddles only with the Revolutions of a Country, to 
which the ingenious ^btjot de Kertothz^ given the higheft Re- 
putation ; ^ But never, fure, was any Attempt in Hiftory».* 
produftive of more or greater Evils : The prefeat Fondnefs for 
this Cheat, and its yet onfufpeAed Imptfiure, will excofe my 
Pains, in proving bow irregolar, falfe and impcrfeS the Com- 
pofltion is in itfelf. Secondly^ how injorious it is to the Coon* 
try it fo difakcmbers; aad. Thirdly, how deftrudive to all juft 
Hiftory. 

^ Hi^. it«m. di M, ehfB. ^ Sat, to* 

^ By his I^/fme des Remimwmi dam la Kef» Romaine, 
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That this Form (houM wonderfully allarc commottRcad- 
ers, /is no way ftrange. The bufy, aftive Caiaftrophc of liev&^ 
lutlons gives a tumultuous Kind of Pleafujikto thofc vulgar 
Minds, that rerruin uiafFeflcd with the cal^ Scenes, that the 
(till and ftendy Advances of a well ballanced State, to fccure its 
Peace, Power and Durability, prefent before them : • Add to 
this,, that the Revolution Purt, is the great Rcpofitory of 
all the Stores for Admiratioriy whofe Power and Fafcination oa 
the Fancy, we have at large examined: Whereas xht Jieai^ 
Part affords Entertai:iment only for the Underftanding, by its 
fober Leffons on public Utility This Advantage then, let ihefc 
French Charlatans make their be(i of; but let them at the fame 
Time confefs, that Truth, and jult Compofitioo is another 
Th ng: Thii is to be meafured by th^ Nature and End of Civil 
Hiftory; its very Name, and the Praftice of ail Antiquity 
teaches us to dtfine it a Relation of public /ISiion^y in acentinu* 
id chronological Series between any two propofed Periods : Not a 
capricious Jumping from one diftant Fact to another, as Fancy, 
or a fair Mirk, directs their Courfc. The Knd of it is gene- 
ral Utility; by drawing U(es from Examples; let us fee, then, 
which contributes moft to thi? End, the turbid, or the calm 
Seafon. The HlQory of the Revolutions and Subverfions of 
Government can ncer airord Examp'es of great Ufe : The 
Rarencfs of the Phcenomenon, and the dark and confufed Faces 
of it, affjrd only new Evidence to the old Truth of the Injia'^ 
bility of human Things ; or at beft is Phyfick to a People going 
to run mad of the fame Diftemper; befides, on feeing nothing 
but Battles and Devaftntions, Revolts of 1\)wnsanJ fVovinces, 
the Struggles of Faftions, and the Violation of Faith and 
Treaties, we are apt to be difgufted at Society; to think irre- 

• Perhaps my Ica'ned Reader mav urpc me with the Authority of Lor4 
Bacon, who, in ih Dedication of his Hiflory o\ H^n VI I feems to coun- 
tenance the Revolution H^f iters in thai famous Paflage wlicre lie favs, that 
peace tble Times are the heft to live in ; but unfettled Times the bcft to 
write of: The Latin is, Quorum alteram genus temporumviventihus comm^" 
dius, 'ilterumf Jcrthentihus gratius. Now I^c apparently ufes the W ord 
grotitti^ from the Experience he had as an Hirti»rian, how m».ch that Part 
of Hiftory allured the Generality of Readers, which to a Wri er fond of 
Applaufei would always carry the Kecommcndation of grati^i along 
lyiihit* 

yercnthr 
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Vcrcntly of it, apd in Time to drop all Concern for Its Intcfefts : 
But the Hiftory of the Arts of Peace and Coramerce, in which 
we find the Amendments of Laws, the Refinements of Man- 
ners, the Advancement of Knowledge, the Improvements of 
public Conveniences, and the EAabliAiment of Liberty and 
Power; this is the Work of Ufe, and conftant and univerfal 
Concernment : And what Man in his Senfcs won't think that 
the Hiftoiy of George the First, will be efteemed, to the 
lateft Pofterity, as infinitely more fubfervicnt to all the Pur- 
pofes of wife Policy and civil Prudence, thaa thofe of an Alex-' 
under y a Tamer lairtt or a Lewis? 

Secondly; The Injury to the State fo handled, is intole- 
rable: Let us confider only how iZ^wr, the immortal Ciry, is 
treated in the H't/ioire des Rev, dans la Rep, Romaine ; in 
which the Writer profefles but to defcribe its Imperfe(5Vions. 
A noble Taflc : Near a kin to his, who firft gave a Mnp of the 
Spots of the Sun. To fucceed in this, was no great Difficul- 
ty ; but, perhaps, the Hiftorian might have been as much puz- 
zled as the Aftronomer, had he been obliged to have deline- 
ated the dazzling Glories of it. But this kindcf Hijlory heft dif^ 
covers the Nature and Genius of a People^ and teaches to form 
the trueft Judgment of a Conftitution. Ridiculous I As if one 
ihould meafure the Benefits of the Trenty the Severn^ or the 
Thames^ by thecafual Overflowing of a Summer Inundation: 
But Men are apt to run into hafty Conclufions. I have met, 
amongft my ingenious Friends, with fome, who would not 
give themfelves the Pains to learn the Roman Conftitution from 
its own Writers; or perhaps might think, according to the Pro» 
verb; that it would be (eeking Rome in Rome; but took their 
Notions of it from this famed Hiftory, which I underftood 
were (o frighful, as to make them conceive, that Rome, 
amid^ her Conquefts, differed no more from Rome^ the JJylum 
of Cut-throats and Ruffians, than as her Po\\er furnifhed her 
with Arms and Paflions to be more univerfally deflru^ive to 
Mankind. ^ But our own hard Cafe in this Regard, will fhew 

H 3 us, 

» The Partifans of this French Writer have another Quarrel wiih tht 
Roman Republic. What, fay they, can give us a moie contemptible Idea 
uf a large Siatc, thiD to find i( mofily goyeroM by Ctiftom, to have few 
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us, Tl^eirs : For while, by the Unhappinefi of an IlI-baHaiP* 
ced Conftitution, we were frequently ncceffitated in behalf of 

Liberty 

written' LcavSf and not fo ranch as Ma^na Charta to maric and afccrt'ain the 
Boundaries of Jurifdi&hn between Senate and Feo^e .^ Thw, indeed, wa» 
the Cafe; Ctfiom, or the traditional Obfervance of the Prafkice ^ their 
Fore-fathersr was what dtreaed them in their public as well as private 
Determinations. This was appealed to in pronouncing Sentence againft 
» Criminal, where Part of the Formularf was MoR£ MajoxUM. So- 
ISdb^, fpeaking of the Expulfion af Tarqidn, fays, Mutato MoftB, in- 
ftead of Lege mutata; ancl Virgil, Pacifqae imponere MoitBM. Bttt that 
this was a Defcft in civil Policy, will not he fo eafily made put. I-et us 
compare Gujhm and written Laws together in a few Inftances* But as the 
^ttingthe Ancients of one's Side, is accounted HalfaViftory, it won't 
be amifs, firft to fortify ourfelves with a npble Obfervation of Pio Chryfr^ 
pm\. 7 hat the Enflaifed are the fit eft to he gwerned hy Laws^ and free 
Men by Cuflom. This Paradox, ill underftbod by M. CafauSbn^ in whom 
1 found it quoted, I ft all endeavour to defend. D/Vs Politicks were hew 
dire£ked principally upon Rome and^her Provinces. That at leafi it was » 
Republic, and Con()uefls made by it, he had, his Eye upon, is evident 
from hence ; Conquered Countries under a Monarchy, could, with no 
Propriety, be faid to be governed by Laws ; for the Willof the Monarch, 
hf the Mouth of the Liemenant or BajQiaw, b the Terms of Obedience^ 
hut in X free State, the regular debated Decrees of the LegiiUture, af- 
ford them the Benefit of fixed and edablilhed Laws. So much for the Fa£^. 
The Reafon on which P/9 founds his Obfervation, may be gather'd from 
hence. ■ Cuftom being of the Nature of paternal Injun£kions, tradi- 
tionally delivered from Father to Son, the Cbiervance of it by a State, 
muft needs be a Mark of £reedom ; and connng originally frpni the re* 
verenced Founders of their Liberty, will be an Encouragement and Af - 
fiftance to- them in Defence of that Blcffing, as being the Prerogative 
inrailed upon itj But a conquered People mud pretend to none of this 
Diftindion : Having, by their Degeneracy, loft all Right to their brave 
Fore-fathcrs free Inftitutions, their Mailers will, in Policy, take the 
Forfeiture j and the fixing a Conqueft, muft be done by giving Laws, 
'that every Moment put them in Mind of the Power of the Viftor ; no* 
thing being more dangerous than to truft^ a late fubdued People with old- 
Cuftoms, that perpetually upbraid their Bafenefs, and provoke them to 
revolt. 

But now to the Point. The Wifdom of the Roman Republic, in their 
Veneration for Cuftom, and Backwardnefs to introduce new writtetg 
LawSf may be feen by the following Comparifon. 

1. The Benefits of new written Lawi are merely confined to the Confe- 
quences of their Obfervance: Guftomary Z.^ii^j keeping up, as we obfer- 
ved above, a Veneration foivihe Founders, engage Mtn in the Imitation 
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t^iber.ty to take the Field, or implore the Aid of a gtncrooi 
protcftor; wc know who they are amongft pur. Neigbours, 
that for thefe old Difcafe$ of State long fmce remedied, conti- 
nue to this Day, to traduce the beft-natured People upon 

of their Vink^s as well as Poi/'cy. To this wis ov/ing the religious Regardt 
the Romans paid to their Forc-fathcr^ Memory; and, confequcntly, 
their adhering for fo itiany Ages to the Pra£lice of the fame Virtues which 
Do^bjog coDirtbuted more to deface» than the introduction of a ?oluitti* 
nous Body of new Laws over the Neck oi venerable Ciifipfk. And this 
their fa£lioUs and ambitious Demagogues always made (heir firft Care to 
piromore, 

ft. The Simplicity, Concifenefs and Antiquity o£CuJlom, give«D Air of 
Majefty and Immutability, that tnfpiies Awe and Veneration : Biit nevf 
Laws are too apt to be rolumineiis, and fo perplexed sind mutable; from 
\Y[ience proceeds Negle£t, Contempt and Ignor»rice. 

3. As every Thing of human Inif itution is fubjeft to grofs Imperfec- 
tions; thofe, inn^ Laws, which have fucb, areeaiily difcovered; and 
fo for the Weaknefs of one Part, all the other Parts, though found, are 
brought into Contempt : But fuch Weakneflcs in a Cuftomi for very obvi- 
ous Reafons, evade an Examination; befides^ a friendly Prejudice, as 
ytt fliall fee by what follows, always ftands up in their Defence. 

4. But in Cafe a new Law be perfectly equitable and neceflary, yet if 
the Procurers of it have betrayed aCondu£l that confefles, By*£nds and 
private lilotives, the Difguft to the Circumttances difpofe Us, uhreafon- 
ably indeed, to an Irreverence of the Law itfelf. But wc are indulgently 
blind to the moft vitible Imperfeftions of sn oU Cuftom. If we can't fatis- 
fy a malicious Obje£tor in the Cut bono, we can perfuade ourfelves, thac 
our wife Fore-fathers had good Reafons for what they enjoined; and if 
they be now loft> the Benefit will dill go along with the Obfervance, 
though wc don't know how. 'Tis in this Manner the Roman Lawyers 
fpeak in the Digejis, Tit. De ratione hgis mn inquirenda, 

« NortommaiwgfUtf a Major iBUs fon////a/a/un/, 'Ratio reddipoteft ; ^ 
«• ideo raiiouis eoruoif qua conftituuntur, inquiri non oporiet i alioquinmul^ 
«< (a ex his qu<t eerta fuht Juhertunfur" L. t.Tit. 3. L. 20&2f. 

5. Thofe Laws that keep up for tbenoittir^tWgreateft Love and Ob- 
fervance, mull needs be bcft ; but it is the moft notorious Truth, f^r 
which above you fee the ReafOns, that the People have ever had a (Irong 
Attachment to old Cufiomt and an equal Negle6l of new written Laws, 

All that I would conclude from hence, is this; That the Romans 
tnight have foun<;l enough to reply to the Enemies of their Conflitution; 
and we, enough to explain an ill-underftood Obfervation, That nume* 
rofts Laws are a Sign of a degenerate Community % which is generally thoug)iC 
to mean, That numerous Laws are the Confequence of debauched Man* 
ners, when in Truth, they are very often the Caufe^ 

H 4 Earth, 



Earth, with the Title of Savage, reftlefs, turbulent Revolution- 
ijis. But I won't anfwer for the Abbot that he was not pay- 
ing his Devotions, while he thus facrificed the moft divine State 
that ever was. This is a ftale Trick ^\ if not here plaid over 
again; why fuch frequent and tragical Exclamations agalnft the 
Divifions between Senate and People? A much belter Coth- 
noijfeur in thefe Matters, even the great Macbiavel affures us, 
that thefe very Divifions were the Foundation and Security of 
their Grcatnefs. 

■ Genus unde Latinum, 

Albamq\ patres, atq\ alia Mcenia Koma. 

As I truft only to my Memory, that I have read fuch an Ob- 
fervation in the Beginning of MachiaveVs Difcorji fopra T* U' 
vro, I hmve forgot whether he gives his Reafons for it; But 
there was no need ; for thofe that are the leaft acquainted with 
Civil Hiftory, muft know, that the Equilibrium of Power, fo 
effential to a free State, was kept fteady by thefe Divifions: 
And when ambitious Men had once found the Art of ending 
them, by cajoling the People, and forming Parties within the . 
Walls of the Senate, Liberty was no more. 

Thirdly, The Danger to true Hiftory from this falfe Spe- 
cies, is very imminent. We have obferved above, that this 
kind of Compofuion has a great Eclat, and by the Buflle and 
Aftivity of the Scenes, muft become the darling Entertainment 
of the People. This then, adorned with all the Art that the 
beft modern Hiftorians, for fuch I efteem the French^ areMaf- 
ters o*^, muft needs take off the Regard io general Hijiorj of the 
genuine Compofition\ and fo hinder the Produftion of thofe we 
want, and caufe the Lofs of thofe we have : For a great Genins 
will fcarce employ his Time on anout-of fadiioned Labour; 
and that Negleft brings on Deftruflion, we are fufficiently 
informed, by the irreparable Damage Antiquity has fuitained 
by that infipid, fenfelefs Compofition called Abridgement. 
What then muft we expeft from this/pirituous Impoflure ; which 
perfuadcs the credulous Reader that the Soul of Hijiory is here 
difingaged from the unwerldy, lumpifli Carcajfes of Chronick 

• Sec what I fay of HMez above. 
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aad Anna!; where It informs a more convenient BoJy^ tni better 
adapted to the Brifknefs of its Operations? 

IV. A Second knavijb Trick to get off xWx^falfe Ware {and 
the laft of the four general Caufcs which I aflign for the Hif- 
torians Attachment to Prodigies, ^r.) is, when the Writer 
happens not to be enough acquainted wim human Nature, or 
not fufficiently inftrufted in his Story : When he wants either 
Dexterity or Information to unravel the Perplexity of concur- 
rent Caufes, and to difcern the Clew that is to guide him 
through all the oblique and dark Reccfles of the Mind. Th€n, 
when' a ftruggling State receives, like Antau%^ frefti Vigour 
from every Overthrow ; or a fwift Revolution ftrikes the afto- 
ni(hed Nations as a Fire from Heaven ; then, I fay, has he rc- 
coarfe to Prodigies and Portents ; divine Declarations, that 
the Eftablifhment or Ruin of a Polity was fatally accelerated or 
retarded. Thus, with the Licenfe of the ancient Poets, whca 
a Difficulty becomes inexplicaibie, he brings in his Gad to 
conclude gracefully, and folvc Appearance?. 

Now here, the Gaufe being Ignorance of human Nature, and 
in the Subjeft Story, the Modems are properly concerned-, how 
they come to be fo fcandaloufly defeftive as they are, in thcfc 
two fundamental Qualities of a Writer, would be enquired inro. 
It is remarkable, that anciently, the Science of Hiftory was con* 
fined to Republics; while the valt defpotic Monarchies, con- 
temporary with thofc free States, were fo barren of all Writers 
of this Kind, that at this Day the very Names of feveral of them 
had been unknown to us, had not the Republican HiAorians 
let us into fo much of their Affairs as concerned themfelves: 
And indeed, this latter feems to be the juft and natural Abode 
of Civil Hiftory : A Tyranny, not allowing fufficienr Materials 
for the Compofition; or affording only the moft Vile and 
Adulterate ; while it keeps the Springs of Aftion, which only 
can give Life and Vigour to the Relation, concealed in the 
Cabinet. But in free States, every principal Citizen has the 
Truft of the Secret. Tacitus confeffes fomething like this ^ 
and the Rabble of Augujian Writers confirm it. * 

^ In the beginning of his firft Book of Hiftories, \<^liere, obfcrving 
ihat their Hiftorianj had degenerated fincc thtir Lofs of Lii^rty, he 

gives 
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But r^w the Fortune of Hiftory is quite reverfed ; She hat 
<:haoged her Stork, like Nature, and the t>eft modern Perfomr 
ers are all Historiographers Rqtai.: The Inconvenien- 
cies confequeot on this Change, are evidently feen in the French 
Writers, though the moft adroit of all thci|r Rivals ; for being 
afhamcd to have recoqrfe to zfupernatural Lift every time they 
Jiick faft\ they do all they can to procure a real Supply of 
Strength. From hence it is, that thar Nation fp much abounds 
in JnecJotes ^iad private Memoirs; where, ,frequeDtly, to un- 
Teil one (ingle Secret, a Man muft hunt through a whole 
Treatife. 

The other great Dtfc6t of the modern Hiftorians, is their 
Ignorance of human Nature. , ■ ■ *Tis iacredible to conceive 
what Pains the Ancients took to make themfelves Mailers of 
this Knowledge, when once they had formed the grand Defign 
of writing Civil Hiftory. They underwent a Series of more 
than HtrcuUan Labour. The making tbemfelves Matters of 
Languages, Logic, Rhetoric, Morals, Law, and Philofophy, 
were but the firft S.tage of thefe ancient Adventures ; and when 
Years had thoroughly matured the Judgment, and ExperiencCj 
gained by Travel, had difengaged and enlarged the Mind, they 
then applied themfeives to the Study of the beft Models in the 
Art\ till by conftant Reading and Meditation, they had formed 
a folid and fober Syftcm of Civil Policy: And thus qualified, 
they began the arduous Task. 

But the World is grown wifer, and our brave Countrymen 
more expeditious. We have Writers f$r Eternity, that have 
never learnt their Elements : Whofe noble PFeparations of Elo- 
quence and Policy arc a modern News-Paper^ and all their Ma- 
terials of Information, an old Chronicle, To fuch Accomplifll* 
ments no Labour can be untried : And whether it be a Iqft Tear^s 
Annal\ a general Hifiory of England; or the pre/ent State of 

gives this as one Re^fon for lU-^Primum infcitia Reip, ut ali^na, I be- 
lieve he was fo very fenfibte of this Want of fufficient Information, 
tven tnhimfelf, that I take that flaunting Drefsof refined political Spe« 
culation, which he was the Invsntor of, to be only a pompous Cover .of 
real Indigence. 
* S^rtianuiCapitoliiuif, Ua^ 
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aS. Mariiind\ It is undertaken with equal Confidence, wiA 
finifti'd with equal Sacccfs. But the Sallujis and the Liiys 
were not the Spawn of fuch compendious Studies. 

Nm his Juventm orta Pareniibus 

Infecit Mquor fanguine Punico ; 

Pyrrhumque & ingentem cecidit 

jfntiQchum^ Hannibulemque dirum. 
Neither did a Raleigh or a Hyde grow thus cheaply up ta 
Immoriality; the only two, our Nation has yet produced of a 
true hiftoric Genius. The firft excelling in Grandeur and 
Majefty of Thought, equal to the Subjeft he undertook ^ and 
the latter, for his comprehcnfi?e Knowledge of Mankind, wili 
for ever bear the unrivall'd Title of the Chancclkr of human 
Nature *. Almofl all the reft of our Hiflories want Life, Soul, 

Shape, 

• Obfcrvc his great Manner of ending the firft part vf the "Hijhry «/ 
" the World. •* By this which wc have already fct down, is fecn the Begin - 
•< ning and End of the Three firft Monarches of the World } wlicrcof 
•* the Founders and Ere£tors thought that they could never have ended : 
•* That of Rome^ which made the Fourth, was alfo at this Time almnfl 
*^ at the higheft. We have left it flourilhing in thcmiddl^of the Field ; 
*« having rooted up, or cut down, all that kept it from the Eyes and 
** Admiration of the World} but after fome Continnaoce, it fiiaU 
'* begin to lofe the Beauty it bad; the Storms of Ambition fitttU beat 
** her great Boughs and Branches one againft another^ her Leaves (haU 
** fall off, her Limbs wither, and a Rabble of barbarous Nations eater 
«• the Field, and cut her down/' What Strength of Colouring! Wh«t 
Grace, what Noblcnefs of ExprciJion \ With what a Majefty docs he 
•lofe his immortal Labour ! It puts one in Mind of the fo much admirei^ 
Exit of the late famed Italian Singer. 

■ Ir I fliou*ld affirm our own Country Writers have made further Ad- 
vances in the Stmly of human Nature than any other People, it would 
be, perhaps, at the worft, but a partial Truth. A:nd yet our Pbilofo* 
phers, tho* in their proper Province, can by no Means difpute the Poft 
of Pre-eminence with the Hifiorian of tfle Grand R^dlion. Herbert an4 
Mo6deSf two great Names in the Beginning and Middle of the laft Centu^ 
rys both applied themfelves with vaft Labout to this Study, But the' 
f)Tit with al] his Strength, Dexterity, and enterprizing Genius, cou*d 
ne^er get clear of the fpincy Dfefartsof Scholaftic Philofophy. The ot)icr, 
indeed, at once, broke through the entangling D^rknefs, hot dazIcdP 
with the fudden fiffufion of too much Light, in a little Time became 
ftark blind* J^eke went naore cautiouily to work; bur his Time wh 

chiefjT 
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Sbape» and Body : A mere Hodge-podge of abortive Embryos^ 
and rotten CarcafTes, kept in an unnaturall Ferment, (which 
the Vulgar miftake for real Life) by the Rank Liven of Prodi*- 
gies and Portents, Which can't but afford good Diver fion to 
the Critic, while he obfeives how naturally one of their own 
Fables ii here mythologized and explained, Of a Church yard 
Carcafs ratfed andfet ajirutting by the Inflation of fome hellijh 
Succubus within. 

And now 1 am upon the State of Englijh Hiftory, I can't 
forbear obferving another Inftance of the GrofTnefs of our Tafte, 
and the deprcfled Condition of our Genius, difcovcrable in an 
unnatural Fondncfs for any abortive Manufcript, that pretends 
but to relate to Englijh Affairs; it is bought up at a great Ex- 
pence, and reprinted with greater. Stout ^ and Holinjhed, the 
Jeft and Contempt of their learned and witty Contemporaries, 
for their long dull Stories of Shews 2Sii. Sheriffs, are become 
the ferious Amufement of our prefent Virtuofi. Any unin- 
formed fenfeiefs Heap of Rubbifli, under the Name of a Hiftory 
of a Town, Society, College or Province, * have long fincc 

takea 

chiefly taken up in opening and clearing the Portctl to this Study; but ia 
that fo nobly adorned Struflare, he has railed hi in fc If a TriumphMl Arch 
of eternal Duration. Mr. Addijon and Lord Shaftihury now give Laws 
to Polxtcncfs. and their Decrees are the Standard of a fine Tafte. Tht 
former in theje Ref^arckes is fometimcs fu^jcrhcial, but always beautiful 
and fober; the latter is more, profound, but frequently whimfica! and 
monftreus. But it is the great Hyde, and he alone, that in the Know. 

ledge of Mankind is always c'car, deep, eafy and perfect. I make 

no Scruple toconfefs that in the HiJIory of the Grand Rebellion theVe are 
more Otfenccs ayainft the Tiuth of Compofuion than in all the beft Greek 
and Roman HiHorians put together: And think it no Difficulty to prove, 
that in that fmgle Work there are more and far greater ExcelleocieSy 
than in the whole Body of antient Hiftorv-f— Ic is, indeed, the only one 
of Engtl/b Hiftory we can glory in. While the French boaft a great Num- 
ber of confidcrable Writers of iheir own Hiftory : Kut to them we may 
anfwer as the Lionefs in the Fable did to an ignoble Heaft, who fet an 
unreafoaable Value on the Fruiifulnefs of her Womb: T/i truf, I bear 
hit one, and that one is a Lhn 

• I would recommend the Gentlemen of this Tafte to the Edi^of AptXU^ 
given us Wy Boccalini, in his Ragguagli di Farnajo, Cent, pr Raggu. 54 
Um: moft ingenious^ and juAeft Fic^c of Critic on tl^ Manner of writing 

Hiitory 
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taken from us the rery Idea of a genuine Compofition. Every 
'Moakifii Tale, and Lye, and Miracle, and Ballad, are refcued 
from their Duft and Worms, to proclaim the Poverty of our 
Forefathers; whofc Nakcdnefs, it feems, their pious Pofterity 
take great Pleafure to pry into: For of all thofe Writings given 
OS by the Liarned Oxford Antiquary^ there is not one that is 
not a Difgrace to Letters ; moft of them are fo to commoa 
Senfe, and fome even to human Nature. Yet how fee out I 
how trick'd ! how adorned ! how extolled ! 

Non lev tor cippus nung imprmit offii? 

JLaudant convlva. Nunc nbn a manibus illis, 
Nunc non i tumulo, fortunataq; fauiUa^ 
Nafcentur viola? 

Perhaps, my Reader, in his Turn, takes up thcSatirift, 
and going on where I left off, 

-: Rjdes, ait, & nimis unds 

Narilus indulges* 

But who can forbear, when he is told, xhat ihefe Labourt 
now come ffom the Printing Hqufe erefted with the Profits of 
Clarendon's Hiftory, under the Care of the fame Editor 
who has given us a very valuable Edition of Livy*s ? Wonder 
not. Reader, at the View of thefe Extravagancies. The hif- 
toric Mufe, after much vain longing for a vigorous Adorer, is 
uow fallen under that fndifpojition of her Sex, (o well known 
by a deprav'd Appetite for 7rajb and Cinders. 

Thus you fee the conftant Need the Moderns have of the 
Aid and Support of Prodigies. *Tis a Crouch they can't ftir 
pne Step without. The Ancients indeed limped with it, out 
of Wantonnefs^ Conceit, or an Ill'hgbit\ and fometimes, like 
our lazy Beggars, to^«^/ an Alms. But thefe real Objefts of 
Compaflion want Nerves and native Vigour, as being, in Truth, 
Cripples from the very Womb. 

Hiilory that crcr wa» wrote. Amon^ft other Things ApoUo exprelly for- 
bids thofe ridiculous Hiftoriesof obfcurc Towns, vith iheir Mayors and 
Burgomafiers. Di ptu fit to la pena deila perpetua infamia, ejpreffamenu 
trohihiamo ilpoterfiper Vauvenire fcrivere Aift or u parti colari di a it a altuna^ 
JteOa non Jar a mciropQli d* Imperio^ 4i B^gnop di Frmncia grtmdf. 
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I Have ik>w ended thcfirft Part of this Treadfe, whWh 
Hiews the feveral £nds and Motives Hiftorlaos of ail Agies ami 
Nations have had for tbeir Attachment to falfe Miracles and 
Wonder^. 

But tho' I have taken fo little Notice of that commonly af^- 
£gned Canfe, Superftitimy I wou'd not have nay Reader con- 
clude that I dtfcard it from any connderable Share in the Move^ 
cnent of this Machine, On the contrary, I know too well it£ 
Capacity for univerfal Sway, throughout the large Wajies of 
Hittory. It runs thro' every Order of Hiftorians, from the 
vifjonary Midnight Monk^ to the (harp-fighted, exalted StaUf- 
man, long bacineyedinthe Ways of Men. 



A CRITICAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL 

iE N Q U I R Y 

INTO T H ^ 

Caufes of Prodigies and M x R A P i- e s, 
as related by Hiftorians^ 



PART If. 

HITHERTO we have been employed in tradog out th^ 
Caufts of an EviU whofe Malignity was not perceived 
while ihofe lay uadifcovered : But ftiou'd we ftop here, and,; 
amidft fo many Examples of Unfoundnefs and a fick Fancy, not 
produce one perfeft Pattern of a right and healthful Judgment, 
o»r Work wou'd be defeftivc. We have (hewn the great Pror 
penfity of Hiftorians of every Age to for&ke the bright and 

Jightfon?c 
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lightfothc Paths df Nature, for the Pleafurc of wapdcring. 

through the gloomy Regions of Prodigies and Portents. 
" Ihxnt obfcuri fila fub no6leper umbram^ 
" Perq ; domos Ditis vacuas^ &f inania regnal 

The firft that broke this Enchantment, and difperfed the 
fliadftwy Terrors, was the great Hiftorian Sallujiius Crifpus ; 
' whofe Merit will appear the more extraordinary, if we take a 
View of the State of Hiftoryin Rome at the Time he began to 
?dornitwith his Compofitions; nor can I fufpeft that a (hort 
Account of the Rife and Progrefs of it, in that City, will be 
unacceptable to a Reader, who loves the Hiftory of the Arts. 

History, of all the Writings of Humanity, made the flow- 
eft Advances in its Progrefs from Greece to Italy ; and the mod 
hafty Return back again to the Bofom of her antient Matters '. 
JRome had given a Plautus and a Terence^ a Crajfus and Anto- 
niufy long before Hilary had made ihe Promife of a Vifit; and 
had glorioufly oppofed prevailing Barbarity in a Claudian and 
Boetius, long after her very Memory had been loft amongft 
them. And yet notwithftanding the backward Growth of this 
u/r/, it wanted neither Genius nor Materials to quicken its 
Maturity: For we are informed that Scipio Africanus employed 
bis leifure Hours upon Xenophon ; and Marcus Brutus^ evefx 
amidft the bufy Thoughts of Death and Vidlory, gave Atten- 
tion to his Favourite Polybius *. But thofe haughty Mafters 
pf Mankind ftudied the Grecian Writings, not to learn the 
flijlcrian*s Art, but the Heroes ; and valued only how a Battle 

3 The bei{ Accounts we have of the later Emperors, are from the 
Greek Writers. 

♦ Vi%. The Night before the Battle of Pharfalia j every BoHy knows 
he epitomized that Hiftorian. If- Cafauhon tooV. i\\t Abridgment of all 
ibofe Books of Polyiiffs between the ^tb and the i8ch in his Edition, for 
that very Epitome which Brutus left un6nifh-d. This he fpeaks with 
Confidence, in his Dedication to Ifen. IV. of France. His Reafons for 
fo extraordinary a Conjecture he referves, he fays, for another Place j 
ineaning* without doi^bt* the famous Commentary upon this Writer; 
which we find by his Letters he had long laboured in» and had brought to 
great Forwardnefs. It had raifed mighty Expectations in the Republic 
pf Letters; but why it never appeared, is well known to the Learned. 

was 
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vas won^ not how it was defcrihed, ' So L, Luculluf^ who had 
pafs'd hie Youth in the poacefai Employments of the Gown, by 
eonftani Application to thofe great Originals^ hnd fo well qua- 
lified himfelf in all the Funflions of a great General % that 
when fent by the Senate againd Mithridates and Tigranes, the 
Two moft formidable Monarchs of the Earth, he managed the 
long War with fuch Condu<fl and Succefs, as effe<Si:ually to 
break their Power, and give them up an eafy Conqueft to hi« 
Succeffor in Command. While the Care of recording their im- 
mortal Aftions wasleft to the Ponufex Maximus^ part of whofe 
OfGce it was to do this Juftice to them ^. For from the moft 
early Times of the Republic, it had been the Cuflom of that 
holy Magil^rate to m:^ke z yearly Kegijier of the Civil' Tranfac- 
tions. A fimplc unnnimated Narrative, without Ornament or 
Connexion -. for Truth alone was fuppofed to give the utmoft 
Ferfcftion to hiftorical Compofitiops. Thefe, from th^ir Man- 
ner, were called iinnals. And fo great was the Veperation for 
them, that when Tome pf the oiore forward Genius's began to 
enrich their Country with Labours of this kind, the Form and 
Name was ftill preferved; though they faw attend it all the 
Inconveniences of an exceffive Length. To this, the bcft Re- 
medy they applied, was a ctjrt concife Expreffion. Aud fo. 
Brevity^ the moft attraftive Grace of Hijlory^ was cafually 
added to it; not as itfelf a Beauty^ hut only as the- decent 
Cover of a Deformity, Thus far wa> Hijiary brought on Its 
Way by ' P'lSior^ Catg and Pifo *. The next of Confequence 
that took it up, was ' Ccelius Antipater, * and he ado. ned the 
naked Thoughts, with Ornaments of Sublimity apd Majjsfly; 
but wanting the Arts of Politcnefs, he cou*d only defign Nobly, 
and left the Delicacies of Colouring to more advanced Mafters. 
On this Account the Ancients efteemed him the Fore-runner of 
SallUoT, as Cato was of Tully, and Ennttis of FirgiL But 
his greateft H^mo'ir ariles from the Pains the divine Bft4tus 
beftowed in abridging him *. And now Hijlory, bating the 

* Plutarch in Lucul, ^ 'fully lihro feeundo de OratQre» 

7 t/ C 480, to 550. • IdeminBruto. > 620. 

' Idem primo de ityihts ; f^runao de OratoTe\ C5* in Bruto, 

> Idem ad Attic lib. 13. E^. %. . 
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Rubs It met with in ' Clodius and Jfellioy * who iaftead of 
riflng on the lafl noble Plan, fell back again into the infi|nd 
Languor of their Nervelefs Forefathers ; excepting thefe, I fay, 
Hijiory made conftant Advances. And foon after ' ^. Catullus^ 
* who was Collegue to Marius in his fourth Confulate, added 
fomevvhat of Purity and Politenefs to what Antipater had only 
given Strength and Vigour. Then Hortenftus^ Atticus^ and 
Farro, the Three great Luminaries of the Seventh Age, all 
tried their Talents this Way ; and yet left Hiftory fo far ftiort 
of Perfeftion, that their common Friend Cicero ingenuoufly 
confefles, Abejt Hiftoria Utteris nojlris-^^anquam alius, alio^ 
splus habet viriumj tamen quid tarn exile quam ijli omnes. ^ In 
this Condition was the Roman Anna!, when Sallust arofe 
to give it the laft Finiftxings of Art and Genius. And tho' Tully, 
Cafar, and Luccejus, his Contemporaries, were perhaps all able 
to contend the Glory with him ; yet are they now difqualified 
to come into Competition. Of the two Firft, the one did no 
more than give good Rules ; and the other only furniftied Ma- 
terials, (excellent as they are) foe Hiftory : And of the Thirds 
the Ravages of Time and Ignorance have left us nothing but 
the Name : So that in every Senfe it may be faid, 

" Crifpus Romana primus in Htjloria'* 
He was in full Vigour at his firft fetting oiit; and like another 
Hercules fubdued Monjlers ( /* e. Prodigies) in his Cradle; * 

I as 

' 63d. 4 tdemptimo de Ugihus. < Idem in Brufo. 

• 650. ^ Df legibus, Uh. I. 

« That this Hiftory was his firft Effay in the kind, I think, may be 
pretty clearly proved. SaUuft was born U. C. 668.-*.Expellcd the Se- 
nate, 703.— Reftored by Cafar, 706.- — Second Retirement on C<gfar'$ 
Death, 709. - Died 716.-— So that he was 33 Years of Age when 
expelled — His firft Retreat wa««f 3 Ycars.-*^fti8 fccond of 7» and lie 
died at 48. Now he tells us, his Retirement put him firft upon writing 
Hiftory. And nothing is more certain than that the Catiliw and Jugur- 
4kine Wars were the Produa of his firft Retreat j the whole Tcnour of 
thofe two Hiftorics won't permit us to doubt it. All that can be made 
a Queftion is, which of thefe two was wrote firft ? I conceive the Ca$i- 
//»/, for the following Rcafons. i. The Latenefs of the Attempt, and 
the Simplicity of the Subjca, miide it the fitwilfor Aa Author's firft 

Effa^. 
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«s rtic Stoiy of tlic Catiline Confpiracy may teftify. And k 
M)ler Proof of confummare Skill was never girea. 

HERte 

Effay. %, He fcems here to write as Tacitus fays, Kecentiius ediis, hie 
C'holcris notyetfubfidcd ; Ws like C laud ian'sSeZf impacata quUs, 3. la 
his Introduftion to the Catiliki War, he declares he was but juft entered 1 
Into tJtis new Way of Life, and after what Manner he intended to pro- 
ceed, in wrattng of tlie Roman Affairs; and in the lQtrodu6tion to the 
yugurihitifj he fpeaks like one thoroughly engaged in a Conrlb of Life ; 
and complains of Dctradors that fet light by his Labours. 4- Nothing 
*but a traditional Belief of what I contend foir, cou'dharc produced fuch 
lin >\greerfient in the Manirfcript?, ^nd prtnted Sodks of this Author, 
to place the BeU. Cat. alwiys firft, when the Bell* Jugwr, \^as ended 4t 
Years before Ac other broke out. 

From thefe Proofs may be deduced a Corallaxy or Tw6 worth obferr- 
ing. 

The firft is a Vindication of the Proem to thc'CafiSnf War, from the 
'Ccnfure of the whtxhs Tribe of Critics, frdm ^uhWtVn to 'his lift "Editdrj 
It is condemcfed, firft for having no Relation to the HilWy, and fecondly, 
forl)eing, out of'all Proportion^ too long for k. 

As to the firft, if this Fliftory wsis, as I thbk itcftn't be d^n'ietl, the 
firft Froits of his Retirement, nothing cou'd be more natural, nor even 
neceftkry, than an Apology for his Con(3u^, and new efpoufed Refolu- 
tion ; and as fuch this Introdu£!ion muft be atlov^ecTtobe a compleatone. 
As for the Length, we are to confider^Sb/A^*^ Manner -of Writing Hi f- 
tory J and this was, he tells us,— /?« g^fla^ Populi Komani CARPTIM, ut 
qttdqi meworia digna v'tdtbantur perjcr^ere. To cull out 't*he nobleft 
Portions of the Rom^w^ Story, viihtCatrHne^ J^tJaguMine, the-CimBrjan 
War, and fet thefe Jewels in a Coronet to adorn the Cenius of immortal 
Rome. So that this Proem is to be efteemed an Introduction to the whole 
Colle£Hon, rather thsm to the fiiigle Hiftory of ^the CatiBne ConJ^iracj^^ 
And in this extended VievV, we fee itlKlmirably corrtfpond to the Big- 
sity and Compafs-of his Undertaking. 

The other Corollary is a Dete£^ion of a vulgar Error, hidierto unquef- 
*t]dndd. We hinted in the former Part of this Difcourfe, that it w*t 
tiie Cufldm for the ancient Hrftorians to travel for th«rt>ugh Information. 
80 Folyhius crofied i\m'*Alp5 to view the Rout of Hannibal in his faroeui 
March to Roiite. From fuch Stories »s thefe, I fuppofie. tofe the Report 
thtti^a&r^'took a Voyage xnto Africa, tlie better to defcribethe Marchiik, 
Counter- marches, and-Encampmtntsof M»rwand7ia;^rMtf. I'confidfs, 
I'aliways ftifpe£ted this fine Tale^ for Reafons by-and-byt and tracing 
up the Author, I'foufhd tt to he the famous Petrarch^ a Writer hikt of 
'the »4th Century, who ^produces'no Authority for it. The later 'Critici 
take hrs Word -for it> and fpeak of it withom the Idift Hefitaeion. This 

per- 
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Here w9S a Crifis of fach Importance as allowed fuU Scope 
for Miracle and Prodigy. Here, a Ibman might bare been, 
veil excos'd for believing all Heaven (bou'd fympathize witl^ 
falling R»Me\ even though the Sacnd College , the Senator 
Ht)ufe^ and the Forum, had not concurred, as they did, to 
dierilh the Difpofition. 

Now, IV hat a fine Opportunity was here of introducing hi^ 
Story, In ail the Blaze and Terror of anxious and difordered 
N;itare f With what a Sublime might that Flafli of Lightning 
have been brought in, to grace the approaciiing Rnin, which, 
in the Consulate of Cotta and Torquatus ftruck ofF the Spires of 
the Capitdy ovserchrew the Images of the Gods and Heroei, 
melted down the brazen Tablets of the Laws, and the gilded 
Statue of the Founder of their City ; cfpecially when the whole 
Coll^ of the Harufpices had agreed, that it fhould fignify the 
Ravages of Fire and Sword in a Civil and Domeflic War \ Then 
after the Confpiracy broke oat. Did not the Gods partake, as 
it were, in the Aftoniflunent ? lUaminations were fcen every 
Night in the Weft \ the Earth trembled, and Heaven appeared 
on Fire. 

perFe£^1y confirmed my SuCpidon which I had entertained for the follow"* 
Bug Reafon i By what has been faid above it appears that the two Hiiloriet 

now remaining were the Produ£l of his firil Retirement pf 3 Years. I 
a(k then. Whether it can be fuppofed, that when you have fubftraf^ed 
the neccflaryTime forcompofinghis Mind after his Expulfion, and thac 
for coIle£Hng brs Materials, the Remainder be fufficient for Twofuch 
Hidories, and a Voyage into Africa? If Fstrarch in reality had this Story 
.iT6m any older Author, the Miftake (for fuch I doa't doubt it was) 
might have been occafioned by Sailtift*s being afterwards in Jfrica in a 
J'ublic £mployment under C^/ar the Ufurper. But leather believe it 

to be an Italian Inventioi^: For tho£e Writers, who, indeed, aSk6k a 
^greater Knowledge of Aatiquity than the Tramontanes^ don't flick at fuch 
Trifles. What, for Example, fo common as that Story of John Chryfo- 
^Ws delighting in the Study of Ariftophant5% and yet Mr. Ment^e in 

the Preface to the fecond Part of his Ohjervations fur la Langue Francois^ 

tells us. That the mo(V ancient Author of it is Aldus Manucius, in his 
. Dedication of the Greek Comique to Daniel Clarius, Indeed, the Impro- 

bability of the Thing made Mr. Lr Fevre fufpcft it befouc. 

1% Thvs 
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• Thus has Tully dcfcribcd this Scene of Wonders^ id all the 
Pomp of Vanity and Eloquence '. 

; But fee our Author : Inftead of taking Advantage of all this 
Havock in the Capital^ he introduces his Story with a cool Phi- 
lofophkal Lefturc on the Dignity of Human Nature. The 
Interpretation of the Harufpices is only taken Notice of as it was 
Evidence againll Lentulus ; and all the reft is phlegmatickly paf- 
fed over with. a ** Simul, id quod in tali re folet^ alii portenta 
*' atq\ prodigia nuntiabant; " as only the Mormos and Bug- 
bears of a frighted Rabble. 

No, he needed none of thefc Expedients ; he cou'd do his 
Work without them : For having fo exquifitely painted the De- 
generacy of Virtuous Romcy in a luxurious and oppreffivc No' 
blefs\ in a poor and debauched People; in a Catiline and his 
lewd Companions, encouraged by a Lethargic Senate, the far 
Abfence of the Arms of the State, and the inviting Example of 
late fuccefsful Attempts againftit; we fee the furprizing Story 
reconciled at once to Faith and Probability. 

But this is no more than we might expeft from our Au- 
thor's Charafter and Accomplifliments; he had a Noblenefs of 
Mind that made him incapable of impoflng on his Reader; 
and an extent of Judgment that woii'd noc fufFcr a Cheat to 
pafs upon itfelf. Thus was he, by the Happinefs of a natural 
Genius, fecure from the Irregularities mentioned in the Three 
firft general Caufes, I above affigned of this Evil. That his 
profound SHU in his ProfeJJion fet him above the Reach of the 
Fourth and Laft, I fhall now endeavour to prove at large ; My 
Reader may, perhaps, remember that this fourth Caufc was 
Ignorance ef human 'Nature, and of human Anions, in which 
the Hiftorian is both the Bubble^ and the Cheat; in the firft 
Cafe he is apt to deceive himfelf; in the fecond» his Reader; 
and in both, to have Recourfe to one common Expedient; for 
be affured, you hear an Oracle in the following Sentence, 
Placet, Humanitatis Expertes, Habere Divinita- 

TIS At^CTORES *. 

I. The In/lance I am about to gjvc of Sallu/i*s Knowledge of 
human Nature, is no incon/iderable one; you will find in it 
9 Orat. ter. in Ceif/Hnanh'^^ de Divin. lib. i . » I'ulfy de Dhin. I. t. 

ibme things 
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fomething fuperior to the niccft DifTeftion of complicated Paf- 
fions, * or even the more comprehenfive Skill of analyzing 
the Conftitution of a colleftive Body or People. So that if we 
trace Notions and Opinions thro' the largeft Periods of Time, 
we may, I hope, after this Notice be well excufed. 

The Vtciffitudes of humane Grandeur, the Tranflations and 
Revolutions of States and Empires, the perpetual Flu^uations 
of Powers and Dignities, arc a Phenomenon that caught, the 
earlieft Obfervation of Mankind, Experience of what pafTed 
under their own Eyes, in a Life moderately extended, whhout 
regarding general Hi/lory^ which is nothing but a ceafelefs 
Round of Advancement and Abafement, was fufficicDt to per- 
fuade them of fofne ftrange AffeSiion in the Univerfe, that 
feem'd to oppofe Stability, and human Prudence. Thefe Sor- 
mifes, favouring our natural Difpofition, for the Wonderful 
fooQ grew up into an eftabliOied Opinion, that all this Confu- 
iion and Turmoil was caufed by a certain Deity, who envied 
the Profperity of Mankind ; who, for his Paftime, fcatt^'d 
Empires, over-turned Thrones, and kick'd Crowns and Scep- 
ters fropi one Side of the Globe to the other ; while Conftancyr 
Duration, and a pure unmixed Felicity, were the hated Obje£b 
of his Refentmeat. To this Deitf they gave the feveral Names 
of NemeftSt Fortune ^ the Evil Genius, or Demon, Herodotus^ 
who is always at Hand to fupply us with Examples of an induf- 
trioufly propagated Error ^, is the firft and moft exprefs Re- 
porter of this Orange Opinion, * iu a Letter from Amajii King 
of Egypt y to Poly crates Tyrant of Samos^ infer ted in his Hiftory, 
this latter is congratulated with, on his good Fortune; but 
withal told, that his unmixed Profperity made him very obnox* 
ious to the Refentment of the envious Deity ; and therefore to 
avoid a total Dedruflion, he was advifed to fubmit to fome vo< 
luntary Misfortune. But Herodotus went fo far into this imp], 
ous Opinion, as to infinuate, in Th;:ee or Four feveral Places, 
that aU the Gods were of an envious Nature; for which P/«- 
/tfrr*, juftly accufes him of Malignity 5. Plutarch^ who, oot- 

• Sec the latter Part of this Head. 

^ See the third Head of the fores^oing Chapter 

I 3 with« 
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vithAandiD^, has twice ^ avowed the Notion of an envious Di^ 
nun. To this we muft impute the CoQcera which IJidoret an 
ancient Father^ tells us, was obferved ia the Behaviour of the 
famous Epaminondas, after a long Train of high and uninter- 
rupted Succeifes ; as likewifc the fantaftic Annual Mumping of 
Auguftm Gafarj when Mafter of the World ^. A Subjeft fo 
fruitful of tragical Exclamations, cou'd not efcape the Poets i 
Accordingly you may fee it touched upon by Virgil in the fol- 
lowing Lines : 

Vos quoque Pergameajamfas eji parcere gently 
Dique Deaq ; omnes qui bus Obstitit Iliumt i^ ingsns 
Gloria Dardania, * 
Nay what is indeed furprifing, even the Atomift Lucretius^ 
whofe cold Philofophy had formally excluded ail Intendency of 
tijuperior Mind, ftruck with the perpetual (hifting Profpeft of 
human Dignities, betrays his Caufe, and breaks out into this 
^nexpefted Confeffion, > 

Ufque adeo res humanas Vis Abdita Qu^dam 
Obterit, ^ pukhroi Fafceisfisvafquiftcuris. * 
But to go through with Quotations of this Kind, wcniM be to 
tranfcribe from every Writer of Antiquity; in all of which you 
may difcover frequent Traces of this Opinion. This only let 
me obierve In general, that where you find a Writer confemp la* 
ting on his own Felicity, and immediately correfling himfelf 
with a venia Jit di^o, an impune dixiffe liceatj or fome fuch 
humiliation, there the Terrors of this malicious Deity j yott 
may l^lieve, gave his Confcience a cruel Twitch. 

Thus deeply rooted was the Opinion^ when Phih/ophf 
fuffer'd that grand Revolution " under the Chriftian Syftem, 

• In vita MmiHf* t Suetonius in vita Aug* Cafaris» 
^' Mn. /. 6, 9 Lib. S' , 

• Araongft the Changes in Manners, confcqucnt on thiis Revolution, 
there is one that more forcibly attra£^8 the Moralifts ObfcrTacion ; 
which, becaufe its unaccountable Appearances receive Light only froik 
the prefent Subjc6i, we (hall adventure here to mention. AriJiotU^ in 
that Pare of his Rhetorics, where he treats of Chara^ers, remarks thUt 
the Men he calls ('oli^n; or th^ fortunate^ amidft ieveral bad Qualities, 
had oDe that made amends for all, cfacy being generally ^oJ^m^ iff^rs 

of 
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Op th« IntrodiiAloa of whkh fo great Accefli^os were oi^c, 
to the £mpire of Truth. Of which, this was oot the leaft 
Part| t))a( tiii Ofjmpn lo(l all its Credit ; fpr 9P<)^ir|^g juft 
Ideas (^ the Deity x)^ monftrous Error prefeotly vanift^d. 

of God, And that Misfortunes made all the Athcifts, even amongft th^ 
Philofophcrs, in the Pagan World, will be allowed by the Knowing in 
Antiquity X wittiefs the Extravagance of the famous Diagora%; Now 
liothing is more certain than that the Cafe, generally fpeal^ing, \& the 
direft ReverOe in Chriftfndem, An undiliuibed A^uence is at prefent 
the rankeft Soil of Impiety j and Affliction the hopefulleft Seafon for 
calling in the Seeds of Religion, This Riddle can only be explained by 
what is obferved above of the prevailing Notion of an envious Deity, 
and the Overthrow, of it by .Chridianity. While that Opinion was held 
orthodox, who fo apt to cheriih it, as the M^n in Adver&ty ? The i// 
Frinci^f was foon believed the prev^tiHpg one. And the Tranfition from 
. » had Deity\ to none at all, was very eafy ; efpccially with Men fo apt 
to call the Adminiftration of Providence to account, on every crofi 
Look in the Moral World. A Pick- pocket cau*d not efcapc by a refo* 
hite Denial, but the Sufferer Was prefeptly at hts 

'■ Judis 

jHfpitfT haCf nee Idhra ^w«, cum mitcre vocem 

J)ebueras, vel marmoreusy vel aisneusf aut cur 

fn Carhone tuo cfiarta pia turafoluia 

Fonimus.-^' " 
But the Man at eafe in his Condition, with a Temper fmooth Md un- 
f uiBed^ wou'd naturally be on the excuBng Side. He wou'd ftill be in- 
jrenting fon^cthing, like EiipIiaZy the T^itn^^U in Joht right or wiong to 
foften untoward Appjcarances, and ftiive to perfuade himfelf that ever^ 
Thing in the main was right, and pretty much as it (hould be: Beiide^i, 
his Inter&ft was concerned that Things (hou'd go on as they had done ; 
his Price was fl;itter'd in believing they had proceeded with the utmofi 
.Wi^orO}^ and his Gratitude engaged to love and venerate his Benefa£lor } 
hut now we are altogether in another Management. Chriftianity, as we 
fay above, has given us jufler Notions of the Deity] and alTured u% 
that Misfortunes are the kind and tender Corfe6lions of a Father to 
wean 11(6 from PalTions inconfiftent with our ProfciRon, and to exeix4U 
7iA i^ the Practice of the moft, heroic Virtues. Again, our Religion $n« 
joins a Behaviour to Men in Profperity> fo pppofite to their carnal Ap- 
petites and PafBons, that it is no Wonder that tbe Thoughtlefs and Cor- 
rupt amongft the Rich ihoti'd flruggle to withdraw themfelves from 
jthofe Obligations* which, in their debauched Senfe of Things, wou'd 
debarr them pf Pleafures which (ipth Wealth and Nature d^figned foB 
them. This, 1 prefume, may tolerably account for thefe different Cha* 
ra^lprs.pf th^? World in tbc(e tWQ diiUnt Periods. 

1 4 BvT 
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But the Defeat of a falfe Hypothecs, was Wt a rmall'Parl 
of our Advantages ; we were greatly affifted in erefting the 
true, by unfolding that grand Myftery of the Corruption of 
our Nature; which, if foberly attended to, would have led 
to the Difcovery, ^hat Humamty is the only Caufe of human Vicif- 
JItudes. 

Let us fee then what Advances fomc Chriftian Philofophers 
have made under this holy Difcipline. Why, true to that Love 
of Fatjhood^ fo particularly explained in the firll Part of this 
Difcourfe, inftead of embracing Truth that now came open and 
unveiled to meet them, they fell back into a more enormous 
Error, than that they had been forced to forfake. 

They picked up, out of the Dotages of Aftrology, an Opi- 
nion that all fublunary Affairs were at the Mercy of the various 
Conjunftions and Revolutions of the Stars and Planets; and 
according tp their benign or malignant Afpefis, States and civil 
Dignities, Religions and general Opinions, were propagated or 
overthrown. This Notion fpread greatly at the Reftoration of 
Learning in the TFeJi\ and was much befriended by the ableft 
Philofophers and Phyficians of that Time ; but fince, it has 
been very much on the Decline, and has itfelf felt the Rage of 
fpme of ihofe adverfe Conflellations. The lad Man of Confe^ 
quence befotted with it was Mn Bayle, if we credit the Author 
De la vie ^ les fentimens de Lucilio Fanlni *. Thus we fee it 
\vas a Demon that pofTeflTed Men on this Subjeft, before Phrif. 
tianity; but difappearing at the Dawn of that new Light, and 
the Mind new fwept andgamijhed^ like the Man's in the Para- 
ble, foon admitted /^z;tf« othfr Spirits^ more wicked than th^ 
former y and its laft State ijjas worfe than thefirji '. 

But to return to the Age of Salluft^ in which the demoniac 
Hypothefis was generally received and acknowledged. This did 
not fatisfy our Hiftorian ; He fufpefted they made a Myftery 
where there was none; that they rambled abroad for what was 
only ^o be found within : And therefore he refufed to acquiefce 
in the general Determination; but wo^y examine the Caufc 
anew. And furely the good Hiftorian is the fitteft for an En- 

• Fag. 1 74., 9 The Seven Planets. f Mat. x\u 43, 
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qoiry of this Kind. The Phihfipher and he both profcfs to 
invcftigate human Nature, but which ufes the moft probable 
Means of Succefs, may be eafily underftood by reflefting on 
their different Attachments. The Hiftorian, having no efpou- 
fed Hypothefis, or Party Opinions to biafs him, forms his 
Judgment of Nature only from the fimple Contemplation of 
her Aftions; follows where-ever (he leads; and is bounded 
only within the Limits of her Operations: While the Philofo- 
pher bufies himfelf in accommodating all her Appearances to 
the Principles of a School of which he was fworn himfelf a ' 
Senator \ and can confider her in no other, nor different Capa- 
city, than what his Mailer has afligned to her. In (hort, the 
Hiftorian has here the very fame Advantages over the moral 
Philofopher, that the Experimental Naturaliji has over the 
Arijiotelian^ in Phyjic. And our Author's Succefs fully proves 
it; for he foon found the current Philofophyon this Head, 
groundlefs, and far befide the Mark ; which the Ignorance of 
our Domeftick State fet a Rambling after Foreign Caufes, 
while both the Evil and the Remedy were in our own Hands; 
So that he fcruples not to affirm. " That in this fantaftic 
" Farce of Life, in which the Scene is ever changing and in- 
** conflant, the whole Machinery \% oi human T>nt€i\on \ and 
^* the Mind the only Cboragus of the Entertainment; that the 
" Abufe of the rational Faculty leads up this , Confufion more 
•* irremediable than Bays's Dance \ and that a Reform in it, 
^* to a conftant regular Tenour, wouM reduce every Thing 
?* again into a fteady Pofture of Harmony and Order. That to 
•* fay the Mind is the Slave of Chance or Deftiny is falfe ; that 
'* (he herfelf is thefole Direftor andDifpoferof human Affairs; 
f' and that to draw in a fuperior Agent to bear the Blame, is 
" only a Cover for our Levities, our Vices, or our Ignorance. 
^* That Virtue in public Concerns, is omnipotent, and that 
** Vice is the evil Genius^ or Demon, that throws the World 
f * off the Hinges ^" This is one of thofe Difcpveries (taking 

along 

> Sjiodfi regufh afque imperatorum anicpi virtus in pace ita ttt in helh 
Valeretj aquabilius atque conftantius feff res humans haberent Nfqueali^ 
^d alio/erri, nequc mutari at mifceri omnia cerneres,'-''*^Ita imperium 

Jemper 
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i^png with it tfee Circunjftances of Tip^ and Prejadic* when 
our Author made it) that none but the ipoft coofumnaate Ge^ 
^iqs cou'd hit upon ; and yet when divulged, every Mj|n tjiiats 
himfelf equal to ; but I chofe this Ii^f^auc^ of our Author*^ 
Knowledge of Nature, not fo much for its Greatnefs, as fpr it) 
Appofitenefs to our Subjeft. For my judicious Rej^dcr will 
obferve, that this Opinion of ^n Envious Deity was aii in^KT 
haijftible Refer voir of Prodigies and Portents. Wa§ an un- 
)veildy Empire tottering i^to Ruins ! the evil Genius lay hard 
upon ir. Did a debauch'd People fell thgeir J-iberty for ^' 
Song ? The Envious Deity made the Bargain. Wa^s an info- 
lent over-grown Minijier kicked back tp.his original Duaghill I 
O the malicious Demon ! and all this, by aQ 0{»inipOy that 
pot only pleafed the Mob, but fatisfied the Phiiofopber, 

Afteb. this, and fuch other loftances of our Authpr's pro? 
found Knowledge of our Nature» that might be given, one 
wou'd wonder to fee a Writer of fo great Reputation, ^s is 
Mr. de St, Evremond, fearching for fomething extraordinary 
in this Way, in that celebrated Stricture in tbe Charafler of 
patiline, alieni appetens^fuiprofi^us. " Here, (ftys that Critip) 
^* is difcovered a Contrariety in human Nature, thi^t efc^pes 
•* the ordinary Rank of Hiftorians. Had Plutarch defcribed 
** Catiline, he had either drawn him covetous or profufe; 
** that alieni ippetens, fui profufus^ was above his ^each ; he 
*• could never haye reconciled thofe Contrarietiea which Sallufi 
has fo well explained ^.'' But after all where'^ the Uneonj* 
inonnefs or (eemvng Contradi^ion in this Chara^er, that it 

fmper ad optimum q^^mq] a minfis bono transfortttr. lutfod. in l:>«ll. Cat, 

Falfo queritur de oatura fua, genus humanum, quod imhecilla Forte 

fotius quam virtutc regaiur. Dux atq\ imperator. vita mortalium animus 
eji : qui ubp ad ghriam virtutis via grqffatur ahunde poikns potanfque'-^ 
neque fortuna egit-^u^i per focordiam vires, tempus, iugenium dejiuieere, 
natara infirmitas accujaiur* ^^odfi hominibus bonarum rerum (anUa cura 
efjfet quanta ftudio aliena, Ckc mhil profytura, multumque etiam periculofa 
petunt i neqi regerentur magis quam regerent cafus — animus — rector 
kumavi generis, agit atque habet cun^a, neque ipfi habetur. ^ Intr* in* 
Bell. Jug. 

* Fid, Oeuvres melees. Tom, t. Judgment fur Seneque^ flutarque ^ 
Fetrone^ 

fliould 
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flioold efcape the Notice of all but refined Thinkers, or be 
referved for their Explanation ? A plain Moralift wouM teii 
you the Thing could fcarce be otherwife. A lafting Prodfg(fr^ 
Uty muft have proportioned Supplies. To keep in Motion- the 
Machine of Luxury^ the Wheels that work inward mud have 
as conftant and ftrong a Courfe, as thofe, whofe Turn and 
Efficacy are outwardly direfled. Which may be well enough 
cpmpared to one of thofe horrid Eruptions in the Northera 
Seas, which Voyagers tell us is perpetually difgorging it$ En- 
trails, and is always attended at a fmall Di Aancc, by a fatal 
V9rtix that with equal Celerity fwallows down every thing 
within its Reach, But Balluji^ confummate Mafter, under* 
fiood the Paffions at another Rate. He is fo far from think- 
ing this a Rarity of Temper, that required an uncommoa 
Reach to explain, that a few Paragraphs after, he makes it 
ihc general Charafter of the whole Roman Nobility ^ Sua pqrvi 
fendert^ aliena cuperc> Indeed had the Charafter been inverted 
to that of Galba's in Tacitus^ ^ Pecunia alia NON appetens^ 
Jita parcuSy St. Evremond wou'd have had Reafon. And we 
might have admired in it an Uncommonefs, not a little fur* 
prifing. 

But this Frenchman^ Manner of criticifing, puts me in 
Mind of a very jutt Remark of one of his Countrymen ^ as I 
found it in Baillet's firft Vol. of the Jugemem de Scavans^ 
which I here iranflate. *« The Critics on other Men's Wri- 
<* tings may be divided into two different Clafles : The one 
" apply themfelves to Things only, the other to the Manner; 
<* and fo arc both fubjeft to contrary Defefts, Tbe firft at* 
^* tain a thorough Knowledge of Things, but have a very 
'* grofs Tafte of the Manner; the other indeed judge with 
<' Refinement and Delicacy of the Manner, but have a very 
<* fuperficial Difcernment of Things. The former Defeft is 
*^ common to Writers in Retirement, and the latter to thofe 
" who live in tbe World, as being more concerned to pleafe 
** than inftruft/' My intelligent Reader will cafily fee to 
which Clafs St. Evremond belongs. 

iLib. I. mfia-. 

• M. Nicolff de f Education di$ Prince, prim* par. 

But 
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BvT to proceed — ^— 

II. We come now to the Inftance I promifed to give of oar 
Author's Knowledge of FdSis\ the other grand Security againft 
fupernatural Relations. In this is fcen the Perfeftion of Hif 
tone Art ; which confifts as well in the Method of telling, as 
in the Knowledge of what is fit and neceflary to be told. The 
true Secret of this Skill Salluji difcovers in the following Paf- 
fage of his Introduftion to the 'Catiline Confpiracy ^. Imprimis 
Arduum videtur res gejias fcr there : primum, quod fa^is diSfa 
funt exaquanda : dehinc, quia plerique, qua deliSfa reprehende- 
ris malevolentia isf invidia di£ia putmt : ubi de magna virtute 
at que gloria bonorum memores^ qut^^Jibi quifque faciliafa^u put at, 
aquo animo accipit: fuprn eOy velutifiSfa pro falfts ducit. Here 
he gives two Reafons for the Difficulty of writing Hiftory; 
the firft relates to the Manner of tellings and is not immediately 
to our Subjeft : But as it is a fine Inftance of our Author's 
Skilly and contains a Precept not well underftood, I (hall ad- 
venture in a few Words to explain it. 

We are to underftand thep by the DiSiion^s equalling the . 
Story, not only that in general, Hiftory requires a peculiar Ma- 
jefty and Gravity of Stile, fuitable to the Relation of • public 
Tranfaftions; but likewife that to each different Part of Hif- 
tory there is a proportioned Language adapted. So the Rife 
and firft Progrefs of an Infant State (bou*d be defcribed ia 
Language as fimple and unadorned, as are its Manners; while 
the large Acceffions of Arts and Empire muft be painted in all 
the Elegance and Sublimity that accompanies thole flouri(hing 
Periods. Again, the Confuitations of the Cabinet, the Amend- 
ment of Laws, the Security of Traffick would be explained 
with the utmoft Weight and Gravity; while in the Motions 
of Armies, the Infurreftions of Provinces, and the Torrent of 

9 I take it to be a Matter of the greateft Difficulty to write Hiftory. 
Firft, bccaufc the Stile is to equal the Subjeft j and fecondly Ijccaufe it 
happens for the moft Part, that when you condemn criminal A6lionSy 
you are fufpe£^ed of Malevolence and Ill-will ; and when you celebrate 
a great and virtuous Char36ler, fo much of it as your Reader thinks 
within his own Sphere, may pafs, but down goes all the reft for Hyper- 
)>ole and Fable. 

Invafioos^i 
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Invafiohs, the Stile muft be reverfed^ and the (harper End 
applied to provoke and animate the Narration v/ith all the 
Pomp, Vivacity, and Fire, neceffary to bring up the fwelling 
Scene before the Eyes of the Reader. But amidft all this Va- 
riety of Stile, there is an Unity ftill tobe prcferved. The 
hiAoric Stile for all that, has its proper Genius and peculiar 
Charader; and when a Critic can eafily difcover this, in the 
Ground-work, through all the various and difiin6l Species, 
which we above mentioned, then it is that the Stile has ac* 
tained PerfefHon. For inftance we have obfcrved thatHiftory, 
as the Subjeft differs, requires a Stile more or lefs Figurative; 
this makes the Variety ; but then there is in general a ceruin 
appropriated Temperature in the Figures, which muft always 
reign throughout the Hiftoric Didion, and this makes its Note 
or Charader of Unity. So much by the Bye, id Explaoatioo 
of the firft Reafon. 

The fecond Reafon* concerns th4 Matter of the Story, and 
confequently is the Subjeft of our Enquiry, concerning our 
Author's true Knowledge of Fa^s. But, unhappily for the 
Critics, it is not cafy to get at the true Senfe of it. Yon 
foall hear what J. Gellius, the moft renowned of the ancient 
Grammarians, who has wrote a profefled Critic on it, thinks 
of the M.tter. And the rather, bccaufe the Differtation is, 
for ought I know, the Sum of every thing yet advanced in 
Explanation and Defence of it. No^es Attica^ 1. 4. c. 15. 
** Elegantia oratiouis Salluftii verborumque facundia & novaa- 
** di fludium cum multa prorfas invidiafuit: multique oon 
*' mcdiocri ingenio viri conati funt reprehendere pleraque & 
^* obtreftare. In quibus plura infcite aut maligne vellicant: 
**• nonnulla tamen videri pofTunt non indigna reprehenfipoe. 
** Quale illud in Caiilinae hiftoria repertumeft; quod habeat 
" earn fpecicm, quafi parum attente diftum. Verba Saluftii 
** baec funt." Ac mihi quidem, tametji haudquaquam par gh^ 
ria fequatur fcriptorem £ff aucforem rerum, tamen ; imprimis 
ARDUUM videtur res gejias fcribere. Primum, quod faSlu 
diSiis exaquanda funt : dein, quidplerique^ qua deli^a reprehen^ 
deris malivolentia & invidia di5la putant, Ubi de magna vir^ 
iute atque gloria bonorum memares \ quaftbi quifquefaciliafa£lit. 

putat^ 
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puiety €tp^b anima accipit : fupri /veluti filfa pro' faljis ducit*, 
^' Prc^ofuity inquiuDty dtftorum caufas^ quamobi^m videa- 
*^ torefle Arduum res geftai fcribere: atque ttu non primtiixi 
^ caafgrny fed querelas dictt. Nob enim caufa Tideri debet^ 
** car biftoris 0|»i!s Alrdaiifn fit, quod ii, qui legnat, auc 
*^ ioiqiae ioterprecantur qisse fcripta funt, aut vera tffz noa 
^ creduot. Oimox^iam quippe & obj^Sam &lfis exifiimati- 
*^ o»ibus ea&i rem dicendam niagis aiuot quam Arduam. 
•* Qok, quod Arduum cfl, fai opens difficultate, eft Ar- 
** DtfuM, non opinionis dienae €rroribus« Hsc illi tnaiivoti 
*^ ivprehenfores dicvmt. Sed^ <Ardiiiim, Saliuftius aon pro 
** lijgScili tantinn; fed pro eo quoqise ponit, qaod Graedi 
^* ATSXEPE'S aut XAAEIIO^N appellant : quod eft turn 
^ diflidle, twn moteftam qooque & iocommodam & lAnreS:- 
** ainle. Qooram vcrborum fignificatio a fententia Salloftii 
•* Ripra fcripta non abhorret." Hear him in Engli/h. — — ** la 
^* this Place, (fay the Cefifarcrs) Sallttft propofes to fpcak 
♦* of the Coi^s that^aake writiqg Hiftory difficult. And in* 
^ fleafl ^'^€aupy be.puts us ofFwith a Complaint. For bow 
*^ tan that be a €aufe^ that the ^vriting Eiiftory is dificalt, 
** ilhaft thofe Krko read it pafs a perverfe Judgment on M 
•* Surety (fay they) SaUuft ihoold rather have faid, that Hir- 
•* t«>ry, when wrote, was obnoxious to die Cenfure of unequal 
** |«djg(ft, thah tb«t there was a Difficulty in writing it. For 
« the Diffictfky of writing proceeds from the Nature of the 
^ Work itfetf, not from the faJfe Taftc of its Readers. Thus 
«♦ do tbcfe ffialcvoloQs Cavillers objeft to the Accuracy of the 
** fecond Part of this Period ; bat, by their leave, SaUuft 
*• does not nfe the Word Jrduum in the mere Senfe of Diffi- 
•• culty but wou'd have it fignify what the Greeks underftand 
«* % their JW^cpW or p^aXfwcu, which do not fo properly 
•* ftgoify difficulty as troublefome, vexatious^ &€• which is to 
« the Purpofe.'* This is the Sum of the Accufer's Charge, 
and J. Gelliui^s Defence* You fee, he hopes to fet all right, 
without going out of his own Way, by the mere Force of a 
Greek Word. But his Scrfution is by no means fatisfaftory. 

t. It is contrary to all the Rules of Logic, and good wri- 
tings where a fingle Piopofition, is fupported by two Reafons, 

for 
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fdr the Attribute of that Prbpofition, to besif ot!C Scnfe wh*n 
joiDe4 to the firft Reafon, aod another, when joined to the 
feebhd. And yet thU is what 4. Gelikis wonM have. For 
'tis agk^ed on all. Hands, that the Attribute Jrduum when 
taken akHig with the firft Reafon, quod faiSfts diSfa funt exa^ 
quanda^ fignifies difficult to be performed ; aftd yet wou'd he 
have the fame Attribute when applied to the other Reafoo, 
d€hiH£ fuia^ ifc. (vgoXi^ fitnttking that gives Uneajinefs in the 
Performance. 

2. It i8.cootrary to the true Ufe, and -Genius of Language, 
for the fame Word in the &me Sentence to bear above on^ 
precife Significatioo. Indeed it became aeceflary for the avoids 
ing an inconvenient multiplying of Words, frequently to af- 
.fign to one Term two or more Sets of XAtttS but then it ne- 
ver was to bear above one of thofe Combitravions at a Time, 
as occafional Ufe required ; and the Tiwr of the Period, for 
the moft Part, eafily led to the S^nification ; iho' fometimei 
even with all the CircutnQpedioto that the Regar-d to this Rule 
exafls, the locoijVeniencies of Ambiguity cannot be avoided « 
What tbencou'd be the Odafe^^ueoces, if a ftngle Word waft 
allowed to bear above bn^ Signification tn the fame Sentence i 
3. But the Word Arduks in the bcft Latin Writers is, I 
ihink, always ufed to enffrefe the idea ^fitn^hing hard to be 
performed, \difficiUs'\\ and Bot of nvhat gives Pain and Vex- 
ation to the Pevfifrtner, {mAeOsus jncommodus] as A. 'Gettius 
wou*d have it Sallttfi's fotond ^Reafon to fignlfy ; tho* 'tis true 
tua-x^spri; and ;^«X€7roc are comiiionly ufed in both Senfes. But 
admittitig -thftt Ardum tniry be found by chance in a Clailic 
Writer to bear the latter Srgnification, yet it certainly being 
extmitteljr rare, SaUuftj we nwy be confident, wou'd neVer ad- 
mit that Ufe of the Word ; ift, Becaufe, by the Confeffiou of 
A. Gellius himfelf, he was Proprietatum in verbis retinentiJJbkuB ; 
^ and therefore had he intended A. Gellius hk Senfe, be wou*d 
^have explained himfelf by importnnus, the proper Word that 
marks that Idea ; as whew he fays, Fi quidem regere patriam 
importunum eft *. 2dty, Becaufe none knew better than. 

» N(?^. Ait, I, 10. €, ao. * Bell, Jugur, in igtnd. 
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lie, that the hiftoric Stile requires (as the younger Pliny cxpref- 
fes it) Vox ex medio petita ^. By which is not to be underftood, 
as Pliny s Commentators imagine, the Language (ff the Mob i 
but only Words of the mojl determinate Signification^ as thofe in 
common Ufe generally are. For Hiftory being, of all Wri* 
tings, of the moft univerfal Concernment, (hou'd, moftofalJ^ 
labour at Perfpicuity. So that, bcfides its Clearnefs, it had 
©othing in common with the vulgar Stile. This the polite 
Pliny well knew; for complimenting a Friend who had under- 
taken to write of the Dacic War, he has almoft tranfcribed 

from Salluji the firft Pait of this famous Paflage, " Una 

fed maxima difficultas, quod haec [^ge/ia] aequare dicendo Ar- 
duum." \ 

Hitherto we fee thefe malevolous Critics keep their 
Ground,, and notwithftanding the Attacks of our Grammarian, 
poor Salluji ftill lies at their Mercy. The Truth is, his Cafe 
is beyond the Remedy of Etymologies and Lexicons. We muft 
have Recourfe to the Funds of good Senfe to difembarafs our 
Hiftorian ^ And the Accufation againft him is not trivial : 
For if where he profefles (as he does here) to give two Cau(es 
of the Difficulty of writing Hiftory, he gives but one, and, 
for the other, flurs us ofF with a bare Complaint, this is cer- 
tainly being guilty, in a very high Degree, of Inaccuracy and 
Impropriety ; but fure on a nearer Infpe£lion we (hall find our 
Author above Faults of fo common an Alloy. We fee him 
then complainiog of the Difficulty of compofing a jiaft Hiftory, 
and ailigning the two chief Reafons of it. But what has made 
his fecond Reafon appear none, and has given fo much Trou* 
hie and Perplexity to the Critics, I humbly prefume is this ; 
Salluji, by a very ufual Way of writing, has put the EiTeA for 

5 Vil. 5. Bp, 8. ♦ Idem I 8. Ep. 4. 

5 Reafoning Was not A. GtrUiui\ Fort. This is not the only Place 
-where he attempts Things beyond his Reach. Witnefs the Defence of 
Epicurus againft Plutarch j from which it appears he did not underftand 
the State of the Qijeftion. See Nb^. Att. /. a. c. 6. and Muretus\ Vdr. 
Le£t.U ii.r. 16. Befides how unreafonably fond he is, of forced «tid 
iiratned Interpretations of Words, (as here) wc have an Inftance in his 
Defence of l^yrgil, L 2. c. 6. 
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the Caufe, GWe trie leave to explain myfelf— -If we enquire 
into ihc Caufe oi iht People's wrong Judgment, or Mifinter- 
prctation of the Writer, here complained of, we (hall find it 
to arife from the Imperfedtion of the Writing. For it is evi* 
dent from the Turn of our Author's Obfervation on their run-, 
Ding into the two different Extremes, -by accufing of Malcvof 
knee or Flattery, that their Judgment was erroneous merely, 
and not perverfe. We (hall find it» I fay, to arife from tha 
Defects of the Compofition. Either when the Hiflorian knows 
not how to give a juft Form to the Narration; to conneA 
concurrent Circumftances ; to (hew the Dependance of the 
Parts on each other, and in what Order they ought to ftand : 
Or when being ignorant of the CharaAer of the Paflions, he 
cannot penetrate into the true Charafter of the Aftors ; when, 
he wants the Dexterity to unravel the cafual Entanglements of 
perplexed Interefts ; and fees not how contrary Tempers ope- 
rate on each other, and what . Confequences they produce.; 
Thcfe are the Indices that dire<Jl us in our Way, meet our 
£nquirieS| and make our Travels in Hiitory pleafant and ex* 
peditious. But thefe being, wanting or mifplaced, we are prc- 
fcntly involved in Error, we grope our Way in the Dark, we 
quarre) with our Guide^ and ac length terminate our Rambling^ 
in a Bog. 

To the Purpofe. When I read in Suetonius the monftrous^ 
Debaucheries of Tiberius^ the infernal Cruelty of Nero^ and 
the bruti(h Supinenefs of Claudius^ ranged under the diftinft 
Heads of Chapter and common Place, without Order of Time, 
Probability of Circumftance, or the appofite Marks of growing 
Degeneracy ; nothing appears more averfe to our natural Con* 
captions, to Truth or Likelihood. And yet thefe very mifcre- 
ated Paflions, when diffef^ed by the ikilful Hand of Tacitus^ 
and the various Humours and Sources of the purulent Matter 
traced out and defcribed, ftand free of all SufpicioUi and eafily 
reconcile themfelves to our Belief. 

Our Author's Reafoning then when di(inveIoped, and 
drawn out into Syllogifm, difcovers all the Juftnefs of Propocr 
tiooy and (lands thus, 

K - I. WUMKf, 
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I. Wheue the Readers make a wrong Judgment^ the Hi^ 

toriao milTes hia Ead»' (Which is Information), 
But they will o^ke a wrong Judgment (as we have proted 

above) where the Story is not wrote np in the Manner we 

defcribedt 
ThshefOhs where it is not fo wrote up, the Hiftorian mitks 

his End. 
%. To mlfs his End argues the groflSsft ImperfeAion. 
BvT (in the above Inftaoce) this End is mifftd. 
Therbvori fuch a Work is grofly smperfeft. 
3« It is neceflSiry for a Writer to remove grofs Imperfefttons. 
BoT this is a grofs ImperfeAioa. 
Tus&EFO&E it is neceiiary to remove this. 
4. To remove it is very difficult, (as we fiifficiently prove 

where we defcribe above, the Mannner of forming the Nar^* 

ration.) 
But it is neceflary to remove it. 
Therbfore to write as Hiftory neccflarily requires without 

this Imperfe£lion (from whence arifes the Readers perverfe 

Judgment) is diflScult.— — The Thing to be proved. 

Here you fee the Argument in full Force ; but our Author's 
profiled Brevity wou'd not permit him tofUy and unfold it. 
He contents himfelf with aflerting the Propofition, juft touches 
upon the Minor of the firft Syllogifm, and leaves it to bis 
Readers to find out bis intermediate Proofs, and fupply his 
imperfeA Ratiocination. If this proves a true Solution of the* 
Difficulty, I (han't be much difturbed at the Charge of Pedani;^ 
try. In the Conclufion. On the whole then thefe Two 1 hinga^ 
may be obfervcd. Fir/i, that Sallu/i has not only really and 
truly given Ttuo Reafoas for the Difficulty of writing Hiftory^ 
but has been fo exaA and methodical as to chufe. the two prin- 
cipal general ones, of StiU and Matter^ under which all the 
other Difficulties, like Species under their Genus, are com* 
prifed. An Inftance of our Author's correft Jtidgemeut hi- 
therto unobferved. Secondly j that a Writer who faw fo well the 
Neceffity of an artful Difpofition of lus Work, who knew fo 
well how to perform it, who was above dealing the Apphofe 
of his Reader, and therefore lifed aU bis Endeavours fairly to 

gbtaia 
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obtaiD it, woQ'd nefet rna faito the beggarly Relief of fapirha' 
tural Rekthns ; which was the Thing I proxnifed to demon* 
ihate. 

But the Obfcurhy of this PaflTage, which hascoft usTo thxath 
Time tff bfeak tfarongh, was occafiooed, as we faid, by his 
afitr^ed Brctity ; wbkh will ibmetimes unavoidably occafioii 
k ; th<^gh for the moft Part it muft be owned his Brevity ii 
attended with the ^ateft Perfpicuity. Where, by-thc-byc, 
we maf obTerVe the injudicious Choice Tacitus made in imi- 
tating the Sallufiian Brevity. Salltfft indeed being fententiotis, 
and refolving every Thing into the ESefts of natural Tempec! 
and Dffpofitiony as copying from the ancient Greek Philofo- 
phers, efpecially Ificratny Brevity admirably becomes him ; but 
Tacitu5\%o{ a very different Genius, fpecnlative and abftraAed, 
and for refining upon every Thing, and confequently that' 
Brevity, which in the firft is natural and eafy, in him muft be 
obfcure and unintelligible. And yet we have here an Inftance 
of this Fault in Salluji himfelf. Another remarkable one, is 
worthy our Notice, and the rather becaufe tbeCommentators, 
as ufual in a Cafe of real Difficulty, pafs it over in moft pro- 
found Silence. In defcribing the corrupted State of Rme^ ' 
heiays, Igitur prim» pecunia, dein imperii cupide^creviti and 
y0C not above half a dozen Lines after we read, Sed prima niagis 
ambitiOf quam avaritia, animos hominum exercebat. Was there 
ever a more exprefs ContradiAion f Is it notfo in Terms f 
But on the other Hand, can we believe any Thing fo gro^ cou*d' 
have efcaped SaUufi? This wouM require Examination. I' 
have confidered it, and perhaps have not been unhappy in my 
Endeavours to reconcile it. Salluji^ in the firft Sentence, mufE 
be underftood as fpeaking of the Vices of Avarice and Jmhitian 
in fingle Perfons, independai^t of national Manners or Corrup* 
tions; and in the latter Sentence, of thefe Vices in the colIeAive 
Body of the State. What I am going to obferve, will both 
confirm and explain this Interpretation. In Rome we find 
there was no Attempt made at a Power inconfiftent wkh the 
Freedom of the State, till immenfe Wealth, in the Hands of 
private Perfons, made the Way to it. 

*- iMtrod. in BM. CatiU 

K A But 
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But the Afian Riches foon corrtiptcd their AllcgiancCi Wfe- 
ncfs Crajfus^ one of' the firft Triumvirate. But confider Rome 
collcftively, and we (hall find, in the Nature of Things, AmhU 
Hon muft have the' Start. For that Vice having fomething brave, 
and not unlike Virtue in its Compofition, a fingle Example 
wou'd make it fafhionablc; \ifh\le Avarice, bearing its own 
Ignominy in Front, cou'd not in a fmall Time become infefti- 
pus. She cou*d but ferve in the Rear of Ambition, and pro- 
vide for the other's Expences ; as we fee in Sylla and Catiline. 

But though in this laft Inftance we have (hewn that Brevity 
has caufed Obfcurity in our Author, I muft be fo ingenuous to 
confefs, that is not the only Caufe of it in the above Paflage, 
evnceming the People*s Judgment, There is another, and it 
is this. Salluft very ftudioufly followed the Greek Writers, as 
we obferved above, even to the tranflating their moral Sen- 
tences, and political Maxims. The Refleftions here 9n the 
Pe&ple's Judgment^ arc literally tranfcribed from Thucydides *. 
But the twb Hiftorians being upon very different Subjefts, that 
Thought, which in the Greek was natural and intelligible, is 
forced and obfcure in the Romany who has taken it into a very 
foreign Combination, This we know is one of the moft gene- 
ral Caufes of Obfcurity in Writers, and happens more frequent- 
ly than we are aware of. 'Tis certain our Author, with aft 
his great Ability, is fometlmes not the moft happy in managing 
thefe Materials ; which I cou'd (hew at large, wou'd it not call 
me too far away from my main Purpofe. However, I can't finifli 
my Diflertation on this Paffage, without con(idering one Part 
of it in a different View from what we have yet done, ^a 
deliSfa reprehenderis malevolentia & invidia diSfa putant^ fays 
Sallujl of the People. But on the fame Occafion Tacitus ob- 
ferves the direft contrary, Obtredlatio fsT livor proni auribus 
accipiuntur^. Whence arofe this Change of Judgment f whence, 
but from the Change of civil Policy > The firft wrote under the 
Coufular, and the other under the Monarchic State. In the 
Confular Times, the moft unbounded Liberty of Speech againft 
Particulars, was indulged and encouraged : it was eftecmed a 

» In fun. grat. P<riclis, 1. 1. i Lih. i, Hift, imt» 

good 
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good Barrier againft the Incroachments of the Great ; and fo 
infeparable from a free People, that Tacitus msLy,cs the Reco- 
very of this Right under Trajan the Proof of their Felicity *. 
Now, where Indulgence of Speech was fo liberally allowed, 
a malign Difpofition wou'd be enough encouraged ; and when 
an Hiftorian was fe^n to make the utmoft Ufe of his Power, no 
wonder if the People were inclined to put it to the Score of a 
bafc and envious Infult. But when with Extinftion of Liberty, 
Freedom of Speech, the brighteft of its Emanations, was po 
more ; to dare then to aflert the old Republican Privilege, and 
bring great Offenders back to the Judgment of the People, 
looked brave and gallant, and carried in it, as Tacitus admi- 
rably expreflesit, Falfa /pedes Libertatis ; which in Times that 
cOuM neithcF bear a thorough Slavery, nor perfeft Liberty, 
wonderfully recommended to Acceptance and Efteem. 
» But by this Time, I know my Reader will grow impatient 
to queflion me on the whole, and bring me back agaii> to the 
Point, by fuch like Demlands, 

I. Are we then to condemn^ as fabulous and chimerical^ all we 
meet with in prophane Hijiory of Prodigies and Miracles? By 
no Means. The interpofition of Providence in human Affairs 
has all the Marks of Truth, that fuch a Thing iff «paWe-of. 
A«, ift, Univerfal Confent in Tcftlmony, andX)pinion ; and 
however fceptical and idle Wits may have labouredie render 
douhtM general atte/led Fa£fs, by I know not what fophiftical 
Diftinftions and Dilemmas ; and to perplex the plain and eafy 
Proof of univerfal Confenf by fpeculativeNiceties: I am perfuadcd 
all fober Enquirers after Truth, and unprejudiced Thinkers, 
will ftand firm upon this old beaten Ground of Certainty. 2dly, 
Wc may coUcft from Reafon another Proof of this momentouf 
Truth. The ordinary Difpenfations of Providence are dark 
and perplexing, and have ever wore a double Face; from which^ 
with equal Force, may be drawn contrary Conclufions, accord- 
ing to the Humour or Intereft of the Contemplator. For if 
on the one Hand the Sanguine fees in it the fmiling Promifes of 
a future R^ompencc, by an exaft Adjuftmcnt of a long unbal- 

K 3 laoccd 
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lanced Account ; to the Timorous ippoirs nothing bu^ t)i^ re- 
peated Frowns of a total Negledl and Difregard. Now a |»tra- 
culous Interpofition in Favour of the common Principles of Mori^- 
lity and Religion^ (and on no lefs Account ought we to prefume 
of that Favour ; this, I fay,) fixes the f'eatufts^ aod leaver no 
Room for an ambiguous. Meaning. This is one of the great 
moral Inftrudions held out to us in the Book of Job, After tb/s 
bufy Wit of Man bad fpent all its Stock, in raifiog Obje^ns, 
and removing them, in accuting and abfolving, an4 w^s now 
become deeper and deeper mtangled la inextricable Difficulties; 
at length the Voice of God was heard in the ff^hirl%ph4, wbich 
immediately fet all to rights. But bow ? Exaf^ly rp this Re9- 
foniog. • fie vindicates his Frovsdeoce, by the fole Difplay of 
his Power ; the proper Work of Miracles. Bqt fome, vbo 
have not the utn\oil Reverence for Religion, have siven Mira- 
cles the derogating Definition of an Jrreft and plfturhaj^ci <| 
the Laws of Nature. According to thefe Men there is Hariijony, 
Concord and Proportion in the Ordinary Difpenf^tion qf Troyiy 
dence ; and opthi^jg bnt Irregularity and Confufion in the Ex- 
uaordin^ry, Wbcrcas, in Tr^th, ibis latter is the giving 
new Laws fp thofe Portions of Matter within the Sphere p| 
ibe Miracle, which carry with them the equal Marks of 
(lupendous Wildom ^d fow^r. But 3dly9 from the Miracjey 
related in facred Story, we may draw 4t' more certain Infer- 
ence than from either of the two farmer Heads : and when 
joined to tbcm^ the three add Strength to one another. 
For this lad confirms a Believer in the t^i^o preceding ; and 
ihofe will help to remove an lofiders Prejudices againfi the 
latter. 

11. Aee then true Miracles tp have no Place in Civil Hijlory ? 
Surely the moA honourable : But here the Hiflorian will have 
pccafion for all his Art. Firft to feparate Truth from Falftiood, 
and then to diltinguiflb between one Kind of Truth and another ; 
unlefs he has this difcerning Spirit, his Conduft here will be 
weak and extravagant. Firfi he is to take Care the Miracles 
he relates be true ones ; where he is to begin his DifcjuifitioOj 
by confidering the End for which a Miracle is reported to be 
wrote. If, OR Examination, h% finds nothing but a private 

Jntereft, 
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latereft, a religimis Seft, or civil Party cooceraecl in its Truth ; 
he may here drop his Eaqairy, and reft fatisfied, that it is 
ooly the Game of Craft or Bigottry. Bat if he finds the End 
to be the Defence of the common Principles of Morality and 
Religioa, let him go on; he has fafRdent Reafon to purftie 
his Enquiry, and whether hb finds it FaA or no, he has the 
SatisfaAioo to refleA, that this is an End wortbyj at leaft, of 
dime Incerpofition. But if undoubted Teftimony proves fome 
extraordinary Event, he is then carefully to examine, whether 
it was truly Miraculous ; If, fdr Inftance, human Affairs take 
fome great and unexpeAed Turn, regularly condufted, and 
without the adequate Afliftance of human Means ; or if there 
be a real Change in a Catholic Law of Nature, in which he ia 
CO take fpecial Heed that the one does not prove fuch a Matter 
a^ is ufualiy called a Judgment^ or the other, merely an unt^ual 
Phe$i$mett$n : For if fo, here he takes his Leave, and configns 
one over to the OU Women^ and the other to the Virtuofi ; 
otberwife he betrays his Prefumpcion, and his Ignorance. So 
far is accefTary for the Separation of Truth ftom Falftiood : 
but this is not enough ; he is to con(ider next, whether it be 
fuch a Trath as the Public is concerned in. Let a Mirade 
have all the other Conditions of a true one, yet if it have not 
this, that the CommunHy is intereOed, either when it is a 
Denonoiation of impending Judgments, for national Immora- 
lities ; or an efpoufal of the Right, againft Injuftice, Ufurpa- 
tion, or Tyranny : it ^belongs properly to the Divine, and is 
out of the Cognizance of the Hiflorian. Thefe are the two 
Conditions, upon which only, thefe Relations can be admitted 
into Hiftory. 

in. But Laflly, Artfalfe Miracles never to he admitted into 
juji Compofitions f Yes, even for thefe, there is a Time when 
the Laws of Hiftory can find a Place. And that is, when the 
Belief of them fo influences public Adlions as to alter or deter- 
mine the Councils of a Leader, or a People. Then the 
Miraculous^ not for its own Sake, but as it contributes to illuf- 
trate the Story, muft, according to the Laws of Hiftory, which 
require a compleat Enumeration of all the Springs and Motives 
of AfiioDi be diftiaAly told in every of its Circumftances. H^re 
K 4 Plutarch 
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Plutarch and Dio Cajftusy who arc never out upon the hot 
SQcnx of Prodigtes, furnifh us with a proper E^^ampie of this 
Precept. They relate, * that while GrV^r^, drawn one Way 
by his Timidity and Clemency, and another, by his Love of 
Glory and his Cojintry, was under ail the Anxiety of Irrcfolu- 
tion, about th^ Fate of Lentulus, and his Companions; th^re 
came a Mefl&ge from his Wife Terentia (who had all along in- 
fligated him againft the Confpirators) to acquaint him, that 
while (h(?^and her Women were affiftingat an annual SacriBce 
to the 0oddcfs Bona, there iiTued from the extinguifhed Aflies, 
that lay upon the Altar, a bright and mighty Flame, which the 
Veftal Virgins, there prefent, affured her, portended a Length 
of GJbry and Security to the Conful. This at once turned the 
Scales, and Juftice preponderated. Now was it true that 
Tultif was aftuated by thefe Impreffions, fo rTiOmentous in their 
Confequences, nothing can excufe Salluji, (in his OmilGon of 
this Story) from the Negleft of a principal Law of Hiftory, 
And if we conlider Terentid's Spirit, which was daring and 
fubtle, and her Hulband's, vain and fuperflitious (from the 
Conjunftion of which Tempers, moft of the baftard Miracles, 
fathered upon abufcd Nature, have proceeded) we have no 
Reafon to fufpeft its Truth. Muft not we fay then that 5"^/- 
lufl has here given an Inftance of that common Wcaknefs of 
out Nature, that betrays us into an unfufpefled Fault, while 
we endeavour to avoid its Oppofite ? 

* Thus have i given an enlarged Specimen of a Set of 
Discourses I have now by me, on this great Hiftorian. Per- 
haps, thcjfe few who know how to make a right Ufe of Hif- 
tory, and the wife Refleftions of the Ancients, may find their 

Account 

5 Plutarch: in vita CIc, 6f D.CaJpus, Wfi /. j7. 

• Indeed to have compleated this Specimen of my Thoughts on the 
Advancement of this Part of Literature, I fhouM have thrown together 
fome Thoughts upon Tranflation, into the modern Languages ; one of 
the beft Means of making thofe Ancients more generally ufeful, as it is 
my Project in the preceding Difcourfcs to make them more rationally fo. 
But I leave that to fome abler Hand. Only this I can't but obferve, that 
our French Neijfhbours have evinced their fupcrior Faftc in elegant amd 
numerous Tranilations of the beil PafC of Clascal Antiquitv ; Wlule we. 

thf 
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Account in what I now prcfent to them. For the rtft^ I won't 
difturb thdr Satisfadion-m-lhoC^^r rowed Scraps and Rhap- 
fodies that bear the fpecious Titles of Reflections, Disseh- 
TATiONs, Introductions, Wr, lo and On The Clas- 
'SicKs ; which, after all, amount to lUtle more than a Book- 
feller's 

the fervilcCopIcts of their Follies, hare patieatly fufFer'd this ufcful Part of 
Learning to be prophaned by ignoraivt and mercenary Undertakers. But 
the different Genius's of the two People are here feen very remarkably* 
T\it frenchman^ vij^orous and enterprizing, is ambitious of Pofleflion; 
^hile we with a falfe Modefly and Coldnefs, natural from our Climate, 
content ourfclvcs with adiftant Admiration. This Ncgleft is the more 
inexcufable, as our Claim to this Province is jufter, our Advantages 
greater, and our Invitations ftronger than thofe of our polite Rivals. For 
to whom do thofe great Originals of Freedom and Virtue fo juftiy belong, 
z%io Great Britain, the Protcftor of Liberty and Light of Religion? 
I4or want we a Language that is brief, oomprehenfivc, nervous and ma* 
jcllic. For Languages always take their Chara£iers fromthe Genius of 
a People. So that two the moft diOant States, thinking and a^^ing with 
the fame generous Love for Mankind, muft needs have very tear the 
fame Combinations of Ideas, Now the Want of this Conformity in two 
Languages makes the great Dtficulty of fine Tranflation. And it is our 
Boaft, that in this Conformity we approach the ncareft to ancient Greece 
and Italy, Nor let any one wonder that our heterogeneous Language 
ibott'd have thefc Advantages in tranflating from the Laain, which the 
prench and Italian want, tho' the dire£^ Defcendants from that ancient 
Tongue f For if the Words Virtu^ for Inttancc, and Tatrie, raife com- 
monly far different Ideas in the Minds of thofe two People, from what 
Virtus and Fatria did in a Roman, as I am fure they do ; what Hgnifici the 
Conformity of Syllables and Letters ? 

But there are a Sec of Men who value lefs the refined Speculations of 
Greece, and the haughty Virtue of Rome, than the PaUlum of the one, and 
the 7oga of the other. Thefe are pofleUcd with a Kind of fpecitic Avarice 
for Words. They tell us that 

** Their Stores are ftampt^ and in their Metal hear 
«« Ihi Antique Shapes of Kings and Kefarsjlrange and rare. 

Spencer. 

And it is their Care to prefervc them from being melted dovyn for com- 
mon and vulgar Ufcs : For we arc told that Words, iho* ihey be but the 
Counters of the Wife, are the Money of Fools. And fo come the feveral 
Arcs of weighing, waffling, clipping, coining, or, in other Words, of 
various Readings, . Gloffesfiorre&ions, and Emendations, that wade the 
gBXious Houjs of thefc Greek and Roman Minc-maiters. When, give 
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feller's Advcrtifcmcnt, that fuch goad Books arc to be pur- 
chafed. Tbefc are a beggarly Kind of fmall Craft, that know 
no certain Courfe, but run about from Coafl: to Coaft, juft 
touch as they pafs by, but take their Accounts of what is up 
Land, from ihofe who pretend to have ventured further. 
Thefe are the only Adventurers we have in Englijh Criticifm, 
and fuit our vain and lazy Humour mod exadly ; which wou*d 
know every Thing, and yet be at the Pains to examine nothing. 
. But to expeft great Difcoveries from thefe, is the fame as to 
hope new Worlds from the Sailor without Chart or Compafs. 
Such are referved for thofe who dare launch boldly out, and 
can fkllfully conduct themfelves, thro' the Immeniity of general 
Knowledge. 

As for thefe Home-fpun Thoughts, all I have to fay in theif 
Recommendation is, that they are fo. I had no Ambition for 
the Enoployment of pilfering Indexes, and commoa Places, 
to furnifh out a taudry glaring Patch-work. The Republic 
cf Leuers is already overftocked with the Retailers of its ConX'* 
moditics, as well as the Civil ; whic^i under the beft Regula* 
tions, can never make any real Incrcafe of the Stock. Thdur 
prefent Ufe is, that our Rulers may raife a Tax from the iti« 
nerant Pedlar ; and the Bookfeller, like the Receiver of ftoll'a 
Goods, knows how to improve his Myftcry, by the choice 
Pack of the (harping Garreteer. But their great locreale al.> 
ways predids the certain Decay of Trade and Learning. 

But the late Royal Inftitution for the Study 0/ Modem HiJ^ 
toryt has given a new Mra to the Reign of the Mufes. 

Ae Man of Scnfc his Counters methodically ranged, that, by their Place 
and DifpofnioD, he may regulate their Value, and he is not fblliciiou$ 
about the Metal or Imprefs ; well knowing that the largefl Sum may be 
as exa£lly calculated with Pieces of Wood or Copper, as of Ivory or 
Silver. 

But the Grammarians, that they may ftill amufe themfelves in the 
barren Pleaf arc of Greek and Roman Sounds, care not, tho' the World 
want BleiTings given to the Service of every Age and People, by the Be* 
Dcficence of thofe great Originals. Whofe Fate is not unlike that of 
fome Iflands which Travellers fpeakof in the new World, that produce 
the mod delicious Groves of Orange and Lemon-TiecSi ^only to afibcd» 
Phadc to the Monkeyt and Crocodiles beneath. 

Unper 
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VhpI&r th^. A«rpicie$ of ^nptber AuovsTue rhey fli»II re- 
gaio their old Honours, ^nd be opoe again the Favourites of 
Coun9« Their Illrhabit$ (hall be rcform'd, their /M^nnerf po- 
liibed. acd a Rig^t Taft^ Uftipgly eOabtiOusd. For oar invin^ 
cilfli 4^ii^r^, afier his accompKftied Toils of Empire, haa 
BQW got Time to rcfpire, and to caft his Eye gpoo the literary 
World ; where the abjeft CoqditjoD of Britijb Hiftory, (which 
wehavedeferibed above) caught his 6r(l Regard, and cietera)ine4 
I^m to this mpd effeAual Method to raife aod enoble it. 'Tia 
flirely then the Olfice of every one, that bears a Relation to Let- 
ters, aod is apakwsi as he ought, in any Capacity, to didiiH 
gni(h his Doty to the Father of his Country^ to fecood his gra- 
cious iDtentioos. It is my utmoft Ambition to have it believed, 
that this engaged me in my prefent Labour. I imagined a bet* 
ter Foundation could not bt laid for the Advancement of Allf 
dern Hlftory, than in a right Intelligence of the Ancient. 
And it is Honour enough for me to be employed as an Under* 
Labourer, in clearing the Ground, and removing the Rubbifli. 
This noble Inftitution muft produce the Mafter-Builders, to 
give us that finiftied Body of Englijh Hiftory fo long wanted, 
and till now defpaired of. 

At leaft I have Reafon to expedl, that as the Succeffes of 
the Brhijh Arms, if we be provoked to employ them, will, 
without doubt, raife up aroongft us a plentiful Harveft of Jour- 
nalifts and Hiftorians, the foregoing Remarks may, perhaps, 
be of feafonable Ufe to dired theiQ in the mod nice Detours o^ 
the Story; the true Cat^es of Things. That they no longer 
make fuch bungling Work of it, as was fcarce excufablein their 
monkifti Anceflors, and ramble Abroad to the very Limits of 
the Univerfe, for Caufes which are to be found much nearer 
Home^ in the wife and fteady Councils of our viftorious Sove- 
reign, the EfTefls of which now opening to the World, will 
be a better Proof than any given in the preceding Difcourfe, 
of what great Things the human Mind alone is capable to per- 
form ; which, mifunderftood by the admiring Many, has made 
Men fly to Prodigies for Explaoatloo, and give a Guardian 
Diitj to aci^ompany the Hero. 

SucB 
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Such a Work alone ^\^ou'd be worth a Royal Foundation ; 
but this has already procured far more importaDt Advantages. 
The University, conquered by repeated Afts of Sovereign 
Favour, is become ambitious of receiving them j and with un- 
feigned Love and Gratitude repeats her numerous Obligations. 

Methinks I fee her, like the mighty Eagle, renewing 
ber immortal Touth, and purging her opening Sight, at the un- 
obftruAed Beams of our benign Meridian SUN; which fomc 
pretend to fay had been dazzled and abufed by an inglorious 
pcftilential Meteor ; while the ill-affefted Birds of Night 
wou'd, with their envious Hootings, prognofticate a Length of 
Darkncfs and Decay. ^ 
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DEDICATION 

O F T H F 

Two TraSs of a Warhurtonian^ 

ADDRESSED BY THE EDITOR 

TO A LEARNED CRITIC 



M Y L O R D, 

T N the Fate of the two Tfafts, which I hare now the 
•*- Honour of dedicating to your Lordfliip, there are fome 
Circumftances peculiarly interefting to the Curioiity of Scho- 
lars, and to your own diftinguiihed Humanity. Like * Chil- 
dren, whom their Parents were afraid or afhamed to acknow- 
ledge, they have long been condemned to wander about the 
World, unlheltered by the Authority of a great Name, and 
depending only upon the Force of their own inherent Merits, 
cither to attraft the Inquifitive, or to propitiate theCenlorious. 
Their Titles, indeed, fometimes crept into the Corner of a 
Catalogue, and fometimes were caught (kulking upon the Shelf 
of a Colleftor. Throng' the Want, however, of that eager and 
open.Support, which Authors generally give to their own Works^ 
the Pamphlets themfelvcs are now become extremely Icarce ;and 
that Scarcity * has been ftirewdly, or, if you pleafe, mv Lord, 

L perverlcly 

* 'EttJ* It To ojoiotftv xaJ To <rtyyr,'E; ''\h^ luv}Ju a/rrectt |UW»a*5"« i* « 7o; TTpoj eai/lot txa- 
fT)f , tS7o TTf-srovdlv, ayayxri nmltg fi'f\di/lug livcu' Hh ^t <{>i}^v%i Travis^, j^ rd dJluly ' 
• maynn ^iia htcu izucnyf qiov //;y», ^Ayv;, ^«> f i^oxbXax>; cb^ i-nthmoXv xa; ^l^jyTifAU xal 

fiXoT«xw»; uvlw yo^ i^yn -rot T«xya. Vide Ariftotclis Khecoricam. Lib. i. 
Cap. II. 

* In the Year 1765, when the Letter to Dr. Tho. Leland was become 
very fcarce in Kogland, it was repubjiiihtd in Ireland, and placed betwee^ 

Lelanih 
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perverffly icnputfd, not (b much to the AHiky of the For- 
chafers, ds to the Management of the Writer But, whatever 
may have been the Caafe. the Fz& is notorious, and therefore, 
in brtngiog thetn back to a Tribooal, from which they 
are fnppofcd to (brink, I (hall endeavour to refcoe them 
from that Oblivion, which fometimes overtakes tl^e beft Pub- 
lications, even at the Hazard of expoiing them to that Infamy^ 
which is never inflifted but on the worft. 

The Predilection which your Lordfhip is knows to enter- 
tain for Allegory, induces me to refume the Simile upon which 
I had glanced in the preceding Paragraph. It were unnecef- 
fary, I am fure, to remind you, ekhcr, that, (xo^PeculUriites 
in the Features and Difpoiitions of Children, we often recog- 
nize their Parent : or, that, by the Similitude to bimfelf, whe- 
ther it be, of Excellence or Deformity, which the ont dHcovers 
ki the other, he is foiBetimes inclined to cheriih them with 
greater AfFedtion. If, then, your Lordlbip (hould deign to < 
employ your crUrcal Abilities upon the Soph^ry and the Firu^ 
kn££, as weU as upon the Ingenuity and Elegance, of thefe iingu- 
kr, but anonymons CompoficionSyyou may have It in your Poweir 
to add to the Obligations which your ftupendous Difcoveijies have 
already conferred upon the learned World, by fayourii^git with 
ibme fatisfeCtory Conjecture about ,the Perfea by whom they 
were written. The Succefs which you can ahmyf Gomf&aod 
in the Developement of complex Beavties, aad the Oetedlion 
of latent Fauhs— the occafional and even involuntary Exercife 
of congenial Qualities, or congenial Tateoscs — the Subverlioa 
of (bme eftablifbed Opinion, or the Degradation of fome die* 
vated Charafter — any, or all, of thefe Caufcs^ my Lord« may 
entice the Writer from the Obfcurity in which he has fi> long 

Leland*s Diflertation upon Eloquence »Dd the Defence. The Book is 
called, « Leland upon Eloquence**, fo thac the Letter is not noticed^ 
in the Title Page. I (hould fuppofe, that Leland republiibed the 
V'hole Dtfpute, to ^ire the reaibniog of his Antagonift all the advantage 
of a roore exreniive Circulation, and to prevent the renown oi bis Wic 
from fading too foon. I hffd the honour ot receiving four Copies from Dr. 
Inland in the Year 1777 : but the Book, I believe, hfts notoften found it'ji 
<v»y to .England, as I never fav/ any Copist of it, eaccepc my own* 

and 
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and fc fccurely lurked— ©ay aft irrefiftiWy upoa Ms fecrct Par- 
tialities and his fecret Avcrfions— may draw from him an in- 
genuous and direft Confel&on, or^ what is equally decifivc, a 
faint and awkward Dcniftl. From your Sagacity, therefore, as 
well as, from your CompaiEon, I now a{k for that Proteftioa, 
which is faid to hare been hitherto refafed by your Prudtnci 
I and jQoj: Pelicacy^ to the defer ted Uffspring of controversial 

Zeal. 

Of the Reputation, my Lord* which you have fo long, anc) 
th^ ^ fa^y fo defcrvedly enjoyed, a large part is to be afcribed 
to your inlatiable Love of Novelty : And a yet larger, It may bc^ 
to your matchlefs Dexterity in the Defence of * Theories, at 
oQce» fa^taftic and methodical-^antaftic, I mean, without tha 
Prilliancy of Invention, and methodical, without th^ Sc^idity 
of Logic. I am not, however, apprehenfive of any Contra-* 
diftion, even from your Lord (hip, when 1 venture to pronounce 
thcfc T rafts to have been produced by the fame Underftand- 
tng» to be marked by the fame Spirit, and to have beendirefted 
to the fame End. That Underftanding, doubtlefs, was acute % 
I that Spirit profefies, at leaft, to be candid ; and that Eud pro- 

. bably* according to your Lordfl:up's EAimation^ was in tb« 

hti^hefl Decree, honourable. It was to deliver two iUufirioua^ 
but whimfical Hypothefes, from the impertinent and tyrannical 
jfntrufions of common Sen£e. It was to unmafk the Hypocrify, 
»nd to fubdue the Infolence, of two impotent Sciolifts, one 
of whotp bad pnfujmd to commend your Patron without Adu 
J^tion, and the other, to confute him without Afpenty. It wjsis 
to convince an trndiicerning and iQ£redulous Public, that Wair- 
tuMTtun was an iofalUble Reafoitifr, Lelaad a fuperfictil Trffler* 

» I have borrowed tins qualifying Phcafe from the Letter- writer (o 
Dr. Lclaw), and I do not fufpe6); him of knowing, rhat Dr. Bentley, in 
Jus €«3itfovevfy upon Phalans (Vide pag. 66 £dit. Lennep) his fliewA 
the ^roog affirmaicive Power of the word Tuy^t. 

^ <* if we ^ thcL Hf afba, it would fei^ tOibe owing to that ambltJous 
'* Spirit of Subtlety and Reiinen(ieiit wfaicht as Q^intiliaa ohferves) 
'** puts Met) upon teaching not what tbey believe to be true, but what* 
'< from the Falfehood, or apparent Strangenefs of the Matter, they expert 
'' the. Pr«i£e of Ingenuity from being able to defend". Vide Hurd*s Moc« 
jan the 4;ioth Line of Horace's Arc of Poetry. 

L % aad 



t I4S ] 

and Jortin, a moft daftardly, a nioft infidious, and a moff flW- 
Kgnant Calumniator. 

Readers of illiterate and groveling Minds will, I am aware^ 
ftartle at thefe ftrangc and harfti Pofitipns. In an Agony of 
Amazement and Indignation, they will exclaim, like your 
Lordftiip and D'orvilie, ^ En cor Zenodoti^ enjecur Cratetis, 
But, by Men of more enlarged and more exalted Views — by 
Men of a truly clajftcal Ta/ie^ who fpurn afide the coarfe Be- 
verage to be found in Greek Scholiafts, in order to revel on the 
luxurious Dainties prepared by French Commentators— by Men 
of truly philofophical Penetration, who are ambitious to under- 
ftand their Virgil from Warburton, and their Horace from your 
Lordftiip— by all fuch enterprifing Critics, and all fuch faf- 
tidious Hypercritics, ihe Tribute of Admiration will be chear- 
fuUy paid, both to the Magnificence of the Defign, and the 
Felicity of the Execution. 

Now, my Lord, it is not quite forgotten by Men of Letters, 
nor, probably, by your Lordftiip, that, in the earlier Stages of 
jour literary and ecclefiaftical Career, you did not difdairi to 
wield your Pen, whether offenfively or dcfenfively, in Favour 
of Bifliop Warburton. While Bigots were pouring forth 
their Complaints, and Witlings were levelling their Plea- 
fantry, againft this formidable Innovator : While anfwerers 
trembled, and Readers flared : While Dances were loft in the 
mazes of his Arguments, and Scholars were confounded 
at the Hardinefs of his Aftertions : You, my Lord, flood forth 
with an avowed Determination to ftiare alike his Danger and 
his Difgrace. You afFefted todefpife, even while you were 
endeavouring to reprefs, the Clamours of the unenlightened 
Herd, who faw, or pretended to fee, Abfurdity in his Criti- 
cifms, Heterodoxy in his Tenets, and Brutality in his laveo- 
tives. You made great Paradoxes lefs incredible, by exciting 
our Wonder at the greater, which were flarted by yourf^f. 
You taught us to fet a juft Value upon the Eccentricities of 
impetuous and untutored Genius, by giving us an Opportunity 

5 Vide D*orville AnimadvcrfioBcs in Charit p. 399, and Kurd's Nore 
•n Line 9^tb of the Epidle to Augul!u&. 

.. ' - to 
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to compare them with the Trickerie^ of cold and fyftematk 
Refinement, You tempted us almoft to forget and to for- 
give, whatever was ofFcnfive in noify and boifterous Reproaches, 
by turning afide our Attention to the more grating Sounds of 
quaint and farcaflic Sneers. 

Recollefting, therefore, the repeated Difplays of your Ar- 
dour and your Prowefs, I cannot, my Lord, feel the fmalleft 
Reluflance in calling upon you for new and more undifguifed 
Exertions in an old and a favourite Caufe. I think it even im- 
pofliblc for you to lar^iifti the well earned Reputation, either 
of your Abilities as a Writer, or your Virtues as a Friend, by a 
deliberate and invincible Indifference to the future Celebrity 
of two Works, which, like thefe, are intimately connefted with 
the Prefervation of Dr. Warburton's true Charafter, and, per^ 
haps, of your own. 

If fufpending, for the prefent, our Examination of the Spi- 
rit, which pervades your Writings, we proceed to confider their 
Pretenfions as Compofitions, wide is the Difference that appears 
between them, both in their * Excellencies and in iheir Faults. 

He blundered againft Grammar, and you refined againft 
Idiom. He, from Defeft of Tafte, contaminated Englifh by 
Gallicifm, and you, from Excefs of AfFeitation, fometimes dif- 
graced what would have rifen to ornamental, and dignified Writ- 
ing, by a profufe Mixture of vulgar or antiquated Phrafeology. 
He foared into Sublimity without Effort, and you, by Effort, 
funk into a Kind of Familiarity, which, without leading to 
Perfpicuity, borders upon Meannefs. He was great by the 
Energies of Nature, and you were little by the Mifapplication 
of Art. He, to {hew his Strength, piled up huge and rugged 
Mafles of \ earning, and you, to fhew your Skill, fplit and 
ftiivered them into what your Brother Critic calls ^ ^y\y^xloi 

* The words which Longinus ufes in clefciibing the Chara^er of 
Timaeus, may,' with a very little Change, be applied to Warburton, 

'Awg Trt jixfv -TraXJut Ixavc;, yy WfOf Xoywv bioli {XtySo; an af5,;9;* wiBXuffiwg, liriwjjixej-f 
flrtsjiv aXXo7ftitf» jtxtv |X«yx7txw7a7of KfxetfhifJuetloJtf tbracuoByfh; i« »5,'<iflr* vtco hi t^umi th 
^y«; yotitrn; art yuyiiy TtdKKdxtg Ix'nivi/hf c'i; to teu^ixiifctl^ft LoDglD* ^eSt^ 4* 
7 Vide Longin. Se£t. io» 

L 3 yfti 
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xal d^ocrJifiKlci. He fomctimes reached the Force of • Longi- 
nus, but without his Efcgance, and you exhibited the Intri- 
cacies of Ariftotle, but without his ExaflneCs. 

The Language of Warburtoh is, I believe, generally allowed 
to be abrupt, ioartificial, and undifciplioed ; iriegular as the 
Mind of the Writer, and tinged with many diverfified Hues, 
from the rapid and uncertain Courfe of his cxtenfivc and mif- 
cellaneous Reading. As to your Lordfliip, whatever Likenefs 
fome prying and morofe Obfervers may have traced between 
you and Vertumnus in the Verfatiiity of your Principles, the 
Comparifon muft not be extended to the Features of your 
Style, concerning which, if we fhould grant the Mil/e Ornatus 
to belong to it, we cannot add, without the groffeft Hypocriff, 
or the moft vitiated Tafte, Mille decent^hnhet. Let me, how- 
ever, commend both you and the Biftiop of Gloucefter, where 

•When t celebrated Commentary upon Horace was firft publiihed,Maloncj 
Reed, Farmer, Tyrvvhiti, Stefcvens,ihetwoWartons,Burke,.and in his criti- 
cal Capacity, Dr. Johnfon,had not come forward as the Guides of the Public 
Tafte. This is some fort of Plea for fettrng Warburtcm at the He«d«f Eo* 
ghfhCritics. I cannot fo readily account for theSuperiority aHigned him over 
Longinusand Ariftoile, uolefs the Commentator had read their Works, as 
Warburton was now and then fufpef^ed of reading them^in a French Tran- 
ilation. Oar critic knew, " that it was noteuery fFood, that wiil jnake ^ 
Mercury'*, and yet he coinp1iiT>ents Warburton, '* as if Nobody would 
** difpiue the Fitnefs of that, which was growing fo near the Altar." See 
Note on Line 15 of the Epiftleto Auguftus. 

The Commentator, it feems, was offended with Lipfius for " exatting 
*« an Archbifliop of Mecklin, with Pagan Complaifance into the Order ctf 
** Deities*. I wi(h ta know, whether, if he had written the Dedication 
to Horace in Latin, he would have found it confiilent with his own 
Chriilian Complaifance, to have caHe<l Warburton a D^as in Criticifm, 
jul\ as Scxvola calls Craffus in dicendo Deum^ and asCatulus calls Anto* 
nius in difpojitione Argumentorum T>eum (Vid. Lib. 1 and a de Orat.) 
and as Cicero, in addrcfling the Senate after his Return from Exile, fays 
of Lcntulus, that he was the Parens it Deus noftra vitcCt fortuncsy memO" 
ri^y nominis, &ff. I am far from wifiiityg to apoldgize for the ihocking 
Adulation of Lipfius, or to recommend the abovcmcntioned Ufe of Deus 
to a Modern Writer of Latin. But, I fufpedl that no Man» whounder- 
Itands the Latin Language, will fipd more of the Spirit of Flattery in the 
Word D^us reflrained and limited by its Subject, than in the pc nvpous 
Pageantry nf Piaifc fpread by the Commeoutor over the Revd. Mr. 
WiiburioD, uhen the Ucicr was advancing fait towards a Bifliopnck. 

/ Commend- 
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CbmtnendattoOi is due : and let me beftow It, not with t)it 
thrifty and penurious Meafure of a Critic by JProfeffion, nor 
yet/ with the coldnefs and Languor of an envious Ant^^gonift^ 
but, with the ardent Gratitude of a Man, whom, after many a 
painful Feeling of Wearinefs and Difguft, you have refreJlied 
nnexpededly, and whona, as if by fome fecret Touch of Magic, 
you have charmed and overpowered with the moft exqutfite 
Senfe of Delight. Yes, my Lord, in a few lucky and lucid In- 
tervals between the Paroxyfms of your polemical t*rebzy, til the 
laughable and all cheloathfome Singularities which floated upon 
the Surface of your Diiflion, haVe in a Moment vani(hed, while^ 
in their Stead, Beauties eiqu^lly ftriking from their Suddennefs, 
their Originalityi and their Splendour, haveburft in a *' Flood of 
Glory" upon the aftonifhed and enraptured Reader^ Often lias my 
Mind hung with Fondnefs and with Admiration over the crowd* 
ed, yet clear and luminous Galaxies of tmagel7 <)Ufuled through 
the Works of Bp. Taylor, the ihild and liofullied Luftre of 
Addifon, the variegated and expanded Eloquence of Burke, 
the Exuberance and dignified E^fe of Middleton, the gorgeous 
Declamation of Bolingbroke, and the majeftic Energy of Jobn- 
fon^ But if I Were to do Juftice, my Lord, to the more 
excellent Parts of your own Writings and of Warburton's, I 
(hould fay that the Englifli Language, even ih its wideft Ex* 
tenty can not furniOi Paflages more ilrongly marked, either, by 
Grandeur in the Thought, by ^ Felicity in the Expreffion, by 
Paufes varied and harmonious, or by full and fonorous Periods. 
I mud beg your Lordihip's Pardon for a little feemiog Irre- 
gularity in the Order of my Remarks. To feparate the Cha- 
- raAer of your fpeculative Writings, whether in Criticifm, or 
Theology, from the Merits of thofe which are more purely 
and profefledly controverfiali is no eafy Talk. Warburton, in 
bis rapid Marches and Counter-marches from {Profane Learn- 
ing to facred, and from facred to profane, always found or 
created Opportunities, for (kirmiftxing with fome rival Novelty^ 
or combating with gladiatorial Fierceaefs fome inveterate, and 

' • See the Charaaer of Bayle Sea 4th 6. iRof the D« L. Defcriptton of 
the Infpcaors gcpcral over clerical Faith, P. a6. Vol. 3<J. The difierenfi 
Chara^crs of Eloquence P. 55 and 54 in the Doadoe of Grace, and above 
all, the Reprefenta ion of the Chriftian Church in the lattodufHon ta 
Julian Edit. 1751. 

Inflcad of referring particularly to beautiful Faffages in Warbttfton't 
Friendy I (hall only fay, that fome may be gleaned, here and there, even 
io his critical Writings, tliat many are to be found in thofe which treat of 
Politiics,and more, when he'alcends to Subject of Morality and Religion. 

L 4 tktri^ 
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thfrefare obnoxious * O^ptnion., la many, alfo, df (he KaWt- 
ciciOQS afcnbed to your Lord(hijp« as well as in thofe of yomr 
patron, it may be obferved, that you feldom-difpiitc ^without 
Jtn Itch for Cviticifm, and feldom cruicife without a Rage, for 
pifpute. Pardon mc, however, if, fmnmoning tljie wbok 
Force of my Mind, 1 thus balance you and the Bp, of G. at 
your Admirers, if they had dipped into Perfxug, woiiM ex* 
claim, In rafts antithetis^ 

To grapple with the unwieldy, was among the Frolicks o£ 
Warbui^ton, whilft your Lordfhip toiled in chafing the fubtle. 
He often darkened the Subjcft, and you perplexed it. ffc, 
by the Boldnefs and Magnitude of his Conceptions, over- 
whelmed our Minds with Aftoniftimcnt, and you, by tbjc Siof 
gularity and Nicety of your (j^uibbles, benumbed them with 
Surprize, ]fd him, we find our intclleftual Powers cqj^paadcd 
and invigorated by the full and vivid Reprefentatipa, which he 
fimetimes holies up, both of common and uncommon Objedlg, 
whife you, my Lord, contrive to cramp and to cripple them by 
til the tedious Formalities of minute and fcrupulous Analyfifc 
He fcorned every Appearance of foothing the Readier into At- 
tention, and you failed in almofl: every Attempt to dec^ bim 
into Convifllon. He inftrufted, even where he did not per* 
fuade, and you^ by your petulant and contemptuous Gibe$» 
difgufted every Man of Senfe, whom you naight othervi^ife have 
amufed by your curious and (hewy Conceits. 

Converfant as I may be in the moft celebrated Writings of 
theWarburtonian Se£l, I confefs my fclf unable to expatiate 
after your Lordfliip's Manner, upon their ronaantic Freaks of 
Aflfeftation or Spleen in the Choice of their Subjefts — oppa 
the ftately Array, or the grotefque Machinery of their Argu- 
ments — upon the wanton Corufcations of their M^taphors^ 
•fid the ^^ bafelefs Fabrics of their Vifions" in AUegories and dou" 
Hh Senfes — upon the rambling Dlgrcflions into which we arc dir 
Tdried, and the intricate Labyrinths in which we are bewildered 
by their Notes— upon the luxuriant and vicious, as well as upon 
the more chafte* and more happy £mbelli(hments of their Style, 
licave therefore this Land of Phantoms and Wonders to be ex- 
plored by fome dainty Commentator, who, like Launcelot *, 
" hath plantf d in his Memory an Army of good Word%'* and 
'who, like your Lordftiip, *1 would for a trickfy Phrafc defy the; 
<* Matter.** Let me, lio^^ever, drop a few Ren^arks upon 
fhofc unfparing and undiftinguiihing Sallies of Ridicule whicb 
» The Biftiop would have faid Prejudice. The Authorities of Fletcher 
and Bacoa prot«A iK« Word uniet$rate from the Charge of Latinifm. 
' ' ' * •Sec McrcWt of Venice. 

bav«i 
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havetKseo ^n^Iojf^4> ^etiR)^^ to adorn, ajid (btnctWs to en^ 
/frci\^X\x.ike- "^, lijght aod the folid Whimfies/' both the CritU 
cal Chi'cgierasj^^ad thcTheolqgical Dogmas of the Warburtoniai| 
ScbopI, 

Wit was ia Warhorton the fpontaneous Growth of Nature, 
ivbile, ifk your Lord(hip, it fcemed to be the forced a.nd. uq- 
mellowisd fruit of S$udy. He, in thefe lighter Exertions, 
ftill preferved his Vigour, as you, in your greater, feldom laid 
afide your FUppaqcy, Hq, perhap? with better Sqccef§ thai> 
JPeiiipfthenes, fei^ed rii^famam Dtcacis, and you, with Sac- 
cefs not qui tQ equal, aimed at the Praife of + Urbanity, , He 
flamed upon l)i« Reacjgr? with the Brilliancy of a Meteor, ancj 
you fcattered around them the ScintiHations ^ of a Firebrand. 

But in the Treatment of your refpefli^e, or, I ftioutd rather 
&y,, your cqn:imoH Antagonifts, the Similarity of your Preju- 
^jj^^s was a Unle ofatfeured by the Inequality of your Talents. 

Some of the Difp^tants, whom Warburton would have 
fcarpd with ferocious Defiance, you, my Lord, condefcended 
only to infult wijth cool .DeriCon. Others, whom he would 
have jCrujQied by dogmatical Cdntradiftion, you were cohtept 
to, teafe by c^ptiqus Mifreprefentaiion. He, from his towering 
apd dfftant HeighliSi ruflicd down upon his Prey, and, difdain-r 
if^ the oftentatious Prodigalities of Cruelty, deftroyed it at a. 
l^jiow. But you, ujiy Lord, contraft4ng,as it were, and diftorting 
the nobler Shape which. Nature had really beftowcd uppn.youj 
" tppk, w.ha]t to fonje may appear a p^erverfe and abjeflt. 
PJeafure, in cra>vHng upon the Earth. Yet, in thisxery Choict 
jof Situation, Artifice ^yas blended with Whim : ?or, you en- 
tiered upop it as a Sort of. Vantage-Ground well adapted to your 
jurpofe^ that you might fpring upon an Enemy more fuddeoly, 
and pierfje him more fupely : That you might protra(5i or. ftipr.teo; 
hie Tprn^ents, at your own capricipus Will : That you might, 
ikarpen them to try the SenfibUity of the Sufftrer, or allay them,- 
when your Juftice,,, (hall I fay ? or your Anger, was fatiated. 

And here, my Lord, inftead of pufhing any farther 
the GoQtraft between yoii; in. Points where you appw i^nlik^ 

* Siec Frier's Aln>a. Book id. 

j t Yi<ie Q^iptil • Lib. -6 . Cap. g . 

i 3 Haviag rifgaed two Mejapbors in this Paragraph, I was prevented 

by my F«ar of bjis Lonifliip's critical Artiikry from borrow-, 
ing a tbiid, to infcrt in the Text. But I am ready to ^jvc up either or 

|bj>th pf tbera ^o my Readers, if, adopting the much ftropgcr Phrafeology 
of a oj^T^ijgfea^r Ny^ric^jrtluui-l am,<hcy will fay, that •* in his Lordfhip 
*« we jirc provoked at the Venom of the Shaft, but in Warburton are terJ 
f« rified at the Strength of the bow". Sec Johnfon's Cliara61cr of Juniut 
ittlui Political Trafiks. qj. 
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or unequal, 1 flidHy for a Moment, look back to tomep^rA* 
cttlars iQ which the Refemblance bet^reen you was moft con- 
fpicuous* Thofe Particulars are to be found, In your eager 
^ropenfity to Hart afide from the r^ular and common orbiC 
of Opinion upon every plain, every abftrufe, every trifling, 
and every important Subjeft — in your arbitrary and abrupt 
Deviations from the eftabliflied and common Forms of Language 
<^— in your unbounded Admiration of each other, and in your 
unrelenting Scorn of every contemporary Writer,by whom you 
feemcd to be lefs admired, than you were by yourfelves. Surely 
my Opinion does not clafh with any critical Canonjs promulgate 
cd by your Lordfliip, when I czW fuch Refemblance a clear and 
unequivocal Proof of Imitation. 

The Claims of Warburton to Originality, in fome of his 
Remarks upon the Philofophers of Antiquity, fome of his 
Emendations upon our great Tragedian, and fonae of his boalted 
Difcoveries in the Science of * Tlaeology have, as your Lord- 
(hip knows, not been indifcriminately and implicitly admitted. 
I appeal to your Candour, my Lord, and, if that Ihould fail 
me, to your RecoUeftion, for the Accuracy of my Aflertion, 
when I add, that feveral of thofe 'Claims have not only been 
■- difputed by the malignant OiHcioufnefs of Envy, but invali- 
dated and fometimes averthrown by the Rigours of impartial 
Criticifm. For my Part, however, I am difpofed to pardon 

♦ The Letter-writer to Leiand fays, that ** the unpopular Cry 
** againil Warburton is in tl)ii Country (iknced, that Men of Senfe and 
''Judgment, now confidcr his Paradoxes as very harmlcfs, nay as very 
' '' fober and certain Truths, and even vie with etch other in building upon 
** them the moft juft and rational Vindication of our Religion". This he 
reprefents ** as the prefent State of Things with us, and cfpecially they fay 
*< in the two Univerfities of this Kingdom". Now I reiided in one of 
the Univerfities foon after the Time, at which this Letter was published : 
I have fince vifited many learned and inquifitive Friends in the Sifter 
Univerfity : I have Iiad the Honour of converitng pretty much at large, 
with Men of Letters in the World : I have often been prefent when the 
Paradoxes of Warburton were diftuifed in Converfationyand yet, I never 
heard the ilighcell Whifper about that complete Revolution in the pub- 
lick Opinion, which our Letter-writer ib peremptorily alTerts and f» 
triumpihantly defcribes. After all, Men of Caadour will only fmile 
at thefe honefta et miJerUordia mendacia^ when employed to prop up a 
tottering Caufe; and perhaps Men of Refinement may confider them at 
•• a true Rhetorical Payment," very fit to be accepted by a Dublin Profef- 
for of Oratory. Our Letter-writer •* was called upon for' his Reckoning, 
*' and he difcharged it,'' not with Argument or Fa£t, but with Rhetori- 
cal Hyperbole. What was the Confcquence ? '< He who had not fpared 
** the Blfbop, demoliihcd*' the Letter- writer-*- See D. L« ?ol« 5^, 
P. 410. 

ap4 
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ittd even t» applaud the foffian Plmidei^ of an ' Adttnttirer, 
u^ho from the Stores of his own capacious and aftive Mind 
Was able to enrich and dignify his SpoiU— to mould them into 
tarious and ftriking Forms.->.to deck theiti with new^ aod be-> 
coming Ornaments, and apply them to Purpofes, at once, th* 
ftioft unexpeded and the moft fplendid. But, upon the petty 
Larcenies of his •« ^ Servile Imitators," upon the ' PlagiarifmH 

s I haVe adopted this Exprtffiot) from Biff)op Hallifax, ^bc^ in lh« 
fume Pa/Tage, Ailes VVarburtoo ** the mod iliitflrious Author of the 
Age.'* What Biihop Hallifax really is in the Republic of Learning, it 
can be no Difgrace for any other Scholar to be, and therefote I (hall, with- 
out Hefitatioti, apply « to ihe moft illnftrious Attthtir of the Agt>** the 
Ktme ef an **Aii venturer". Bifhop Waiburtoh in the bedicatton of tfao 
3d Vol. of the Divine Legation, reprcfents himfelf, as ** feized with 
** that Epidemical Malady of idle vifionary Men, ** ,the projeQing to 
•* inftru^ and inform the Public". See Preface to the laft Edition of 
three Sermons publijtied at Cambridge, by Dr« Hallifax, and the Dedi* 
cation oif Vol. 3CI. of the D. L. 

< Vid. Remarks on Hume's EHay, P. is* 

' My Meaning will be explained by the following Quotation which t 
give at length, as the fiook» from which it is taken, has become fcarce. 

* While the Bilhop is puffing and celebrating himfelf without Gfacfe 

* or Modefty for this wonderful Atchievfemcnt an Virgil ; which hfc 
J has accompltflied with the aid of Meorituf , he vonchfafet to drop 

* fome little Dew of Praife oa a Certain Zany of his ; and draws thac 

* little from Mr. Addifon, on wbofe Ruin chis puny (I mean able) Cri- 

* tic's Glory is to be reared ; as the faid Zany had reared the great 

* MoontehanVs on having totally cclipfed Ariftotle and Longinus. •' It 
•» wa^not thus (faysQurntus Fkftrin j that is, not as Mr. Addifonhat 
•* done ;) that an able Critic lately explaiocd Vir^irs noble Allegory in 
" the beginning of the Third Georgic**, &c. * It was not indeed ; for 

* Mr. Addifon looked into himfelf and his own Ideas only ; the able 

* Critic (forgetting PeriJus's Rule, n<f // qu^verh ixtra) looked into 

* F. Catrou : In whom he found all that his Mader fo applauds, and 

* exahs, only not qoite fo fine-drawn and wiie*drawn. Pox takechofe 
' Kafcals who lived before us 5 faid a picafant Fellow : They have ftoleii 

* and run away with all the good Tilings 1 ihculd have faid. Tis all 

* the Vleurl'.us's and Catrou's are good for. When the late D. of R, 

* kept wild Bealts, it was a common Div^rGon 10 make two of his Bears 

* drunk (not metaphorically with Flattery j but literally with iltong 

* Ale) and then daub them over with Honey. It was exctllcnt Sport ta 

* fee hpvv, lovingl) (like a couple of Critics) they would lick and claw. 

* one anotlier'. Vide. Confufion worfe confounded, P. 74. 

of 
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of thofe, who pilfered, bccaufc they could not invent, and 
difguifed, becaufe they could not improve; upon Poverty 
fcreencd by OftenUtion, and Arrogance leagued with Fraud, 
every intelligent Reader muft look, down with Emotions of juft 
and poignant Contempt. 

There is one advantageous Point of View, my Lord, in which 
fomediftinguifti'.ng Charafteriftics ofWarburton prefs themfelves 
upon my Notice, and, in Rcfpeft to which, I muft leave fomc 
abler Writer to draw the Parallel between you and your fup- 
pofed ArchttypCyfifar as fuch a Parallel may be confiftent with 
Decorum and with Truth. 

Th^ Bifliop of Gloucefter, amidft all his Fooleries in Criti- 
cifm and all his Outrages in Controv^rfy, certainly united a 
mod vigorous and comprehenfive IntelleA with an open and a 
generous Heart. As a Friend, he was, what your Lordftiip 
experienced, zealous and conllant : And as an Enemy, he pro* 
perly defcribes himfelf to have been * choleric, but not im« 
placable. He, my Lord, threw a Cloud over noMan*s brighter 
Frofpcfts of Profperiiyor Honour,by dark and portentousWhif- 
pers in the Ears of the Powerful. He, in private Company, Waf- 
ted no Man's good Name, by (bedding over it the cold and 
deadly Mildews of Indauacion. He was too magnanimous to 
undermine, when his Duty or his Humour prompted him to 
overthrow. He was too fincere to difguife the natural Haugh- 
tinefs and Irritability of his Temper under a fpecious Veil of 
Humility and Meeknefs. He never thought it expedient to 
fa ve Appearances by fliaking off the " ^Shackles of Confiftency'* 
—to foften the hideous Afpeft of certain uncourtly * Opinions 
by a calm and progreflive Apoftacy-. to expiate the arilefs and 
animated EfFuflions of his Youth, by the Example of a tempo- 
rizing and obfequious old Age. He began not his Courfe, as 
others have done, with fpeculaiive Republicanifm, nor did he end 

* See the ConcluTion of Dr. Warburton's Letter to Dr. Lowth dated 
Winchefter, Sept. I7, 1756. 

* See Page 100 of the Remarks on Hume, 

* * I am told by one, whom I efteem the bcft Greek Scholar in this King- 
dom, and to whom the Hat of Bentlcy would have " vailed"^ that many 
notable Difcoveries might be made by comparing the variae Lcftiones, 
the Clippings and the Filina;s, the Softenings and the Varnifhings, of 
fundry conrtitutional Do£lrines, as ihcy crept by little and little into 
ihe different fuccefTive Editions of certain Political Dialogues. 
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it, as the fame Perfons are now doing, with praffical Tory- 
ifm. He was a Churchman without Bigotry — He was a Poli- 
tician without Duplicity — He was a Loyalift without Servility. 

Such, my Lord, on the brighter Side of his Charafter, 
was the Champion under whofe Banners you eniified : And if, 
in the eager Purfuit of Glory, you, fometimes, appeared to 
fwcrvc a little from the Precepts of a benevolent Religion : 
If you trampled, inadvertently no doubt» upon the eftablifhed 
Decorumsof civilized Life: Nay,ifyou rufhed, fomewbat, beyond 
the licchfed Violences of critical and theological War, yet, my 
Lord, it is in the Power of Obfervers, difpaffionate and. impar- 
tial as I am, to urge in your behalf fome Pleas, the Truth of 
which will not haftily be difputed. 

The diftinguifhing Virtues even of the beft Men, may, for 
a Time, be eclipfed by particular Situation. While, therefore, 
we allow your Lordftiip all the Praife, which is due to habi- 
tual Difcretion and con(iitutional Gentlenefs, we are by no 
means furprifed, that, in the Service of fuch a Leader, you 
were now and then hurried into Raftinefs, ftiarpened into Acri- 
mony, or betrayed into llliberality. We rather lament, that 
the better Propenfities of your Mind were fufpended,and,indeed, 
overborne, by the Fafcination of Warburton's Example, the 
Sternnefs of his Commands, and, with all due Reverence let 
me add, the tremendous Severity of his Threats. We mourn 
over the common Infirmities of human Nature itfelf, when we 
recolleft, that> with a Temper, which efFeftually preferved 
you from the tumultuous Fervours of Enthufiafm, and with 
Talents, which might have procured you Succefs in the regular 
and ordinary courfe of controverfial Hoftilities, you were dif- 
pofed, or, I would rather fay, dejiined to become the Herald 
of the fturdieft Knight Errant, that ever fallied out in Queft of 

literary Crufades. To become the Apologift, nay, the 

Avenger of a ftaunch Polemic, who attacked with blind and 
lieadftrong Fury, the moft unexplored Faftnelfes of Impiety, and 
the moft venerable Citadels of Truth. — To become the Drudge 
of an imperious taflc Maker, who finding himfelf accompanied 
by a Train of feeble and officious Dwarfs, fummoned them* by 
his fierce Mandates to plunge with him into every Difficulty — 
to triumph with him in every Vidlory — to make a difplay of 

their 
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t\m Fidelity or t*>«r Zed in ercty wiM »nd ckfp^rate At* 
<j)te¥en(iQQt» which he was himfelf emboldened to underfakey hf 
the Confcioqfoefs of his own gigantic Strength. " The Staff 
*^ of hi8 Spear was like a. Wea^rers vBeatn, and one beariog a. 
** Shield'* always " went before him.'* From this Paragraph; 
mj l,*ord, you may pcrcclne, that, however fearful I may be 
of offeodicg you bycoarfe and extravagant Ftattcry, yet, I can, 
upon a proper OccafioB^ ftep forth to (heiter you from excef- 
£v9 2vd nndiflinguiChtng Reproach ; that I can paltiate the 
Failings, which it were Atameiers to deny: And that 1 can at 
li^d explain thofe Peculiarities, whkb, in Tertrvs of d^peA and 
iU)quaU6ed App<robatiaB> it might ftagger even your Lord(hip^9 
Refolution to defend. 

TheS«ccefs, indeed, with which I have juft now aflTumcd the 
Language of an Advocate, induces me to venture upon the 
more arduous, but more picaCog Talk of an Encomiaft. Witfi 
your Lordfliip's Permiffioa, then, I wiUcontraft the fulicn ObftJ- 
uacy, or, if you pkafc, the delicate refer ve of our Letter- 
Writer, with the FraokBefs and Magnanimity of the Biflwp 
ofLit€hfield. 

This Prelate, it feenw, had fomaerly publifhed fome anony- 
mus Remarks npoo Mr. David Hume's Natural Htftory of Re* 
r^ion. Oar L6ttar- Writer, alfo, profefles to ** have his Reafons 
ibr a4drefiing Dr. Leiand in a public Manner'^ without inform* 
iQg hm expikidy, * tuba he was. Thus far then each of 
ihefe Combatants a^ed with prudence, in beginning their 
«• Peedd wiihottt a Naaae.'' But in the Sequel of their Hiftory, 
we (btU have Reafoo to confider , the^one as a Hero, and the 
other as b Coward. 

Hume, in fome Material* that he had prepared for the Hiftory 
of his own Life,, ventured to fpeak pcevifcly and flightingly of 
the above memioQ^d Remarks, as breathir^g forfooth ! the fpi- 

* Whate««r ^hc Pvafticc of lb* WarbuFttwitiw may be, Warburton 
l^vcs this Account of himiclf. " I am a plain Man, and on my firft 
» Appearance in this way, I told my Nanit, and who I bal«Qg«d to?'. 
Fftffecc to tho Dcfcnoc ©f liie D. L. 

rik 
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Fit of the Warburtoalaa ' School, and as written by Dr. Hvrd. 
What was the Confequeoce ? Why — the Dr. (now Bp. of L. aod 
C.) gracioufly permitted hia Bookfeller to republiih thofe Re- 
marka, boldly acknowledged the juftnefs of Hume^a cODJe^taret 
as to the Writer, and tvtfily referved the Privilege of " * e%* 
plaioing hiinfelf» if he (hould think it worth his while, max 
particolarly on the Subject. '' 

2 Among the numerotts Peculiarities of the Watburtonian School^ 
tone are more ftriking or more oifeniive, than the extravagant appliuCe 
which the Difciples bcftow upon their great Mailer. I have now and theft 
met with fiober-miiMled anil impartial Critics, by whom the Bp. of L« 
himfelf is thought not quite exempt fn>iD the Sin of Flattery, efpecialJf 
in his Dedication to the fecond Volume of Horace, where he reprefenu 
Criticifm, as advanced under the Aufpices of Warhurton to that ** full 
*f$hare of Glory**, which it had not reached by the Labours of a Longi- 
ntts and an Ariftotle. Now to foften a little the Impreilion, which ftidi 
vioUfit Language may make upon the Mind of the ReadeTy I wo«li| 
refer him to the Istrodu6kion to the Remarks on David Hume, whfre, 
(aa in Pages 9 and 10} the Writer arrogates to himfelf the Merit of 
** judging more freely and more fevercly of Warburron than perhaps 
^ his Enemies tbemfelvcs*', declares himfelf tlie " laft Mafi m ths 
♦• World, who out of a Fondnefs for Warburton's Nothm would negled 
*' or betray any uCeful Truth'*, and in (bortj^ reprefents himfelf as ** one. 
** who weighs his Arguments without confidering his Authority, or even 
''the difgracehemightbe thought to incur from the Confutation of them**. 
After peruiing the Ninth, Tsnth, Eleventh, Twelfth, and Thisteeikth 
Pages, the Reader, if he ha€ tafie enough to be a Commentator, will bp 
charmed at the Addr^f^ of this complimentary Inirodu£tion^ and, if he 
happens to be a Scholar, he may be tempted to apply to a certain mo- 
dern Charadler, what '* Experience reaching to fomething like pro- 
" phetic Strain", fuggefted to the Mind of two ancient Writers, 

llleei iiveu ^',kv a; irtfi rm; ^xu rng fiXlaj, to i) aTrop/viorov, dpi'kn t^ <iiytyhf •'^ 

vfoa^tfuffiTu Plutarch, de adul. & amic. Difcrim. p. 51* Edit. Xyland. 

Aperte adulantem nemo non videt, niG qui admodum tik excora. Cal- 
lidus ille et occultus ne fe infinuet, ftudiofe cavendum ell; : ni^c ^oim if 
cillime agnofcitur, quippe qui eciam adverfando f%p^ alTcntetur i etUri'' 
gare fe fimulans blandiatur atque ad e^xtremum det roanAiit, vincij|ue Sp 
patiatur, ut is qui illufus fit, plus vtdiHi: videacur- Cicfito 4fi Ami^iti^ 
Par. 26. 

♦ Sec Mr. Cydcirs Pieface. 

la 
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In a 5 Note replete with Vivacity and Eruditioti; Jdffid 
chaflized the Impertinence of the anonymous Letter* writef 
on the Delicacy of Friendftiip. Leland, alfo, in a Tone of 
manly Indignation, laid bare the Cavils, and baffled the Invec- 
tives, of the fame pert and fpiteful Pamphleteer, after he had 
pretended to *^ reduce the Rhetorick of his Antagonift to 
^* Reafon, and to pick up the loofe Ends of his Arguments 
•* as he found them any where come up in the Chapters of 
•' his Book." But the Efforts of thefe injured Men, to do 
ihemfelves Juftice, were not followed by the fame EfFefts, which 
Mr. Hume*s Complaint had produced on the nobier Mind of his 
Anfwerer. The Zeal of Dr. Hurd had not cooled by Time: 
His Fidelity was not diminiftied by Change of Station : His 
Courage was yet unfhaken and worthy of his Caufe. For, 
upon the firft Tidings of the obnoxious Sentence in Mr. Hume's 
Life, he defpifed it as a Calumny ; he braved it as a Challenge ; 
and then, he, without Hefiration, dropped his Malk ; he threw 
alide the ^ olayifMoc ottXo, which he had before carried into th« 
Field, and buckling on his truAieft Armour, he renewed the 
Battle. 

Our * Letter- writer, on the contrary, fcems to have been 
intimidated at the firft Approach of the Foes, whom he had 

5 This Note is printed among the Teftimonia Auftorum, and exempli- 
fies the Juftncfs of Quintilian's Obfervation. "Acutioreft ilia atcjucvclo- 
cior in urbanitate brevitas, cujus quiciem duplex eft forma dicendi ac 
refpondendi. Scd ratio communis in parte ; nihil enim in laceflendo 
dicipoteft, quod non eiiam in repercucicndo," Vide Quintil. deRifu Lib. 
6. Cap. 3. ^ Vid. Eurip. Phocnifs. Vers. X129. 

^ Vid. ^fchyl. Sep. Con. Theb. vers. 518. 

• I have aflume^, that the Letter to Dr. Leland and the Diflcrtation on 
the Delicacy of Fricndibip were the Coinage of the fame Mint, for they 
bear the fame Impreffioa of Petulance and Cavil. As the Diflcrtation it 
addrcffed to Dr. Jortin in ai>epifto|ary Form, I call the Author of it the 
«* Letter-writer.*' But the Reader is defired not to be precipitate in con- 
^ founding this anonymous Letter-writer with the Rcmarkeron Mr.Humc 
whofe Name is known, I have rayfclf fo diftinguilhcd them, as to give 
no Encouragement to the invidious Surmife, that the Letters, and the 
llcmark» were not written by different Perfons, 

wantonly 



WiotSnly pi-ovoked- -He retreated froiti the Coated with a 
C^audon not lefs inglorious thaii the Precipitation with which 
he had eftgaged in it— IJe did not coildefcend to repubiilh hitf 
Railings— He did not attenipt td viddicate his MifreprefeOta-^ 
tions — He did not dare to difcoVer his Name. Wheii Lelaad 
•ppofed him with ArgutxiedtSy and Jortin harailbd him with 
Wit, he had neither the Si^irit toreply^ nor the Honefty to 
rctraft. 

Now, ihy Lord, it feeniS to nde a Ta(k of lio great Difficulty^ 
to explain this Difference of CdnduA^ in the Prelate^ and the 
Letter-writer; D^vid Hnme^ we are told» and upon the Au- 
thority of ode, whofe Produflions ate »^/^mi^ exempt from* 
the fame Charges—- David Hume, was a '' ^ captious terfatile 
•* and evafive Writer. He was 4 pun jr Dialeftician from the 
*' North, who came to the attack with a beggarly Troop ofrout- 
*^ ed Sophifms. He ^as the philofophic Head of a philofophic 
<< Gang, who dealt in mere * Pedlars Wares df Matter and 
*• Motion." He, it (hould fcem, was dot worthy of ** elabo- 
" rate Animadverfions adapted to the Inftruftion ot Enter- 
•* tainmedt of learned Readers," though his Anfwerer, doubc^ 
lefs, was capable of writing fuch Animadverfions, whenfoever 
the Dignity of the Subjeft, or the Talents of his Adverfary, 
ftiould require it. But an Hour, even a " vacant Hour*' whea 
employed by Dr. Richard Hurd ** was i'ully fufficient to ex- 
«* pofe to the Laughter of eviry Man that could riad^ the Fu- 
" tility. Licence and Vanity of Mr. David Btunie." All this 
had been faid pnce, and therefore might be faid ^^<7/ff with, 
equal Effeft. It was faid juftly the firft Time, for David 
Hume was an Infidel : and it was faid moft properly a fecond 
Time, for Dr^ Hurd was now a Bi(hop. Bot^our Letter- 

M writer 

9 The Reader will find thefe choice Ext>rei1ions in the feventh, the 
eleventh, and fourteenth «nd twenty -£rft Pages of the Remarks on 
Hunie's Eftay. liUlctd,*' the whole Thing is full of Curiolities.*'Page.l5« 

' <* A-^ the Critic in what Ca(es tropical and figurative Expreilions 
** are Faults in Compofition. Me anfwcrs, when they are grof» 
«< and indelicate $ puerile or frigid : or When they ars difproportioned 
** and utterly unfuicable to the Subject. He telU you, for Ini^ance, that 

«« if 
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writer *'^ had to do" (as Warbortoa fiiys) \irith Antagooiftft of 
i diffcrenc Clafs. The Bi<^apty€r of Philip of MacedoD, and 
the Author of Remarks upoa EcclefisUlical Hrfiory had a Right 
to expeAi from their clerical Opponent, a milder and more ref« 
^eAful ' Treatment»ihan that, which the Bp. of L4 bad given to 
8 Sceptic, who fcoflPed at all the I^ripciples of Religion, and who 
had endeavoured to loofen the ftrongeft Obligatioos of Morality. 
Even the atrocious Guilt of diflfentiog from Bp. Warburtoa 
had not entirely effaced the Remembrance of their Attaimnenta 
at Scholars* or of their Virtues as Chriftians. By the general 
SoiFrage of the Public, and, I fufpe£l, my Lord, in the^i-* 
crti Eftioiation of the Letter-writer* thefe two excellent Meo 
were not to be annoyed agnin, ondMgain by the poifonous hx^ 
rows of Slander, and bereaved of thcifacred Rights of Repn- 
tatien, with ptrpetual Impunity to an unfeen, unbluihing, un^ 
feding AcGufer. 

To the ^ Remarker, who eloquently talks of borrowing his 
Swdtd froto Warburton, becaufe Warburton had *• ' borrowed 
it from the Sanduary/' I would not uncharitably impute any 
lurking Bias towards the bafe abd perilous Maxim, that 
*' Means are fan£bi6ed by Ends.'' But, if the venial Prejudicea 
of the Public prefent him with Advantages of another Kind, 
why (hould he not avail himfelf of them ? The Glare of aft 

<< if DfiUotTHBNBt really ufed futh M<taphor« as thoTe, which his Ad* 
« vcHary objefts to him, " 'the State is packed uf and matted.'' They. 
«• thread us like lieedies &c." He juftly incurs the Cenfure of adopting 
*^ grofs and illit>eral Similitudes oh an OccafiOAfVi^hich required Decency' 
*^ and Gravity**. Cap. 5. p, 31. £dic Q^iart. Ljcland oa the Principlea of 
Human Bioquen^. 

* See Preface co the Divine Leg^ation, publlflied 1740. 

Hi the Letter-writer be as well rerfed inQ^intilian,as the Commentator 
upon llorace is i'uppofed to be, he might remember, though late, this in-- 
ilru£^ive PafTa^e. Qjaidam fuat ita receptae Audoritatis ec notae verecua^. 
dia^, at nociti^ra (it ih eos dicendi petulantia, Q^intilian. Lib. 6. Cap. 3,. 

^ I am nbc q lite facisfied with this Word, tho\^gh Johaion in bi« 
TMdit6hzryt affixes to it the Authority of Wans. I ufe it from Necef- 
iity,or at Teal^ for the Sake of avoiding the tirefome Periphraiis of faying^ 
«* the Writer of' the Remarks." 

• Page fevcQ of the Remarks on Hume. 

'« AuthorV 



[ '63 i 

Atimor*8 Sitcmtiofi ia ^pt tb da^tele cominoti Headers, aad ta 
hide from tbcir View the Deformities of his Writings. When 
tb» *' difcordant Din ackj Clamour of Ignorance and PrepoC- 
" f«£Qon have been raifed agaipft a Writer, they prepare the 
•• Way for the dWine dnd ^ canfeniient Harmony of Praife" 
in Favour of every Aflailant, ^yho fupplies the Want of Strength 
hy Agility or Venom. Amidft thcfe, or fimilar Clrcum- 
ftaoces, R ikilful Difpucanc will find it eafy to exercife his 
Craftioefsi and even to glut his Ill-nature, without 4H»ap- 
peaHngt io the Hyes of fuperficial Obfcrvers, to facrifice his 
impartiality or liis Candoar- And if the Caufe which he de- 
fends, (hdula happen to be jufl, as well as popular, he need not 
be very fcrupuloqs about the Mann$r of defending it. Thus^ 
my i^rd, the fpnleft ' Scurrilities, when hurled by the Hand 

M % o£ 

^ See Hurd's Note on line 63 of the Eplftle to Auguftas. 

^ Let me afliire the Reader, that I have examined Mr. Humefs EfTnyK 
with too miich Attention, either'to be faduced by their fallacious Rea- 
Umlngif pr to be indifferent about their deftru6live ConleiiueQces to the 
ficred Intejrefts of Morality and Religion. But, while I enter thit 
iinceire and folemn Proteft again ft the philofophical Tenets of a rooft able* 
but moft dangerous Writer, I cannot indifcriminately approve of ch* 
Temper in which our Remarker had been pleafed to ** maintain the 
** moft awful Truths, and eseemplify the (mprc^fion made upon ihe Wri* 
*' ter'» own Heart."' Vid, Pag. 1 a of the Remarks, 

I do not juAify in all In^ances, the real or affe£led Moderation of 
thofe* who would '« Combat flagitious Tenets with Serenity.'* But I 
have my doubts, ho^ far/ upon fuch momentous and awful Topics^ the 
muUit et cum gravifa»4t/ facetia ttn be employed wttk Propriety, and 
thofe Doubts are certainly not at all vemored by the Experiment of the 
Right Reverend Remarker upon Mr. .Hum<;*8 £(fay. The Religionift, 
as ^ell as the Orator, ne dicet ^uidem falfe, cjuoties potent, et diAum 
potius aliquando perdet, ' quam minuet au£toritacem. ^cabit ne jpetu- 
lans, ne fuperbum, ne loco, ne tempori alienum yideatur. Vid. Quio- 
til. Lib. 6. Cap. j. Bur, to pafs over from the Rematker to our I et- 
ter-writer, the latter I believe, will not give me a place in bit Cacalogiao 
of '< foft Divines and courtly Controverfialifts.^ Inftead* however, of re^ 
torting the Compliment, I ihall <* take leave" to qudoe ia my Behalf^ 
the Anfwer of a Spanan, which Plutarch has recorded, und which tks 
Rt. Reverend Remarker, if he had ilumbled upon it, might have detga^ 
ed> pcrlijipsy to place in the front of his Strictures upon Hume^a filTay,' 

Plutarch* 
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df a Biftiop agaiDft a repute^ Atheift, would be received with 
the loudeft Burfts of Applaufci %M, furely, the loudcA Storms 
oF public Odium would beat around the Head of the fatyrical 
Sophift, If he (hould, a fccond Time, venture to let loofc his 
Petulance and his Virulence againft tWo Gharaftcrs le/s Inju- 
rious than the Atheift to the Interefts of Society, and lefs of* 
fenfivc to the Feelings of the Wife and Good. In vain would 
the OfEinder exclaim, that he was *• only iu Sport"— that 
he had " put forth only half his Might"— that he meant only 
to pelt his Adversaries with trim Urbanity, with oblique Infi- 
nuation, and all the iigfifref miffive Weapons of the controverfial 
Armoury. . - '♦ 

While, therefore, we commend the Modefty of Bp. Hurd, 
when, by the Mouth of his Bookfeller^ he ** " declares himfelf 
*^ forry, that he could not take upon himfelf the whole Tnfamy 
** of the Charge brought againft him by Mr. Hume," we are 
at no Lofs to account for the Caution of the Letter- 
Writer, when he forbears to plead guilty by his own, 
Mouth to the weightier Charges, which had been alledged 
agaipft him by a Leland and a Jortin. And, in Truth, my 
Lord^ the Charge of having calumniated fuch Men in fucb a 
Manner^ is fo very formidable, that, even among the bigotted 
Admirers of Warburton, not more than one can be found, with 
fufficicnt Effrontery to defy the whole Infamy, or fufficient 
Ingenuoufnefs to confefs, that he deferved only a Part. 

Your Lordftiip will anticipate me in obferving fuch Par- 
ticulars as belong in common co the Eflav and the Letters o£ 
which I have been (peaking. They had equally the Merit of 
being written in profeffed Defence of Warburton's <* Notions,'^ 
or ia profeffed Imitation of his • Style. Tbey had equally 

the 

Plutarch, de adulat* & amic. Difcrim. P. 55. In a moral Treatifc, De, 
▼inutibus et vitiis, afcribcd, I believe, crroncoufly to Ariftotlc, f^«rov»^:« 
is confidered as a part of Jufticc. 

• Sec Mr. CadcU's Addrcfs to the Reader. 

• I take this upon the Authority of the Remarker, who fays h of kiia- 
felf. AstotheStylcof the Letter-writer, where it is formed wpon nor 
Models eidier good or bad, the Particularities of it may, ia many Inilaaces^ 

' be* 
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the Honour of being ceDfured by the Perfons, againft whon» 
they were feverally pointed. They had equally the xMlsfortunc 
to be, at firft, condemned, and, afterwards, forgotten by the 
Public. The chief, though not the only Point, in which they 
differ, is, that tlie Effay has, and the Letters have not, been 
avowed and republiftied by their refpeftive Authors. Thi« 
Dcfeft, however, on the Part of the Letters, H (hall myfelf, in 
fome Degree, fupply, by undertaking voluniarMy the Office of 
Republication; and I, at the fame Time, *^^ali leave tho 
Author to complete, as far as he can, the Siri^lltude between 
the Bp. of Litchfield and himfclf^ by maki'ilg, *^ when he 
** (hall think fit'', an Avowal of his Name. Shonld fuch an 
Event, indeed, ever happen, the Example of the Biihop ia 
declaring bis Name may be produAive of more Advantages^ 
than were originally intended, or, is 1 fufpeft, even d^fired, 
by the R. R. Prelate himlelf. The immediate, ^nd, dbubt- 
lefs, the moft important Confequence of that Declaration, 
was to procure the full Meafure of Fame to a learned 
Theologue, . who had "earthed Mr Hume in tke obfcur^ 
** Regions of Philofophy where he lay rolled iip in the ^ Scoria 
•* of Dogmatift and Sceptic, run down tpgethcr.'* It*sfecon- 
dary, but not inconfiderablc Praife, will 'be, ' to bring down 
upon our fophiftical Letter-writer all that open and al] that 
heavy Diigrace, which he has long deferved to fuffer for hit 
moft unprovoked and unfounded Inveftives againft two iiiuftri* < 
ous Ornaments of Learning and Religion. To a Compenia* 
tion of fome Kind or other, thpy are certainly entitled : and 
your Lordfhip, i truf}, will concur with me iq thinking, that 
the Republication of the Books written againft them will more 
efFeAualjy ^pfwer this honourable and necefTary Purpofe, thao 

be thii^ nccpuntfsd for. ** When a Writcrdct ermines at any Rate to be 
«• original, nothing can hp expe6led but an awkward draining in every* 
" thing. Improper Method, forced Conceits and atfefted £xprei1ioa 
•* ire the certain Iflue of fuch Obftinacy. The Bufmefs is to be -.inlikei 
" and this he may very poiTibly be, but at the Expence of graceful Eafe 
*f and tr^ic Beauty. For he p its himfelf at bed into a convvilfed, un- 
'f natural State ; and it is well, if he be not forced befide his Pvrpofe, 
" to leave comnion Senfe, as well as his Model behind hm\ Sef thft 
Difcourfe on Pperic^l Imitation, Seft. a. 
^ Spc Remarks on Hume*s Effay, P. 9^^ 

M 3 adircft 
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« direct srgameotsitive Defeats which, as tbft SubjeQs ^f 
not exhaufted in Jortin's Note, or Lelaad's pamphlet, I ono^ 
intended < to prqjarc for the Prefs. It Will (hew by the 
brighteft Proofs, that Leland and Jortio fcatcely qee4 any ela- 
borate Jufiification : And that their Antagbnift, hoiweyerplau- 
iible in his Objeflions, or (mart in his Jlaiilery^ canpot* witboul 
tbf greateft difficulty^ be juQified by himrelf) or his Admirers. 

I will not apologize to your Lordftiip for tUU/eemiftg pi- 
grefBon. It may recall to your Memory the. Rapidity with 
which fome Readers will carry on their Concludoiis from>^^* 
cifc xopsrfinal Identity ; and it may, >lfo, cxercife your Sagacit]^ 
in tracing all the finer Ties, by which the Contraft between th^ 
Bp. of L. and the Letter- writer is conneifVed with tfae genera^ 
9od more obvious Purpofe of thb Dedication. 

Pardpn me, however, !my Lord/ tf^ as 1 advance towards 
the Clofe, ** I * get on that feducing iSubJeft, the Imtx)r^ 
*^ tance which every Writer is of to Wrafclf, and which 
^* makes me imagine^' that perhaps you may be temptdt 
f topu(h your Enquiries concerning me, fomcwhat fiirther.'* 

Your critical Writings, my Lord» have, by f^wSchdarSi 
been more frequently read^ or more carefully fludied, than bf 
siyfdf. I have ". ^ paced it" like % Homer ^s Maies> with manf 
ai weary ^tep,tbrough the \ Heights and the Depths ;' the OWi- 
<)uities and the Afperi ties ; the Archaifms and the Modernifms ; 
. tthe ftraioed Aoalogtes and the crooked Anomalies ; the rhcto^ 
rical FlouriOies and the logical QuaintoeflTes ; ' the coilo^iaal 
jFamiliarities and the oracular Solemnities,of your moft elaborate 
iod peerlefs Style. To faatch fo many varied Graces, was 
^t beyond tlie Reach of jour Lord&ip's Art. But I httl 
ipart^tfrom the higheft Authority, that *• the more generally 
*< the beft Models are nnderftood, the greater Danger therj ia 
«^of running intb that worft of literary Faults, fAiFedation.** 

* Page 8 of the Remarks on Humc» • See Letter to Lelaatfv 

4 TIoXXm ^' 4^<R'^>'kt, Aa?av7rt, 'Kn^M ci ioy^fXM r*?\Say. Jliad. IJ, ' 

S Tbc(c are itic ^«p«^r<i/ Cbara^eri of his Lord fliip's Style. But of tfie 
. p^ircicular Exceptions \ have before fpokcn, in Terms, toot merely of 
i^raifey but of Admiration. ' . 
. i Vide Hurd^ Note on Line 404. of Horace's Art of Poetry. 

Tbif, 
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Thtsy my Lord, is one of the Reafons which deterred me frcmi 
every prefuoaptuous Auempt to imitate your DiAioQ : asother 
Vfsis, the cooicious Difparity of my intelleAual Ppwers: ^od 
a third, not lefs efficacious than the reft, I (hall« with the moft 
paipfcil Relu£^aiice» now reveal. Let my Sincerity atooe for 
my lofenfibility^ when I confefs to you, that, often ts I have 
read, and much as I may admire your iearoed RefearcheiB, J fel- 
dom felt myfelf glow with that ent^ufiaftic Foodoeft for mf 
Original^ which is indifpfnfabiy nece/Tary to fuccdfsfu) Imi- 
•Cation. Defpairing, tlierefore, o( my Ability to accommodale 
the Manner of this Addrefs to your Lordfliip's refined Taftc» 
\ confoie myfelfwith refleAing, that, in the Mmtr 6f it, 
there is little, which cao giv? Oiience to your teodereft Senfi- 
bilities^ Yet, without aiming at " ' thofe mafter Strok^t^ 
•* which make the fovereign Charni of your Lordfliip's Writ- 
** ings/* I have, in one or two loftanccs, endeavoured, at leaft, 
to avail myfelf of a Pra^lice, in the Iliuftration of which yjcui 
have been the ableft, if not the firft. Critic in ** iettiog the 
" Judgmeot of the Public right/' 

Thus, my Lordj in the eflcntial Qualities, whether of pioib 
Relation to the Subje6^s of the Pamphlets now rspiiblkfaod, 
or of indireSi and Ikilful Panegyric (whenlbever / nuamt to 
be a Panegyrift) upon the eminent PerXooage to whom ^^ 
are iofcribed, this Dedication, I hope , will not be found defi^ 
cient* One of thofe Qualities is, indeed, fo obvious^ as to 
require no,£lucidattonyr0«9 a Comnuntary : And the other, if 
it be le(s promineut and lefs glaring, may yet be traced in tlie 
Conformity of this Addr«fe to the Example of Horace, where tip 
compliments the Emperor, not, with vague and uAappropriate 
,Pjraife, billy with fuch as fpriags up unexpededly, and y^ |ia^ 
lordly, from the Topics ^i^which he was treating. 

I know not, my Lord, to what Extent you agree widi the 
Atkt^or of the feventh Di&rtation, whcr^e lie * enuiaecates tke 

M 4 v'-pigft 

' to the CoDclufion of the Difcourfc oa Poetical Imitttioft. 
* &M tht DiSertation co the Delica&y of Frien<l&ip towards ^ €ob* 
«laii«ii« 
• . . -Tba 
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moft cffeftual Methods of '* doiog Honoiar to a Writer/^ Bur, 
for your Satisfaftion, as well as foritiy own Viodication, I wiH 
ftate the Inftaoces in which I have^ and thofe in which I havfe 
mt^ complied with the Rules, which this fupcrcilions Diftator 
pi'efcnbes. " I have glanced at you.*- *' I have fpared yooy 
.** Arguments." " I have called ypu learned." Perhaps, my Lord, 
I have, by Acidmty *' (jupted you." Thus far, as you m\\ 
eafily believe, it has been iny Fate, or my Endeavour, to do 
you Honour. But, leaft I (hould giye OfFence by doing you top 
much, Ihavewdf **adopted your Subje^." I have hot written 
againft you.-* I have not *' lent you any of my o\yn Arguments.'^ 
I haveuot ** called your Conjeftures ingenious or learpcd.-' I 
have not ** called you my Friend.^' Shalt T then congratulate 
my good Fortune, or commend my Judgment, in thus erring 
on the (iifer Side ? And may I hope toefcape the Severities of 
.your Lord(hip's Difpleafure, when I have committed lefs than 
Half of the OiFences imputed to Dr. Jortin ? The laft of thofe 
Offences will, indeed, under no Change of Gircqmftances, and 
thro* no Length of Time, be liaid to my Charge. I ain too hum- 
'ble, ipy Lord, to accept what I do not merit, arid too -proud tp 
claim for myfelf what I have never envied, when poflefled by 
other Men. Your Lordihip, therefore, will, I am confident, give 
jneCredit, when I aflure you, that I never have been, and never 
fliall be an Afpirant to that particular Sort of Diftinftion, which 
\s conferred by your Frienddiip. Eijfempted as I thus am, by 
my own Habits and Principles, by my efoteric and exoteric Tg'* 
nets, from one of thefe Crimes, it refts with your Lordfhip to 
guard me in future from four others, which I have hitherto 
efcaped. Let me, however, confefs to your Lordfhip, that 
isny. Innocence is not entirely fafe, and that, in Confequence 
of fuch Provocations as a Man of your DifpofitioQ ftoay 
llirow in my way, I may Aide impercep|ibly,or refolotely plunge, 
into a poft of greater Danger than that ypon which I hare^ . 
' The Letter- writer and 1 differ a little in our numerical,as well as moral 
Calculations. He has fet ^ovn eight Articles, where, according to my 
wav of counting:, are nine Thus, in ih^ laft, he lumps together the 
-A^6 of *« calling ^ IVlan learned," and palling him your Friend, under 
one Article. I think it more accurate to reprefent them as tWo« atul 
certaiqly it is more to my Purpofe to confider ihem apart. 
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pow entered. In fome Moments, vrhich I do not reckoii 
^moDg the v^eakeft of my Life, I have felt a pretty Rtong 
Inclination to '* adopt your Subjefts/' to " write again tt you,** 
to *• lend you fome of my own Arguments/* and ** to call** 
^ very few of *^ your conjefturcs ingenious, nay elegant.*' 
Should this Inclina^ioo hereafter return, and (hould your 
^ordfliipcompelme toipduigeit, by fneering at what you will 
call, the miferable Tra(h, ? and carping at what I (hall myfeif 
^1, the wholefome Truths, contained in this Addrets, I (hall 
figain ^* ghncc at you," I (hall again '^ qpote you/' I (haU 
figain '* call you learned*', and,to make Amepds for the repetitioa 
pf thefe heipous Faults, I am refolved not again to '^ fpareyour 

9 This emphatical, but indelicate Name is, I am tokl, given by our 
Ariftarchus to fome of Dr. Pricillcy's Writings, wlii^^h, together with 
. fhc Writings, probably, of fome other Doftorv, he turns ovpr to pr, 
B y, who, it (hould feem,i8 a Spendthrift of Time, and a ^ead^r 

pf zii/ucb Trafh. Now, I by no means alTent to the Opinions, which 
Dr. Prieftley has endeavoured to eftablifli in his Hiltory of the Corrupt 
pons of Chriftianity. I reverence the 7 alents,and applaud the £xertioo8| 
of his great Antagonift?, Mr. Badcock, Bp. Hociley, and Mr. Ho^es« 
But, it it be really a Wade pf Time for anydigniBed Theologuetoperufc 
^hat Hiilory, what ftiall be faid for the Wafte of Strength in three fuch 
learned Men, as have been employed in confuting it ? My Readers will 
pardon a few grave and trite, but pertinent and falutary Refle£^ions^ 
which the Subject of this Note has extorted from me* Men of high Stati* 
pn in the Church, and of high Reputation for Knowledge, (hould be cau* 
tious, in what Terms, and before what Hearers, they pafs Sentence upon 
Books, which they profeflfedly do not deign to read* A fpecious Criti* 
cifm, begotten, it may be, by RaflineliB upon Prejudice, and fodered by 
Vanity or I^I.natHre, as foon as it was produced— A random conjecture, 
fliddenly flruck out in the Confli£ts of literary Converfation— A fprightly 
EfFuiioij of Wit, forgotten .perhaps, by the Speaker, the Moment after ic 
was uttered— A fly and impertinent ^/i^^r, intended to convey more, than 
Vfos exprelTed, and more than could be proved, may have very injurious 
^ffe£ts upon the Reputation of a Writer. 1 fufpe£t, too, thar thefe iiffe&s 
are foinetimcs defigneirlly produced by Critics, who,6nding the cafy Recep- 
tion given to' their own Opinion^, prefer the Pride of Decifion to the 
Toil of Enquiry.' The Remarks of fuch Men are eagerly caught up by 
Hearers, who are incapable of forming for themfelves a right Judgment* 
pr defirous of fupiiortidg an unfavQurahli Judgment by the Sanation of t 
great Natae* They are triumpbantty repeated in promilcuous, and 
fomecimes, I fear, even in literary Aflemblies, and, like other Calum- 
nies, during t long and irregular Courfe, they fwell in Bulk, withotfc 
}p(ipf;«ny Portion of their origisal Malignity* 
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Argomcntg.'* In thia laft and W4)rft Stafip of Degeneracy, 
which it is pOi'Eble for me to reach, I (hail have the Satisfaftion of 
krK>wiDg, ihat, in my Conduft towards your Lordftiip, I mud, 
in two inftances, Hand acquitted of that Goilt,which Dr. Jortin 
is faid to have incurred by his Treatment of Bp. Warburtoii. 
As a Difputant, I fhall not infult you wfth a Difavowa! of Hoftt- 
lities. As a Criiic, I fliall not alarm you with a Menace of 
Friendihip* 

Whatever " nonfenfical Scepticifm," foroc Men may affeft, as 
to the Writer, of thefe Letters, it is not the Jargon of «* * noit- 
••fenfical Dogmatifm." to affirm, that, if he be really a dif- 
ferent Perfon from the Remarker on Mr. Hume, he could not 
addrefs them to any orher Prelate with fo much Propriety, as to 
yom^felf. Similarity of Studies, Inter^fts, and Temper, muft be 
ranked among the moft powerful Ingredients of Friendfhip 5 and 
Fricndrtiip, ray Lord, as you experimentally know, performs 
ks beft and proodeft Services in the Fwm of Dedication. Yet 
there are CUccafions, like the" prefent, on which Truth may be 
fpoken by a Dedicator, though he do not afpire to the more 
honourable Appellation of a Friend. I have already hinted to 
yoo, my Lord, that, neither in nay Eftimation of Book's, nor 
III my Attachments and Averfions to Men, I am happy enough 
to boaft of fuch Qualifications, as might expofe me to your 
Lordfhip's Regard in the latter Charafter. But in difcharg- 
ing the Duties o\ the former, my Failure, if I fboald fail^ 
is quite involuntary, and proceeds from the Want of Power, 
rather than the Want of Inclinatioii, to perpetuate t^ Remem^ 
trance of your Exertions in Defence ofBp, fVarburton. 

Knowing, my Lord, the rooted Antipathy which yofl bear, 
to long epiftolary Introduftions in claflical Writers, to long 
vernacular Sermons from Dr. Parr, and to long Latin Anno- 
tations from Philip D'Orville, I will take Care, in tfee Language 
6f the Warburtonian School, not to ftray beyond the Limits of 
a juft and legitimate Dedication, The Time of a chriflian Bi^ 
(bop is, lam aware, not lefs precious than that of a beatheo 
Emperor, and therefore I (hall be cautious, like the Romap 

* See the Remarks on Hume's EHTay. P' 99. 

Poet, 
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JPgCt, npt to ^iraPc it upoa a ? &wjg:ftfr ^^riiit?, than the Subjcft 
indifpeofabiy requires. 

Suffer me, however, before I enter upon my Conclufion, to 
recommend to ypur perufal a Greek Quotation, which, I am 
perfuaded, will not be lefs acceptable ioyoti, than it would 
have been to Dr. Jortin, becaufe it has been *' little bkwn upon*^ 
My Re^fons for introducing it are plain, but weighty. If, with 
a becoming Mi^cture of Courage and Tenderaefs, your Lord-. 
ihip (hould vouchfafe to grant the Patronage, which I uow 
aflc, in Behalf of thefe friendlefs, thefe namelefs, I will noC 
fay, thefe gracelefs Babes, you may, without any Imputation 
ff Arrogance^ app'y the firft Sentence <o yourfclf. On the 
jCX)ntrary« if from Motives which Tome Men may impute 
to Thnidlty, and others may charge with Ingratitude, you 
piould refufe t^at Patronage, th$n^ my Lord, every Reader, 
yho remembers your Conneftions with Bp. Warburton, your 
Encomiums upon him, and your Obligations to him, will 
^nd himfelf cotnpelled to make a very invidious Application 
pf thefecond. KaSawjf tsj Ig oi.\nm J/fvijOlvTaf, o» yivrnravTig 

OtiTintivn^MriV. '0» fxhf yif Hocfm Xiyifjopoi (ro^intki, &£ ri'^i 

pvrr^tf"*, 

[ ' • '■ • 

J The Comtpentator explains kitgo Sermntf** a long Introdu£kion% and 
)o the Ck>re of his'Note, he ioterweaves into the Word SermnM, the a4« 
ditional Meaning of *' familiar Converfacion.'* But to me, J confefa, tlie 
^Ord as ufedWre, fuggefts neither the one, nor the other Sen Ac : and. 
ivm withihe Aid of the learned Commentator, I am unable to fee/how 
it one iand the fame Waoe, ir holds two Meanitigs fo very remote from 
bach other. As to l9t^o^ the proper Meafure of it fecms to me,' not, 
IS is coitmonly fuppofed/the Length of any <other fpi^ conpared witli 
th^ Length of this, nor yet, as the Commentator fuppofes, theLespth of 
the Proem compared with the Len^h of the Epiftic, but, tha 
Length of tlfe'Epi Ale itfelf compared with the fixttnc and Magni. 
tudeof tlie Subjefi, Strmo is iifed here in the fame Senfe, which ic 
bears in Line 5.Xarmeo. 8, Lib. 3. of the Odes, ailicrethe Oofe of 
Bentley's. Noct mijy iUuftime this <Hfputed Paflage m ihe £piftle ta 
Aoguihis, 

« Cut 
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" * But to declare my Intentions at parting". Wheti thf 
Author of the feventh DifTertation, and the Letter to Dr. Ce- 
land, (hall come forward into the View of the Public, be 
aflnred, my Lord, that the Writer of this Dedication will 
no longer ftand tfpon the fmalleft Referve with your Lordftiip 
and your Admirers. 

He IS not an '* * Anfwercr by Profeffion*' and, except in 
the Vindication of the truly good, or truly great, he never wa$ 
an AfFailant by Choice, He knows, my Lord, and knowing he 
defpifes, the fordid Tribe of Parafites, who would ba(k in the 
Stmfhine of your Favour. He equally knows, and equally def- 
pifcs, all the (hallow Pretenders to Criticifm, who implicitly 
repoCe on the Authority of your becifions. Againft thefe Jack- 
alls of Literature, whofe Impertinence is of a Piece with their 
Impotence, he will not condefcend to wage a puny and inglo- 
rious War. 

Optat aprum, autfulvum defcendere monte leonem. 

But to your Lordlhip, when you are pleafed to fummon him, 
** he «//// think it worth his while to explain himfelf more 
" particularly", on the Reftitude of his Intentions, and the 
•< Juftnefs of his Aflcrtions." Prepared as he is to defend them 
againft fo unprejudiced and fo powerful an Antagonift, he 
anxioufly wiihes for an early Opportunity of throwing off a 
Dilguife, from which, even now, while he floops to the Ne- 
ceffity of wearing it, he fcorns to feck Proteftion. But the 
immediate Addition of his Name, however it might flatter his 
own Vanity, would neither conciliate your Lordfhip!s Favour, 
nor gratify, to any ufeful Purpofe, the Reader's Curiofity, 
Suffice it, then/ to fay, that he, as a Scholar, has always fur- 
veycd your Lordfhip's Charafter, without the Partiality of the 
Remarker, and without the Malignity of the Letier-writer— 
Ibat, as a Philofopher, he. has often found **^ Occafion to 

3 See Note on Line 417. of the Art of Poetry. 

4 Vid. Page 4 of the Second Part of the Defence of the D. L. 
s Vid, Remarks on Hunt's Eifay. P. 10. 

** cenfur^ 
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** cenfurc, where others admire** — That, as a Mao, he long ha« 
thought, and ever will think of you, with a Refpcft which 
falls fotnewhat (hort of Idolatry, and with Love, the *' more 
•* perfeft, bccaufc it caftcth out all Fear." 

I am, my Lord, your 

Obedient Servant, 

178&. The Pd I TORi 
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editor's preface 

TO THE 

Two Trafts of a W^arhurtonian. 

TH E two following Trafts arc fappofed to be the Pro- 
duftioiis of a great Author : They are profefledly drawti 
up in the Defence of a greater ; and they have, from their own 
intrinHc Qualities, many ftroog Claims to the Notice oJF Scho- 
lars. The Letter to Dr. Leland is d]ftingui(hed by a Sort of 
fparkling Vivacity and fpecious Acutenefs, which may, for a 
Time, reconcile the Reader to the Want of Solidity : And 
who will refufe the Pratfe, at leaft of Ingenuity, to the Differ- . 
tation upon the Delicacy of Friendihip ? Perhaps it is difficult to 
name a Book, where the Defefls of the Caufe are fo abundantly 
fupplied by the Skill of the Advocate, or, where the Barren- 
ncfs of the Subjefl is more fuccefsfully fertilized by the Fail'- 
ty of the Writer. But thefe literary Excellencies, liowevdr 
extraordinary, and however indifputable^ are not fufHcient 
to atone for the moral ImperfeAions which accompany them. 

If the Reader (hould haftily take Oi&nce at the fudden R^*- 
appearance of two Trafts, upon which the Author himfelf 
i»ught to look back with fospe faint Emotions of Shame, let 
him ferioufly weigh the Reafons, for whici/ tfaey are> a fecond 
lime) committed to the Prefs. 

By the Writer of ihcfe Pamphlets^ rbe Charaftcrs of tw^ 
very learned and worthy Men were attacloed with moft unproA 
«oked and unprecedented * Virulence. The Attempt to ttifle 
them is, however, a very obfcure and equivocal Mark of Re- 
pentance in the Offender, PublUzui deliberate Was the * Infult, 

which 

' The Spirit of thefe two Letters remincls me cf a PaiTage in Warbur- 
lon*t Dedication to the Free-thinkers, wliere he fpeaks of ** thetr Buf* 
^^fooneries, which like chewed Bullets, are again ft the Law X)f Arms ;'' 
<* and of chcir Scurrilities," which he c«lU ** the Stinkpots of their Oiieo- 
*« five War.*^ 

^ For every AmmadverHon, whkh I have made upon the Letter-wn> 
ter, I have taken Care to bring my Vouchers with tne in the Letters them, 
felvssf which are f^t before the Reader with their orijpsal Stock of M»ril 

and 
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Inrhich he offered to the Feelings of thofe whom he afiailea^ 
and therefore na Compenfatioh ought to be accepted^ which 
JaUs Jhort of a direSf and explicit Retra£fatioH,, 

The Letter to Dr.Jortin might, indeed, by ad cxcefs of Can- 
dour, have been confidered as the Refult oi ' youthful Ardour^ 
when the Judgment of the Writer was not matured; when his 
Opinions of Books and Men were not fettled; when his Imagi-' 
nation was ftrongly imprcfled by the Impofing Splendour of 
Warburton*s Talents, and his Vanity gratified by the flattering 
Hope of Warburton's Proteftion. 

Dulcis inexpertis cultura potentis amid. 

But the Interval between the two Pamphlets*-an interval 
§f nearly ten Tears — left, one would have imagined^ room 
enough for the Author to, corred his Partialities, to foften hisr 
Averfions, and to refle6^, again and again, upon ail that 
might be blameable in the Motives, and all that had been inju^ 
rious in the Confequences, of his iirft intemperate and iodeco*- 
rous Publication. 

Had his* "noble Paffion for Mifchief been content with** the 
feventh Diflertation addreifed to Dr. Jortin, I fhould have 
given him all due Praife for the Glitter of his Wit and the 
Gaudinefs of his Eloquence ; and, at the fame Time, I fliouid 
have laughed ^^ at the Prerenfions of the Book to Reafoning 
** and fa A as ^ a mere Flam, and not containing one Word of 
••Truth from the Beginning to the End." But when the 

and Dement. To tbem I appeal for the Juftnefs of lAy Indignation and 
the Propriety of my Cenfures. I have not forgotten the Sage Remark, 
which Warburton quotes from a great Ancient, "axxw; rtg m^l ti^ifitiac 
My«« '5 a>^»a '"vlny !^(^n»ivH, See the Dedication Vol. i< of the I). L. P. 24. 
With this Caution before me, Ijhave not Intentionally mifreprefented 
the Letter wriier*8 Motives, Opinions, or Words j and at all Events, I 
have left Truth to fpeak for itfelf. 

3 I diitruit the Solidity of this Excu(e,even s^hiU I am writing ft ; for, if 
the Author of the Differtation upon the Delicacy of Friendlhip, had reach- 
ed his fortieth Year, my Plea is much weakened, and the 'Wovdyoulbful 
can fcarcely be iu(tified,unlefs by a Reference to the Roman Lawyers, who 
fometimes extended the Application of Juventa to the forty-fifih,and evert 
iftieth Year. Vide Taylor's Civil Law under the Article "Age." P. 454^ 

4 Vide Remarks on Hume's EflTay. P. 72. 

5 Vide Remarks on1iumc*s £%., P. 64. 

fame 



fame offcnGvc Spirit of Cootempt is, for the fame unwarrant- 
able Purpofe of Degradation, transferred from the Writings of 
Pr.Jortinto thofe of Dr. Lcland, I " fee ^ what the Man 
" would be at through all his Difguifes/' I fee a very decifive 
Proof, that the Temper of the Writer was not meliorated by 
Time, by Experience, by felf-Exaroination, or felf-Refpeft. 
I feel, at the fame Time, the moft juft and cogent Reafons for 
laying him open to that Ignominy, from which. Cowardice, 
indeed, may have tempted him to fly, but which he has not 
hitherto endeavoured to avert by Apology or Reformation. 
The Indelicacies of Enmity are not always juftified by tK« 
Zeal of Friendihip. The '• ^ Immunities (as Johnfon calls them) 
of" Invifibility" cannot,, in all Cafes, be employed to ftifle the 
Curiofity of the Learned, or to avtft the Decifion of the 
{mpartiaU They may,indeed,fcreen the Name of ah Author from 
the Detedlion which he dreads ; but they mull not be permitted 
10 (belter his Publications from the Reproach which they deferve. 
Jortin and Leiand now repofe in the Sandluar/ of the 
Grave, and are placed beyond the reach of human Pralfe and 
human Cenfure. Be it fo. But there was a Time, when 

* Vide Remarks on Harness Effay. P. 6i. 

'f See Johnfon'8 Political Traftt. P. lai. 

** This is not mere Conjefkure. I have heard the ftventh Diflertation 
commended by Perfons, who differed, as many other excellent Men do, 
ffom the Opinions which Dr. Jortin was fufpefted of holding upon fomc 
controverted' Points of Religion. The Learning and the Judgment of 
thofe Perfons were not a Match for their Prejudices. They neither had, 
nor profefs to have, any Partiality for Warburron. But iheir Diflik« 
of Jortin was fo ftrong, that they were pleafed with any Attack, which, 
according to their Eftimation, tended in any Degvee, to expofe his pof- 
fible failings, and to leifen his growing Reputation. The Number of 
fuch Admirers is, however, pot very confiderable, and I am fure tha^ 
the Perfons to whom I allude, would have been unwilling to write againfl: 
Dr. Jortin with the Bitternefs of which they feemed to approve in his 
y»^^0/2r^Antagonift,who was then beginning to climb faft to Fame, Riches, 
and Honour— to Fame, let me acknowledge, which, by feveral of his 
Writings, he has acquired defervedly-— to Riches, which he is faid to dif- 
penfe with elegant Munificence— and to Honours, which he, in fomeRef- 
pcfls, is qualified to fupport with great Dignity. My prefent Concfrn 
with him takes its rife from Faults, to which his Reputation and his 
Rank mud unavoidably give more permanent, more exteniive, and 
more ^angtrws Effefl* 

N Enemies, 
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Enemies, fuch as the unfettered Opinions of one, and the ftilning 
Talents of both, were fure to provoke, found a momentary 

* Gratification even from fuch Charges, as the Letter- Writer 
ventured to alledge. There was a Time, when thofe Charges 
might have clogged their profeffiodal Interefts, and certainly 
did diRiirh the Tranquillity of their Minds. Yet, while they 
were Living, no Balm was poured into their wounded Spirits 
by the Hand that pierced them ; and, if their Charafters after 
Death remain unimpaired, by the rude Shocks of Controverfy, 
and the fecret Mines of Slander, their Triumph is to be afcribed 
partly to their own Strength, and partly to the confcious 
Weaknefs of their Aritagonifl, rather than tohis Love of Juf- 
tice, or his Love of Peace. That Antagonift, too, is perhaps, 
iiill alite, and flill finds his Admirers among thofe, who them- 
felves panting after Greatnefs, are careful to utter only fmooth 
Things concerning the Faults of the Great. But his Silence has 
not yet been reprefented even by his Friends, as the Effcft of 
Contrition. His Pen has not been employed in any fubfequent • 
Publication to commend two Writers, againtt whom he had 
formerly brandiftied fuch Cenfures, as according to his o%vn 
Eflimation and his own Wifhes, were ^ ** aculeate and pro- 
*' per/* His Example, and this is the worft of all — his Ex- 
ample, I fay, is at hand to encourage any future Adventurer, 
who may firft be difpofed to attack the beft Books and the beft 
Men; and afterwards, when the real Merits of the Difpute, or the 
real Character of his Opponents, are known, may contrive to let 
iiis mifchievous Cavils quietly fink into Qblivion, to fkulk, as 
foftlyas he can, from Deteftion and Difgrace, nay, to fet up 
ferious Pretenfions to Candour as a Writer, ' to Decency as an 
£cclefia(lic, apd to Meeknefs as a ChriAiap. 

i AS 

• Sec Bacon's ElTay fifty ftyenth. 

» I (hall not be furprized at any Offence, v^hich the feeming Severity 
of this Parage may gheto the very i'ainc Pcrlbns^ who wouUI pardon 
and even commend the Letter-wrirtr to Dr. Tuitin, for his £ndeavour8 
to be far more fevere. To fuch Objeflors, it were viin to oppofe Ar- 
gument, or Fa6^. But, forthe Satisfa^ion of more intelligent and Im- 
partial Readers, I fliall produce part of a Paflage from Erafmus, in 
fvfiich l>e defends the avowed Severity of L^urentius VaJla, agalnft the 

treac^erQivs 
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As fome of the Parties are Dead, and as the dontroverfies 
in which they were engaged, have cegfed to agitate the Paflions 
of Men, this Republication has not the fmalleft Tendency to 
" fow * ftrife" among Scholars. But it may prevent, and cer- 
tainly it is intended to prevent them,froin fcattering the Seeds of 
Difcord with wanton Cruelty. It may deter, and certainly it 
is intended to deter them, from indulging any mean Expefta- 
tion, that a Calumniator can derive Security from the very fai^ 
lure of his Calumnies, or, that what he has repeatedly and de- 
liberately done in fecret, will not, fooner or later, be pu- 
nifhed openly. It may leflcn, and certainly it is intended to ' 
•* leffen, ' the Number of thofe," who fpeak too well of a 
Man, by whom Warburton was moft extravagantly flattered, 
Leiand mod petulantly infulted, and JortiUvmoft inhumanly 
viliBed. And here I cannot hefitate to break in upon my Englifli 
Text with a Quotation, which may properly be transferred from 
the general Duties of Society, to the Obligations which lie upon. 
Men of Letters to fupport each other under unmerited Attacks, 
and topreferve their common Rights againft the moft provoking 
MocJceries of Contempt, the moft paltry Tricks of Encroach- 
ment, and the moft outrageous Violencies of Invafiou. 
"Ej^rff Tov acftxfvT* oc<r[A£vu)i TifjLWSTO 

'^Itroj? vo{a(^(i)V VJioy tiva* to ysyovoq 

'A^iXTjua, Koci (TWiTTpsiTTOV d^XviKoiq TriyL^uq* 

*Ou)d av iir\ ttKuov to Kxytov rifjt,Tv w^iTO 

To Twu Troifijpccjv, aAA* wapaTno^jUf!;©*, 
treacherous Candour and galling Obloquy of Poggius. Videbal L. V. 
tarn inveteratum morbum nonpoflfefanariy niii triAibus pharmacis, ufturis 
ac feftionibus, idque magno cum doioie plurimoruxn. Neque vir acutus 
nefciebat, adeo delicatas tfft mortalium aures, ut vix etiam inter bonng 
viros invenias, qui verum libencer audiat, foreque, ut non ii tantmu 
exclamarent, quoruin ulcera tetigifTet, verum etiam ilJi, qui ex alieno ma- 
lo fibi metum fingerent. Turn poft interpofita pauca : Poggius, ut homo 
candUus fcilicet, fine invidia paiiim habetur in manibus, le^litatur. Lau- 
rcniius laborai invidia raordacitatis. Erafmus in Epift : ad Chriftoph : 
Fifcherum prsfixa Vallae libris decolJatione N. T. I met thei foregoing 
Paflage in Page 74 ofPeter Wefleling'sDiffertatio Herodotea, and have 
omitted what wa$ foreign to my Purpoie. 
F See Lowih's tetter quoted among the Telliraonia AuiSlorum* 
9 See the above mentione4 Letter, 
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'Menander in Fratribus ex emendaf. Bent)^ 

Animated by the ftrong indignation which throbs wjihin n\y 
Bofom^at the fdul Arts of Detraftionfo often pradlifed by Mca 
of Letter5, I difi3hun either to crouch under the Mandates, 
or to (brink from \ the Frowns* of the Letter- writer on the 
Delicacy of Friend(hiV Yet, I (honld be forry to •find ntiy Opi- 
nions of Warburton mifixijueived by thofe, who are incapable iof 
mi/r^pr^enUng th^tn deliberaiely; and I am aware too, that they 
lie Qpen to fome Mlfconception, from the comparative View 
which I have taken of that very able Prelate and bis celebrated 
Adherent,*, in the foregoing Dedication. ' For theife Reafons, I 

(hall 

4 Thoqgh my Deiubfs were npt always vanqi^iOied by the BiA^op's Ar- 
fl^uments, though I rometimes fmiled dt his whimftcal Thaorks, and C<Hne-> 
times ventured to fcowl at hi$ violent Jnv^^ives, yet I havt often implied 
tothe'D. L. the candid and judicious 'Language which Ariftotle ufei 
inthevery Beok, where he confutes fome of the Opinions imputed to 

Soctates by PlalO TO . fAcv h mt^rlh ty^w^t iMrttg* oi tZ Liaxftintr \6yoi, xr» ri 
xp^ov, 1^ re wu»i^QfM>y^to inHiiUPU nm^^ -^k attnlctjcug .^4]u«m. &epub. Xiln !• 
Cap. 6. 

s Upon the Dignity of Dedicatioa-writing, t do not expcft to hear any 
faucy Kefleflions from the Warburtonians, becaufe Warburton himlelf i$ 
known to have written Dedications often, and to have written them well. 
If they think Preface-writing a degrading Employment in him, who has 
not written the Book which accompanies ff, let me refer them to John- 
fon's preface lo the Preceptor — to the Prefaces written by Cafaubon,'Bur- 
man, Erneftus, Rhunkenius, and other Scholars ; and, if the Praflice of 
the oi ffftvu will not refcue Preface-writing from the Contempt of the War- 
bjartonians, I muft take the farth^ Liberty to retmnd them o* Bp War- 
burton *s Preface to the firft Edition of Richardfon's ClariflTa—qfDa'i Pre- 
face to Shakfpear's Plays— of D^'j Preface to Mrs. Cockburn's Confuta- 
tion of Rutkerfbrth's Effay on Virtue— of DoTs Preface to the candid Ex- 
aoimation of Bp, Sherlock's Sermons — of DoTi Preface to Town's critical 
" Enqfiiry kito the Opinions df the anticnt Philofophers, concerning 

'.the Nature of the Soul, and a future State j and their Method ofihe 
«* double Doarine." I have myfdf read an ingenious Preface to fome fe- 
lea Poems of Cowley s I have heard of aPedantic Thing called a Preface 

to one BelJenden ; and indeed, it is no lefs ufual for Prefaces, or «♦ Dif- 
'Vcourfes tothacEfle^/' to be prepared by Editors, than by Authors, 
whether the Authors thenifelves be living or dead-^whethcr they |k: 

jnodcGB 
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fiiftil endearour to explain ovyfelf in fuch a Manner, as to re^ 
tnote erery Scrujrfe, and obviate every Obgcftion. 

What I have written about Warburion, was ftjggcfted to me 
by a frequent, but unprejudiced Perufal, and by a fond, though 
not undiftinFguiftung Approbation, of his Works, t read theto 
in the earliefl: and the happieft Stages of my literary Pnrfuiti. 
They captivated my Imagination : They exercifed my Reafpn : 
They direfled my Attention towards the moft important To- 
pics, and they fent out my Curiofity in Queft of the moft ufefirf 
Knowledge. The Impreffions made upon my Mind by fuch aWri- 
ter were ftrong and deep. After committing my Thoughts lately 
to Paper, I looked back to the Defcriptioa which Dr. Johnfoa 
had given of Dr. Warburton, in his elaborate Preface to Shaft- 
fpeare, and in hfe ffiafterly Life of Pope. With^atisfaflion, and 
indeed, with Triumph, I found many of my Opinions anticipa- 
ted, and many confirmed. Johnfbn faw, as well as I do, his* 
acute Penetration, his various Erudition, the inexhauftible Fer-^ 
tility of his Fancy, and the invincible Fortitude of his Spirit. 
He alfo faw, what I have myfclf without Referve and without 
Apology condemned, the Coarfenefs of hislnveftives, the Wild- 
nefs of his Theories, and the Defefts of his Style. 
The Indignation of all Scholars has,I know, been long and juff- 
ly armed againft that contemptuous and domineeringSpirit which 
breaks ont in Warburton's controverfial Writings, and which 
hisAdmirers,in(lead of deploring, have been eager to defend and 
to imitate. Be it however remembered, that in pleading the Caufe 
of kindred GeniuSy he fometimes pours out his Commendationfs 
withaFranknefs, Ardour, and Authority which even his bittereft 
Enemies cannot but acknowledge and admire. Of this Kind 

modern or anctenfk— whether their Workt be of a fombrout or airy 
Caft— whether (if we may argue from the Example of Warburton) they. 
be ranked in the Ciafs of fentimental Kovcls, of dramatic Writings, of 
ethical rfifquifi I ions, of theological Controverfies, or metaphyfical Invef- 
tigations* Thus much I have faid concerning the Art itfelf . The Mertti 
of thofe who cultivate it, are, it is true, very different. But even a$ a vo- 
luntary and difinterefted A^of Dj^udgcry performed by me, itmayfinda 
Pittance of Praife, not more fcanty than that which hat been earned by 
certain A6tt of Vaflalage, upon- which fdme Polloweri of Warburtdn 
(lava reded the Tenure of their Con treycrful Fame. 

N 3 art. 
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are, his generous Apology for the Paradoxes of Bayle, bis clo 
quent Encomiums oq the Sagacity and Learning of Cud worth, 
and his noble tribute of aifeAion to the memory of a mod: 
dear and illuftrious Friend, Francis Hare, Bifhop of Chichefter. 
He that can read fuch FafTages without Rapture, (bould fuf- 
peft the fincerity of his own Benevolence — He that fpeaks of 
them without Approbation, .muft renounce his Pretenfions to 
Impartiality or Tafte, to Exaftnefs of Difcrimination or DtVi- 
cacy of Feeling. 

- If learned Men wifli to judge of Warburton, either with the 
Accuracy which is due to the ** Amplitude of his Miud" and 
the Dignity of his Charader, or with the Candour which can- 
not furely be refufcd to fo many Failings when accompanied by 
fo many Perfeftions, they would do well to examine the Portrait 
.which Warburton has virtually drawn of himfelf in his own 
Writings, where, it is well known that his Head was never 
employed, either to controul or to difguife the violent Emotions 
of his Heart. In the Opinion of fuch Enquirers, Warburton 
will ftand, or fall, upon the moft fair and honourable Conditi- 
ons. He will not be exalted, perhaps, by thie exuberant and 
courtly Compliments of the Author of the Eftimate, nor by the 
more (lately and folemn Deciflons of the Commentator upon 
Horace : But he certainly will not be degraded by the keen Rail- 
lery of Mr. Edwards, nor the rough Reproaches- of afar more 
powerful and far more refpeftable Writer, whom I wiQi to 
remember under every other Name, than as the popular, fori 
cannot add, the viftorious. Ad verfary of B p. Warburton. 

Few Men have made a more confpicuous Figure than War-^ 
burton, upon the great Theatre of Learning. Few have been 
engaged in more buftling and fplendid Scenes. Few have fuf- 
tained more difficult or more intcreiling Charafters. It is 
therefore to be lamenced, that the Public have not yet been fa- 
voured with a regular and impartial ^ Account of his Progrefs 

• ' in 

7 ** I believe (Co adept the Wor«l« of Milton in his Trcatife on Educa- 
'* tion,) that the Life of Warburton is not a Bow, in which evtry Man. 
. " can (boot, who counts himfelf a Biographer, but will require finews al- 
•* mol> equal to thofc which Homer gave UlyfTcs : Yet I am withal per- 
•* fuadidf that*' in certain HanJs,*' it may prove much more eaiy in the 
** A^^Vythat iz now feen at DiAance, and much more illuAiious." 
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1ft Knowledge: Of his Advancement la the Church: Of the 
EmbarraflfmeDts with which he £1;Fuggled,and over which he tri- 
umphed: Of the Connexions which he formed: of the Pro- 
vocations by which he was harriifled ; ^nd^ efpecially^ of the 
Opinions which in the cooler and more ferious RefieAioDs of 
his old Age, he really entertained of all his own hardier Exerti- 
ons made in <he Vigour of his youth. But, whatever Materi- 
als for the Hiftory of his Life may be in the Hands of his Exe- 
cucorSy and whatever may be the Abilities of thcfe, who (hall 
have the Courage to ufe them, his CharaXer will never be drawn 
with more Juftnefs of Defign, or more Strength of Colourings 
than have already been employed by the great Biographer of the 
Englifti Poets. 

The Dawn of Warburton's Fame was overfpread with many 
Clouds, which the native Force of his Mind quickly difpelled. 
Soon after his Emerfion from ihem, he was honoured by the 
Friendihip of Pope, and the Enmity of Bolingbroke. In the 
Fulnefs of his Meridian Glory, he was careffed by Lord Hard- 
wick and Lord Mansfield ; and his fettipg Luflre was viewed 
with nobler Feelings than ihofe of mere Forgivenefs, by the 
amiable and venerable Dr. Lowth. Hallifax revered him, Bal- 
guy loved him, and, in two immortal Works, Johnfon has Oood 
foith in the foremoft Rank of his Admirers. By the Tefti- 
mony of fuch a Man, Impertinence muft b; abafhed, and Ma- 
lignity itfelf muft be foftened. Of literary Merit, Johnfon, as 

No Man living is, in my Opinion, more able than Dr. Balguy to tin- 
fold with Prccifion the Chara6^er of Bp. Waiburton, or to ftate with Im« 
partiality, the Merits of thofe Controverfies in which he was engaged. 
But bodily Infirmities have already deprived the Englifli Church of this 
great and good Man's Piote6iion as a Prelate, who would have been * 
vigilant without Ofiicioufners, firm without Obflinacy, and pious without 
Superflition. The fame unhappy and unalterable Caule will, I feiir, de- 
prive Poilerity, alfo, of (hat loftruflion, which as a Biographer of 
Warburton,he was qualified tp convey ,by folid Learning,by an erefl and 
Manly Spirit, by Habits' of the mofl: exa£l and enlarged Thinking, and 
by a Style, which is equally pure, elegant, and nervous. The Hiftory of 
thpfe who defended, and thofe who oppofed Warburton, would, in the 
Hands of fo confummate an Artift, have been a moft inftruf^ive and intc- 
refting \Vork, not unworthy of being called in Cicero's Language a reff>#.' 
yfo^iti Varronis. Vid. £p. ad Att. Lib. i6, ep. it. 

N 4 we 
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we all know, was a fagaciduj, but a moft fcvcre Judge. Suclt 
was his Difcernment, that he pierced ioto the moft' fecret 
Springs of human Anions, and fuch was his Integrity, that he 
always weighed the moral CharaAers of his fellow Creatares in 
the '^ Babnce of the Sanfiuary." He was too courageous to 
propitiate a Rival, and too proud to truckle to a SBperior* 
Warburton he knew, as I know him, and as every Man of Senfe 
and Virtue would wifti to be knov^n — I mean,botb from his own 
Writings,and frona the Writings of riiofe who diffchtcd from hijT 
Principles, or who envied his Reputation. But as to Favours, he 
had never recetvfed or afked any from theBifhop of Gloucefter ; 
and,if my Memory fails me not,hc had feen him. only once, when 
they met almoftwithout Defign,converfcd without rnuch EfFort^ 
and parted without any laAing Impreflions of Hatred or Afiec- 
tion. Yet, with all the Ardour of fympathetic Genius^ Johnfon 
has done that fpontaneoufly.and ably,which,by fomeWritcr$,had 
b^en before attempted injudicioufly, and which, by others, from 
whom more fuccefsfiil Attempts might have been expeftfcd, hzs 
not hitherto been done at all. He fpoke well of Warburton, 
without infulting thofc whom Warburton defpifed. He fup- 
prefTed not the Impcrfeftions of this extraordinary Min, while 
he endeavoured to do Juflice to his numerous and tranfcenden* 
tal Excellencies. He defended him when living amidft the 
Clamours of his Enemies, and praifod him when dead, amidft 
the Silence of bis Friends.^ 

I have 

« The only exception (if it be one) to the Silence of Warbur- 
ton's Fifiends, is the Xnfcription upon his Monument, ere6led in 
Gloucefter Cathedral. That Infcription does not aim at the 
Simplicity of an Ancient, or the Splendour of a modern Bpitaph. It is 
neither energetic from Concifenefs, nor dignified from Amplification. Jc 
is tamely correct, coldly complimentary » and at the fame Time, tocally 
deftitutc of thafe marked and appropriate Commendations, for which th^ 
necuUar Opinions and mofl wonderful Talents of Dr. \V. might have 
fupplied very copious Materials t6 his once zealous Panegyrifls. 

In that excellent RepoHtory of various and ufeful Knowledge th^ 
Gentleman^s Magazine, there is a jufl and elegant Critique^on the VV^ri. 

lingp 
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I hare ftated thefc Fafts, not from any abjidft View 6f ^Hi- 
attfig the CeofUres which I may have paiTed upon Warburtoa's 
Fatliogs^ Qor yet, from any ?am Cdofidence in my Abilities to 

exak 

tings of Warburton in Page 340, of the Volume for the Year 1779. 
Some curious and intereding Memoirs of his Life, are to be found in 
Page 3$7» and 4749 in the Volume for 1780. 

The Reader will thank me for producing the following Paflage, which 
does HtMBoar to the Judgment and Senfifoiiity of the Writei. 

^* Rk Publications were numerous, and from the Applaufe they. ob> 
*' tained^ they feem to promile a Celebrity of greater Length of Time»(haQ 
** they hwt experienced. But his Renown vaniihed, a» foon as his Infii^ 
'* mitiei fecluded him from the World, and it would be difficult to point 
** out a fittgle Coiti|Jiment paid to him, or hit Writings, (ince the Time 
*' that he ceafed to write* He even wanted a Friend to pay a decent Trt* 
** bate to his Memory in the fugitive Publications of the Day, the literary 
<* Portrait excepted, which was in our Magazine for 1779.*' But the 
B^Kibr candidly ftibjoios in a Note the following acknowledgment. 
^* Amongft otheir Channels of Informaciim it would be Uliberal not to men- 
<< tion that we are very materially indebted to the Anecdotes of Bp. War* 
" burton, which have appeared in the W^minfter Magaeine.**— — -— > 

In the Weftmtnthsr Magaiine for October, November, December, 
1779, and in the Appendix for the fame Year, I have myfelf lately.met 
with fome Biographical and Literary Anecdotes of Dr. War burton ,whicl^ 
for Accuracy o£ Detail^ and Ju^ftnefs of Obfervation, deferve the Atten- 
tion and the Thanks of every Scholar. I need not make any Apol(%y for 
the following Quotations. 

'* A Relaxation of Mind fo far pervades the whole Body of the Peo- 
** pie, that the great Writer! of this Nation, who ufed to be ftudied with 
<* the utmoft Diligence, are now totally difregarded." 

** In this general Neg{e£^, it will not be furprizing to find, that a Wri^ 
*• cer of great Renown in this Day flioold live to fee himfclf only on the 
** level with common Men, and bis Writings mouideiing in the Ware- 
« houfes of his BookfelJer. Though tbe Objea of fnlfome Adulation 
** while his Faculties were unimpaired, he lived fcveral Years longer th|m 
« bis Famej and when he died, though many of his Flatterers remained, 
<* and fome, who were under great Obligations to him, yet not one. of 
«• them had gratitude enough to pay the fligbteftTribute to his Memory. 
** To the Difgrace of his literary Connexion, he funk filentty into tht 
<* Grave,^ unnotided and unlamented." See W. M. for 1779. ^^S^ 5<^» ' 

** In hit Works, he exhibited great Strokes of an original and power* 
** ful Genius, much Reading, with a nervous, but not a poiiffied Style. 
</ Acbia outfet in Life, he was iufpe^ed of beiq; inclined to In^thtyt 
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exalt his Charaftef , but, in Obodteocc to the warm and hooeft 
Diftates of ray own Mind— of a Mind, which he has often en- 
lightened, often enchanted, and^ in fome Degree, I would hope^ 
Improved. 

His falteni dccumulem doniSf et fungar inani 
Munert. 

From what Johnfon and I have faid in Favour of WarSiirtort^ 
there is an eafy and natural Tranfition to What his profefled Bi- 
ographers may intend to fay. A coflly and fplendid Edition of 

•* and it was not until many Years hacTelapfed, that the Orthodoxy of 
** his Opinions was generally afTented to. Hi^Publications from the prefeirt 
*• Accountft will appear to have been very nunlierous, and from the Flat* 
« tcries of his Friends they Teemed to promife a Celebrity of greater Length 

• of Time, than they have experienced. If it v^as not for fiis Con- 
« nef^ion with Mr. Pope, he would be in Danger of being loft as aWriter 

* in a few Years. His Renown vaniflied^ as foon as his Infirmities feclu- 
« At6^ him from the World ; and with his Abilities, the Sycophants who . 

< furrounded him, alfo, took their Fnght4 It would be difficult to point 

< out a fingle Compliment paid to him, or his Writings, (incc thcTinoe 
/ that he ceafed to write: A plain Proof, that he held thofe, i*ho prafclTed 
« tbemfelve*; to be his Friends, not by the Ties of Affe^ion or £fteem» 
*but by Fear.'* See D®. for 1779. 663. 

Why Dr. Warburton was e^er fufpe^^ed even of fecret Infidelity, I 
know not. But I am perfuaded, that his Writings were fincercly inten- 
ded to eftablilh the Truth of Chriftianity, and that mairy of them are 
worthy of the great and good Caufe in which they were honourably em- 
ployed. What he was /W/w^ to think upon Subje6ls of Religion, be- 
fore, perhaps, he had either Leifure or Ability to examine them, de(>eftds 
only upon obfcure Surmife, or vague Report. But we have the ftub* 
born Evidence. of Fa61sto afcertain what he really did think, after he had 
fearched and believed. As to ihe Charge of Heterodoxy, I^fliall leave 
his R. R. Biographer to admit, or to confute it, as he may find himfelf 
able. But the ^ccufation of Deifm, which has more than once been 
brought againft his Writings, is too wicked to efcape without fome Mark 
of Reprobation, and too weak to defcrve a ferious and formal R^ply. It 
was malignantly broached at firft by an £ngli(h Dunce, whofe Blunders 
and Calumnies are now happily forgotten. It afterwards was petulantfy 
repeated by a French Buffoon, whofe Morality is not commenfuratc wiih 
bis Wit, and many of whofe Aflertions in HilJory and Biography, every 
Man ot Sepfe reads wiik Diflruft, and fometimes, \vith Contempt. 

Warburtoa's 
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Warburtoii's Works was publiflied in the Spriog of 1^88, and 
prefixed to it, is an Advertifement, which cannot, I think, be 
quite fatisfaftory to his Admirers, and which muft be alarming to 
fuch of his Opponents as may now be living. It runs thus —"The 
** Reader will expeft fome Account of the Life, Writings and 
** Charafter of the Author to be prefixed to this complete Kditioa 
" of his Works : he is therefore informed, that a Difcourfe to 
•* that EfFeft hath been prepared, and will be publiflied,. but not 
" now, for Reafons that will be ken hereafter." We are then 
told, that *' Purchafers, upon producing Tickets which are t<? 
•* be delivered to them by the Bookfeller, will be furniflied with 
" the Life.'* To this confolatory Promife isfubjoined.a very 
accurate but jejune Account of the Works inferted in the pre- 
fent Edition, and " for the reft the Reader is referred to the 
" Author's Life at large." 

Now, I confefs, there is fomething very myfterious to my 
Mind, both in the fmall ^ Number of Copies lately publiflied, 
and in the, temporary Delay of the Life — A Number, which 
feems to infmuate, either, that Warburton's Writings were too 
excellent for thegrofsTafteofthePubliCjOr, that the Public had 
fliewn fome inaufpicious Symptoms of Indifference about War-^ 
burton's Writings — A Delay, which not only thwarts the 
acknowledged Expeftation of the Reader, but which the 
Editor, it (hould feem, afTuroes a Right of extending to as long a 
Time, as he fhall think proper. From the cautipus and enig- 
matical Manner, too, in which the Advertifemeni is drawn 
up, it may be rather difficult to determine pojitively, by whom 
that " Difcourfe hath been prepared." The Editor cer- 
tainly has feen it. He, probably, is in Pofleffion of it. 
He has Reafons for holding it back now — And he promifes to 
publifli, or, to let it be publiflied, hereafter. But whether it be 

9 lam told that only 2 50 Copies were printed: I ought however to 
add, ihat for the Sake of thofe who had purchafed the former Editiong of 
Warburton's Works, a feparate Volume has been publiflied containing 
the additional Matter^ But if a new and expenfive Edition 'of the whjb 
was at ail neceflfary, I think it difficult to account for the Choice of To 
fmall a Number, as that above-mentioned* r 

written^ 
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writrct), as Ariftotle would fay, by a Soctatetf br a ' CaUiat, }^ 
kft ia fome Uncertainty. A fore and capti(»vis Objetftor alight 
here fay, that, if it be tainted with the genuine Spirit of the War*- 
bortonian School, the Publication of it may trery properly be 
deferred dd Gracas CaUndas. He might infinuate, that the 
Editor knows beft| how far the Repuration of the JBiograph^r 
himfelf may be ftaked in the Account which he has given of 
Warburton, and that, poflibly, he for many Reafonsi thinks it 
fefer to difappoint, for a Time, the Curiofiiy of his Readers, 
than to appeal precipitately to their JuAke, or to encounter therf 
Indignation. He might add, that a Difcourfe, which profefTes 
toconvey a fair, exaft,and enlarged View of the Life, Writings, 
and Chara<5ler of Warburton, is a moft arduous and a moft perit- 
ous Undertaking : That it requires not merely the ordinary 
Decorations of Learning, or the ordinary Arts of Reafoning, 
but a Judgment mfijt impartial, and a Spirit moft colleAed and 
moft intrepid ; and that in feeble or treacherous Hands^ it will 
conciliate few Friends, and provoke many enemies. 

incedit pir ignt$ 
SuppoJitMS cineri dolofo. 

In me, however, who have not been initiated either into the 
greater or the Icflcr Myfteries of the Warburtonians, it might 
be thought prefumptuous to draw afide one Corner of the Veil 
from thofe fubjefts which our great Hierophant has, for the 
prefent, fo induftrioufly and Ikillfully muffled up in Secrecy. I 
will not therefore profefs, like fome Critics, to ^ reveal what 

I never 

* The learned Reader need not be informed of the Manner \rt whieh 
Ariftotle fonfietimes ufes the Names of Socrates, Callias, Corircus and 
CleoD. Vide Arift. Rher. Lib. 2. Cap. 4. Eudem. hb. »• Cap. t. Meta- 
phyfic^ Lib. i. Cap. i, ^ 7. Lib. 5. Cap. 6. Lib. 7. Cap. 8. 11,15. ^i^« 
14* Cap. 3. Sophift. Blench. Cap. 5. 14. 17. 22. 31. 

* The Biftiop's Reprefentation of the greater and leffcr M>ilerics was 
examined with great Accuracy, and x>ppored with great Candour, by 
the learned Dr. John Leland in the eight and ninth Chapters, Part the firft, 
of his Work, upon the Advantage and NeceiTity of the Chriftiaa 
Revelalion. I have read with much pleafure, and! very little Con-* 

virion. 
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1 never knew, nor will I ® filch, or even borrow, any folid 
Jogots of Erudition from other Writers, to fpread them in a 
tbin and glittering Surface over my own Ignorance. I will 
forbear, with a Kind of religious Horror, from attempting 
to conjefture what the Reafons of the Editor are. But, for 
the Honour of a Man, whofe Delicacies both in Friendftip 
and Enmity are equally well knowriy I will take the Li- 
berty of informing the Readers of Warburton, what thofc 
reafons are not — They are not Reafons of Fear in the R. R. 
Editor, either from the Cavils of the illiterate and pre- 
judiced, whom a Writer of his great Abilities, great Reputa* 
tion, and great Rank, may with Impunity defpife, .or from the 
Objeftions of the Wife and Good,\vhom, (as the Race of them, I 
hope, will not fpeedily be extinft.) the Difcourfe, which is not 
unlikely to difpleafe them novy, cannot be very likely to fatisfy 
hereafter— They are not Reafons of uncommon Candour, or com* 
mon Jufticc, to the furviving Opponents of Bp. Warburton ; 
For, as the Difcourfe, let it contain what it will, muft be proH 
duced at laft, they would rather, doubtlefs, meet an Attack 
which they may hope to repel while they are living, than bo 
expofed, after their Death, to Reprefentations of Fafts and Opi- 
nions which, if they were quite fair and quite iqofFenfive^ 

fiAiof), *< a DidertatioD on the Myfteries, wherein the Opinions of Bp. 
** Warburton and Dr. Leland are particularly confidered.*' It was pub- 
lifhed without a Name in 1766 ; it was intended as an Aufwer to 
Leland, the fir'il Edition of whofe Work caroe out in 1764; and it ha« 
)>een afcribed, not improbably, to the candid Examiner of Sherlock^s 

Jktf/Suftwnt iitftpt. Vide Lucian. op. Tom. 2. P. 210. Edit. Reitz. 

3 The greater Part cf Warbiirton^s Qnotations about the Myfleriet 
may be found Tn Meurfins't Elfeufis. I forget whether the Biihop makes , ') 
a direft AcknowUdi^ement of his Obligations to this diligent, learned, J^^ CC^^ 
and judicious Colle^or. I fay learned and judicious^ as well as diligent, ' 
in Oppofition to that Spirit of the Warburtonians, which induces one of 
them to call the Author of the Credibiitty of the Gofpel Hif^ory, ^*the la^ 
*• horiws Dr. Lardaer" j and another, to nick-name Mr. Hume*s Hiftory 
of England the *< mojl readaHe HiJUry vfe ha9e.**The D\ fciples of this Scbbol 
geficrally difpenfe their Praife with a Difcietion ^nrfaich prevents it^s being 
exbaufted by their occaiional Prodigality^ To the profane, fr^t^vci y^ufi^ 
but, to the initiated, ffy^ tZ 9v}mkm. 

would. 



1 



[ 190 ] 

tvould, probably, not for a Moment, be fuppreiTed — They are 
not Reafonsof Tenderncfs to the Biographer himfelt : for the 
* Editor, undoubtedly, will never publiih, or be concerned in 
publifhing, what, after long Delay and much Correction, he 
does not approve ; and as to the Biographer, he, I fhould hope, 
has not ventured, like the Author of the feventh DiflTertation, to 
" prepare a Difcourfe,*' which he is unwilling to avow, or 
unable to defend. Ili^iScau ^i rs vtzjiog sj/vco. 

When the Work of a great Writer is long kept back from 
the Eye of the Public, we arq to conclude, not, that his whole 
Time is laid out upon it, but, that he at Intervals retrenches, 
pr adds to th^ Matter, and correftsor polifties the Style, as dif- 
ferent Opportunities may arife, different Crrcumftances may 
require, or different States of his own Mind may di<ftate 
Amendment, or Alteration. We may, therefore, expcft to fee 
the Life of Warburton wrought up to the higheft Degree of 
PerfeftioD, which the united force of Tafte, Diligence, and 
Difcretion in the Biographer, can attain, 

Warburton paid the laft awful Debt of Nature in Junei779, 
If then we fuppofe fome rude Out-lines of his Charafter to have 
been (ketched out foon after, the Event, when the Thoughts of 
his Friends muft naturally have been turned towards his At- 
tainments, his Virtues, and his Death, the Time expended upon 
this "Piece of Biographipl Painting, already includes the nine 
Years employed upon a lefs important Work to which Ho- 
race pertinently alludes, and which Catullus exprefsly names.* 

Should the Artift detain a little longer his favourite Pic« 

^ I fufpe^l that the Editor is not a different Perfon from the Biographer* 
But I will not hazard any AiTertion upon the S))bje6t, Kil I (hould be 
caught in the. Toils whiph Tome Men may fpread for a Concluiion not di* 
re^ly warranted by their own Premifes. I have fometimes thought, that 
iq vveighticr matters the Warburtonians arc too. much addifled to a Fra6lice 
which their Mailer condemns in Bayle and in Plutarch. They <* leave 
<< theiv Propofitions in that convenient State of Ambiguity, which is necef- 
** fary to give a Paradox the Air and Reputation of an Oracle/* SeQ 
Book J, Sea. 6, of the D. L. 

5 Vid. Horat, de Aff Fo^t. I. 388, & Catull. de Smyrna Cinnae Poe<* 
UP Un. I & 4« 

turc. 
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ture,*that it may receive frefliTouches, and Retouches, as cither 
his Judgmeoty or his Hopes,, or his Fears may fuggeA ; that 
in one Place the Light may be heightened, and the Shade dark** 
cncd in another; that fome Charaflers may be brought more 
confpicuoaQy into the Fore-ground, and others thrown back 
fo as to bclefs diftinftly feen, the Life of Warburton will fur- 
ni(h the £ngli(h Language with a proverbial ExpreiEon not 
lefs emphatical, than the Latin Poem of Cinna, tind the Greek 
Panegyric of Ifocrates. 

It may be worth while to obferve, that this lafl Edition of 
Warburton 's Works is called complete, tho* neither the Enquiry 
into Prodigies, nor the Tranflations, are contained in it. No 
Reafon is afligned by the R. R. Editorfor^omitting them— No 
Notice is taken, that they ever were published by Warburton — 
No Intimation is given, 4hat his Editor intends to publifti them 
hereafter. Bat this unexpe£led, and, I hope, not unwelcome 
Republication will, perhaps, ^ induce him to ^* prepare a Dif- 
^' courfe to that Effeft/' 

From the ingenuous Editor and the wary Biographer, I 
gladly return to Warburton himfelf and his Critics. 

As to the particular Points which are difcufled in the Letters 
ftddrefled to Dr. Jortin and Dr. Leland, I ftiall take this Oppor- 
tunity of delivering my Opinion about them, plainly and con- 
cifcly. Upon the Subjeft of Eloquence I accede to Leland's 
very judicious Objeftions againft the chimerical Pcfition of 
Warburton^ and I alfomull add in Leland 's emphatical Words, 

that 

* I would r€commcnd it to the Biographer to confider what Eunaping 
fays of the Life of Alypius written by lamblichus. Eoiy.«v o,9av(j.ei<yu>; i<^^- 
^hd-^og vavlGynvnovOsyeu rtkg ypoftxoT;, Oi Tt; Iv tlp« y^w^?*;, o?/-** yafWoffBdi Tiittw 
luAj[m It; Tnv ypo^nv ftv'hf^Min, to nav lico;. 'ing o/ixatao-fw; iu»f$iipti<rtTf, 'xcrji S,iJut\i 7S 

Eunap. in Vit. lamblich. p. 31. Edit Antverp« 

* Lowth, in his Letter to Warburton,. enumerates jhe different Kinds 
'of Corrc6lion, which he infli^td, or caufed to be infii51ed, upcn his An- 
iRvercrs, Now,the word that can be done in this way by the *^ £ea<iU**of ^ 

Beadle, is below Contempt. But as the piefent Editor, and in Truth, Re* 
IJorer of the Bifhops two ncglefled Trails cannot afpire, like Bi(hop Lowth, 
|9 th; Sokmnitipe of a regular Execution upon a Scaffold, be will he 

doomedf 
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that ^* ihe Kfbop has coovQyedhls Arguniefit Jo ' all t&e iMft 
^ ftrikiDg Forms of Eloquence, aad mih the Spirit miEnet^ 
" gy of an ancient Orator." 

In Regard to the fixth Book of the jEneid, I have alwiys ad- 
mired the Ingenuity of Warburton's Hypothecs.* I hsive, in 
l^he Courfe of my own Reading, frequently examined his Quo- 
tations. I have never afTented to Us Conclufioos. ! ap^a^d 
Dr. Jortin for fpcaking of Warburtorfs Interpretation in Terms 
of meafured Praife; and I confider it as completely raftitedm 
a moft clear, elegant, and decifive Work of Criticifm, which 
could not, indeed, derive Authority from the greateft Name, 
but to which the * greateft Name might, with Propriety, have 
been affixed. • 

From Warburton, whom I have here commended without 
Adulation, as I had before cenfored him without Acrimony, t 
BOW proceed to fpeak more at large of Leland arid Jortin. For 
them too, I have a Bleffing, which if it be lefs efficacious than 
that of the Patriarch, is, however, nOt lefs fincere. Virtually, 
and by lovplication, they were defended in the preceding De- 
dication. But they have a Title to more direft and explicit 
Praife, and I have chofen this Part of the Preface, as a proper 
Place for beftowing it. 

doomed, ^probably, to be thi uft down into kmt DuQgex>n of a Note, and * 
to be flretched ypop the Rack of Cavil and Mtfreiirefentation by hi^ inge- 
aioiis Tormentor. Be it (o. He knows (as Cicero fays of Hortenfius in 
Divinat : cont : Caecil :) all the Modes of Attack, which are moft fac* 
cefsfully pra6ifed by his Antagpnifts : and he hopes to meet the Blow, not 
wholly unprepared both to encounter Arguinent,and to repel Accufatioiu 
But if the aid of Snurs be once called in, either to rtinforce a clumfy and 
languid Wittictfin, or to cover the Retreat of a crippled and feeble Argu> 
menr, he will confider the U(e of fuch Auxiliaries as a Declaration that' 
no Qnarter is to be gi^en, and as a Sjgm^l for parrying 9^11 w^at Thucydi- 
des calls, flro'Xtjtxov a^^nh -i, wnto*^^ 

' Leland on Eloquence Cap. 4. 

9 This Book is afcribed, and I think with great Probability, to the very 
learned and ingenious Author, to whom the Public is indebted for the 
Hiftory of the Decline and Pall of the Roman Empire. Be the Writer 
who he will, the Reader will fay with me, that the Woik is, Wi^axof li 
\i^>\i ohifi >a&»f . 

Of 
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Of lidand my Opioioa is not/ like t^e Letter^Wrlter'^s^ 
foaaded opoa ' bear^fay Evidenpe, not if it determined folely 
by the grc»C: Authority of Dr. Job^foo^ who always mentiooed 
Dr^ Ledand with cordial Regard and with marked Eefped. It 
i^ighty perhaps, be invidious for me to hazard a favourable De* 
dflon'iipon his Hifiory of Irelam!, becaufe the Meritsof thatWork 
Have beenjdifpntedbyCritics^fonie of whom^are, I think, warped 
in their Judg^entSy by literary, others, by national^ and more, 
I have Reafim to believe, by perfonai Prejudices. But I may 
witb Qonfidedce appeal to Writings, which have long contri* 
bo«nl to- public Amufement, and have often been honoureckby 
public Af>probation— 'to the Life of Philip, and to the Tranfla- 
tion of. Demofthenes, which the Letter- writer profefles to have 
n^read-^to the judicious Diflertation upon Eloquence, which 
the lAttat-ivnUet did vouchfafe to read, before he anfwered it 
"v-^-to the f{^ired Defence of that DiiTertation, which the Let- 
ter^writer, probably ^ has read, but never atUmpted to anfwen 
The Life of Philip contVms many curious Refearches into the 
Principles of Governmeut eftabliflied among the leading States 
of Greece : many fagacious Remarks on their inteftine Dif- 
cords ; many exaA Defcriptions of their mod celebrated Cha* 
rafters, . together with an extenfive and correft View of thofe 
fubtle Intrigues, and thofe ambitious Projects, by which Philip, 
•at a favourable Crifis, gradually obtained an unexampled 
and fatal Maflery over the Grecian Republicks. In the Tran- 
flation of Demofthenes, Leland unites the Man of Tafte with 
the Man of Learning, and (hews himfelf to have pofTefTed, 
BOt Qoly a competent Knowledge of the Greek Language, but 
that Clearnefs in his own Conceptions, and that Animation in 
his Feelings, which enabled him to catch the real Meaning, 
and to preferve the genuine Spirit, of the moft pcrfeft Qrator 
tjiat Athens ever produced. Through the Diflertation upon 
Eloquence, and the Defence of it, we fee great Accuracy of 

* See the Letter to Leland in the Conclulion. 

* Upon this Subje^ Valckenaer has written a very learned snd jodiV 
cioas Diatribe, whic!i was delivered at Franequer, il^t pod piib|il|hcd 
(with the Speeches of Hemtterhuis) at Leyden in tyU 

O EruditioB 
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Erudition, great Perfpicuity and Strength of Style, and, above 
all, a ftoutnefs of Judgment, which, in traverfing the opeti 
and fpacious Walks of Literature, difdained to be led Captive, 
either by the Sorceries of a felf-deluded Vifionary, or the De- 
crees of a felf-created Defpot. 

Astojortin, whether I look baclc to his Verfe, tohisProTe, 
to his critical, or to his theological Works, there are few 
Authors to whom I am fo much indebted for rational Enter- 
tainment, or for (olid Inffaru^tlpn. Learned he was, without 
Pedantry, He was ingenious without the Afie£btioa of Sia- 
gulirity. He was a Lover of Truth, without hovoringover 
the gloomy Abyfs of Scepticifm, and a Friend to Free«E&quiry, 
without roving into the dreary and pathlefs Wilds of Latitndl** 
oarianifm. ^e had a Heart, which never difgrac^ the Powers 
of his Underftanding. With a lively Imagination, an elegant 
Tafte, and a Judgment moft mafculine and moft .correal, he 
united the artlefs and amiable Negligence.of a School Boy. Wit 
^ without ill Nature, and Senfe without EflSii^, he could, at will, 
fcatter upon every Subjeft ; aijd in every Bodc^ the Writer pre- 
ients us with a near and dillinA View of the real Man» 

ut omnis 

Fctiva pateat tanquam defer ipta tabella 
Fita Sems, * Hor. Sat. i. Lib. 2. 

3 Let 1)96 not be charged with Pedantry, if, for the Want of Engliffi 
Words equally corre{pondent with my Ideas, I fay, that, in tht lighter 
Parts of Jortin's Writings may be found that IJlfemskia which is defined by 
Ariftotle vmeuitvfjLivn v^fig, and that, in the more ftrious, is preferred thai 
rijMyoH, which the fame Philolbphermoft accurately and beautifully ex- 
plains, fjMKctx>ii^ vjcry^(jua» €af'jlns^ Rhetoric. Lib. a. Cap. X2. 8c 17. 

Knowing thft Greek is thought by fome nicer Readers to deform an 
Englifli Page, and being, perhaps, in the Habit of remembering rather 
more Paflag^s than I dare produce, 1 have often driven down my Quo* 
tations into a Nbte for Refuge. This Apology I make once for all, and 
I truft that it will fatisfy all Readers, except thoCe who may wifli to fee 
Qjiotations purified from the Drega of Antiquity tbroogh the Strainers of 
Ml Englifh Tranflatron. 

imfiimn^nldgerccuroi Decium Uium voh. 

His 
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ttis Style, tiiotigh inartificial, is fometltned devated : thoogh 
familiar, it is neYermean ; and tiiougb employed Di)on various 
Topics of Theology, Ethics, and Criticifm, it is not arrayed 
in any delufive refemblance, either, of Solemnity, from fanatical 
Cant,of Profoundnefs, from fcholaflic Jargon, of Precifioii, from 
the . crabbed Formalities of cloudy Philologies, or of Refine- 
ment, from the technical Babble of frivolous ConnoifTeurs. 

At the Ihadowy and fleeting Reputation which is fometimes 
gained by the petty Frolics of literary Vanity, or the mifehie* 
vous Struggles of controverfial Rage, Jortin never grafped. 
Truth, which fome Men are ambitious of feizing by Surprize in 
the tracklefs and dark Recefs, he was content to overtake ia 
the broad and beaten Path : And in the Pnrfuit of it, if he does 
not excite our Aftoniihment by the Rapidity of his Strides, he^ 
at lead, fecures our Confidence by the Firmnefs of his Step* 
To the Examination of Pofitions advanced by other Men, he. 
always brought a Mind, which neither Prepoflefflon had (e- 
duced, nor Malevolence polluted. He impofed not his owa 
Conjedures as infallible and irrefiftible Truths, nor endea- 
voured to give an Air of Importance to Trifles, by dogmatical 
Vehemence. He could fupport his more ferious Opinions, with* 
out the Veriatility of a SophiA, the Fiercenefs of a Difputant, 
or the Impertinence of a Buffoon — more than this — he could r«* 
linquifl) or correSi them with the calm and fleady Dignity of a 
Writer^ who, while he yielded fomething to the Arguments o£ 
his AntagoniilS) Was confcious of retaining enough to coib- 
mand their Refpe6l. He had too much Difcernment to confound 
difference of Opinion with Malignity or Dullnefs, and too much 
Candour to infult, where he could not perfuade. Though 
his Senfibilities were neither Coarie nor Sluggifh, he yet was 
exempt from thofe ficUe Humours, thofe rankling Jealoufies^ 
and that reftleis Waywardnefs, which Men of the brighteft Ta- 
lents 9l« too prone to indulge. He carried with him, into every 
Station in which he was placed, and evety Subjeft which ho 
explored, a folid Greatnefs of Soul, which could fpare an Infe- 
rior, though in;the ofFenfive Form of aa Adverfary,and endure an 
Equal with, or without, the facred Martie of Friend. The Im- 
portance of Commendation, as well to him who beftows, as to him 
who claims it, he efiimated not only with JufUce^ but whh De<- 

O % licacy. 
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Ikaqr, and therefore, fie neither wantonly Tavifhcd it, nor >»!5^h- 
held it anfterely. But Inveftive he neither provdted nor fc<<rcd j 
and, as to the Severities of Contempt, he refervcd them foi^ Occafi* 
oos where alone they cffuld be emjrfoyed with Propriety, aijd 
where,by htrnfelfyXhej always iwr* employed with EfFeft-r-for th^ 
Chaftifement of arrogant Dunces, of ccnforious Sciolifts, of hitolc-' 
rant Bigots in every Seft, and onprinclpled Impoftor» in every 
Profeffion. Diftinguiftied in various Forms of literary Cooa- 
ppfition, engaged in various Duties of his ecclefiaftical Profef- 
fion, and bleffed \vith a long and honourable Life, he noWy ex- 
emplified that rare and iliuftrious Virtue of Charity, which 
Leland, In his Reply to the Letter-writer,^ thus eloquently 
defcribes. *' Charity never mifreprefentd ; never afcribes 
•* obnoxious Principles or miftakcn Opinions to an Opponent, 
•* which he himfelf difavpws ; is not foearneft in refuting, as 
r •* to fancy Pofitions neveraflerted^ and to extend its Cenfurc to 

I ** Opinions, Vfhlch will perhaps be delivered. Charity U 

j ♦* utterly averfe to sneering^ the moft defpicable Species of 

*• Ridicule, that moft defpicable Subterfuge of an impotent 
♦* pbjeflor. Charity never fuppofes, that all Senfe and 
" Knowledge are confined to a particular Circle, to a Diftrifi, or 
•* to a Country : Charity never condemns and en^braccj 
*' Principles in the fame Breath ; never prtfeffes to confute^ 
*' what it acknowledges to be juft, never prefumes to bear down 
**an Adverfary with confident Aflertions; Charity does 
♦* not call Diflent Infolence, or the Want of implicit Submif- 
^* fion a Want of common * Rcfpeft." 

This, I cannot help exclaiming in the Words of the R. R^ 
Remarket — ** This is the. Solution of a Philofbpher indeed; 
^^ clear, fimple, manly, rational, and ftriking Coaviftion in 
♦* every Word, unlike the refined and fantaftic Nonfenfe of a 
** Writer of ' Paradoxes.'' 

The Efteem, the Affeftion, the Reverence, which I feel for 
fb profound a Scholar, and fo honeft a Man, as Dr. Jortin^ 
make me wholly indifferent to the Praife and Cenfure of thofc, 
who vilify, without reading, his Writings, or read them, 
without finding fome Incentive to Study, fome Proficiency ift 
Knowledge, or fome Improvement in Virtue. 

^ « Page 51 of the Qiiarto Edition of Dr. Leiand's Anfyirer^ printed at 

London, 1765. Vide Remarks on Hume, P. 9$. 
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TESTIMONIA" A.UCTORUM. 

SOON after Warburton firft began his Courtfliip to Fame, 
he followed the Example of the God VcrtumDus in hk 
Addrefles to Potnona; ajftmilavit anum, as wc fee by this 
Comm^Qtary ; and he fucceeded ; the Cfaarader was a venera- 
ble Charafter and well fupported. 
. - ' Omnk Ari/iippum iecuit flatus et color et res. 

Others itoagine, ht took the old Woman vpon him to get 
rid of the Green Skknefs; the Symptoms of which were 
♦hfreatnicfg^ at the fame Time he pnblifhed his Book ofTralifla- 
ticfis ; (which died of that Diftemper) at the fame Time that 
ftte hiftoric Mafe was fo very ill of it ; an Account of which 
^e find in his next Book, the critical and pbilofophical Enquiry 
intb the Caufe of Prodigies, &c. P. ^5. The Words are thefe. 
** The hiftoric Mufe, after much vain Longing for a tigoroui 
** Adorer, is fallen under that Indifpdition of her Sex fo well 
^« known by a depraved Appetite for Traflt and Cinders,^* 
Hd^cvcr, liis Lordftiip's critical Mufe had a ftronger Conftitu- 
tion ; and got over it, as I tell you, by taking the old Woman. 
And the yellow Hue, that now fpreads fo widely among his 
Friends and tinges every Page in the Delicacy of Friend/hip^ 
and ttiany other Pamphlets, is entirely owing to a very different 

Canfc. 

Vide *' C6nfufion Worfe Confounded." P. 56. 

: I beg the Continuance of that Regard and Efteem, which yoa 
have been fo kind as to exprefs towards roe : I will now tell you 
how highly I (hall prize it. Your Friend above-mentioned, the 
Arithor of the Diltertation on the Delicacy of Friendfliip, hfes 
flopped my Mouth, arid makes me very cautious about faying 
uny Thing that may be conftrued into Flattery, or Fear of 
you. I call him your Friend, becaufe I fuppofc he pretends 
to be fo. What y6Ur Opinion of him is^, I cannot tell ; but I 
'&)tik you. owe hitn little Thanks for his Pains. He has at leaft 
. (hewn more Zeal than Difcretion in the Undertaking, and more 
l^aUvolent Wit than good Senfe or honeft Intention in the 

Ferforouiqc? ; 
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performance; the manifeft Tendency of which is to fow 
Strife, and to foment Difcord, and its natural EfFefts, if it has 
any, mujft be to leffen the Numbers of thpfe, who wlfh well to 
you and yoar Defigns : And I fay fo much of it in Order to 
oflure you, that it will not have that EfFeA with me. 

*? towth's Letter to Warburtpn,' dated 

WinchcfterSept. 9, I756.*'' 

You fpeak your Sentiments of the Author and Patnphiet oi| 
fixe Llelicacy of Friendjhip : Allow me to tell you mine.; You 
pake it a Kind of Queftion, whether he be my Frjepd. This 
is natural. Your Notion of the Commerce amongd learned 
Men, in Lettfsrs, may m^ke you a little dazzled with fuch.s^ 
Friendftiip in the Conuncrce of Life. TJic Author (if I know 
who was the Author, for the Pamphlet was publifhed before 
I had fo much as heard of its Contents) is a Man of very fur 
perior Talents, of Genius, Learning, and Virtue, indeed a prin- 
cipal Ornament of the Age he lives in : So that was I to wifli a 
^lefling to a Man, I was mod obliged to, I cpulfl not w|(h him 
a greater than the Friendlhipof fuch a ^erfqu. And I not only 
hdld myfelf h'rghly honoured, and obliged to him for this Marli 
of his good Will towards me, but think the Difcourfe very 
lervlceable to Men of Letters, if they would condefcend tq 
make a proper yfe of it. He tries in the finefl Irony in (ho 
World, to (hame them out of that deteftable Turn of Mind, 
which either out of lo\y Envy, or oqt of mfan and bafe Ap. 
prehenfions dare not do it, for Fear of its being unacceptable 
to their Superiors. The only Thing blameable, and which 
by the Way, is the only real Ground of Offence, is his extrava- 
gant Commendation of me. An^l if the Generofity, and im^ 
moderate Warmth of a friendly Heart will not excufe hini, 
(as it would be a Wonder if fo unexperienced a Thing (hould) I 
|Lnow myfelf fo well, as to be cpnfcioqs that he ba$ nothing 
belter to urge. 
* * " Dr. Warburton's Letter to Dr. Lowth, dated 

Prior Park, Sep5. 17, l^s6:^ 



[ 199 ] 

J remember to have giet with aPaflagein a certain Writer 
which Is not at alf favourable to jthe Grammarians* .^V^' ^P^ 

To»»1o ym; iltfov avflpwwww xaJcoJai^Moywi'., f 7« j^up eo ^ihiQt^ 
fjf>f!li Sr^pov vols j/fewila. •. ^ •'■■.. • 

*^ My Friendftiip I beftow upon Philofophers i As to So* 
'^ phiftsy little Grammarians, and fuch Soit of Scoundrels and 
•* Cacodaemons, I neither have, nor ever will have any Re- 
•* gard for them." 

The Man abhors Grammarians ; and Grammars, I fappofe. 
But who is the Author of this Bit of Greek ? An extraordinary 
Perfon, I aflure you ; a Projeftor, a Vifionnairc, a Lingnift 
by Infpiration, a Crack, a CJonjarer— in fliort, ApoUoniu»: 
Tyanenfis. He is the Man; and the Grammarians account 
it no Difgrace to be vilified by a Mountebank, 

Jortin's Life of Erafmus, Note, P. 604. « 
Vid. Apollon : Epift: prim. P. 385. Philoftrat. Edit. Okar* 



Extrafts from " A Letter to the Rev. Dr. Lowth, occa- 
fioned by his late Letter to the Right Revd. Author 
of the Divine Legation of Mofes. By the Author of 
EiTays pn the Charafl^riftics^ 8vo. 1766. . 

" The three following Letters contain a particular Proof 
** that I have been unreferved in declaring my Opinion of. 
" other Men's Writings, though in Oppofitipn to the known 
♦« Sentiments of Dr. Warburton. The Copy which I have of 
** them is without Date, but this i<i fufHciently fixed by the 
*< Time when the Pamphlet *' On the Delicacy of Frient^Jhif^ 
"was puUiftied; for they were written a few Weeks aftec 
" that Publication. 

" The firft was written,, in Subftance, I believe, to two 
« or three different Friends. As it contains nothing but my 
" Opinion of a Book, it is needlefsf to give their Names : It is 
♦* only intYodiiced,. as^ being explanatory of <hc two whicfa^. 
M follow, II runs thu?" : 
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PeSLt Sir, 

* * * * Here is a PampWet lately ptitlifctdmtkled *\pn the 
beUcacy of Friendjhip'\ which has alarmed me not a little : 
The morCi becaufe it is by fome attributed to me : Py oiJjer$ 
to *****,, or * * * *. The Compofition would cer- 
tainly do Honour to aay of us : * * * * Whoever he (tb€ 
Author) be, though I honour his Zeal for his Friend, yet 
bad I been of the Council before it was publiftied, 1 woii^ 
have \vhifpered this one Critietfm in his Ear. ** I think niy 
Friend, you are in Danger of hurting Dr. W. as well as your* 
jTef by the Intemperance of your Zeal. For though **♦♦ 
has certainly offended, yet you fo far over-rate his Offence, 
and your confcquential Accufations rife fo far beyond.it; 
that the Ofience which if more gently touched woul4 
have feemed coniiderable in the Eyes of the World, will, by 
thefe Aggravations, apparently groundlefs» fink into nothing 
in, the Opinion of Mankind." If you fliould ev^r come to the 
Knowledge of the Author, pray let him rea^ what'Ihav^ 
written. , '^ 

lam, Sec. 
' J. B. 

The two following were written by me to the Author of 
the Divine Legation of Mofe$. They were oCcafioned by this 
Pamphlet *' On the Delicacy of Friend/hip,** Concerning 
which I frankly communicated my Opinion, as aboTc to Dr^ 
Warburton : Our Sentiments were different on this Subjfcft. 
The Debate was maintained with fome Warmth on both 
Sides; but I muft here do his Lordfhip the JuAice to fay^ 
that far from expefting any mean Compliance on my Part,- 
our Friendlhip and Correfpondence continued unbroken as 
before. Whatever hath anyeflcntial Tendency to my pre- 
fent Vindication is as follows ; and is now publiflied with the 
Confent of the Bifhop of GlouceRfer ; 

*****! was, indeed, alarmed at being told ^ * * * of thisr 
f itmphlet and of my.being if* fifppbftd Author* Tfhe Rea- 
jfon why I was thus alarmed was^ b^alife the Aticottftt.IhaH 

'-■'■■■"'■ "•' ' '/ " ■ - ^ ■ -■ di 
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of it * ^ * * would have aiarme^ the meftfaognliiepC'yQnar 
Friends, who were as ignorant of it as I was. 1 am fur^^it 
would only give yoo Paio> (hould I tell you the Particulars 
of this Account ; and therefore I forbear it. I do not think 
of this Pamphlet as the World does : I think more favour- 
ably. I told you what J think, and I pfotcQ it is not Ihl&f 
Power to think otherwife. 

I am confclous to myfelt of meaniiig dfliot^eftedly towa-d^ 
you. I dare to facrifice any Intereft in your Behalf : J know 
I dan do it, becaufe I know I have done it : But I icoofefs 
I dare not facrifice my Reafon. I am perfuaded this is Qot 
the Price at which you would have me buy your Fri^ndfliip ; 
I am fure you are of too noble a Mind to attei&pt to enflave 
me ; I believe you are as incapable of attempting, as I am of 
fubmitting to it. If fo, then certainly there muft many Inci- 
dents occur, m which Allowance muft be made for Varietjr 
of JudgmedtSr , 

I am. Dear Sir, &c, * 

J. B, , 

The following Was written by me to the fame Perfon, 
abou^ the fame Time. ' 

« • • ♦ ♦ ♦ I am gbd^ upon the wholes that I have h^d this 
Opportunity of fpWking my free Thoughts to you upon this 
Matter ) and froiift M^hat I know of the Opehnefsand Generofity 
of your Temper, am perfuaded yoti cannot take it amifs, thodgh 
1 ftiould Se miftaken in fome Particulars. My Efteem for you, 
and my Obligations to you I am proud to take dll Opportu- 
fiities of declaring, arid (hall to the laft Hour of my Life. 
A| the fame Time, I muft zCt the Part of a Man, ^nd vindi- 
cate myfeif from every Thing that may have the leaft Ten- 
dency to debafe my Charafter. In doing this, I' rcflcft Ho- 
itoiir to^ at ' leaft I preveht Difcredit from falling upon thofe 
who have diftinginflied me By thdr Regard. I would rife 
with the fame Warmth in my Friend's Vindicaticrn as my owft, 
nfod am idife^uatfe Occafidn ; yet f|Jlfr I W6l3ld do it with 
iMmudb^ bdog perftfadtd tb^lt tli^ blind Zeal of a well- 

meaning 



■^ 



[ 202 J 

flveaniog Friend may huit a Maa far mare than the flypb- 
crify of an Enemy^ 

I aoi, &c. 

J. R 



Monthly Review, for Oft. 1764, Page 305. 
J Letter to tht Revd. Dr. Thomas Leldnd^ Fellow of Trinity 
College^ Du^ifif in whhh his late Dijfertation on the Prin-^ 
€ifks of Human Eloquence is criticized \ and the Bijhop of 
Gbucefter^s Idea of the Nature and CharaSfer of an Infpired 
Language^ as delivered in his LordJhip*s Doctrine of Grace; 
is vinMcaUdfrom all the Ohje^iom of the learned Author of 
the Dijfertation. 8vo. 3s. 6d» 

This Letter-writer fets out thus * I have read your Diilerta*. 
< tion pn the Principles of Human Eloquence, and (hall very 

* readily, I dare fay, be indulged in the Liberty I am going to 

* tajce, of giving you my free Thoughts upon it. I (hall do it 

* with all the Regard that is due from one Scholar to another j 

* and even with all the Civility which may be requred of o;7e 
^ who hath his Reafons for addreffing youii^ this public Man- 

* ncr, without a Name.' 

Upon reading this, we were naturally led to expeft^alibe- 
raU candid, and polite Letter, fuch as becpm^s one Gentlemanf 
to write to another ; but we foon found that this Letter- writer 
is either entirely ignorant of what is rf«tf /rw one Scholar t» 
anotbevs or never intended to keep bis'Promife. A Spirit of 
infolence breaths ihrpugh the whol^ i^etiter, with an academi-: 
^\ Pertncfs, unworthy of a polite Scholar, and in an anonym 
mous \Vriter, extremiely mean and cowardly* 

Whatever Advantage this Author, or his Admirers, may» 
imagine he has over Dr. Leiand in Point of Argument and 
critical Aumenj be is certainly much inferpt; to him m gpod 
Breeding. . In Regard to the Merit of his pefence of the Bifiidp 
of Gloucefter, we (hall only fay, that it is fpccious jand plaufi-* 
ble, but far from being folid and fatisfaftory. It wodd be to 
^p Pprpofe to detain oi?r Readers with a particular; Apoount of 

Wh#n 
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vAiSLt he has adranced ; fuch of them as have read the learned 
Prelate's Work, aad are Jndges of the Subject, mufl have 
formed their Opiaioo of it long before now. 

Jt 18 incumbent onus, however, to give a Specimen of our 
Author's Manner of Writing, in Order to vindicate the Cha- 
rader we have given of it. We fluU therefore lay before oor 
Readers the Conclufion of this Letter, leaving them to deter* 
niine whether it is oris not agreeable to the Beginning of it. 

* I will not deny, ftys he, that the mere Juftlce due lo a great 
CharaAer, whom I found fomewhat freely, not to fay injuri- 
odfly treated by you, wa> one Motive with me to hazard thig 
Addrefs to you. If I ad<l another, it is fuch as I need not diT-* 
own, and which you, of all Men, will be the laft to objeA to« 
I mean a Motive of Charity tou^ids yourfdf. ' 

< I am much a Stranger to your Perfon, and, what It may- 
perhaps be fcarce decent for me to profefs to you, even to your 
Wridngs. All I know of yourfelf is, what your Book tells 
me, that you are diftinguiOied by an honourable Place and Of- 
fice in the Univerfity of Dublin: And what I have hear^ of 
your Writings, makes me think favourably of a private Scho- 
lar, who, they fay, employs himfclf in fuch Works of Learning 
and Tafte, as are proper to inftill a Reverence into young 
Minds for the bed Models of ancient Eloquence. While yon 
are thus creditably Rationed, and thus ufefuUy employed, I 
could not but feel fome Concern for the Hart you were likely 
to do yourfelf, by engaging in fo warm and fo unneceflary aa 
Oppofition to a Writer, as you charafterlze him, of dt/HnguiJhei 
Eminence, Time was, when even with us, on this Side the 
Water, the Novelty of this Writer's Pofitions, and the Envy,' 
which ever attends fuperior Merit, difpofed fome warm Per- 
fons to open and profecute, with many hard Words, the un- 
popular Cry againft him, of his being a bold and paradoxical 
Writer. But Reflexion and Experience have quieted thii 
Alarm. Men of Senfeand Judgment have confidered his Pa- 
radoxes as very harrolefs, nay as very fober and ccrtaitr 
Truths ; and even vie with each other in their Zeal for birili^' 
iog upon them, as the fureft Bafis on which a juft and rational 
yindicgUootof our common Religion can berdfed; Thist« 
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the prefeot State of Things with us;,: and efpecially, ihef 
fay, m the Ui^veriitks of this .Kingdom** 

Mt was, therefore^ not without fome Sarprire,- I found «; 
Gentleman of Learning and £dacation revive^ at fuch a Junc- 
ture> that ftale and worn-ootToptc^ and difgrace himfelf by 
propagating this Clamour, of I know not what paradoxical 
Boldnefsj now long out of Oate^ in the much approyed Writings 
oiF this great Prelate, Nor was the Di(honour to yourfelf the 
opiy CircymftaAce to be lamented. You were flriviBg with ail 
your Might to icfufe Prejudices into the Minds of many inge-- 
Aiotts and virtuous young Mea, whom you wotitd furely be 
forry to.miflcad}. ^d, who, would oWe you but little Thanks 
for prepofT^iTmg them with. unfavourable Sentiments of fuch a 
Man and Writer as tbje BtOiop of Gboeeder, they wtll fiod^ 
is generally efieemed to be. 

. *' Thefe, then, were the ConfideratiOns which induced me to 
employ an Hour or two of Leifure in giving your Book a free 
K3Lamination. I have done it in as few Words as poflible, and 
m a^fanner which no reafonable. aod candid Man, I perfuade 
myfelf, will difapprove. I know what Apologies isay be. re* 
qmiite to the learned Bifbop for ^ Stranger's engaging in thi^ 
officious Taik. But to you, Sir, I make none: It. is enough 
If any Benefits to yourfdf or others iftaiy bfe derived from it.' 
^ Such is the Regard which this Writer thinks is due frotti one 
Scholar to another. In what School he has teamed his 
good Breeding few of our Readers need be told : That he is an 
apt Scholar, and zealous . for the Honour of his: Mailer, is 
abijndantly evidfent. — We can by no Means, however,, fee the 
Juftice of treating poor Dr. Maad iu this unmercifQl Manndr. 
It is very poflSble, or rather, highly probable, he never heard 
that all Men of Senfe and judgment on this Side the Water, 
)>ad acknowledged the Biftiop of Gloupefter as their only right- 
ful literary Sovereign, * and vjed with each other ii^ their Zeal 
pf building upon his Paradoxes^ . at the foreft. Bafls on. which 
ajud and ratiocal Vindication of opr common Religion can be 
raifed.* Nay,, fuppofing the Doftor to have heard tbisy and 
even fuppoiiog it to be true, we cannot fee any Obll^tiOft the 
iJaiverfity of DubliUi or ihe Gentlemen of Irelaud, are under 
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to acknowledge the learned Prelate's Authority ; they dcfcrvc 
rather, it (hould feem, to be highly commended for their noble 
independent Spirit, in refufing to call any Man on Earth, 
Mast£r. 

Bat we (hall concladc this Article with a fair Challenge to 
this Letter- Writer, as the only Way of anfwering his arrogant 
and prefumptuous Aflertions : If he will-€ondefcend to produce 
a Lift of thofe Men of Senfe and Judgment, who vye with each 
other in Building upon the 3ifliop*s Paradoxes, we will engage 
to produce a Li^ of Men of Senfe and Judgment, who are ia 
very difiefent Sentiments; and appeal to f he impartial Public, 
which of the two Lifts is n^oft refpeflable. 



Critical Review for April, 176^,^ Psig^ 2^^ 
An Anfwe^ to a LttUt t$ tte JUvenniL Dr. %h^s Leland^ 
containing^ An Examination of the Criticifm on a late Differ-- 
tat ion on the Principles of Eloquence. Ji^ which is particu^ 
larlyjhewn^ that the Lord Bijhop of Glpuce/l'e/^ Idea of tht 
Chara£ler of an infpired Language ^ as defmered in, his Doc^ 
trine of Graccy is acknowledged to be indefenfhU hy the 
learned Vindicator. By Dr. Thomas Leland/ D. D. 410, 
Price 2S. 6d. 

This Controverfy gives us a lively Idea of a Preferment hunt* 
ing toad eater. A great Prelate who has many literary Qualifica- 
^ions ; but, in that Part of Knowledge which regards Genius, is 
not perhaps the beft Critic in England, happens to go out of his 
Depth, and while he is finking, his toad eater tells him that he 
is treading good Ground ; but, at the fame Time offers him 
the life of a Cork Jacket to keep him above Water. 

We have already (fee Vol.* 18. — P. 328) declared our Opi- 
nion, that Dr. Leland, in the Difpute between him and ths 
officious Letter-writer who pitted himfelf as the Champion f jr 
the R. R. Prelate, has greatly the Advantage in this Contro- 
fcrfy, 

• The Reader will do well to read the mtfterly Pieces of Criticiftu 
uposLeland's Differtation in the C R. for July 1764, and upon the 
Letter to Dr. Lciand in the fame Review for November 1764. Edk. 
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' P. 14$. Note, for ^*Xo]t/AtA read ^Ao7«/40i» and transfer this iiuo-> 
tatioQ from Ariftotle to the word Similitude^ line 14. p. 146. 
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P. 161 • Line 6. ioxharajfed xz?A barrajjed 
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A N 

ADDRESS 



TO THE 

Reverekd Dr. JORTIN. 

R E V. S i R, 

AS great ^n Admirer sis I muft profefs myfelf of your 
Writings, I little expefted that any of them would 
give me the Pleafure, that I have juft now received from the 
laft of your six Dissertations on different Subjects. 
The other five have doubtlefs their diftinft Merits. But ia 
this, methinks, I fee an affemblage, a very Conftellation, as it 
were, of all your Virtues, all that can recommend the Scholar 
or endear the Friend. This laft, give me Leave to fay, is fo 
tinufual a Part of a learned Nfan's Charafter, and appears with 
fo peculiar a Luftre in this Difcourfe, that the Public will not 
be difpleafed to have it fet before them in full View, and re* 
commended to general Imitation, with a Franknefs, ^yhich tho* 
it may fomewhat difgud your own Delicacy, feems but very 
neceflary on fuch an Occafion and in fvich Times. 

I leave it to others therefore to celebrate the Happlnefs of 
your Invention, the Urbanity of your Wit, the Regularity of 
your Plan, the Addrefs with which you conceal the Point you 
aim at in this DifTertation, and yet the Pains you take in feem- 
ing obliquely to make your Way to it. Thefe and many other 
Beauties which your long Study of the Antients hath enabled 
you to bring into modern Compolition, have been generally 
taken Notice of in your other Writings, and will find Encom* 
iafts enough among the common Herd of your Readers. The 
Honour, I propofe to do you by this Addrefs is of another 
Kind ; and as it lies a Httle remote from vulgar Appreheofioo^ 
I (hall have fome Merit with you for difplaying it a$ it deferves. 

P T« 
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To come to a Point then, next to the total Want of Friend- 
lhip» which one has too much Reafon to obferve and lament^ 
in the gitat Scfarblars o( every y\ge, nothing hath at any time 
difgufted^me fo much as the grofs Indelicacy, with which they 
are ufually feen to conduA themfelves in their Expreflion of 
this Virtue. 

I have by me a large Colleftion of the civil Things, which 
tK^ Idtteifcd Friends have been pleafed to fay of oi^c aooth^, 
and it would amaze yon to fee with what an Energy and 
Force of Language they are delivered- One Thing I thought 
very remarkable, that the greater the Parts, and the more un- 
qiieflipned the Learning, and .thie Abilities of the Encoraiaft, 
J oft fo muqh the.ftroi^ger, that is to fay, according to tlie 
ufual Acceptation^ juft fo nluch the more friendly are bis £a* 
comiums. 

I have a great Example in my Eye. A Man for Inftance hatti 
a bofom Frii^nd, whoqa he takes for a Perfon of the purcft 
and moll benevolent Virtue, prefently he fets him down for 
fuch, and publidieth him to all the World.-— Or he hath ^a 
Intimacy with aa eminent Poet « And no Regard to Decency, 
reftraiQS him from calling him a great Genius, as Hora;:e, ypu 
know, did his friend Virgil, almoft to his face. Or he k 
.loved and honoured by a great Lawyer or twp ; and then bjp 
/lire all the fine Things that have been faid of your CicEROSt, 
your ScoEVOL AS, or your Htdjls are Squandered away upo» 
.them. Of' he bath perchance the Honour of being well wittx 
a great CuyRCHMAN, much famed for his Political and Reli- 
gious Services ; down he goes at once for a Lover of his Coun- 
try, and the Scourge of Infidels and Free-thinkers, with as little 
. Rcferve as if he had a Jjsrom or a Father Pa«l to celebrate. 
Or once or twice in his Life it hath been his Fortune to be dif- 
tingu5(hed by great Minifters. Such Occafions arc rare. And 
therefore a little Gratitude, we will fay is albwable. But can 
, amy Thing be faid for abominable formal Dfdicaiions ? Or laftly^ 
.he thinks he fees fome fparks of Virtue, even in his ordinary 
Ac4uaintance, and thefc, as faft as be obferves them he ga- 
' thcr$ up, and flicks, on the firft Occafion, in fome or othec 
of his immortal Volumes. 

O DOCTOI^ 
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DocTOH JoRTiN I if you did but Tec half the Extrava- 
gances, I have colledled of this Sort in the fingle lodance of one 
Mao, you would (land aghaft . at this Degree of Corruptioa 
fai the learned World, and would begin ro apprehend fomc- 
thing of your great Merit in this feafonabl^ Endeavour to put 
a Stop to its Progrcfs. 

And what above all grieves me is, that this is no novel Inven* 
tion ; for then it might well have ranked with the other Argu. 
meats of Degeneracy fojuftly chargeable on the prefent Times; 
bat the all-accompiifiied Ancients themfelves have, to own tht 
T/uth, fet the Example^ 

1 took Notice juft now, of the IM genium Ingen s of Horace. 
The other Poets of that Time abound in thefe fulfome £nco-> 
miums. But I am even fliocked to think that fuch Men as 
Cicero and Flint, Men fo pcrfeft as they were/in the Com- 
merce o^ the World, and from their Station, fo pnQiftd in all 
the Decencies of Converfation, were far gone in this Folly. 
And yet there are, in Truth, more Infiances of this Weakneft 
in their Writings, than in thofe of any modern I can readily 
call to Mind. 

Something I know hath been faid in Excufe of this illiberal 
Manner, from the Views and Characters and Necessi* 
.TIES of thofe that ufe it. And my unfeigned Regard for the 
Profcflbrs of Learning, makes me willing that any Thing they 
have to offer for themfelves (hould be fairly heard. 

They fay then, and with fome Appearance of Truth, that 
M all the Benefit they propofe to themfelves by their Labours^ 
if foe the moft Part nothing more than a little Fame (whicl|« 
'jwheiber good or bad, as the Poet obferves, 

begins and ends 
In the fmall Circle of our Foes, or Friends.) 

They think it hard to be denied this flender Recompeoct. 
which each expeAs in his Turn, and (houid therefore be not 
uowilling to pay to others. 

They further ailedge, that as they are generally plain Mkn, 
much given to fpeak their Minds, and quite unpradifed ia 
the Arts of that chafte Referve and delicate Self-denial, tp 
which fome few of their Order have happily habituated then^ 
li^veSi they hope to be forgiyeii fo natural an Infirmity, to 

F % whifliii 
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Which the Circumftances of their Situatioa and Charafter fa- 
tally expofe them. 

But ladly they fay, thh Pra6tice is la a Manner forced upon 
them by the Malignity ef the Times. Let a learned Man, 
deferve ever fo well of the Public, none but thofe who are 
known to be of his Acquaintance think fhemfelves at all con- 
cerned to take Notice of his Services. Efpecially this is ob- 
ferved to be the conftant fjumour of our Country Men, who 
rarely fpeak well of any but their Friends, as our Polite Neigh- 
bourj rarely fpeak ill of any but their Enemies. Now this 
malevolent Difpofition of the Learned makes it neceffary, they 
pretend, that fuch of them as are connefted by any Bond of 
Friendfliip (hould be indulged the greater Liberty of commen- 
ding one another. Unlefs you will utterly exclude all Inter- 
courfe of Praife and Panegyric from human Society, which 
they humbly conceive may be attended with fome few Incon- 
veniences. To ftrengthen this laft Obfervation they even add 
that the Public is ufually more fliy in bellowing its Praifes, on 
Writers of eminent and fuperior Merit than on Others* As 
well knowing I fuppofe, that Pofterity will make theta ampid 
Amends for any Mortification they may meet vwth at prefent, 
and that in the mean Time they are more than fufficiently 
honoured by the conftant Railings and Inveftives of. the Don- 
ees. Laftly they obferve that in the more frivolous and eafy 
Kinds of Learning fuch for Inftanceasare convcrfant about the 
Collation of M.S.S. the R edification of Points, and the Cor- 
reftion of Letters, the general and approved Cuttom is for all 
Profeflbrs of this Clafs, whether Friends or Enemies, to cry 
up each other as much as they pleafe, and that it is even reck- 
oned a Piece of Incivility not to preface a Citation from ever 
fo infignificant a Dealer, in verbal Criticifm with fotpe fuper- 
lative Appellation. And why, fay they, (hould thefe Kibblers 
of old Books •' thefe PTord- catchers that live on Syllables'* be 
indulged in this Amplitude of Expre/!ion to one another, 
when they who furnifli the Materials on which the Spawn of 
thefe Vermin are to feed in after Ages, are denied the little 
' Satisfaction of a more iizeable, as well as a more defetved 
Praife ? 

' I have 
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1 have not been afraid, you fee, to fet the Argi>mcnts of thcfe 
<tohappy Advocates for themfelves in as ftrong a Light as they 
will bear, becaufe I can eafily truft your Sagacity to find out 
a full and decifiye Anfwer to them. 

In tht firft Place, you will refer thefe Idolaters of Fame, for 
their better Information, to that curious Difcourfe on this 
Subjeft, which makes the fourth of the prefcnt CoUeftion, 
Next, you will tell ihem that you by no Means intend to deprive 
them of their juft Praife, but that they muft not fet up for 
Judges in their own Cafe, and prefume to think how much of . 
it they have Reafon to look for from their Friends. You will 
further fignify to them, that the trueft Office of Fricndfhip is to. 
be fparing of Commendation, left it awaken theEnvy'of a^a» 
ilcious World ; that there is a Kind of Fafcination in Praife, 
which wife Men have been juftly fufpicious of in all Ages ; 
and that a Grain or two from thofe who are not ufed to be pro- 
digal of this Incenfe, is an Offering of no fmall Value. But 
chiefly and laflily, you will give them to miderftand, that true 
Honour is feated not in the Mouths but Hearts of Men ; and 
that for any Thing they know, one may be forced to entertain 
the higheft poflible Efteem of their Virtues, though for their 
Sakes, and for other wife Reafons, one has that virtuous Com- 
mand of one's Tongue and Pen, as not to acquaint them with it/ 
Then, as to the Plainnefs and Opennefs of Mind, which is 
fald to make a Part in the Compofition of a Man of Letters, 
you will tell them that this is the very Foible you moft lament, 
and moft wifli them to cone6l : That it expofes them to much 
Cenfure, and many other Inconveniencies ; that this Franknefs- 
of Difpofition makes them be'^ow their Praifes on thofe whom 
the World has no fuch Efteem for, or whom it would rather 
fee left in Obfcurity and Oblivion; that ihey often difguft 
their Betters by this Proceeding, who have their Reafons for 
defiring that a Cloud may rem:^in on the Chara6lers of certaia 
obnoxious and dangerous Writers ; that by fuch warm and 
tinmanaged Commendations they become Partners, as it were, 
of their ill Deferts ; that they even make themfelves anfwer «• 
able for their future Conduft ; which is a Matter of fo very 
^Ice a Confideration, that the great Mafter of Life, though he 
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bad not the Virtue ilwayt to a£k up to bis own Mkxioi^ ddir 
vers it for a Precept of fpecial Ufe ia tb« Cooiincrce of tiM 
World, 

QjTitLEM COMMENDES ETIAM AT(^£ )!tUM APSf ICtt 

For it iignlfieth nothing in the Cafe before us, wl^th^ tb^ 
Re commendation be to a Patron or the Public. 

For all thefe K^afoos yquwill affure them that this ill Habit 
oF fpeaking their Mind on all Occafioos, jud as Nature and 
blind Friendibip didate, is that which more than any Thing 
dfe expofes them to the Contempt of knowing and confuleratf 
Men. 

Lajlly, with Regard to that other frivolous Plea taken from 
the Malignity of Mankind, and even thofe of their own Family 
pnd Profeflion, you will convince them that this is totally a 
Miftake, that the World is ready enough to take Notice of 
fuperior Eminence in Letters, that it is even apt co grow ex- 
travagant in its Admiration, and that this Humour of the Pub^ 
lie is itfelf a Reafon for that Referve with which their Friends, 
if they truly merit that Name, ought to condud themfelvea 
towards theto : that this Splendour of Reputation, whicb 
is fo generally the Confequence of dlHinguifhing Learnings 
requires to be allayed and foftened by the difcrcet Manage- 
ment of thofe who wifti them well, left it not only grow of* 
fenfive to weak Eyes, but dazzle their own with too fond an 
Imagination of their owi Importance, and fo reLix the Ardour 
of their Purfuits, or betray them into fome unfeemly Oftenta^ 
tion of their juft Merits. You will further fuggeft, that grej^t 
Atchievements in Letters, are fufficicntly recompenced by the 
$lent Complacency of felf EAeem and of a good Confcience ; 
while lelfer Services demand to be brought out and magnified 
to the public Eye for the due Encouragement and Confolatioa 
of thofe, who would otherwife have but fmall Reafon to be 
fatisficd with themfelves. You might even obferve, that Si- 
lence itfelf is often a full Acknowledgemeat of fuperior Defert^ 
efpecially when perfonal Obligations, as well as other Reafons^ 
^ht prQVoke then;^ to break ihrough it, In fuch Cafe^ if it 
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to be uncjerfiood, that if a Friend be fparing of bU good Word, 
it is in Violence to his Inclination, and that nothing bat theten-^ 
der Apprehedfion of puihing an ackno^^Iedged Merit too far, 
^'itholds him from giving a public Teftimony to it. Bat in Con-* 
cluflon, you will not omit to fet them right with Regard to 
one Material miAake in this Matter ; that whereas they com* 
plain of the fuperior Eftimation in which the Profeffors of ver- 
bal Criticifm are held amongd as, whom with a ftrange Maiig* 
nity'lhey affcft to reprefent as the very lowcft Retainers to 
Science ; you, and all true Schorrs, on the other hand, maintala 
that the ftody of Words is the moft ufefuland creditable of all 
others, and that this genuine ctafs of learned Men, have Rea^ 
fon to pride themfelves in their objefted, but truly glorious 
Charafter of verbal Critics. 

And now Sir, having feen how little can be faid in JuAificatioii 
of that ofFenfive CuAom which the learned have fome how ta- 
ken up of diredlly applauding one another, I come to the more 
immediate Purpofe of this Addrefs, which was to (hew how 
Angularly happy you have been in avoiding this great Vice, 
fiXki to take Occafion from the Example you have now fet us, to 
recommend the contrary Virtue to the Imitation of others. 

1 am fenfiWe there are fome Difficulties to be encountered 
at Ceding out. A generous Mind will probably feel fome Re<- 
laftance, at firft, to the Scheme of fupprefling his natural Feel- 
ings, and of withrholding from his Friend that juft tribute of 
•Praife which many others perhaps are but too willing fliould 
be with-held from him. But all Scruples of this Sort will be 
jgoi over when the full Merit of your Example hath been eon- 
fidered ; I mean when the Inducements you had to give into 
the common Weaknefs on this occafion come to be fairly drawn 
out ; by which it will be clearly feen that you have the Glory 
'of fetting a Precedent of the moft heroic Magnanimity and felf 
•Denial, and that nothing can poffibjy be urged in the cafe of 
any other, which you have not triumphantly gotten the better 
of in your own. 

I obferve it to your Honour, Sir, yon have ventured on the 
fame ground in this famous E>i{rertation, which hath been trod- 
.dcn by the raoft noted, at leaft, of our prefent Writers. Bat 
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this IS not enough. It will be of moment to confidcr a little 
more particularly the Chara£ier of the Perfon whom you chufe 
to follow or rather nobly emulate in this Route. And left you 
ihould think I have any Dcfign to leflenthe Merit of your Coij- I 

duft towards hiqci by giving it ip my cool Way, take it from \ 

one of thofe warm Friends who never balk their Humour in this I 

Sort of Commendations, Upon afking him what he thought of | 

the learned Perfon's Charafterj and telling him the Ufe I might 
perhaps make of his Opinion in this Addrefs to you, he begaa 
in a very folemn Way, 

•* The Author of the D. L. fays he is a Writer whofe Genius 
•« and Learning have fo far fubdued Envy itfelf, (though it ne- 
*^ ver rofe Fiercer againft any Man, or in more various and gro- 
<* tcfque Shapes) that every Man of Senfe now eftecms him the 
*^ Ornament, and every good Man the bieffing of thefe Times.'* i 

Hold, laid J, my good Friend, I did not mean to put your i 

Eloquence to the btretch for this Panegyric on his intelU£fual j 

Endowments, which I am very ready to take upon Truft, 
and, to lay the Truth, have never heard violently run down 
by any but very prejudiced or very dull Men. His moral Qua- 
lities are thofe I ara moll concerned for, 

** His moral, lefumed he h .Itily, fli'.ne forth as^ ftrongly 
** from alibis Writings as the oiher, and are thofe which I A 

** have ever reverenced moft. Of thefe his Love of Letters and 
*' of Virtue ; his Veneiaton of great and good Men ; his Deli- 
** cacv of Honour in not alFuming to himfelf or depreffing ilic 
f Merit of others j his Rea iineis to give their Due to all Men of 
** real DeJert whoft- Principles he oppofes, even to the faftidious 
♦*fcoffing Lord Shaftesbury, and the licentious Bayle ; 
" but above all, his Zeal for Religion and for Truth, thefe are 
*' Qualities, which, as often as I look into his Volumes, attraft 
•* my Admiration and Hfttem. Nor is this Enumeration, tho* 
" it be far from complete, made at Random, I could illuftral« 
** each of thefe Virtues by various Inftances, taken from his 
** Works, were it not that the perfon you mean to Ad'drefs ii 
f* more convcifant in ihcm, and more ready, I may prefum^, 
f* to do him |uftice on any fitting Occafion than myfelf. The 
ff Liberty indeed he takes of diflenting from many great Names 
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« is confiderdble, as well as of Speaking his free Thoaghts df 
^* the Writers for whom he hath no Eftecm. But ihc one he 
" doth with that Refpeft and Deference, and the other with 
*• that Reafon and Jaftice, and both with that ingenuous Open- 
^* nefs and Candour, the Charafleriftics of a truly great Mind, 
•* that they whom he oppotcs cannot be angry, and they whooa 
" he cenfures, are Jiot mifufed. I mention this the rather on ac- 
** count of the Clamor which has fo frequently been raifed 
<* againft the Freedom and Severity of his Fen. But there is no 
" Myftcry in the Cafe. No dead Writer is fo bad but he has 
<* (ome Advocates, and no liviijg on^fo contemptible but he hag 
** fome Friends. And the Misfortune is, that while the prefent 
^* Generation is too much prejUvliced to do him right, Pofterity, 
** to whom the Appeal of Couifc lies, are not likely to have it 
** in their Power to rejudge the Caufe ; the Names and Wri- 
*' tings, he moft undervalues, being fuch as are hafttning, it 
** feems, to that Oblivion which is prepared for futh Things/* 
*• Thefe continued he, are iome of the obvious Qualities of 
" the Writer, and for the perfonal Virtues of the Man. — But 
*' here 1 may well refer you to Dp.Jortin himfelf,who will take 
*^ a Pleafure to affure you, that his private Charafter is not lefs 
** refpeftable than his public ; or rather, if the one demands our 
" Veneration, that the other muft fecureour Love. And yet 
*^ why reft the JVatter on the Credit of one, when all his Ac- 
•* quaintance agree in this, that he is the eafieft in his Conver- 
*♦ fation, the frankeft and moft communicative, the readieft xq 
** do all good Offices ; in (hort the friendlieft and moft generous 
#« of Men/' 

Thosfar our zealous Friend. And though I know how much 
you agree with him in your Sentiments, 1 dare fay you cannot 
but fqaile at fo egregious a Specimen of the high complimentary 
Manner, But though one is not to expeft an Encomiaft of ibis 
Clafs will be very fenfible of any Defe<5fs in the Perfon, he ccle* 
brates, yet it cannot be difowned that this magnified Man hath 
his Foibles as well as another. I will be fo fair as to enumerate 
fome of them. 

As he is confcious of intending Well, and even greatly In his 
learped Labors^ |i« is rather difpofed to think himfdf injured 

by 
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by m^IldoQs Slanders and grofs Mifrepk-efimtatlohf* And thein 
as he hath abundantly too much Wit» eTpedally for a great 
Divine, be is apt to fay fuch Things, as tho* dull Men do not 
y»dl comprehendy they fee Reafon enough to take Offente at. 
BefideSy he doth not fufficiently confult his Eafe or his Intereft 
by the Obfervancc of thofe Forms and Prafticcs which are 
in Ufe amongfl the prudent Part of his own Order. This no 
Doubt begets a reafonable Difguft* And even his Friends, I 
obferve, can hardly reftrain their Cenfure of fo great a Singu* 
larity. 

*^ He is fo much in his Study, they fay, that he hardly 
** allows himfelf Time to make his Appearance at a Levee. Not 
** confidering that iHud unum ad laudem cum lahn direSfum 
*' iter qui probaverunt prope jam foli in Scholis funt reli^i" 
Thefe Infirmities it muft be owned, are very notorious in 
him ; to which it might be added that he is very indifcreet, 
ibmetimes, in the Topics and Turn of his Conver&tion« His 
Zeal for his Friend it fo immoderate, that he takes fire even at 
the moft diftant Reflexion that he hears caft upon him. And 
I doubt no Confideration could with-hold him from contra- 
dialing any Man, let his Quality and Station be what it would» 
that (hould hazard a Joke, or an Argument, in his Companyp 
^gainft Religion. 

I thought it but juft to take Notice of thefe Wcakneflfes; 
And there may peihaps be fomc others, which I do not now 
recolleft. Yet on the whole, I will not deny that he m^y 
fairly pafs for an able, a friendly, and even amiable Man. 

This Perfon then, fuch as he is, fuch at leaft as the Zealoft 
reprefent and you efteem him, you have the Pleafure to call 
your Friend : Report fays too, that he has more than a com- 
mon Right to this Title ; That he has won it by many real 
Pervices done to yourfelf. How doth the Confcioofnefs of all 
this fire you ! and what Pains do 1 fee you take to reftrain that 
impatient Gratitude which would relieve itfelf by breaking 
forth in the Praifes of fuch a Friend I 

And yet — in Spite of all thefe Incitements from Ejieem, 
from Friendjhipj and from Gratitude, which might prompt 
50U to fome Extravagance of Comnacndationt fuch is the Com^ 

mand 
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9i*iid you h«yc of yourfelf, aad fo aicely do yoa tmderflaod 
what belongs to this Intercourfc of learned Friends, that ia 
the Inftance before us you do not, I think, appear to j?ave ex- 
ceeded the roodeft Proportion even of a lemperate and chaft« 
Praife. 

I aflurc you. Sir, I am fo charaied with the Beauty of this 
Conduft, that tho' it may give your Modefly fome Pain, I 
cannot help uniting the fevcral Parts of it, and prefeating the 
entire Image to you in one Piece. 

I meddle not with the Argument of your elaborate Diiler- 
fation. It is enough that your Readers know it to be the fame 
with that of another famous one in the D. L. They will 
Jtnow then that among the various Parts of that Work none 
was fo likely, as this, to extort your Applaufe. For it is uni- 
verfally, I fuppofe, agreed that, for a point in clailical Criii- 
cifm, th^re is not the Man living who hath a keener Relifh for 
it than yourfelf. And the general Opinion \Sy that your ho- 
noured Friend hath a Sort of Talent for this Kind of Writing. 
Some Ferfons, 1 know have talked at a ftrange Rate. One or 
two 1 once met with, were for fetting him much above the 
modern, and on a level, at leaft, with the befl of the old Cri- 
tics. But this was going too far, as may appear to any one 
that hath but attentively read and underftood what the judi- 
cious Mr. Upton, and the learned Mr. Edwards have, in 
their various Books and Pamphlets, well and folidly, and with 
great Delight to many difcerning perfons,written on this fubjeft. 
Yet ftiill muft needs think himconfiderably above Minellius 
andFARNABY; and almoft equal to old Sfryivs hiinfelf, 
that perhaps one doth not find in him the fiqgular Ingenuity* 
you admire in the laft of thefe Critics. 

But be this as it will, it feems pretty ^well agreed that tho 
learned Perfon, tho' fo great a Divine, is a very competent 
Judge, and no mean Proficient in claflical Criticifm. 1 here are 
many Specimens and Talents in this Way difperfed thro* the 
large and mifcellaneous Work of the D* L. But the greatest 
]&#Qi:t of bi&Geoius, they fay^ is fcen in the Explanation of 

* Dift^ Yi. p. 25f . 
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lie 6th Book of the lEncis. And with all its Defefls^ I caii 
eafily perceive you were fo ftruck with it, that it was with the 
urmoft Reluftancc you found yourfelf obliged by the Regard, 
which every honeft Critic owes to Truth, and by the fuperior 
Delicacy of your purpofe, to cenfure and expofe it. 

Another Man, I can eafily imagine, wouM hare faid to hfm- 
' f«lf before he had entered on this Talk, " This fine Commen- 
** tary, which fets the moft finiflied Part of the -ffilnels, and 
** indeed the whole Poem in fo new, and fo advantageous a 
" Light, tho* not an.Eflcntial in it, is yet a confiderable Or- 
** nament of a juftly admired Work. The Author too is my 
<« particular Friend j a Man the fartheft of all others, from 
•* any Pifpofition to lefTen the Reputation of thofe he loves j 
•* the fubjeft hath been well nigh exhaufted by him ; and 
*' the Remarks I have to offer on his Scheme, are nor, iri 
" Truth, of that Confequence as to make it a Point of Duty, 
•' for me to lay afide the ufual Regards of Friendfliip on their 
** Accoun^ And though he hath Greatnefs of Mind enough 
<* not to refent this Liberty, his impatient and ill-judging 
** Friends will be likely to take Offence at it. The Public it- 
** felf, as little biaffed as it feems to be in his Favor, may be 
*' even fcandalized at an Attempt of this Nature, to which no 
•* important Interefts of Religion or Learning feem to oblige 
*• me. 

After this Manner 1 fay would a common Man have been 
ppt to Reafon with himfelf. But yon, Sir, underftand the 
J^ights of literary Freedom, and the Offices of facred Friend(hip 
jit another Rate. The one authorize us to deliver our Senti- 
ments on any Point of Literature without Referve. And the 
ither will not fuffer you to difhonour the Man you Love, or 
require you to fully the Purity of your own Virtue, by a 
vicious and vulgar Complaifance. 

Or to give the Account of the whole Matter in your owa 
in^morable Words. 

Thp 6th Book of the ^neis, you obferve, tho* the moft 
fioiftied Part of the xii. is certainly obfcure. ** Here then I 
*« a Field open for Cri^lcifm, and J^H of us, who attempt to 
" j:xplain and illuftrate Virgil, have Reafon to hope that we 
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•* may make fome Difcoveries, and to fear that we may falL 
" into fome Mtftakes-, and this (hould induce us to conjeftow 
** with Freedom, to propofe with Diffidence, and to diffent 
'* with Civility. *Ay(K^n i' ?fi^ nfe /3poTor<n/' quoth old He- 
fiod. * 

Which Ihall I moft admire, the Dignity, the Candour, or 
the Prudence that (hine forth in this curious Paragraph, 
which flands as^a Sort of Preface to the Refutation, as no Doubt 
you defigned it, of your Friend's Work ? " Tou have Reafan 
•* to hope that, after the unfuccefsful Efforts of the Author tf 
thfU, L. Tou may make fome Difcoveries** In this Declara- 
tion fome may edeem you too fanguine. But I fee nothing in 
it but a Confidence very becoming a Man of your Talent at 
a Difcovery, and of your Importance in the literary World, 
You add indeed, as it were, to temper this Bddnefs, that 
** You have Reafon to fear too that you may fall into fome Mip 
** takes'* This was rather too modeft ; only it would fcrve^ 
at the fame Time to intimate to your Friend what he had 
to expeft from the following Deteftion of his Errors. But 
you lead us to the Confequence of thefe Principles. ** Tb€y 
** Jhould induce us, you fay, to conjecture with Free* 
•* DOM.*' Doubtlefs. And the Dignity of your Character 
is feen in taking it. For (hall the Authority or Friendfliip of 
any Man fiand in the Way of my Conjectures ? 



"^fcilicet, ut noH 



Sit mihi prima fides \ et vers quod placet ut non 
Acriter elatrem ! 



-** To PROPOSE WITH Diffidence.'* 



Certainly very prudent, cfpecially for one Sort of fret dm* 
jeiiurers ; and, by the Way, no bad Hint to the Perfon yott 
glance at, whofe Vice it is thought to be, above that of moft 
other Writers, never to trouble himfelf with compofmg a Book 
on any Quedion, of whofe Truth he is not previoufly aa4 
jfirmly convinced— " AND TO dissent with Civilitt.*^ 

»Dif. VI. P. »5i. 
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A cemdtd loiiiiUttiolli which amoutits to thi$, *' That when « 
^' Writer hath done his beft to (hew his Learning and his Wtt# 
** the Man at whofe Ex pence it is, efpecially if he be a Friend, 
•* is ill Confidcratioa of fuch Services^ tiot to tak« it amifstf" 

I have been the freer to open the Meaning of this introdadlorjr 
Paragraph, bccaufe it lets us into the Spirit \t^ith which yoa 
mean to carry yourfelf in this learned Conteotion. For ^ Con* 
iiHtion it is to be, and to good Purpofie too, if old HeAod be 
any Authority. ' Ayot^^ <f' e/)K fii^ j3poTor<ri, quoth old Hefiod^ 
Though to' make the Application quite pat, the Maxim (honkt 
have run thus'Aj^asH S ipK nSi ^iM»(r^^ which I do not find 
in old Heiiod. 

However the Rcafon of the Thing extends to both. And U 
friends after all are but Men, and fometimes none of the beft 
neither, what need for ftim(Kng on this Diftin^ion? 

Yet ftill the Qticftion returns " Why fo cool in the Entrance 
of this fipiendly Debate ? Where had been the Hort of a little 
emicable Parly tng before Daggers drawing? If a Man in the 
true Sprit of ancient Chivalry, will needs break a Lance with 
bis Friend, he might give him good Words at leaft, and (hake 
Hands with him before the Onfet. Something of this SorC 
might have been expe^ed, were it only to fave the Reputatioa 
of « diffenungwith Gvi/ity.'' 

Now in|Anf\Ver to this QpeAion, which comes indeed to the 
Point, and which I hear afked in all Companies, I reply with 
much Confidence, /ry?, that the very Foundation of it is laid 
in certain high fantaftic Notions about the Duties of Friend-* 
(hip, and in that vicious Habit of Civility that hath folong 
been prevalent among learned Friends, both which Props and 
Pillars of the Caufe 1 may prefume with great Modefty to have 
entirely overturned. 

But fecondly, and chiefly I fay, that the whole is an arrant 
filiffeprefentation ; for that you have indeed proceeded in tbit 
Affair, with all that Civility and even Friendlinefs that could 
in Reafon be expelled from you : I mean fo far as the Sobrietjr 
Uid.R^tenm, as the French term it (it is plain the Virtue hath 
not been very common amongft us from onr having no Namo 
to call it by) of a true critical FriendOup will allow.^ 

Now 
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'\ No*r there are fcveral Ways by which a Writer's Civility 
tQ his Friend may appear without giving into the formal Wsty 
of Addrefs : Juft as there are feveral Ways of expreiBng h» 
Devotion to his Patron, without obferving the ordinary Forms 
of Dedication ; of which to note it by the Way, the lateft and 
beft Inftances I have met with, are '* A certain Thing pre-^ 
^* fatory to a learned Work, entitled, Thi EUments 9/ Gvil 

Law** and *^ Thde curious two little Paragraphs prefixed 
*• to The fix Differtations on Differsut Saije^sJ* 

You fee the Delicacy of the Learned is improving in our Day^ 
in more Refpefh than one. And take my Word for it, you 
have contributed your Share to this good Work, For as yon 
began, fo you conclude your Volume «rith a Mtfter-ftroke of 
Addrefs, which will deferve the Acknowledgment and Imita- 
tion of all your Brethren, as I now proceed diftin^Uy and with 
great ExaAnefs of Method to unfold. 

I'he FIRST Way of diftinguifliing a learned Friend without 
incurring the Guilt of downright Compliment, is hy writing 
•n the fame SubjeSf with him. This is an obvious Method of 
graying one's Court to a great Writer. For it is in £ffe£): tel- 
ling him that the public Attention is raifed to the Argu- 
ment he hath been debating ; and that his Credit hath even 
brought it into fuch Vogue, that any Prate on the fame Sub- 
je^ is fure of a favourable Reception. This I can readily fup<» 
pofe to have been your firA Motive for engaging in this Contro- 
▼er(y. And the PraAice is very frequent. So when a certain 
Edition of Shakespeare appeared^ though ithadbeenbutth^ 
Amufement of the learned Edltoti every Body went to Work, 
in good Earneft on the great Poet, and the Public was pre* 
fently over-run with Editions, and Criticifms, and Uluflrations 
of him. Thus too it fared with the feveral SubjeAs treated in 
the D. L. Few were competent Judges of the main Argument, 
or difpofed to give it a candid Interpretation. But every 
Smatterer had fomething to fay to this or that occaiional Difqui* 
fition. Thus Sykes and Stebbino grew immortal, and as 
the Poet fays truly, in their own De^iu^ And what but 
fbme faint Glimmering of this bright Reverjion, which wc 
will chaciubly hope may be ftill kept in Referve for them, 

could 
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cbuld put it into the Heads of fuch Men as WoKrnivGroft, 
H. G. C. and Peters, to tarn Critics and Commtntators oft 
the Book of Job ? 

Secondly, Though I acknowledge ihe full Merit of this 
Way of treating aleanied Friend, I nm rnthtr more taken with 
snoiher, which is that of writing againft him. For this demon- 
ftraies the Eftcem one hath of the Author's Work, not only as 
it may feem to imply a little generous Rivalry, or, indeed, 
Envy, 1 om' which Infirmity a truly learned Spirit is feldom 
quite free, but as it (hews the Anfwerer thought it worth 
writing againft \ which, let me affure you, is no vulgar Com- 
pliment, as many living Writers can teftify, who to this Hour 
•re fadly lamenting that their lU-fortune hath never permitted 
them to rife to this Diftiiidlion. Now, in this View of the 
Blatter, I mud take Leave to think (hat you have done a very 
fubflantial Honour to the Author of the famous Difcourfe on 
the Vhb Book of Virgil^ in levelling fo long and fo elaborate 
a Difputation againfl him. And he of all other Men ought to 
be of my Mind, who to my certain Knowledge hath never done 
thus much for one in a Hundred of thofe learned Perfons whofe 
principal End in commencing Writers againft him was to pro* 
¥oke him to this Civility. , 

But then. Thirdly, this Compliment of «;r/Vi»^ ^ftfiij^t 
great Author may be conveyed with that Addrefs, that he 
Ihall not appear, I mean to any but the more Sag^xioas and 
Difcerning, to be written againft at all. This curious Feat 
,©f Leger-de-main is performed by glancing at his Arguments 
without fo much as naming the Perfon or referring to him. 
This I account the moft delicate and flattering of all the Arts of 
literary Addrefs, as it exprefleth all the Refpeft, I have taken 
Noticeof under the preceding Article, heightened with a certain 
Awe and Fear of Offence, which to a liberal Mind^ i (hould 
think muft be perfeftly irrefiftible. It is with much Pleafurc 
I obferve many Examples of this Kind in your truly candid 
Diflertation, where without the leaft Reference, or under tlic 
flight C9?er oi-^foms Friends of Virgil fay ^^^fome Comment 

tators 



fai^x havi Aitigttt S^Virgifs Friends fuppbfi^ »~3nd the. 
like, you have dexttoufly aad happily (lid in a Ceofure of fooie- 
of your Frieod's ptincipal Rcafoniags. But to be impartial^ 
f hough you panage this Matter with admirable Grace, the Se*- 
cret 18 ia many Hands. And whatever be the Caufe, hath 
been more frequently employed i» the Cafe. of the Author of 
the D. L. than any other. I could mention at leaft a Dozen 
Ainjous Writers, who, like the Flatterers of Auguftus, don't 
chtjfe to look him full in the Face, but artfully intimate their 
. Reverence of hitn by indifcreet Glances. If I finglc out one 
of theie from .all the reft, it is only to gratify the Admirers of 
\ a certain eminent Professor, who, as an Oxford Friend writea 
me Word, hath many delightful Inftances of this Sort in hi^ 
very edifying DifcgqrfeS on the iffEBREw Poetry. 

Fourthly, Another Contrivance of near Affinity to this, is, 
wheq you oppofe his Principles indeed, but Ut his Argumentt 
quitk alone. Of this Management a wary Reader will difco-' 
ver many Traces in your obliging Difcourfe. And can any' 
Thing be more generous than to eafe a Man of the Shame of 
feeing his own Reafbnings confuted, or even produced when 
the Writer's Purpofe requires him to pay no Regard to them ^ 
Such Tendernefs I think, though it is pretended to by others, 
can of Right belong only to tha true Friend. But your Kind- 
acfs knows no Bounds. For, 

Fifth l Y^Though you find your fclf fometimes obliged to pro- 
duce and confute his^Reafonings, ytiu take Care tofurnijb him 
with better of your cwn. The Delicacy of this Cond aft lies 
in the good Opinion which is infiniiated of the Writer's Con* 
clufion, and in the Readinefs which you (how to fupport it 
even in Spite of himfelf. There is a choice Inftancc in that 
Part of your Difcourfe, where agreeing with your Friend that 
the Panifhments of Tartarus arc properly eternal^ you rejeft 
his Reafon for that Cooclufion, but fupply him with manjr 
others in its Stead. » 

** This alone will not prove the Eternity of Puniftiments^ 
'♦ for, &c»-— But if to this you add the Platonic Ooftrioe^ 

♦P.^if »P.*9i. 
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^* ti^t very wicked Spirits were never releafed from Tarts^ 
*^ fus. And the Silence of flrgil as to .my EKfmiflion from 
^ that Jail, aod the Cenfure of the Epicureans^ who objefbed 
^ m religioot Syftems the Eternity of Punifhrnents, 

** fitirnas quoniam panaf in morte tifnendum% 

*^ Ai^D the general Doflrine of the Mytbologifts, and tb^ 
^< Opinion of Si^&vxus, that Virqil was to be taken in this 
« Sen(e, we may conclude that tb^ PuoiOiments in hia 
♦* Tartarus were probably eternal *.*• 

Never let Men talk after this of the Niggardlinefs of your 
Friendflilp, when, though you take from him with one Hand, 
yon reftore him five- fold with tbp other. 

After fuch an overflow of Goodnpfs, nothing I caq now Ad- 
vance will feem ipcrpdible, I t^tke upon me to afCrm therefore. 

Sixthly, 1 hat it is a ipere Calumny to fay that yop hav^ 
contented yburfelf, though yoy very well might with mprc nega- 
five Encomiums. Yoq c^n venture on occafion t^ fuotf, froa^ 
your Friend in Form$ apd ^s it (bpuld feem with fpme i^p^rfnf 
JpprobatifiTf. An Iqftance i$ now before me. Yoq cite wb^ 
the Author of the D. t«. ^ays of " the Trifnsformation rftbe 
** Ships into Sea Deities t by which fays be V|RGiL would inil- 
** nuate, I fuppofe, the great Advantage of cultivating a Naval 
*^ Pbwer, fuch as extended Commerce and thf Dominion of the 
*^ Ocean : Which in Ppetical )!^ngu9gp is b^cotning Deities of 
^* the Sea.* 

To which you add ^' in Fqvour of this Opinion it piay b^ 
^'obferved, that ApGUSTVs owed his Empire iq k great 
*' Meafure to his Naval Viftories." ' 

Now can aiiy thing ^e ctviler than this, Qr niore exprefllvf 
of that amiable Tprn of Mjnd, which difpofes a Man to help 
iorward a lame Argument of his Friend, and give it the need* 
ful Support of his Authority i For it hath been delivered as a 
IVIaxim by the nice Obiervers of Decorum, that wherever ypu 
vrould compliment another on his Opioion, ypu Ihould always 
^ndeavour to add fomething of your own that may infinuate at 

Icaft 
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leaft fome little DdFcA in }t. This Mariagemfnt takes offtliib 
Appcsarzncc of FlatUry, a Vice which the Latin Writers^ allu- 
ding to this Frequency of uTiqQairfied Aflent^ have properly 
enough expreiled by the word As sent a no. ' But catch yon 
tripping in this Way if one can. It is plain you went on this 
jiift Principiein the Inftance before us, which oiherwife let mc 
tdl you, I (hould have taken for fomcthing like an Attempt to- 
wards downrigiit Adulation. As here qualified, 1 fct it down for 
another Inftance of juft Compliment, more Jlireft indeed than the 
other five, yetftill with that graceful Obliquity which they who 
know the World, expeft in this Sort of Commerce. And I may 
further obferve, that you are not fiogular in the Ufe of this Mode 
of Celebration. Many, even of the Enemies of this Author, have 
obligingly enough employed it when they wanted tp confirm 
their own Notions by his, or rather to (hew their Parts in firil 
catching a Hint from him, and then as they believe, imoroving 
upon it— Still I have greater Things in view. For, 

Seventhly, yoti not only with the higheftAddrcfs,infinuate 
a Compliment in the Way of Irritation, but you once or twice 
gxpnfs it in full F^rm^ and with all the Circumftance of Panegy- 
rical Approbation. Having mentioned the Cafe of the Inf^tntt 
in Virgil's Purgatory, which hathfo much perplexed his fcarned 
Comnientators, you rife at once into the following Encomium. 
•' It is an ingenious conjeftnre propofed in the D. L. that the 
*^ Poet might defign to difcountenance the curfcd Praftice of 
^' expofiug and murdering Infants.? 

This was very liberal, and I b^an to think you had forgot- 
ten yourfelf a little in fo explicit a Declaration. But the next 
Paragraph relieved me. •« It might be added, that Virgil had 
" perhaps al/o in View to pleafe Auguftus, who was dcfirom 
•• of enconraging Matrimony, and the Education of Children, 
** and extremely intent upon repeopling Italy which had b^eiea 
^ exhaufted by the civil Wars."* It is plain you have ftUl i/^ 
your Eye that fage Rule which the Men of Manners lay down, 
of qualifying your Civilities. So that I let this pafs yiriihput 
ftrther Obfervatbn. Only I take Leave to warn you againft 
t\m t09 frequent Ufe of this Artifice, which bgi barely (z* 
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tisfies for calUo]; yoar Friend's NotioQ \* an, htgit^^s Goti^ 

Not but there are others who fee this CoDtrWance ia aaothcc 
Light, and treat it as an Art of damning with faint Prajfe ; a Cen- 
fure which one of the zealot Friends prefumes to caft^'witb much 
Jnjuriiceand little Knowledge of the World, on the very Ipeadeic 
and Pride of our Party. Whereas I deliver it for a mofl oenaia 
Truth, that the fainter and feebler oCir Praife of any Man is» 
jnft (6 much the better will it be raceived by all Complies, «vea 
by the Generality of thofe who call themfelves' his beft Friends^ 
And fo appreheofive indeed am I of this nice Humour ia Man* 
kind, that I am not fure of the very flight I'hings I am forced ta 
fey of yourfelf, though merely to carry on the t^urpofe of this 
Addrefs, will not by certain iVfdns inwardly at leah, be ill u* 
ken. And with this needful Apology for myfelf I proceed to 
cdtbraic, 

' Eighthly, The laftand higbeft Inftance of your Civilities tq 
your admired Friend, which yet I hope to vindicate froai anf 
reafonable Sufplcion of Flattery ; I prefumed to faiy in tbcforc'-' 
going Article that you had once or twict hazarded even a dire^ 
Compliment on the Perfon whofe Sjilem ydu oppofe. I exprefT* 
id myfelf with Accuracy. There is one other place in your Diifer- 
tation, where you make this Sacrifice to Friendfliipdr to Cuf* 
tom. The PafTage is even wrought up -into a RefemUance of 
that unqualified Adulation, which I condemn fo ^uch, and 
from which, in general your Writings arc pcrfcftly free, I 
could almoft wifli for your Credit, to fupprefs this one obnox- 
ious Paragraph. Bur it runs thus. 

♦* That the fubterrantous Adventures of JEneas were in* 
'• tended by Virgil to repiefent the Initiation of his Hcroe, Bs 
** an elegant Conjefliire, which bath been laid before thie Public,' 
** and fet forth to the beft Advantage ^ a learned FriemL** ^ * 

I confefs to you I did nbt know at firft Sight what to do with 
the two high flown Epithets, elegant and learned^ which (huuj 
fo near together in one Sentence.' Such accumulated Praifea»' 
had well nighoverfet my SjQ^m. And I began vlth muck 
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iS^chuie ro confi^^r how I fiiQuld be able to recoadle this 
cfciipcof your P<;a with your gcDeral Praflice. Bat uking a 
little TimQ to Iqok aboot me^ I prefeotly fpied a Way of extrt- 
cattog both of ps from thii Difficulty, fot hang it, thought I, 
if tbi$ Notion 6f the Herbe's Adventures in the infernal Regions 
be ekgant^ it is bat a Conje£bxre ; and fo poor a Matter as this 
were hardly worth purfuing, as the Author of the O. L. hath 
done through almoft a fourth Parc» of a very fizeabte Volume 
And then as to the Term elegant, to be fure it bath a good 
Sound ; but more than a third Part of this choice Volatne of 
yoQff 9 1 obfdrved u employed in making appear that the Coa« 
jeftoup, whatever it be, hath not the leaift Feature of Truth ia 
it* And Elegance altogether devoid of Truth was^ I con«- 
eluded a very pitiful Things and indeed no very inteiUgibte 
fiucomium. Well, but let there be as little Truth as you will, 
in tbid ConjeAdre, flUl it hath been fet forth to the heft Adfoan^ 
tagfi and to crown all bf a learned Friend. fJere a fwarm of 
frefli Pifficnlties attacked me. Sed nil dejperandum ti duce^ 
For why talk of Advantage, when the Coaje£lure after all 
wonM i¥>t bear the Handling i It was but mighty little (your 
Ffiepd0iip ^oiild not let you do more) which you had brought 
Sgaioftit. And the CoojcAure I faw, was (hrunk to nothings 
sod is nev^ likely to rife again into any Shape or Subftance. So 
that when ytxi added iy a learned Friend, I could not for mj 
Life help laughing. Surely, thought i, the Reverend Per- 
fon intends on this Occafion to be pleaiant.-— Indeed you ofteo 
are fo wkh a very good Grace, but I happened not to exped it 
jujft at this Momeat*-!-For what Learning, worth fpeaking of, 
could tbece be in the Support of a Notion, which was fo eafilf 
#rertttraed without any? 

You may be fare I mean no Reflexion in thefe Words. No* 
body iquefiioos your firudition. But it was not your Fortoot* 
or your Choke fo make a Aiew of it in this Dtfcourfe. The 
Propriety of the Epithet /^tfm/e/, then 4id not evidently anil 
iaamedaa^Iy appear. 

* However, as I kinew there was in Truth* no (mall Quantity 

rf Learning in the Piece referred to, and that the Author of the 

D^ L. whatever Bate, and Petehs and Jackson may fay or 
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tedjniiate, is anqoeftioiiablyt and to a very competent Dqgra? 
learned) I began to take the Matter a little more ferioufly. And 
upon looking attentively at the Words a fecond Time, I 
thought a very natural Account might be given of tbem npoo 
other Principles. For as to the Subdantive FrUnd, why might 
not that for once be put in fpr your o>vn Sake as i^ell as his ? 
the Advantages of Friendthip are Redprocah And though 
k be very clear to other People which is the gainer by this In* 
tercourfe, who knows butDr.,JoRTiN, in his great Modefly 
might fuppofe the Odds to lie on his own Side. 

And then for learned^ which had em barred me fo tlltich 
I bethought myfelf at laft there was not much in tlhat, 
this Attribute having been long proftituted on every Man 
.who pretends in any Degree^ to the Profellion of Letters. 

So that on the Whole, though I muft flill reckon thb for an 
Inftance, amongft others, of that due Meafure of Rei)|>e£): with 
which your PoUlenefs teaches you to treat your Friendl, yet I 
fee no Reafonfor charging it with any Exoefs of Civilitj^. 

And now. Sir, having been at all this Pains to j^ftiff 
you from the two contrary Cenfures of having done U9 liMtf 
and to0 much, let us fee how the Account ftands. Malice it-* 
felf, I think, muft confefs that you have not been iavUh of 
your Encominms. You have even difpenfed them with a Re- 
ierve, which, thoiigh I admire extremely, will almoftexpofe 
You to the Imputation of Parfimony. And^ yet, on the other 
Hand, when we compute the Number, and eftimate the Value 
of your Applaufes, we flialt fee Catife to correal this Cenfure, 
For, from the eioht Articles I have fo carefully fcr down, 
and con(jdercd» it appears, at length, that yon have done all 
due. Honour to your Friend, and la Ways the oioft adapted 
to do htm Honour. That is to fay, Tou bavi adapted his 
SubjeH — Tou have written againft him — Tw have gknced 
^ Ijlfn^Tou have [pared bis Arguments — Tou have krtt 
him fame of your own — Tou have quoted him --Tou beeve ] 

ealled bis ConjeSfure ingenious-^Nay^ elegant-^ And yan bofPt ! 

called bifnfe^ learned, and what is mosty your Friend. j 

And I 
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Atid if alt iUi ^iriil oot fadsfy hixxit or rAthtt his Friefldi^ 
(for I hope» tnd partly believe, he htmfelf thiaks nothing of 
this whole Matter) I know not, for my Part, what will* 
I am fcne (and that flioald be your SatisfaAion as it is mine) 
that you have gone as far as was eonfiftent with DeUcacy of 
Friendlhip (which may reafonably imply in it a little Jealoufy) 
and with the virtuous Confcioufnefs of that Importance which 
Writers of your Clafs ought to be of to themfelves. Audi 
hope never to fee the Day when you fliall be induced by 
any Confiderations to compliment any Man breathing at the 
Expence of thefe two Virtues* 

And here, on a ^lew of this whole Matter, let oe profcA 
the Pleafure I take in ohferving that you (and I have remarked 
it in fome others) who have fo conftantly thofe foft Words 
of Gamhur, Gtodae/s, and Charity in your Mouth, and 
whole Soul, one wouU think, was ready to mdt itfelf into all 
the Wcaknefles of this Charaftcr, ihould yet have Force 
enough not to relent at the warmeft Influences of Frimd^ip. 
Men may fee by this Inftance that Charity is not that unmanly 
enfeebling Virtue which fome would reprefcnt it i when, 
though ready, on fit Occafions, to refolve and open itfelf to 
a giitefal Candor, it fliuu up the Heart dofe and compaft, 
and impregnable to any particular and perfonal Attachment. 

1 take much Delight in this pleafing Contemplation. Yet, 
as our beft Virtues, when pulbed to a certain Degree, are cm 
the very Point of becoming Vices, you are not to wonder 
that every one hath not the Difcemment or the Juflice to do 
you Right. And, to fee in Truth, the Malignity of humaai 
Nature, and the Ncceffuy there was for you td incukate in 
your third Difcourfe, Tbe Duty of judging candidly and favour-* 
4thly ff others, I will not conceal from you, at parting what 
hath been fuggefbd to me by many Perfons to whom I com-* 
municated the Defign of thb Addrefs. *< They faid, befidea 
other Things, which I have occafionally obviated in tbe 
Courfe of this Letter'* That the excellent Perfon whom yoa 
have allowed yourfdf to treat with fo much Indignity and Dif- 
refpeft (I need not take Notice that 1 ufe the very Term^ of 
tbe Objectors) in this poor and diiingenuous Criticifm upon, 

Q.4 Wm, 
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hiffip had fet yoQ an Example of a very dtffisrent Sort; 5^hidi 
you ought in common Equity^ and even Decency^ to liavc 
followed:". They obferve that his own Pen never expatiates 
moK freely, and with' more Fleafure, tban When it fiadsdr 
takes the Occafion to celebraf e the Vittues of fome deferving 
Ftknd. They own» the natural Warmdi and Benevidente 
of his TeiAper is even liable ro fome Excds en thefe iimtiftg 
Occafions. Andy for Inftance, they referred me to a Para- 
graph in the Notes on Julian^ which, though 1 loiow y<*i 
do Xkoi forgety I (hall here iet down as it fiands ia the laft 
Edition. He had juft been toochhig a Pieoe of tecdefiaAical 
l&Aory. ^ Hot ^is, fays he, I leave with Julianas ;Adven- 
^ turers to my tearrted Friend^ Mr. Jortiii, wfao» Ihapt^ 
*' will foon oUige the Public with his curious Dt&rtatioBs 
*^ on 'ecclefiaftical Antiquity, oompofed, lite bis Ltf^^ Aot 
^' in the Spirit of Cmttwerfy^ nor, what is worfe» of Party ^ 
** but of Truth and CandQur.^'' 

Here, faid they infuitingly, is a Specimen of that truly Kr 
beral Spirit, whh* which one learned Friend ihould exefc 
htfldfelf wiien he would do Honour to another. Will all the 
Vdumes which the profound ecclcfiaftical . Remarker Imth 
.^aibhlfaed, or ever will publifh, do him half the Credit 
with Pofterity, as this fingLe Snxibe, by which his Name 
and Virtues are here adorned and uflM-ed into the Ac- 
quaintance, df. the ihiblic I And will you flill pretend to vloif 
dicate liioi^om the Scorn which every honeft Matt Bitifihavie 
for him, after feeing how unworthily iie requites this Service 
4)y his famous Sixth DisserItXtion ia this newVolnne^ 

This, aiad a great deal more to the fame Purpofe^ wtift 
faid by them in their tragical Way* I need oot l»at to yo« 
after the dear Expofition I have given of my bwn Sencteeot^ 
how little Weight their Rhetoric had on toe» and how ea£l)r 
i turned afide this impotent, though iavenomed inve&iv«» 
irom falling dn yottr Ftoie>and Memory* /For ihe.CampU^ 
mnr/^they afic& to magnify fo much, let every candid Reader 
judge of it ifor fahnfelf. But ns muck had tea iuA^ isi tkit 

' i. 'Jttlum, f. ^l6. ;, 

l>cbate^ 
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Debate, conceroiag Friendship, and thePerfons with whom 
it was moft proper to cootraQ it, I found myfelf fometh^ng 
flrucH with the concludiog Obfervadon of one of thefe rheto- 
rical Declaimers. As it was delivered in a Language you 
love, and is, befides, a PaiTage not n)U<di b^n upon by the 
Dealers in fuch Scraps, I have thought it might perhaps aifFord 
you fome Amufement* He did not fay where he found k, 
and you would not like it the better, if he had, but as I re- 
member, it was delivered in thefe Words, 

MATI£TA£, ti roiiro ytfog 17^09 ANePftlinN KAKOAAIMONQ^r, 
in NTN E2TI iWAIA MHTE Y£T£FON HOTE FENOITO. 
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LET T E H 

TO 

Rev. Df. LELANIX 



Rev. SIR, 

1 HAVE read your UissB^VirAriQV on the Principles $/ Aaj- 
man Eloquence, and (hall very readily, I dare fay, t;e ii^- 
4tilged In the Liberty, I am going to taKe, of giviog you my 
free I'houghts U{x>n it. I Ihalldo it, yrith all the Regard tha'^ 
1$ due from ooe Scholar to another ; and even wicli all the Ci- 
vility which may be required o^ o^b, who hath his Reafonft 
fyt addrefliQg you, io this public MaiineCj without a Name* 

You ehtitle your ^^ork A Dffertafion on the Principles ^. 
Eloquenee ; But the real Subje^ of it, \% an Qfinion, or Para-- 
ioK, as you chufc to term it, delivered by the Bifliop of Gku^ 
cefter in his late Difcourfe on Grace. This Opinion, indeed^ 
concerns, or rather, in your Ideas, fubveris^ the very Prin* 
ciples of Eloquence, which your OfBce, it feems, in a learned;; 
Society obliged you to maintain : So that you cannot be blamed 
forgiving fome Attention to the ingenious JPrelate's Paradox, 
which fo incommodioufly came in your Way. Only the more 
tntelligent of your Hearers might poflibly think it ftrange that». 
in a Set of rhetorical Le^nres^ addr^iTedto theoij, the cwtra^ 
verfialV^t (hould fo much take the lead 6f ihie DidaSiic ; or 
father, that the Dida£lic Part (hould (land quite flitl^ while 
the Controverfial keeps pacing it, with much Alacrity, from 
one End of your DiiTertation to the other. 

Yet neither, on lecond Thoughts^ can you be blamed for 
diis Conc^uA, which one way or other might ferve to the In- 
ftruCtioQ of your young Auditory ; if not in the Principles of^^ 
Rhetoric^ yet in a better thing, the Principles of Logic. It 

might. 
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might, further, feire to another Purpofe, not unworthy the 
Regard of a Rhetoric- Lefturer. The Swbjcft of Eloquence 
has been fo exbaufted in the fine Writiogs of Antiquity, and, 
what is worfe, has been fo hackneyed in modern Compilations 
from th«m, that your Difcourfe Wanted to be enlivened by the 
poignant contioverfial Air you have given to it, and to be made 
important, by bringuigan illuftrious CharaAcr into the Scene* 

AIL tMs i am ready to fay in your Vindication, ifyoorCon* 
6n(k may be thought to require any. Having, therefore, no- 
thing to objeA to the general Defign, or M§de of your Diflerta- 
tion, I (hall confine myfelf entirely to the matter of it, after 
acquainting the Reader, in few Words, with the Occafion and 
Subjea of this Debate. 

The Bp. of Ghueefier, in a late Theological Treatifewr the 
DoSfrint (f Gracey which required hita to fpeak fully to the 
Stibjeft of Infiiration^ found it neceflary to obviate an ObjedtoQ 
to what he conceived to be the right Notion of infpired Scrips 
tttrtt which had been fupported by fome ingenious Men, and 
very lately by Dr. Middleton. The Objeftion is delivered by 
the learned DoAor, in thefe Words. 

^* If we allow the gift {of infpired Languages} to be lafting^^ 
** we qsuft conclude that fome at leaft of the Books of Scrip.^ 
•« ture were in this infpired Greek. But we (hould naturally 
*' expeA to find an infpired Language to be fuch as is worthy^ 
•• of God i that is, pure, clear, noble and afFefting, evea 
•* beyond the Force of common Speech ; fi nee nothing can 
«< come from God but what is perfcfl: in its Kind. In (hort^. 
••^ the Purity of Plato, and the Eloquence of Cicero. Now, 
** if we try the Apodolic Language by this Rule, we (hall be fa 
^ far from afcribing it to God, that we (hall fcarcely think it 
** worthy of Man, that is, of the Liberal and Polite ; it being. 
*< utterly rude and barbarous, and abounding with every 
** Fault that can poifibly deform a Language. And though, 
** fome Writers, prompted by a falfe Zeal, have aittcmpted to 
« defend the Purity of the Scripture-Grpek, thejr Lat 
« bbur has been idly employed ***. Thus far, the learned 

PPCTOR. 
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* Thcfe triumphant ObfetTatioos, fays the Biflio^^ aic 

* foaodcd on two Propofition^ both of which he takes for 
^ granted, and yet neither of them is true : 

< The one» That an infpired Language muft needs be a 

* Language of perfect Eloquence ; 

^ The other* That Eloquence is fomething congenial and 
< eflential to human Speech V 

The Bishop then undertakes to (hew the Falfhood of thefe 
two Propoiitions. You, Sir, contend for the Truth of them. 
That the Reader may be enabled to judge for himfelf betweeii 
you, I fliall quote his Lordlhip's own Words, Pari^sph by 
Paragraph, fo far as any thing faid by him is oontrotnerted 
by you $ aod (hall then endeavour, with all Care, to pick up 
the loofe Ends of your Argument| as I find th^ any where 
f0mi up in the feveral Chapters of your Di(rertiltion ; infermix^ 
ing, as I go along, fuch Refle£Uons of my own, as the Occa* 
iion may fuggeft. 

^ With regard to the first Propofition (refumes the Bifhop) 
^ I will be bold to a(firm, that were the Style of the New 
^ Teflament cxaQly fuch as his [Dr. Middleton's] terj 
* exaggerated Account of it would perfuade us to beliere; 
^ namely, that it is uttirly ruds and barbarous^ aniab0un£ng 
^ with tvfry Fault that can poffibly drform a Language, this 
^ is fo far from proving fuch Langni^e not divinely infpired; 
^ that it is one certain Mark of this Original^ 

By the Manner, in which the fearned Bi(hop introduces thft 
Jffimuitisnt one fees that he fore(aw very clearly it would be 
efieemed a bold one. Nay, in another PIace^ tie even takes us 
himCblf the Shame, with which fome Readers, he well koew^ 
would be forward enough to cover htm, and in one Word coa* 
fefles hisg^sneral Notion of Eloquence to be a Paradox: 
Which yetf fays he, liki'fi many other s^ I have bad the §dd Far* 
tune to advance f will be feen to be ^nfy another Mgme, fir 
7&UTH. After this Conceffion, it had been more* ge- 
nerous ip you to have omitted fome invidious PMTages ; fuch m 

1 0o£biiie of Grace, b« f . c. viii« p. 41 , s Ib^ 

f l>.% p. lU id. £d* <To. 

ibft 
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lk«r vbere jon Iky, tke Sijbip mUs Reply f9 this OSje^Un [o| 
Dr. MiDDZ^ETON] fiemi to iawt di^hfsdthat wOLt opvosi* 

TION TO THE G£NEkAL OPIVIONS OF MANKIND^ by which 

ytltarned Labours an diftinguiJMi\ Imr. p. ii. And again in 
p. vir. where you fpeak of his PricHriples as Parai9xicM^ and 
implytng ait hardy oppositiok to the genehal sei^se 

OF MANKIND. 

But let the Mdnifs of the BMKop's Priocifdte be what it will. 
there te fnall Hurt done, provided they turn cot, ^at he 
kxsas purfiaaded they will, oaly 7vu$hs. Let us attend his 
LordOiip, thcn« in the Proof of his fiIst Paradpx. 

' I will BOt pretend, ftya be^ to ppiot out which 9oolcs of 
^ the N. T. were, or were not, compoled by thoft who bad 
^ the Greek Toogue thus miraculouOy inlulisd iato them ; but 
^ this I wiU venture to fay, that the Style of a Writer {^v^ 
^ fpired^ who bad sot (as thefe Writers had not) afterwards 

* cultivated his Knowledge of the Language on the Priacipkt 
^ cIGreciaa Elp^ueno^ would be pretifety fuch as we find it 
^ in the Books ^ the New Teftamcnt. 

* For, if this only be allowed, which no one, I think, will 
5 fiDOteft With me, that a ftrange Langua/^, acquired by ilH- 
^ terateMen, in the ordinary Way, woold be full of the Idioms 
f cl their native Tongue, juft a^ the Scsipture-Gr^k is oblerv- 
,** ed to be £aU of Syriafms, and Hebraifms $ how can it i>^ 

* pretended by thofe who reflet upon the Nature of Langus^e, 
f that a ftrange Tongue divinely tofufed into illittrrate Men^ 
^ like f^tat the Day of Peniecoft, could have any other Pro^ 
f pertjes i^fui CpQd.iiions.i^ 

Here, the features of this bold Purado^ begin to foftea a lit-i- 
lle. We are fometbing reconciled to i^, !• by betog .told, 
what ^t\Rud$nrf$ and Barbarity is, yih)ch is aiSrnied to be on^ 
teriain Mark of an infpircd Language, namely, its being full cf 
ihe IdiJfms of t];ie infpired yflmet : And 2. J>y being told, that 
alliefe Idioms are equally to be expeAed, whether the aewLau- 

Eiage be infiifed by divine IniTpiration, or acquirpd l^y ilUteratf 
eii in ^h^ ordinary Way. lo the latter Cafe, i^ it prefumed, 

SP.41HV* 
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and furely with Reafon enough (becaufe Experience nniformly 
attefts the Faft), that a ftrange Language, fo learnt, would 
abound in the native Idioms of the Learaer : All that remains 
is to ftiew that the Event would be the fame, in the former. 
The Biftiop then applies •himfelF, in order, to this Tafc. 

* Let us weigh liiefc Cafes impartially. Every Language 

* confifts of two diftinft Parts ; the fingle Terms, and the 

* Phrafes and Idioms. The firft, as far as concerns Appella- 

* tives efpecially, is of mere arbitrary Impofition, though oa 

* artificial Principles common to all M^h : The fccond arifes 
*' infenfibly but /conftantly* from the Manners, Cuftoms, and 

* Tempers of thofe to whom the Language i$ vernacular ; and 
^ fo becomes, though much lefs arbitrary (as what the Gram- 
^ marians call Congruity is ^Jor^e concerned in this Part than ia 

* the other) 9 yet various and different as the feveral Tribes and 
^ Nations of Maolcind. The firft therefore is unrelated to 

* every tbiag but to the GeniuTdf Language in general ; the 
^ fecond hath an intimate Connexion with the Fafiiions, No- 
' tions, and Opinions of that People only, to whom the Lan* 

* guage is native. 

* Let us confider then the conftant Way which ilfiterat© 

* Men take to acquire the Knowledge of a foreign 7 ofigue. 
"* Do they not make it their principal, and, at firft, their only 
^ Study, to treafure up in their Memory the Signification of the 

* Terms ? Hence, when they come to talk or write in the 
^ Speech thus acquired,their Language is found to be full of their 

* own native Idioms. And thus it will continue, till by long 
^ ufe of the ftrange Tongue, and efpecially by long Acquain- 

* tance with the Owners of it, they have imbibed the particu- 

* lar Genius of the language. 

f Suppofe then this foreign Tongue, inftead of being thus 
^ gradually intt-oduced into the Minds of thefe illiterate Men, 

* was inftantaneoufly infufed into them ; the Operation (though 
^ not the very Mode^ of operating) being the fame, muft not 

* the Effeft be the faqne, let tthe Caufe be never fo different i 

* Without queftion. The divine Imprcffion muft be made 
< cither by fining the Terms, or fingle Words only, a»d their 

SL ^ SigaU 
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* Signification in the Memory ; as for Inftance, Greek Term« 

* correfponding to the Syriac or Hebrew ; or elfe, together 
< with that fimple Impreflioo, another muft be made, to in- 
^ rich the Mind with all the Ideas which go towards the com- 
^ pofing the Phrafes and Idioms of the Language fo infpired : 

* But this latter Impreffion feems to require, or rather indeed 

* implies, a previous one of the Tempers, Falhions, and O'pi- 
' nioDs of the People to whom the Language is native, upoii 

* the Minds of them to whom the Language is thus imparted i 
^ becaufc the Phrafe and Idiom arifes from, aqd is dependent 

* on,thofe Manners : And therefore the Force of Exprefiion can 

* be underftood only in Proportioq to the Knowledge of the 

* Manners : And underftood they were to be the Recipients of 
^ this fpiritual Gift, being not organical Canals, but rational 

* Difpenfers. So that this would be a Wafte of Miracles wiih- 
« out a fufficient Caufej the Syriac or Hebrew Idiom, to 

* which th^ Dlfciples were enabled of themfelves to adapt the 

* Words of the Greek, or any other Language, abundantly 

* ferving every ufeful Purpofe, all which centered in giving 

* CLEAR INTELLIGENCE. We couclude, therefore, that 
f what was thus infpired was the Terms, together with that 

* grammatic Congruity, which is dependant thereon. la a 
f Word, to fuppofe fuch kind of infpired Knowledge oS^Jlrang^ 
^ Tongues tis includes nil the native Peculiarities, which, if you 
^ will, you may call their ^Ugandes \ (for the more a Lan- 
f guage is coloured by the Charafter and Manners of the na- 

* tive Ufers, the more elegant it is efteemed) to fuppofe this, is, 
< as I have faid, an ignorant Fancy, and repugnant to ReafoR 
f and Experience. 

* Now, from what has been obferved, it follows, that if 
f the Style of the N. T. were indeed derived from a Lan- 

* guage divinely infufed as on the Day of Pentecoft, it mu^ 
« be juft fuch with Regard to its Style, as in faft, we find it 
f to be ; that is to fay, Greek Word? very frequently Syriac 
f and Hebrew Idiom. 

< The Conclufion from the whole is this, that a nominal qr 
f i^^/ barbarity of Styk (fof that thi^ AttfibutCip when appli- 
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* cd to Style, is no more than nominal or local, will be clear- 
' ly (hewn under bur next Head) is fo far from beingan Oh]ta- 

* tion to its miraculous Acquifition, that it is one Mark of fuch 
^ extraordinary original.* 

I have giren this long Quotation together, that the Reader 
may comprehend at one view, the Drift and Coherence of the 
Bifliop's Argument ; which is fo clearly explained, that what 
Force it hath can receive no Addition from any Comment of 
mine upon it. 

It is true, this Force appears to you no mighty Matter-— 
** We are told, you fay, that, in order to convey clear Intel- 
*' ligence to a Foreigner, nothing more is neceflary, than the 
*• Ufeofthc /iTcr^x (rf his Language adapted to the Idiom q£ 
*< pur own. But ihall we always find correfpondeot Words in 
*• his Language ?^*' 

Shall we always find £orrefpondent Words? -Not always, 

psrfeSfly correfpondent. Where does the Bifliop lay, we (hall ? 
Or, how was it to his Purpofe to fay it ? He does indeed fpeak 
oifuch a Correfpondency of Terms, and chiefly of fuch an Map- 
tion of the Term of one Language to the Idiom of another, as 
Aiall abundantly ferve to give dear Intelligence. And this is all 
be had Occaflon to fay. 

Well, but an exaft Correfpondency of Terms is material. 
To what? To give dear Intelligent? But if this be true, no 
clear Intelligence can poiEbly be given in any Tranflan'on from 
one Language into another ; for, in all Tranflations whatever 
it is neceflTary to render foroe Words by others, that arc not 
perfeftly correfpondent. You will fcarcely deny that ourEng- 
lifh Tranflation of the Gofpels conveys, in general, dear In- 
Ulligence to the EngUfti Reader, though many Terms are ufed 
in it, and werfi of Neceffity to be ufed, that do not perfeftly 
and adequately correfpond to the Greek Terms, employed by 
the facred Writers. Without Doubt it was your Purpofe to 
convey dear Intelligence to your Englifh Reader in the elegant 
Tranllations, they fay, you have made of Demosthenes : 



•From p. 44. to p. 45. 
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tod yet doubtlcfs you will acknowledge that many Wqrds of 
the Athenian Orator are not perfeftly correfpondent to thofc 
^employed by you in your Verfioa of them. 

What follows from this? Why, either that all Tran- 
flatioDS muA be exploded and fet afide as infufiicient to give 
.dear Intelligence, or that we mud accept them, with all their 
unavoidable Imperfeftions, as, in general, ftifficiently reprefen- 
tative of the Senfe of their Originals, though ip fome Particu- 
lars that Senfe be inadequately conveyed to us. 

But how then, you will fay, (hall we gain a clear and perfeft 
Intelligence of fuch Particulars ? Why in the Way, which com- 
piotj Senfe fuggefts 5 by inquiring, if vft are able, what the 
precife Meaning is of thofe Terms of the original Language, tg . 
■which the tranflated Terms are thus imperfeftly correfpon- 
dent. And if this be an Inconvenience, 'tis an Inconvenience 
neceflarily attending jevery Tranflation in the World, in which 
a Writer would exprefs the mixed Modes denoted by the 
Words of any other. Por fuppofing the Greek Tongue, in- 
'fufed by divine Infpiration into the facred Writers, to have 
been that of Plato or Demosthenes himfelf, you will 
Jiardly pretend that it could have furniftied them with Greek 
Terms perfeftly expreifive of fuch compound Ideas as certain 
Syriac or Hebrew Terms expreffed, and of which their Sub- 
jeft obliged them to give, as far as the Nature of the Cafe 
would permit, clei^r Intelligence, So that I cannot for my 
Life comprehend the Drift of that (hort Queftion, Shall we al^ 
ways find correfpondent TerMs in a Foreign Language ? or, the 
Pertinence of your learned ppmment on the Text of Cicero's 
I-etter toSERVius. 

I am fenfible indeed, that if the Termt only of the new Lan- 
guage were divinely infufed, thefe^ whether perfeftly corref- 
pondent or not, would be infufficicnt of themfelves to give 
^lear Intelligence, fiut the Bifhop fuppofes more than this to 
be infufed ; for what was infpired, he tell us, was the TermSj 
TOGETHER 'mith that Grammatic Congruity^ which is depen* 
dent thereon. Now this Knowledge of the Grammatic CongrU'^ 
jty of any TongUe, fupcraddcd to a Knowledge of its Tirmx, 
'''"'''" ^ would. 



vmuldj bethinks, enable a Writer tocxprefs himfelf in it, for 
the mod Part, intelligibly^ 

. I confefs, the Biftiop {pfiks^^of fixing the Terms otfingle 
Words ONLY and their Significatidn in th^ Memory — But ihca 
he does not mean to exclude the Grammatic Congruity in the 
Ufeofthem, which* as we have feen, he exprefly requires in 
the very fame Paragraph^ but merely to expofe the Notion of 
the Phrafes and Idioms being required, too. His Lordftiip 
fpeaks of the TVrmj, or Jingle PFords o^ly^ in Oppdfition to 
Pbra/esand Idioms : You feem to fpeak 0/ Terms or Jingle fP^ordt 
ONLY, in Oppofition to Sj/lematic Congruity. 

I fay, you/eem fo to fpeak : For otherwife I know not what 
ID make of all you fay concerning the Infufflciency of the Terms 
'Cnly of any Language to give Intelligence^ And yet, in what 
follows, you Jeem to do Juftice to the Bi(hop, and to admit 
that, befides the TermSy a Grammatic Congruity in the VJe of 
them was divinely infpired. For you go on to obferve, " That 
•* the real Purport of almoft every Sentence in every Lan- 
'' guage, is not to be learned from the Significations of de- 
** tached Words, and their Grammatical Congruity^ evea 
*' where there Signification may beexprefled by correfpondent 
*' Words in another Laoguagei" 

And here, Sir^ your Learning expatiates through feveral 
Pages : the Purpofe of all which is to (hew, that, if the Terms 
of one Language^ though c^ngruoufly ufed^ be Ariflly adapted 
to the Idiom of another, dill they will give no Intelligence, or 
at leaft a very obfcure one } as you endeavour to prove by a de*^ 
cent Inftance taken from your Countryman, Swift, in his 
Dotages ; and another, given by yourfelf in a literal Verfioa 
of a long PafTage of a facred . Writer. It is true, . iti this lall 
InAance, you do not confine yourfelf to the flrifl Obfervance of 
Grammatic Congruity. If you had done this, it would have 
appeared, from your own Inftance, that Intelligence might 
have been giv^^ and with tolerable Qearnefs too, even in a 
literal Vcrfion. 

But be it allowed, that, if the Terms, of one Language, 

«Differt.p.04* 
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even though a congruous CondruAion be obrerVed» be cos- 
ilaotly and (IriAIy adapted to the Idioms of another^ the £&• 
preifion will ftill» many Times^ be very dark and obfcure ; 
How is this Ob/curity to be prevented ? Take what Language 
you will for the Conveyance of laftruftion, it will be neceflary 
for the Reader or Hearer to gain a competent Knowledge of its 
Idioms and Phrafeology, before.he can receive the full Benefit 
of it. So that^ untefs there bad been a Language in the 
World, native to all Nations, and in the ftrifteft Senfe of the 
Wordy univerfaly I fee not how Infpiration itfelf could Reme-* 
dy this Inconvenience. Suppofe, as I faid before, that the in* 
Ipired Language,' in which the Apoftles wrote, had been the 
pureft^ Greek, ftill its idiomatic Phrafeolagy had been as ftraage 
and obfcure to alJ fuch to whom that Language was not native, 
as the Syriacor Hebrew Idioms, by which the Apoftotic Greek 
IS now fnppofed to b^ fo much darkened. 
' I conclude upprf the whole, that nothing you have faid, 
©vertums^jor-fo much as afFefts, the learned Prelate's Notion 
of divine Infpiration, as conveying only the Terms and^jingU 
Words of one Language^ correfp^niting to thofs of another^ together 
with that Grammatie Congruity in the Ufe of them, which is 
dependant thereon. This fr/i dnd grand Principk, as you call 
it, of the Bi(h6p'snew Theory, is fuch^ you fay, as no Critic 
e/r Grammarian cdn admit •. On the contrary, I muft ]prefuBie 
to think, becaufe I have now (bewn, that no Critic or Gram- 
flsarian, whodeferves the Name, can reaforiably ob^eft to this 
PrincipUt as it allows all that is neceffary to be fuppofedof an 
Snfpired Language, its Sufficiency to give clear Intelligence : So 
dear^ that, had the Idioms of the new Language been tnfpired 
too, it could not, in the general View of Providence, who in- 
tended this Intelligence for the Ufe of all People aitd Languages^ 
have been clearer. 

But your unfavourable Sentiment of the Biftiop's Principle 
arifes from your Mifconceptton of the Grcurnfiances, Abilities, 
and Qualifications of the Apodles, when they addrefTed then^ 
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felvef to the Work of ihcir IVTiniflry, and efpecially to the Work 
of compofing Books for the Inftraflion of the Faithful m this 
originally iofplred Language. 

When the Greek Language was firft infufed, it would, no 
doubt, be full of their native Phrafes, or rather it would be 
wholly and entirely adapted to the Hebrew or Syriac Idioms, 
This ^l^ould render their Expreilion fomewhat dark and ob- 
jure to their Grecian Hearers. 

But then it would be intelligible enough to thofe, to whom 
they firft and principally addrefled themfelves, the Hellenijik 
jfrws^ who, theugh they underftood Greek beft, were gene- 
rally no Strangers to the Hebrew Idiom. 

Further ftill, though this Hebrew-Greek Language was all 
that was originally infufed into the Apoftles, nothing hinders 
but that they might, in the ordinary Way, improve themfelves 
in the Greek Tongue, and fuperadd to their infpired Know- 
ledge whatever they could acquire, befides, by their Conver- 
fation with the native Greeks, and the Study of their Language, 
For, though it can hardly be imagined, as the Bifhopfays, that 
the infpired Writers bad cultivated their Knowledge of the Lan^ 
guage on the Principles of the Grecian Eloquence *, that is, had 
formed and perfeAed their Style by an anxious and critical At« 
tendon to the Rules and PraAice of the Greek Rhetors, yet 
we need not conclude that they wholly neglected to improve 
themfelves in the Knowledge and Ufe of this new Language* 
So that by the Time they turned themfelves to the Gentiles, 
and ftill more by the Time they applied themfelves to pen the 
Books of the N, T. they might be tolerable Matters even of the 
peculiar Phrafeology of the Greek Tongue, and might be able 
to adapt it, in a good Meafure, to the Greek Idioms. 

All this, I fay, is very fuppofahle ; becaufe their turning to 
the Gentiles was not till near ten Years, after the Defcent of 
the Holy Ghoft upon the Apoftles ; and the Date of their ear- 
lieft Writings, penned for the Edification of the Church, wai 
not till near twenty Years after that Period : In all which 
Time, they had full Leifure and Opportunity to acquire a 
competent Knowledge of the native Idiomatic Greeks abun* 
*Do6t. of Grace, p,4r, 
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dandy fofBdem to anfwer all Ends of Clearads and InAruc* 
ti^n* 

Bufl I go further and fay, it is not only very fuppofable, and 
iperfcdUy conGftemt with all the Bi(hop has advanced on the 
SubjeA of Infpiration, that the facred Writers might thus im- 
prove thcmfelves, but it is, likewife, very clear and certain, 
that they did. . How elfe are we to account for that DifFerence 
of Style, obfervable in the facred Writers, whofe Expreffion 
h more or lefs coloured by their native Hebrew ldioms,accord- 
ding as their Acquaintance with the Greek Tongue was more 
or lefs perfeft ? There were ftill, no Doubt, very many of 
their own native Idioms^ interfperfed in their moft improved 
Greek : As muft ever be the Cafe of Writers who compofc in 
a foreign Tongue, whether acquired in the ordinary Way, or 
fupernaturally in(ufed into them : But thefe Barbarifms, as 
they are called, I mean tliefe Syriafms or Hebraifms, are not 
fo conftant and perpetual as to prevent their Writings from 
giving clear Intelligence. In ftiort, the Style of the infpired 
Writers is just that which we ihould naturally expeA it to 
be, on this Suppoiition of its being fomewhat improved hf 
Ufe and Exercife. and which the learned Bifhop accurately 
(and in perfeft Conjijiency with his main Principle, afthe Therms 
pnly being infpired^ with the congruous Ufe of them) defines it 
to be, ** Greek JVords very FKEqvEnrLY delivered in Sy- 
riac or Hebrew IdiomsJ^ ^ 

Thus, in every View, the Bifliop's grand Principle may be 
fefely admitted. All that we need fuppofc, and therefore all 
that is reafonable to be fuppofed, is, 7 hat the Terms of the 
Greek Language^ and a Grammatical Congruity in the Ufe of 
them, was' miraculoufly infufed : The Reft would be compe- 
tently and fufBciently obtained by the Application of ordinary 
Means, without a Miracle. 

After faying fo little, or rather after ikying indeed nothings 
that affefts the Blftiop's Principle, I cannot but think it is 
vUh an ill Gra^e you turn yourfelf to cavil at the following in- 

* Doft. of Grace, p. 45. 
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tldental Obfervathn .of his Lordihip, which yet wHI be found 
a$ true and as juft as any other he has made od this Subject. 

To thofe, who might expeft, thaty htftdes thefimpU Impref- 
fan of the Greek Terms onlyy and their Signification on the 
Minds of the iofpired Lingoifts, Snother /hould have been madt 
to inrich the Mind with all the Ideas which go towards the Com' 
pofing the Phrafes and Idioms of the Language fo infpired (all 
which had been neceflary, if the infpired Language had been 
intended for a perfeft Model of Grecian Eloquence) the Bi- 
(hop replies — * This latter Impreffion feems to require^ or ra- 
« ther indeed implies, a previous one, of the Tempers, Fa- 

* (hions, and Opinions of the People to whom the Language 

< is native, upon the Minds of them to whom the Language 

* is thus imparted ; becaufe the Phrafe and Idiom arifes from 

< and is dependent on thofe Manners'. But fuch an Impref- 

< /ion, as this, he goes on to (hew, was not to be expefVed, 

It is clear from this PaflTage, that the Bifhop is fpeaking of 
an hnprejjion^ neceiTary to be made on the Minds of the Appf- 
ties, if the infpired Language had been fo complete as to ex- 
tend to all its native Phrafes and Idioms. If the Apoftles were 
inftantly to poffefs the infpired Greek in this Perfeftion, it is 
neceiTary to fuppofe that this Iq/i Impreffion muft, as well as 
that of the Terms, be made upon them. Can any Thing be 
more certain and undeniable, than this Jffirmaticn f Yei, ia 
p. 86. of your Book, you have this firange Pailage. 

After having (hewn, as you fuppofe, that the Bi(hop*s 
grand Principle, of the Infpiration (^ the Terms only, Oands 
on a very infecure Foundation, " Perhaps, you fay, it is no 
" lefs HAZARDOUS to affirm, that a Knowledge of the Jdiom 
** or Phrafeology of any Language, always implies a previous 
'* Knowledge of the Cuftoms and Manners of thoie to whoot 
" it is vernacular ." 

You intended, no Doubt, in your Cenfnre of this hazardous 
Pofition, to oppofe fomething which the Bifhop had affirmed. 
Be pleafed now to caft your Eye on the Paflage you criticize^ 
and tell me where the BUhop afleris, that a Knowledge oftht 
Idiom or Phrafeology of any Language always implies a pre-' 
3 Do£^. of Grace, p. 43. 
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ifi&us Knowledge of the Cuftoms and Manners of thofe to ivhom it 
is vernacular. What the Bifhop afTerts is. That an Imv res- 
siON of the Phrafes and Idioms of an infptred Language implies li 
previous Impression of the Tempers^ Fajhions^ and Opinions 
of the People to whom the Language is native, upon the Minds cf 
them to whom the Language //thus imparted: That i'?, if a 
Knowledge of 'the Fdioms had been imprejfed, a Knowledge of 
the Cuftoms and Manners, from which thofe Idioms arifc, 
and without a Knowledge of which they could not beunder- 
ftood (as they were to be, by the Recipients of this fpiritual 
Gift) muft have been imprejfed, likewife. No, you fay ; a 
Knowledge of tht Idiom of a Language does not always imply a 
previous Knowledge of the Manners. Who fays it does ? Wc 
may come to tnow the Idioms of Language, without a divine 
Impirejfmt : and without fuch Impreffion, for any Thing appears 
to the contrary, the Bi(h )p might fuppofc the facred Writcrt 
came by their Knowledge, fo far as they poffefied it, of the 
Greek Idioms. But the Imprejfton of fuch Idioms could only 
come from another ■ and previous Imprtfjion of the CuAoms and 
Manners : becaufe in this Cafe, without a previous Impreffion 
df the Cuftoms and Manhers^ the Idioms themfelves, when im • 
prcffed, could not have been underftood, nor confequently put 
to Ufe, by the Pcrfons) on whom this Impreffion was made. 
They had no Time to recur to Lexicons, Grammars, and 
Commentaries to know the Meaning of the imprefled Idiom^. 
How then were they, on the Inftant, to know their Meaning 
«t all, but hj z previous Impreffion of the Manners, from 
which they arofe, and which 'would put them into a Capacity 
•f Underftanding thefe impreffed Idioms ? 

In a Word, the Biftiop i« fpeaking of supernatural 
impression: v you, of natural knowledge. No 
wonder, then, your Rcafoning and your Learning, in the 
concluding Pages of this Chapter, (hould look entirely heftdi 
the Matter in Hand, or, atbeft, (hould lookfo^^tvon the 
Biihop*6 hazardous Pofttion. It is certain, you arc far enough 
out of all Danger of encountering it, when you entrench your- 
fclf, at Length, behind this diftant and fecure Conclufion— 

" that 



^* that the I!^Dowledge of Idiom is fo far from requiring, or 
•* implying a previous one of Tempers, Manners, &c. that 
•• the very CONVERSE of this feemstobe ? he fafer PriDciple ; 
*^ and that Tempers and Manners are not to be learned, with- 
** out fome Degree of previous Acquaintance with the .Pcculi- 
** aritiesof a Language*:** a PVopofition,\vhich, though excep- 
tionable enough, as you put it, and even fuggefting fome plea* 
fast Ideas, lam in no Humour, at prefent, to conteft with you. 

This, Sir, xs thb whole of what I find advanced by you, i 
that hath any Shew or Appearance of being intended as a Con* 
futation of the Argument by which the Bi(hop fupports his 
riRST Paradox; in Oppofition to Dr. Middleton's Opi- 
nion, That an infpirti Language mu/i netis be a Language oj 
ptrfeSf Ehquence. The Bilhop has told us in very accurate 
Terms what he conceives the CharaAer of an infpired Laoguage 
muft needs be : and I have at leaft (hewn, that the Charac- 
ter he gives of it may be a juft one, notwithftandiog any 
Thing you have obje6i:ed to it in your learned Dii&rtation. 

I now proceed to the Biftiop's second Paradox ; which 
oppofes Dr. MiddIeton's fecend Propofition^ Ihat Eloquenit 
is fomething CMgenialand ijfeniial U human Speech^ and in-' 
herent in the Onfiitution ef Things. 

' This fuppofes, fays the Bi(hop, that there is fome certain 

* Archetype in Nature, to which that Quality refers, and 

* on which it is to be formed and modelled. And, indeed, 

* admitting this to be the Cafe, one (faould be apt enough W 

* conclude, that when the Author of Nature condefccnded to 
/ infpire one of thefe plaflic Performaoces of human Art, be 

* would make it by the exaAed Pattern of the jlr^etyft. 

* Bm the Propofition is fanciful and falfe. Eloquence is 

* not congenial or eflential to human Speech, aor is there any 

* Archetype in Nature to which that Quality refers* It h 

* accidental and arbitrary, and depends on Cuftom and Fa- 

* fhion: It is a Mode of human Communfcattm whick 

^ Diflerc p. St. 
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^ changes witti the efaanging Climates of the Earth ; ^nd b as 
' various and unftable as the Geoios, Temper, and Manners 

* of its diverfified Inhabitants, For what is Purity but the 

* Ufe of fuch Terms^ with their multiplied Combbations, as 

* the Intereft, the Complexion, or the Caprice of a Writer or 

* Speaker of Authority hath preferred to its Equals r What is 

* ELEGANCE but fuch a Tum of Idiom as a faftiionable Fancy 
^ hath brought into Repute? And what is Sublimity but 

A ' the Application of fuch Images, as arbitrary or cafual Con- 

* nexions, rather than their own native Grandeur, have dtg-^ 

* nified and ennobled ? Now Eloquence is a Compound of 

* thefe three Qualities of Speech, and confequently mud be^ 

* as nominal and unfubftantial as its conftituent Parts. So thac« 
^ that Mode of Compofition, which is a Model of p€rfe£l Eh'^ 

* quence to one Nation or People, mufl appear extravagant or 

* ^nean'to another. And thus in Faft it was. Indian and 

* Ailatic Eloquence were efteemed hyperbolic, unnatural, ab- 

* rupt and puerile to the more phlegmatic Inhabitants of Rom^ 

* and Jthens. And the wcftern Eloquence, in its Turn, ap- 

* peared nervelefs and effeminate, frigid or infipid, to the har- 
' dy and inflamed Imaginations of the Eaft. Nay, what is 

* more, each Species, even of the moft approved Genus^ 

* changed its, Nature with the change of Clime and Language; 

* and the fame Expreffion, which, in one Place, had th6 

< utmoft Simplicity, had, in another, the utmoft^W/W.' 
The Bifhop then proceeds to illuftrate this laft Obfervatiod 

by a famous Inftance, taken from the firft Chapter of Genefts^ 
and then recapitulates and enforces his general Argument in the 
following Manner. 

• Apply all this to the Books of the N. T. an authorized 

< Colleftion, profefledly defigned for the Rule and Direftioii 

* ofMankind.Nowfucha Rule demanded that it (houldbe in- 

* fpired of God. But infpired Writing, the Objeftors fay, 
^ implies the moH perfeSf Eloquence. What human Model thea 

* was the Holy Ghoft to follow ? And a human Model, of ar- 

* bitrary ConftruAioD, it muft needs be, becaufe there was no 

^J>Q€t of Grace, p. ^i, 6}. 
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' Other : Or, if there were another, it would never fuit the 
' iPurpofe, which was to make an Impreffion on the Minds and - 
' Affcftions 5 and this Impreffion, fuch an Eloquence only as 
^ that which had gained the popular ear, could efiedl. Should 
^ therefore the eq^ern Eloquence be employed ? But this would 

* "be too inflated and gigantic for the fFe/i. Should it be the 
f weftem ? But this would be too cold and torpid for the Eajl. 
f Or, fuppofe the generic Eloquence of the more poliftied Nati- 

* ons was to be preferred, which,y/>^nVx of it was to be employed? 

* The rich Exuberance of the Afiatic Greeks, or the dry Con- 

* cifenefs of the Spartans ? The pure and poignant Eafe and 

* flowing Sweetncfs of the Attic Modulation, or the Strength 
^ and grave, Severity of the Roman Tone? Or ihould all give 
' Way to that African Torrent, which arofe from the ferniented 

* Mixture of the Dregs of Greece and Italy, and foon after ovcr- 
f flowed the Church with theological Conceits, in a fparkling 

* Luxuriancy of Thought, and a fombrous Ranknefs of Ex- 
' preffion ? Thus various were the Species ! all as much dc- 
' cried by a different Genus, and each as much difliked by ^ 

* different Species, as the Eloquence of the remoteft Eaft and 
f Weft, by one another *.' 

Thus far the learned Bifliop, with the Spirit and Energy, as 
you will obferve, of an ancient Orator ^ ; and, Jet me add^ 
with a Juftnefs and Force of Rcafoning, which would have 
done Honour to the beft ancient Philofopher. But here we fe- 
parate ^gain. You maintain, with Dr. Middleton, that 
Eloquence is fomething congenial qnd ejfential to human Speech : 
While /, convinced by the Biftiop's Reafoning in thefc Para- 
graphs, maintain that it afTuredly is not. 

The Subjeft, indeed, afFoi ds great Scope to your rhetorical 
Faculties ; and the Caufc, you maintain, being that, as you 
conceive, of the ancient Orators, and even of Eloquence itfelf, 
you fufFer your Enthufiafm to bear you away, without controul ; 
and, as is the natural EfFeft of Enthufiafm, with fo little Me- 
thod and Prccilion of Argument, that a cool Examiner of your 

• Dq^, of Grace, p. 55, jS. 
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Work hardly knows how to follow you, or where to taHc Aim 
at you, io your aery and uncertain Flight. However^ I (hall 
do my beft to reduce your Rhetoric to Reafon; I mean^ tore- 
prcfent the Subftance of what you feem to intend by Way *t£ 
Argument againft the Bifliop's Principle, leaFing your Elc- 
quence to make what Iinpreilion on the gentle Reader it may. 

And FIRST, in Oppofition, as you fuppofe, to the Bifliop't 
Tenet, That Eloquence is hjot fomething congenial and ejential 
" to human Speechy' you apply yourfelf to (hew, through fc- 
veral Chapters, that Tropes, Metaphors, Allegories, and uni* 
yerfally what are called by Rhetoricians Figures of Speech^ arc 
natural and necefTary ExpreOions of the Fafiions, and have 
their Birth ia the very Reafon and Conftitution qI Things. To 
make out this important Point is the fole Drift of your i, ii, 
III, and ivih Chapters ; in which you feem to me to be con- 
tending for that which nobody denies, and to be difputing 
without an Opponent. At leaft, you can hardly believe that 
the Bifhop of Gloucejier is to be told, that Metaphors, Alle- 
gories, and Similitudes are the Offspring of Nature and Ne- 
ccllity. He, who has, %uith the utmoft Jujinejs and Eleganc0 of 
reafoning, as you well obferve *, explained this very. Point, 
himfclf, in the Divine Legation, 

What then are we to conclude from thefe elaborate Chap*' 
ttrs? Why, that by fome unlucky Miftake or other, let ua 
call it only by the fofter Name, of Jnattenttjfn, you have en- 
tirely mifreprefented the Scope and Purpofe of all the Bi(hop 
has faid on the Subjeft of Eloquence. And that this is no 
hafty or groundlefs Charge, but the very Truth of the Cafe, 
tvill clearly be feen from a brief Examination of the Bi(hop's 
Theory, compared with your Reafonings upon it. 

The Pofition, that Eloquence is fomething congenial andefr 
fential to human Speech^ fuppofeSy fays the Bifhop, that there i^ 
fome certain Archetype in Nature^ to which that ^ality refers, 
0nd on which it is to he formed and modelled. 

The Bifhop, you fee, requires an Archetype to be pointed out 
to him of that confummate Eloquence, which is faid to be con^ 

' Dx%t.. p^ 4« 
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fintal and eJfentUl to human Speech. The Demand is furely 
reafonable; and not difficult to be complied with, if fuch an 
Archetype do, in Faft, fubfift. But do you know of any 
fuch i Do you refer him to any fuch ? Do you fpecify that* 
Compofttion ? Or do you fo much as delineate thatyJr/ of Cora- 
pofitioo, which will pafs upon all Men under the Idea of aa 
Archetype ? Nothing of all this. Permit us then to attend to 
the Bifbop's Reafoning^ by which he undertakes to prove that 
no fuch Archetype does, or can exift. 

* The Propofition (that affcrts, there rs fuch an Archetype) 

* is fanciful and falfe. Eloquence is not congenial or efTeotiai 

* to human Speech, nor is there any Archetype in Natuce to 
^ which that Quality refers. It is jiccidental and arbitrary, and 

* depends on Cuftom *and Fafhion : It is a Mode of humaa 

* Communication which changes with the changing Climates pf 

* the Earth ; and is as various and undable as the Genius, Tem- 
^ per, and Manners of its diverfified Inhabitants.*' 

The Bi(hop afferts there is no Archetype^ becaufe Eioqueijicc 
is a variable Thing, depending on Cuftom and Falhion j is 
nothing abfolute in itfelf, but relative to the Fancies and Pre- 
judices of Men, and changeable, as the different Climes they 
inhabit. This general Reafon fe^ms convincing ; it appeals to 
Faft, to Experience, to the Evidence of Scnfe. But the 
learned Prelate goes further. He analyzes the complex Idea of 
Eloquence ; He examines the Qualities of Speech, of which it 
is made up; and he fhews that they are nominal and unfubr 
ftantial. Hence it follows, again. That there is no Archetype 
in Nature of perfcft Eloquence ; its very conflituent Parts, z^% 
they are deemed, having no Subft^nce or Reality in them. 

But why (hould the Bi(hop condcfcend to this Analyfis, wbca 
bis general Argument feemed decifive of the Queflion ? For 4 
good Reafon. When the Bifhop afked for an. Archetype^ 
ihough you are fliy of producing any, he well knew that the 
Mafters of Eloquence, thofe I mean who are accounted fuch 
in thefe Parts of the World, had pretended to give one, Hp 
jci^ew tl^e Authority of thefe Maflers of human Speech with thf 
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Sort of Men he haJ to deal with : he therefore takes the Ar- 
jehetype, they have given, and ftiews, apon their owo Ideas of 
Eloquence, it is a mere Phantom. 

It is not to be fuppofed that the Biihop, in touching inciden- 
tally the Qucftion of Eloquence in a theological Treatife, 
Cioirld follow the Greek and Latin Rhetors through all the 
Kiceties and Diftinftions of their Art, or (hould amufe himfelf 
or us with a minute Detail of all the Particulars which go to 
the making up of this mighty Compound, their Archetypal 
Idea of human Eloquence. If he had been fo pleafed, and 
bad bad no better Bufinefs on his Hands, it is likely he could 
Itave told us News^ as you have done, out of .Aristotle, 
l>ONGiNUs, and Cicero. But his Manner is to fay no mox6 
on a Subject, than the Occafion mates neceflary ; which, in 
the prefent Cafe, was no more than to acquaint his Reader, in 
Tcry general Terms, with the conftituent Parts of Eloquence 
vhich he, refolves ioto thefe three, Purity, Elegance 
nd Sublimity. 
But this you q?\\ a mojt illogical Divifion of Eloquence % for 
that the Bijhop hath not only enumerated the conftituent Parts 
imperfeSily ; but, of the three ^altties which he hath exhi^ 
litedy thefirji is included in thefecond, and the third is not ne^ 
crjfarily and univerfally a Part of Eloquence '• 

The Enumeration, you fay, /> imperfe^. Yet Purity^ I 
think, denotes whatever comes under the Idea of PROPRiETYt 
t'ar i?, of approved Cuftom, as well as grammatical Ufe, in 
any Language; Elegance-, expreffes all thofe Embellifhments of 
Compofition, which are the EfFeft of Art; and I know no 
fitter Term than Sublimity^ to ftand for tbofo Qualities of 
Eloquence, which are derived from the Efforts of Genius, or, 
natural Parts. Now what elfe can be required to com- 
plete the Idea of Eloquence, and what Defeft of Logic can 
tbere be in comprehending the various Properties of hnman 
Speech under thefe three generic Names? The Divifion is 
fiirely fo natural and fo intelligible, that few Readers, I be- 
lieve, will te difpofed to objeft with you, that thefirji of th^ 

?T>iflcit. p.4it 



C 257 ] * 

tbfM ^alitus is included in the ftcondj and that the third is 
not nectjfarily and univerfally a Part of Eloquence. 

But let the Biftiop's Enumeration be ever fo logical^ yoti 
further quarrel with his Idea of thefe three conftitucnt Parts 
of Eloquence, and his rcafoning upon them. 

• What, fays his Lordftiip, is Purity but the Ufe of fuchi 

* Terms with their multiplied Combinations, as the Intereft, the 

* Complexion, or the Caprice of a Writer or Speaker of Autho- 

* rity hath preferred to its equals V 

This idea of Purity in Language you think ftrange ; and yet 
in the very Chapter in which you fet yourfelf to contemplate 
apd to reprobate iVxsJirange Idea^ you cannot help refolving 
Purity into Vfage and Cujiom^ that is, with Qdinctilian, 
into Confenfum Eruditorum \ which furely is but faying in other 
Words with the Bifhop, that it confifts in the Ufe offuch Terms, 
with their multiplied Combinations^ as thejntereji^ the Complex^ 
ion, or the Caprice of a JVriter or Speaker of Authority hath re- 
ferred to its Equals — for Equals they undoubtedly were, till 
that Ufage or Cuftom took Place; When this Confent of the 
l^earned is once eftabliftied, every Writer or Speaker, who pre- 
tends to Purity of Expreffion, muft doubtlefs conform to it : 
But previoufly to fuch Confent, Purity is a Thing arbitrary 
enough to juflify the Bi(hop*s Cooclufion, that this Quality is 
mt congenial and effential to human Speech. 

Next, the BiQiop a(ks, * What is Elegance but fuch a 

* Turn of Idiom as a faAiionable Fancy hath brought into Ret 

• pute V 

Here, again, you grow very nice In your Inquirieis into th<e 
Idea of Fancy^ the Idea of Fajhion^ and I know not what of 
that Sort. In a Word, you go on defining^ and diftinguijbing 
to the End of the Chapter, in a Way that without Doubt 
would be very edifying to your young Scholars in Trinity CoU 
kg^% byt, as levelled agaiaft the BUhop, is certainly unfea- 
fonable and out of Place. For, define Elegance as you will, 
it finally refolves into (bmethlng that is not of the Ejfena of 
human Speech^ but factitious and arbitrary ; as depending 
much on the Tafte, the Fancy, the Caprice (call it what you 
pleafe) of fuch Writers or Speakers, as have obtained the pow 
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pular Vogue for this Species of Eloquence, and fo had the For- 
tune to bring the Turn of Idiom and Expreffion, which they 
preferred and cultivated, into general Repute. 

« Laftly/ the Biftiop a(ks, * What is Sublimity but the 

* Application of fuch Images, as arbitrary or cafual Connefti- 

* ons, rather than their own native Grandeur, have dignified 

* and enobled?' 

To this Queftion you reply by afking another, Whether 
Sublimity doth necejfarily conjiji in the Application of Images ? 
But, firfty if what is called Sublimity, generally confids in the 
Application of Images, it Is abundantly fufficient to the BiBiop's 
Purpofe : Next^ I prefume to fay, that the fublime of Eloquence, 
or the Impreflion which a Genius makes upon us by his Ex- 
preflion, confifts necefTarily anJ univerfally in the Application 
of Images^ that is, of bright and vivid Ideas, which is the true, 
that is, the received Senfe of the Word, Images^ (however 
Rhetoricians mny have diftinguiftied different Kinds of them, 
and exprefled them by difi^erent Names) in all rhetorical ^nd 
critical Works. Lajlly^ 1 maintain that thcfe bright and vivid 
Ideas are rendered intex^ejling to the Reader or Hearer from the 
Influence of Association, rather than of their own native 
Dignity and Grandeur : of which I could give fo many In- 
ftances, that, for this Reafon, I will only give your own^ 
which you lay fo much Strefs upon, of the famous Oath by the 
Souls ofthofe who fought at Marathon and Plataea * : where the 
peculiar Ideas of Interejf, Glory^ and Veneration^ affociated to 
the Image or Idea of the Battle of Marathon and Plattea^ gave 
a fubliii:e and Energy to this Oath of Demosthenes, hy the 
Souls ofthofe that fought there^ in the Conceptions of his Coun- 
trymen, which no other People could have felt from it, and of 
which you, Sir, with all your Admiration of it, have certainly 
a very faint Conception at this Time. 

I (hould here have difpatched this Article of Sublimity, but 
that you will cxpe6l me to take feme Notice of your Objeftion 
to what the Bifliop obferves, « That this Species of Eloquence 
* changed its Nature, with the Change of Clinic and Lart-^ 
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* gtiage ; and that the fame Expreffioti, which in one Place 

• had the ntmoft Siniplicity, had, in the other, the utmoft 
^fublime^:^ An Obfervation, which he illuftrates and con- 
firms by the various Fortune of the famous Paflage in Genefis^ 
G^dfaidlet there he Lighi^ and there was Light \ {ofublime^ in 
the Apprehenfion of Longinus andBoiLEAU, and fo/im/&» 
in that of Huetius and Le Clerc* 

To this pertinent Illoftration, moft ingenioufly explained 
and enforced by the learned Prelate, you reply with much Eafe, 
** That this might well be, and even in the fame Place,'' and 
then proceed to inform him of I know not what Union between 
SimpUcity and Sublimity ; though you civilly add, ** That it is 
'' a Point known to every Smatterer in Criticifin, that 
^* thefe two Qualities are fo far from being mconflftent with 
** each other, that they are frequently united by a natural and 
** infcparabk Union ♦." 

** Simplicity and Sublimity may be found together." I think 
the Propofition falfe, in your Senfe of it, at leaft* But be ic 
true, that thefe Qualities in Expreffion may be found together* 
What then ? The Qucftion is of a Paflage, whlorc thefe Qua- 
lities, in the Apprehenfion of great Critics, are found fepa* 
rately ; the one Side maintaining that it is mctt\y Jimple^ the 
other that it is merely fublime. Simplicity is, here, plainly 
oppofed to Sublimity, and implies the Abfence of it : BoihEAv^ 
after Longinus, affirming that the Expreffion is, and his Ad- 
verfaries affirming that it is not, fublime. Can any Thing fhew 
more clearly, tliat the fublime of eloquent Expreffion depends 
on cafual aJfociationSy and not on the Nature of Things ? 

But the Bifhop goes farther and tells us, what the Affocia* 
ttons were that occafioned ihefe different Judgments of the 
PafTage in Qucftion. The Idps fuggefted in it vf ere familiar, 
to the facred Writer: They were new and admirable to the 
Pagan Critic. Hence the Expreffion would be of the greateft 
Simplicity in MosEs, though it would be naturally eftecmed by 
Longinus, infinitely y«W/W. 

3 Doft, of Grace, ik 53 . 4 DifTert. p. 58. 
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Here yon cavil a little about the EScA of Familiarky: Birty 
as confcious of the Weakoefs of this Part of your Aofwer, Noi 
it rnfift^ you (ay, upon tbis, How comes it then that Boileaxt ' 

Mdmtny other Q^ri/iian Rtaiers, to whom the Idtas of Creation 
weere ai f&mdiar as to Moses hin^lf^ were yet affeHed by the 
Subli^ne of this Paffage ? You aft. How this comes to pais ? 
How ? Why in the Way, rn which fo many other firaoge 
'Tbibgs come to pa6, by the Influence of Juthority. LoKOi- 
Nirs had faid, the Expreifion of this Paflage vezsfublime. And 
mifteii he had faid this, the Wonder is t^find two Men, fuch 
a$ Ho£Tius and Lb Clerc, whodurft, alter that, hooeftly 
declare then* «yv«i Fcdings, and prefels thal^ to tbem» the ' 
Jlxpfieffion uras not fuhlime< ^ I 

But more on this Utad olJf^fhority^ prefently. 

You fee, Sk, 1 pafs ov^ thefe Chapters on the ^turHties ef 
Eloquenccy though they make fo large a Part of yodr Diffitta'- 
tion, very rapidly t and I do it, not 10 cfcape from any Force 
I apprehend th$r€ to, be in yoiu: Argument or Obfervations, 
.but; becaufe I 4m p^rfeaded that every Man, who knows what 
Lai^uage H and how it is formed^ is fo conviticed that thofe 
i^alhies of it by which it comes to be denominated ;«r^, and 
eiegahty osAintefe/ii^g^ are the Effefts o(Cu/fom, Feffiion, and 
j^ofiation, that be would not thank me for employing many 
Wvdrds on {b plain a Point. Only, as you conclude this Part 
of yoor Wd^k whh an Jppeal, which you think fufficiently 
warranted, again^he moji pofitive Decifwns of Fajbion^ CaftmSp 
or Prejudice f to^certain general and efiablijhed Principles ofra* 
tional Griticifmp^ fubveriive, as you think, of the fiifliop's whole 
Theory, I (hall behold to tell you, as I juft now promifed, 
what my Opinion is of thefe e/lablijhed Rules of ration ax 
Criticism : by which you jdll underftand how little I con-^ 
ceive the Biihop's Syftem to ff affeAed by this confident Ap- 
peal to fuch Principles. 

I hold then, that what you folemnly call the eJlabUfhed Priw" \ 

ciples of rational Criticifm are only fuch Principles as Criticifm ' 

hath feen good to eftablifh on the Practice of the Greek and jRo^ 
man Speakers and Writers \ the European Eloquence being 
-ultimately the mere Produ(fl and Refult of fuch Pradice ; aad 
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European Crittctfin being no farther rational thsLn as it accords 
to u. This is the Way, ia which ancient and modern Critics 
have gone to Work ia forming their Syftems ; and their Sy(lem$ 
deferve to be called ratUnai, becaufe they deliver foch Rules 
as Experience has found moft conducive to attain the Ends of 
Eloquence in thefe Parts of the World. Had you attended to 
this obvious Confideration, it is impoffible you (hoold have 
alarmed yourfelf fo raiuch, as you feem to have done, at the 
fiifhop*s bold Paradox^ as if it threatened the Downfall of Elo- 
quence itfelf; which, younowfee, flands exaflly as it did, and 
is jaft as fecure in all its eftabliflijed Rights and Privileges on 
1^eBi(hop's SfR^m o( th^re being no Jrchetype,of Eloqmnte in^ 
Nature^ as upon your's, that there is one. The Rujes of Cri- 
ticifm are juft the fame on either Suppofition, and will conti- 
nue the fame fo long as we take the Greek and Roman Writer9 
for our Matters and Models; nay, fo long as the Influence of 
their Authority, now confirmed apd ftrengthened by the Prac- 
tice of Ages, and ftruck deep iqto the European Notions anct 
Manners^ (ball fubfift* 

You need, therefore, be in qo Pain for the Interefts of 
Eloquence, which are fo dear to you ; nor for the Dignity of your 
Rhetorical Office in the Univerfity of Dublin ; which is furcly 
of Importance enough, if you teach your young Hearers bow 
to become eloquent in that Scene where their Employment of 
it is likely to fall ; without pretending to engage them in cer* 
tain chimerical Proje6ls how ihey may attain an eflential uni« 
verfal Eloquence, or foch as will pafs for Eloquence in all 
Ages and Countries of the World. 

You fee, Sir, if this Opinion of mine be a Truth, that it 
overturns at once the whole Strufture of your Book. We, no 
Doubt, who have been leftured in Greek and Roman Elo- 
quence, think it preferable to any other ; and we think fo, 
becaufe it conforms to certain Ruks which our Criticifm has 
eftablKhed, without confidering that thofe Rules are only 
eftablilhcd on the fuccefsful Praftice of European Writers an4 
Speakers, and are therefore no Rules at all in fuch Times and 
Places where a different, perhaps a contrary PraAice is fgl- 
towed with the fame Succeis. Let a Spartan^ an Afiatic, an 
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African, a Chinefe Syftem of Rhetoric be given : Each of thefc 
(hall differ from other, yet each (hall be bcft and moft rational 
as relative to the People for whom it is formed. Nay, to fee 
how groundlefs all your Fancies of a rational ejjential Eioquence 
arey do but rcfleft that even the European Eloquence, though 
founded on the fame general Principles, is yet different in dif- 
ferent Places, in many Refpefts. I could tell you of a Country, 
and that at no great Diftance, where that which is thought 
fupremely elegant, pafles in another Country, not lefs conver- 
fant in the ejlahlijhed Principles of rational Criticifniy for fini- 
cal ; while what, in ibis Country, is accepted under the Idea 
of Sublimity, is derided, in that other, as no better than 
Bombast.' 

What follows, now, from this Appeal to Experience, againfl: 
your Appeal to the efiablijhed Rulei ofCriticifm? Plainly this : 
That all the Rhetors -of Antiquity put together arc no Autho* 
rity againft what the Bifliop of Gloucefier aflerts concerning the 
Nature of Eloquence; fince they only tell us (and we will 
take their Word for it) what will pleafe or affeU under certain 
CircumAances, while the Bishop only queflions, whether 
the fame Rules, under all Circum (lances, will enable a 
Writer or Speaker to pleafe and affsSl. Strange I that you 
fhould not fee the Inconfequence of your own Reafoning. j 

The Bifliop fays. The Rules of Eloquence arc for the moft Jj 

Part local and arbitrary: No, you fay. The Rules are not 
local and arbitrary, for they are held reafonabie ones at 
Athens and Rome. Your very Anfwer (hews, that they were 
local and arbitrary. You fee, then, why 1 make fo flight, 
on this Occafion, of all your multiplied Citations from the an- 
cient Writers, which, how refpe£table foever, are no decifivc 
Authority, indeed no Authority at all, in the prefent Cafe. 

Hitherto, the Bifhop had been confidering Eloquence only 
so FAR as it is founded ,in arbitrary Principles and local Preju- 
dices. For though his Expreflion had been general, he knew 
very well that his Thefis admitted fomc Limitation; having 
direftly affirmed of the various Modes of Eloquence, not that 
they were altogether and in all Refpefts, but iaostIsY fantaf" 
fical^ p. 67. which, though you are pleafed to charge i^ 
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upon him as, an Inconftftency % the Reader fees it only a ne-' 
ceffary Qualificatian of his general 1 hcGs, fuch as might be 
cxpefled in fo exaft a Writer, as the learned Bifliop. He nov^r 
then attends tp this Limitation, and confiders what EfFeft 
It would hare on his main Theory. 
* It will be faid, are there not feme more fuhftanttal Principles 

* of Eloquence^ common to all the various Species that have ob-* 

* tained in the World ? — Without Doubt, there aie. — Why 

* then (hould not thefe have been employed, to do Credit to 

* the Apoftolic Infpiration ? For good Reafons : refpefting. 

* both the Speaker and the Hearers. For what is Eloquence 

* but a perfuafive Turn given to the Elocution to fupply that 

* inward, that confcious Perfuafion of the Speaker, fo necef- 

* fary to gain a fair Hearing? But the firft Preachers of the Gof- 

* pel did not need a Succedaneum to that inward confcious 

* Perfuafion. And what is the End of Eloquence, even when 

* it extends no farther than to thofe more general Principles, 

* but to ftiflc Reafon, and inflame the Paffions ? But the Pro» 
.' pagation of Chri(tian Truths indifpenfably requires the Aid 

* of Reafon, and requires no other human Aid^' 

Here, again, you are quite fcandalized at the Bi(hop's para- 
doxical Ailertions concerning the Nature and Endoi Elo- 
quence ; and you differ as widely from him now he argues on 
the Snppofition of there being feme more fuh/iantial Principles of 
Eloquence, as you did before, when he contended that mg/? of 
thofe, we call Principles, were arbitrary and capricious Things. 
You even go fo far as to infult him with a String of Queflions, 
addrefTed adHominem: for, having quoted fome Paflages from 
his Book, truly eloquent and rhetorical, you think you. have 
him at Advantage, and can now confute him out of his own 
Mouth. 

*^ Can any Thing,^ you afk, be more brilliant, more enli- 

** vened, more truly rhetorical, than thefe Paflages? What 

" then are we to think of the Writer and his Intentions ? Is he 

*' really fincere in his Reafonings ? Or are thefe eloquent 

* ** Forms of Speech fo many Marks of Falftiood ? Were they 

^ Diflert. p. So. n. ^Do^.of Grace, p 56, 57. 
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** afiumed as a Succedaneum to canfcious Perfuajton ? Atid l9 
^^ the End and Defign of them to Jlijlc Reafon and inflame the 
*' Pafions^ ?*' 

To blunt the Edge of thefe fharp and preiSog Interrogatories, 
give me leave to obferve that the main Qaeflion, agitated by 
the Bifhop, is» whether Divine lofplration can be reafonably 
expe£ted to extend fo far as to infufe a perfe£l Model of Elo-^ 
quence, and to over-rule the inrpired ApoOles in fuch Sort as 
that all they write or fpeak (hould be according to the Rules of 
the mod confammate Rhetoric. He refolves this Queftioif, ia 
' the negative : Firjl, by (hewing that there is no fuch Tking at 
vhat would be deemed a perfeA Model of Eloquence fubiift<* 
ing in Nature, a great Fart of what is called Eloquence in all 
Nations, being arbitrary and chimerical; and, fecondly^ by 
ibewing that even thofe Principles, which may be j^illy 
thought more fubAantial, were, for certain Reafons, not de- 
ferving the follicitous and over-ruling Care of a divine Infpiren 
His Reafons are thefe : Firjt^ that Eloquence, when moft ge-^ 
cuine, is but a perfuafive Turn given to the Elocutim tcfupply 
that inwardy that confcious P erfuafion of the Speaker , fo necejfary 
$0 gain a jair Hearings and which the firfi Preachers of the 
Go/pel had already by the Influence and Impreifion of the Holy 
Spirit upon their Minds : And, n^xt, that tHe £nd of Eloquence 
even whc n it extends no further than to thofe more general Prin* 
ciplesj is but tofiife Reafon, and inflame the Papons ; an End 
of a fufpicious Sort, and which the Propagation of Chriftiaa 
Tjuths, the proper Bufmefs of the facred Writers or Speak- 
ers, did not require. 

You fee thefe Reafons^ in whatever defeftive, are both of 
them founded in one common Principle, which the Biftxop every 
where goes upon, and the beft Philofophy warrants. That, 
when the Deity interpofes in human Affkirs, he interpoTes no 
further than is necejfary to the End in View, and leaves every 
Thing elfe to the Intervention and Operation of fecond Caufes. 
The Apoflles wanted no Succedaneum to an inward confcious 
f erfuafion, which the Obfervance of the general Principles of 
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Eloquence fttppUes: th<ty were not, therefore fuperoatorally 
inftrpfted io them. They wanted no Affiftance from a Power, 
that tends Ujiifie Reafon and infiame the PaJJion : It was noi 
therefore^ miraculouily imparted to them. Every Thing here, 
is rational and clofely argued. What was not neceflary, was 
sot done. Not a Word about the Inconvenience and Inutility, 
in all Cafefiy of recurring to the Rules and Practice of a chafte 
Eloquence : Not a Word to (hew, that, where Eloquence is 
employed, there is nothing but Fraud and Falfehood^ no in- 
ward Peiffuafioi^, no Confcioufnefs of Truth : Not a Word to 
infinuate, that either you or the Bi(hop (hould be refirained 
from being as eloquent, on Occafion, as you might have it in 
your Power to be, or might think fit: Nay, not a Word, 
againft the ApofUes themfelves having Recourfe to the Aids of 
human Eloquence, if they had Accefs to them^ and found them 
expedient; only thefe Aids were not required, that is, 
were not to be claimed or expeded from divine Infpiratiofl. 

Thus (lands the Biftiop's reafoning, perfeflly clear and juft. 
The only Room for Debate, is, whether his Ideas of the 
Nature and End of Eloquence be jul>, too. Elofuence^ he 
fays, is hut a perfuaftve Turn given to the Elocution to fuppfy 
that inwardy that confiious Perfuajion of the Speaker ^ fo necef- 
fary to gain a fair Hearing. The general Affirmation you do 
not, indeed cannot, rejeft or controvert ; for the great Mafter 
of Eloquence himfelf confirms it in exprefs Words — Turn op^ 
time dicit Orator^ cum videtur vera dicere, Quinctil. 
U iv. c. 2. And, again, temper ita dicat, TANquAM de causa 
uptime fentiat. 1. v. c. 13. that is, an inward conscious Perfua- 
fion is to be fupplied by the Speaker's Art. The Bifliop's Idea 
then of the Nature of Eloquence is, as far as I can fee, the very 
feme Idea, which Qijinctili an had of it. Both agree that 
Eloquence is fuch a Turn of the Elocution asfupplies that inward 
cemfcious Perfiiqfiony fo necejfary to the Speaker's Succefs. The 
Biftiop adds, that this Supply the infpired Writers did not want. 
But you will fay, perhaps, that merely human Writers may 
have this inward confcious Perfuajion, as well as the infpired. 
What then ? If human Writers can do without this Succeda- 
^neom, which human Eloquence fupplies to inward Perfuafion, 
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who obliges them to have Recourfc to it ? Yes, but they cannot 
^o fo well vfithout It. Who then forbids them to have Re- 
courfe to it ? For neither are the infpired Writers barred' of 
this Privilege : Only, as being fimply unnecessary, it was 
nor praeternaturally fupplied. Your Perplexity on this Sub- 
jeft arifes from not diftinguifhing between what is abfolutely 
necejfary, and what is fometlmes expedient : Divine Infpiratiott 
provides only for ihtfirft\ the latter Confideration belongs to 
human JPrudence. 

But it is, further, a Mlftakc to fay, that merely human 
JVriters have their inward confcious Perfuajion as well as the 
divine. They may have it, indeed, from the Conclufions of 
their own Rcafon, but have they it in the fame Degree of 
Strength and Vivacity, have they the fame full AJfurance of 
Faith, as thofe who have Truth immediately impreffed upon 
them by the Hund of God ? I fuppofe not. • 

But the Bi(hop*s Idea of the end of Eloquence, revohsyon 
as much as his Idea, of its Nature. JVhat, fays he, is the 
END of Eloquence y even when it extends no further than to thofe 
more general PrincipleSy hut iojlifie Reafon and inflame the Paf 
fions? And what other End, 1 pray you, can it have? You 
will %, To adorn, recommend, and enforce Trnth. It may 
be fo, foraetimes : This, we will fay, is its more legitimate 
End. But even this End is not accoropliftied but by Jlifling 
Reafon and inflaming the Paffons : that is, Eloquence prevents 
Reafon from adverting fmply to the Truth of Things, and to 
the Force of Evidence; and it does this by agitating and dif- 
torliing the natural and calm ftate of the Mind with rhetorical 
Diminutions or Jmplifcations, Vis oratoris OMNis, fays 

QUINCTILIAN, in AUGENDO AflNUENDOQlJE COnfiftit. . 

[1 viii. c. 3. fub fin.] Now what is this hwi Jibing Reafon? 
But it goes further : Ik inflames the Paffwnsy the ultimate End 
it has in View from Jlifling Reaf^n^ or putting it off its Guard. 
And for this, again, we have the Authority of Quinctili an, 
efftSiibus perturhandus et ab intentione auferendus orator. Non 
enim folum oratoris efl docere^ fed plus Eloquentia circa MO- 
VENDUM valet. 1. iv. c. 5. Or, would you fee a Paflage 
Irom the great Mailer of Rhetoric, where his Idea of ihis double 

.End 
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End of Eloquence is given at once ? It follows in thcfe Word$ 
^^Ubi AT)JiMis judicum wis afferenda j/?, et ab ipsa veri 
CONTEMPLATIONE abducenda mens^ ibi propriuM ora- 
TORis OPUS EST, 1. vi. c. 2. That is, where the Pajfums 
are to he inflamed and Reafonjiifled, there is the proper Vje and 
Employment of the rhetorical Jrt, So eliftiy has the Bifhop 
traced the Footfteps of the great Matter, when he gave us hii 
Idea of the End of Eloquence ! 

Well, but this Endj you fay. Is immoral; So much 
the worfe for your Syftem, for fuch is the undoubted End rf 
Eloquence, even by the Confeffion of its greateft Patrons and 
Advocates themfelves. But what ? Is this End immoral in all 
Cafes ? And have you never heard, that the PaJ/ions, as wicked 
Things as they are, may he Jet en the Side cf Truth f In (hort. 
Eloquence, like Ridicule, which is, indeed, no mean Part of 
it, may be either well or ill employed ; and though it cannot 
be truly faid, that the end of either is fimply immoral^ yet it 
cannot be denied, that what thefe Modes of Addrefs propofo to 
themfelves in all Cafes, is, to ftife Reajon and inflame the 
Pajftons. 

The Biftiop's Idea, then, of the End of Eloquence, I pre- 
fume, is fairly and fully juflified. But your Complaint now 
is, that the Bi(hop does not himfelf abide by this Idea. For 
yon find a Contradidion between what his Lordfhip fays here 
'-^that the End of Eloquence ^ even when it extends no further 
than totbofe more general Principles^ is but tojitfte Reafon and 
inflame the Pajftons^ and what he fays elfe where — that theprin^ 
cipal End of Eloquence^ as it is employed in human Affair s^ is to 
miflead Reafon^ and to cajole the Fancy and Affe^ions^. But 
thefe Propofitions arc perfe^Iy coofiftent, nor was the latter 
introduced fo much as for the Purpofe oi qualifying and palliat- 
ing zuy TXiXng that might be deemed ofFenfive in the former. 
For though Eloquence, chaftely employed, goes no further than 
to Jiife Reafon and inflame the Paffions (and the chafteft Elo- 
quence, if it deferves the Name, goes thus far), yet the princi- 
pal End of Eloquence^ as it is employed in human Affairs y is to 

« PifTert, p. 80. n. 

WjJUai 
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'ffiiJUad Reafon, which is fomething more thaa ftifiing it ; anil 
to cajole^ which is much worfe tt^Q to inflame^ the Pd(Ik>as, 
Rcafon may be stifle!), and the Paflions inflamed, whea 
the Speaker's Purpofe is to inculcate Right and Truth ; Rea- 
foQ is only in Danger of being mi sled» and the Fancy and 
AfFeftions of being cajoled, when Wrong and Error are en* 
forced by him. So very inaccurate was your Conception of the 
Biihop's ExprefSon ! which I (hould not have explained fo ou- 
nutely, but to (hew you that, when you undertook to cxpofe 
fuch a Writer, as the Bifliop, you fhould have fludied his Ex- 
predion with more Care, and (hould have underftood the Force 
of Words at another Rate, than you feem to have done iathi$ 
InAance. 

Still yon will afk, if the End be io legitimate, why (hould 
not the mfpired Writers be trufled with this powerful Engine 
of human Eloquence? The Bi(hop gives feveral Reafons : It is 
zfujpicious Inftrumenty P« 57* 1^ w** ^o improper Inflrument 
for heaven- dire£bed Men, whofe Strength was not to be de- 
rived ixom the Wifdtm of Mitt^ but from the Power of God^, 
p. 59. But the direft and immediate Anfwer it contained, as 
1 obfervcd, in thefe Words— TJ^ Propagation of ChriJHan 
Truths indifpenfably requires the Aid of Reaftm^ and requires no 
mher Aid. i. Chriftianity, which is a reafonable Service^ 
was of NeceflTity to be propagated by Force of Reafon ; in the 
Bi(bop's better ExprefSon, it indispensably required 
THE Aid of Reason; but Reafon^ he tells us in the iiext 
Words, can never be fairly and vigoroitflj exerted but in that 
favourable Interval which prec^edes the Appeal to the Pajjions^ 
J. The Propagation of Chriftianity, which indifpenfably re- 
quired the Aid of Reafon, required NO other human 
Aid : That is, no other human Means were fimply requi- 
site OR NECESSARY. God, therefore, wa4 pleafcd to leave 
his infpired Servants to the prudential Ufe and Exercife of 
their own natural or acquired Talents ; but would not fuper- 
paturally endow them with this unnecejfary Power of eloquent 
Words. The infpired Writers, even the moft learned, and by 
Nature the moft eloquent of them, made a very fparing Ufe 
pf fuch Talents, proudly facrijicing them, as the Biftiop nobly 

. an4 



t 269 ] 

and doqueatly fays, t9 the Gbry rf the everlafithg GofpiU 
But as the End was not, (b neither was the life of Eloquence, 
fimply immoral or evil in itfelf. They were Confiderations of 
Prepriety^ Prudence^ and Piety ^ which reftrained the Apoftfcs 
generally, bat not always, in the Ufe of Eloquence ; which 
was lefs decent in their Cafe, and which they could Tcry well 
do without. When the fame Confiderations prompt other 
Men, under other Circumftanccs, to afleft the Way of Elo- 
quencc, it may fafcly, and even commendably, for any Thing 
the BiOiop has faid on this Subje6b as it concerns divine Infpi- 
ration, be employed. 

Admitting then the Biihop's Ideas both of the Nature «nd 
EndoE Eloquence, the fTant of this CbaraAer in the facred 
Writings is only vindicated, not the Thing ff|f&^interdi£ted or 
difgraced. 

The Cottdufion from the whole of what the Bifhop has ad-- 
vanced on this Argument, follows in tbefe Words : 

' What, therefore, do our Ideas of Fit and Right teil us Is 
' required in the Style of .an univetlal Law i Centaioly no mone 

* than this — To employ tboCs Aids which are oommon to edl 

* Language as fuch ; and to reje£l what is pecnliar to eefchy as 

* they are cafoaliy ckcumikoced. And what are thelb Aidt 

< but Clearness and Precision ? By thefe^ the Mind and 
' Sentunents of the Compofer are inteiiigibly conveyed to the 
' Reader, Thefe Qualities are eflential to Language, as it 

* is diflingutflied from Jargpn : They are eternally the fanic^ 
' and independent on CuAom or FaSiton. To give a Lan« 

* guage cieeimefs was the Office of Philofophy ; to give it 

* Predjion w*as the Office of Grammar. Definition performs 

< th« 6f ft Service by a ReloLution of the Ideas which make 
5 up the Tertns : Syntaxis performs the facood by a Combiaa- 
' tiofliofthe feverai Parts of Speech into a fyAemadcCongra* 

* icy : Thefe aie the very Things in Language which are \ajSt 

* pofitive, as being coadtt^Ebod on the Principles of Me^aj^y- 
' ficsaodlog^c. Whereas^ all befides, from the very Power 

* of the Elements, and Signification of the Terms, to thh 

* Tropes and Figures of Compofition, are arbitrary; and. 
' what is more^ as thefe are a Deviation from thofe Principles 

•of 
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* iDf Metaphyfics and Logic, they are frequently Viciouf, 

* 'thiSy the great Mafter quoted above (Qi/inctilian) freely 
*■ confeiletb, where (peaking of that ornameated Speech, which 

* he calls <r;^«/A«1a A€^f«?j he makes the following Confeflioa 

* and Apology — cflet enim omnc fchema vitium, fi non pc^ 

* teretur, fed accideret^ Vcruoi auftoritate, vetuftate, con- 

* fuetudioe, plerumque defendicttr, fiepe eciam rations qpA- 

* dam. Ideoquc cum fit a fimplici rcftoque loquendi gcnere 

* de^exa, virtus cft> fi habct probabile aliquid quod 

* f^uatur. ®* 

There is no Part of your Book in which you exult moie 
than in the Coofutation of this obQt)xious Paragraph. It i» 
to be hoped, you do it on good Grounds— ^but let us fee what 
tbofe Grounds are* 

The Biftiop, in the Paragraph you criticifein your vth Chap-. 
ter, had faid that Tropes and Figures in Compojition, under 
certain Circumftanccs, there expreffed, are frequeatly vicious. 
You make a Difficultj of underftanding this Term, and doubt 
whether his LordQiip means Vice ivl z critical ot moral S&[ift. . 

I take Dpon me to anfwer roundlj for the BiOiop; that be ( 

meant Vicey in the critical Scnfe: For he pronounces fuch | 

Tropes and. Figures vicious, only as they are a Deviation f 

from the Principles ofMKTAi^BYSicB and logic ; and there- 
fore I prefume he could not mean Fict in the other Senfe, 
which is a Deviation from the Principles of ethics* All you 
fay on this SubjeA, then, might have been well fpared. 

This iQcidcQtal Queftion, or Doubt of your's, being cleared 
vDp^ let us now attend to the more fub/tantial Grounds you go i 

upon, in your Cenfure of the learned Bi(hop. 

He bad been fpeaking of Clearnefs and Precifton, as the 
Things in Language, which are kq/i pojitive. Whereas all be^ 
fides^ from the very Power of the Elements and Signification of 
the Terms, to the Tropes and Figures of Compofttion, are arbi^ 
trary \ andy what is mire , as thefe are' a Deviation from the 
Principles' of Metaphyfics and Logic , are frequently vicious. 

* Dofl. of Grace, p. 5S, 
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In the firfi Place, yoo fay, it were to he wijhed that hh 
Lord/hip had been pleafed to exprefs himfelf with a little more 
Precifion-^Want of Precifion is not, I think, a Fault witli 
which the Bifliop's Writings are commonly charged ; and I 
wifli it may not appear in this Indance, as it did lately in ano« 
ther, that your Mifapprchcnfionof his Argument arifcs from the 
ijery Precifion of his Expreffion. But in what does this fup- 
pofed Want of Precifidn confift ? Why, in not qualifying this 
Sentence, pafled on the Tropes and Figures of Compofttion^ 
which, from the general Terms, in which it is delivered, 
falls indifcriminately upon all VVritersand Speakers ; for that 
*• ALL Men, who have ever written and fpoken, have/r^- 
" quently ufed this Mode of Elocution, which is faid to be 
^^ frequently vicious'." Well, but from the Word, /r^- 
quently, which you make yourfelf To pleafant with, it appears 
that the Biftiop had qualified this bold and dangerous Pofiiion. 
— Yes, but this makes the Pofition Jliii more bold. Indeed ! 
The Bi(hop is then fingularly unhappy, to have his Pofition, 
firji^ declared bold for Want of being qualified, and, then, 
bolder ftill, for being fo. But your Reafon fallows. 

" What makes this Pofition flill more hardy is, that, how- 
*' ever the Condufion fccms confined and reftrained by the 
** Addition of that qualifying Word (frequently), yet the 
** Premifes are general and unlimited. It is aflTened without 
** any Reftriftion, that figurative Compofition is a Deviation 
^' from the Principles of Metaphyfics and Logic. If then it be 
** vicious as it is, i. e, hecaufe (quatenus) it is fuch a Devia- 
*' tion, it muft be not only frequently but iihvays vicious; a 
** very fevere Cenfure denounced againft almoft every Speaker, 
** and every Writer, both facred and prophane, that ever ap- 
<• peared in the World V 

Here your Criticifm grows very logical ; and notwithftdhding 
the Confidence I owned myfelf to have in the Precifion of the 
Bifiiop^s Style, I begin to be in Pain howl fiiall difengage hira 
from fo exaft and philofophical an Objeftor. Yet, as the 
Occafion calls upon me, I (hall try what may be done. j& 

* Diffcrc. p. 44. * Diffcrt. p. 25. 
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thefe (Tropes and Figures of Compofition) an a Deviation 
from the Principles af Metapbyfics and Logicy tbey are fre* 
quently viciot>s. Since the jtttribute of this Propofition is fo 
peculiariy oiFenfive to yon, your firft Care, metbinks* Ihooldl 
have been to gain precife aod exafl Ideas of the SubjeSi ; with- 
out which it is not poffible to judge whether wliat is affirmed 
of it be exceptionable, or no. 

By Trifpe$ and Figures ef Gompofitim^ you fccm to under* 
fiand MetaphnrSy AlUg$rieSy Simititudes^ and whatever eUe is 
vulgarly known under the Name of Figures of Speech. For 
in p. 19, you fpeak of Allegories, Metaphors^ and OTHitH. 
Trapes and Figures, which, you fay, are no more than Cofnpa- 
rifons and Sirmlitudes. expreffed in another Form: And your 
Concern, throughout this whole Chapter, is for the Vindica- 
tion of fuch Tropes and Figures from the fuppofed Charge of 
their being a Deviation from the Principles of Metaphyfics an4 
Logic. But now, on the other Hand, I dare b^ confident 
that the Bilhop meaat thefc T«rais, not in thh Jpeci/ic, but in 
their generic Senfe, as expreffing any Kind of Change, Deflex« 
ion, or Deviation from the plain and common Forms of Lan« 
guage. I fay, I am confident of this, i, becaufe the precift 
Spnft of the Words is fuch as I reprefent it to be; and I have 
obferV4Bd, though, it feems, you have nor, that the Biihop is 
of all othen the moft precife in his Exprcffioa. 2. Becaufe 
QviNCTiLiAK authorizes this Ufe<^ thofe Terms, who tells 
tts that— ^^r tropos vefti firmas non verb^rum moflo fedttftn^ 
fuumy et ccmpofitismisy 1. viii. c 16. And as to fguram, hn 
de£nes it to be (as the Word itfelf, he fays, imports) Bonfor^ 
matio quadam orationis, remota a communi et primum fe ojferente 
rationcj 1. ix. c. 1 . JVerds Jar gc enough to take in every poffi« 
ble Change and Alteration of common Language. So that all 
Manners and Forms of Language, different from the common 
ones, may*, according to Quinctilian, be fitly denominated 
Tropes and Figures of Compofition. 3. I conclude this to fae 
the Bi(hop*s Meaning, becaufe the fpecific Senfi of the fc W^or^ 
^wis not fufficiijnt to his Purpofc, which was to fpcak qf azl 
kinds of tropical and figured Speech. Now though Jllegoriesp 
Metaphors , and ^ other Tropes and Figt*res which are no more 
V than 
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tfki^ CmppirifafU and SJmHtudes, escprejidiu ^noihtr F^rm^ bc--^ 
l.oDg lo^ced to the Gtnus of figured {-anguage, th«y are by no 
IVlc4ps |he Midiele of it, as fo gr^at a Mafter of Rhetoric, aryour* 
fcif, very wc^i knows, 4, I conclude this, -from the peculiar 
Mode of hU^ExprcfliQO : If the Biihop had faid firoply tropef 
and Figures ofSfeecbf I might perhaps (if nothing plfc had hin- 
dered) h^ve taken him tp n^ean, as you feem. to have done, 
only Metaphors t Allegories^ and other Tropes and Figures^ ex-^ 
prejfmg^ in another Form^ Camp^rifons and Similitu^^ which, 
in vulgar life, come uncjer the Name of Tropes and Figures of 
Speech : Bot when he departs from the common Form of Ex- 
preffion and put§ \t^ Trqpes qnd Figures of CouiosniOTs, I 
infer that fo exa£l a Writer, as the Biihop, had his Reafofis foe 
thjs Change, and that be intended by it to cxpref^ more ihan 
Tropes or Figures of Speech ufually cpnvey, indeed all thai 
can any Way relate to tropical and figurative U(e of Words iqf 
•literary Compofition, 

It is now feen what the SupjEPT of this bold Propofitlon Is : 

namely, tropical or figured Language^ in general. Thi^fi>4ure'i 

•Language, as it is a Deyi^tiop from the Principles of Mctaphy- 

(ics and Logic, is frequently vicious ; i. e. is an acknowledged 

-Vice or Fault in Compofition, as fucb. We now then fee the 

Force of the Predicate. 

Well ; but if this figured Language <« be vicious as it is, 
" i. e. becaufcy quatenus^ it is fujch a Deviation, it muft not 
•* only ht frequently^ but always vicjons/' The Prcfflifes are 
general and unlimited : So muft, likewife, be the Coocliiiion. 
What Senfe, then, is there in the Word frequently f Or what 
Rood), fof thajt Qualification ? 

SejC, what it is to be a great Proficient in Logic, before one 
Jias well learnt one's Gramn^^r ! Ah u e* becaufe^ quatenusy fay 
you. How exa£Vly and critically the Engiifh Language may be 
0udied in Dublin, I pretend not to fay : But we in England 
imderfland the Particle as, not only in the Senfe of becaufe^ qua* 
tentis^ but alfo, and, I think piore frequently, in the Senfe of 
in Proportion asy according as,, or, Jf you will needs have a La- 
tin Term to explain an EnglJIh Terip, prout^ perinde i(c. .Sa 
that the' Propofiiion ftands thus : Thefe Tropes and Figures, a.c- 

T CORDIKO 
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CORDIKC A8 they area Deviation from the Principles o/MftS' 
pbyftc and Logic^ are frequently vicious. The Prcroifcs, you 
sow fee^ are qualified, as well as the Conclufion. Figured 
Language, when it deviates from the Principles of Metaphy- 
fics and Logic^ becomes vicious. Figured Language is then— 
vhat ? ahvajs vicious ? But the Bi(hop did not fay, that fi- 
gured Language is always a Deviation from thofe Principles. 
He only fays^ when it fo deviates, it is vicious. It is implied 
in the Exprcflion, that figured Language at Icudfometi^es de- 
viates from thofe Principles, and the Bifhop, as appears, is of 
Opinion that it frequently deviates : He therefore fays, confift- 
ently with his Premifes, and with his ufual Accuracy, It is/r#- 
quently vicious* 

In fliort, the Bi(hop*s Argument, about which you make 
fuch a Stir, if drawn out in Mood and Figure, would, I fnp- 
pofe, fland thus—** Tropical and figured Language, when it 
** deviates from the Principles of Metaphyfici and Logic, it 
•* vicious — Tropical and figured Language frec^ently de- 
•* viatej^from thofe Principles— Therefore tropical and figured 
** Language is frequently vicious," And where is the 
Defcft of Senfe or Logic, I want to know, in this Argumenta- 
tion ? But you impatiently afk, Are Metaphors^ Allegories^ and 
Comparifoi^s then included in this figured Language^ which it 
pronounced vicious ? To this Qlieftion, lean only reply, That 
I know not whether Metaphors, Allegories^ and Comparifons, 
are, in the Biftiop's Opinion, Deviations from the Principles of 
IVIetaphyfics and Logic ; for I cannot find that he fays any 
Thing, in particular, of this Kind of Tropes and Figures. But 
if you, or any one for you, will (hew clearly, that Metaphors, 
jillegories, and Comparifons are fuch Deviations^ the Bifliop, 
for any T|iing I know, might affirm, and might be judified in 
affirming that they were in themfelves vicious. But be not too 
much alarmed for your Favourites, if he fhould. They would 
certainly keep their Ground, though convifted of fuch T/V^ ; at 
leaft unlefs'the Rhetoricians of our Time fhould be fo dull zt 
not to be able to find out what Quinctilian ci\\s probahile 
^liquid, feme probable Pretext to jufiify or excufe them. 
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But, laAead of troubling ourfelves to guefs what the Bi(hop 
.might fkj on a SabjeA od which he has faid nothing, it is to 
better Porpofe to attend to what he has faid on the SubjeA in 
Queftion. The Bifliop has faid, That tropical and figured Lan^ 
guage isfnquently vicious. You alk when ? He replies, fVh^ 
it deviates from the Principles of Metaphyfics and Logic. But ia 
what particular Inftance doth this appear ? He tells you this 
loo. He gives you Inftances encTugb, to juilify his Affirmatfony 
that tropical and figured Language \s frequently vicious ; for he 
exemplifies his Affirmation in one w^hole Clafs of fuch figured 
Speech, as deviates from the Principles of Metaphyfics and Lo« 
gic, and is therefore vicious, namely, in the Clafs of verbal Fi^. 
gures. * This, (/. e. the Truth of the Affirmation, That fi- 

* gured Language, according as it is found to be a Deviatioa 

* fi*om the Principles of Metaphyfics and Logic, is frequently 

* vicious) the great Matter, Quinctilian, freely confefletb, 
' where, fpeaking of that ornamented Speech, which he calls 
' ^xV^1<* Xcffcof^ he makes the following Confeffion and Apo- 

* logy — eflet enim omne fchema vitium, fi non peteretnr, fed 

* accideret* Vcrum auftoritate, veiuftate, confuetudine, pie* 

* ramque defenditur, fxpeetiam ratione quad am. Ideo* 

* que cum fit a fimplici re£loque loquendi genere deflexa, vir^ 
« tu$ eft, fi habet, probabile aliquid quod fequatur V 

The Difficulty, I trufi, now begins to clear up. Figured 
Language, is frequently vicious. Of this we have an Inftance 
given in one entire Species of figured or ornamented Speech^ 
aamely cx,'if^ot As^fwf, or verbal Figures. Can any Thiqg 
be Nearer, and plainer? Yet, becaufe you have taken it into 
your Head that by Tropes and Figures of Cotnpofition the Bi(hop 
underftood, nay could only underftand, Metaphors^ Allegories^ 
and Comparifons^ you dreamt of nothing, here, but the fame 
fine Things. And though Quinctilian lay before the Bi- 
(hop, when he quoted thefe Words, though the Bi(hop*8 own 
cxprefs Words |hcw the contrary, for he fpeaks not of Tropes 
and Figures in general, much lefs of fuch Tropes and Figures as 
jou fpeak of, but folely of that ornamented Speech^ called a%^'«> 

> Qutmil. L ix« c. }• 
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jdiofa X^iooVy y<i^ win heed? feave Wm quote Qu met liijiN ift 
thfe Place J^ff^rietrig of Rhetorical figum. But let us attend 
lb QuiNCT I ti An*$ Words. Ejfit mnefchema viiittM, J[ mk 
fiitrHnrt fiiaccU&et. What! Shall U»e think that the Bifhop 
tould mean to ajferto of thiVorical Figunty that thej Would «rf* 
ivaj^siivicimtSy Hixhtywert not fought fo^y buioccnrYeiifthtm^ 
fthes f For th^, I think, is the Tranllatiott of— ^/f Hon piteren- 
i»r, fed nccvdtreht. Surdy one Way, and that the chief, in 
Which rhhyical Figures, MetctphoYSy JUegorieSy ahd Cofnpari- 
rifonty become vicious, is, when they Are fought fdfy foffrci* 
toitjly hMted ajfiery and affeBedly brought In. The Very contrary 
happths With Itisgard to thefe Verbal figures ; they are titioufr, 
%hen they are nor fought for andpurpofely affected. I confcluife 
'then; thaf his Lord (hip, who farely doe; not want cointnoa 
%en(e, Jiud, I think, underllancis Latin, did not, and could hot 
Int'end fo ckietoplify hU Obfervation ih the Cafe of rhetorical 
^Figures. 

Still Jou are Tomething pu2zled aiid pierplelted by the Bllhop's 
Ibbiefyation. Admitting htm to mean, as his Aatlior docs^ 
verbal Figures^ how can thefe be conCdcrfed as a Deviation 
from the Principles ofMetcipt^cs and logic? How ? Why, has 
not the Bifhop told us, or, if he had not, is it not certain in it- 
felf, that /^ give a Language Gearnefs is the Office ofPhilofopby ; 
and that Definition f a Part of Logic y performs that Service hy ^ 
jRefolution of the, IdeaSy ivhich make up the Terms? But theft 
Verbal Figures are often a deviation from, nay a willful Defi^ 
ancc of, all logical Defnition. Witnefs the very Inftance yoa 
and CjuiNctiLiAN give us, in Virgil's timidi dam^g. 
Logic defines dama to be the Females of that Species of Ani- 
mals, called Deer. The figurative Virgil confounds this Dif* 
tin^ion by ufing this Term for the Males y ds well as Females. 
But, univerfally, Grammar itfelf, Whofe peculiar Office is ta 
^ive Precifign toLanguagey is a Part of Ldgic LjThe Biftipp feys, 
its Jkules are conducted on the Principles ofu^ic^ But verbal 
Figuresy even when they do not offend againft ihe Striftnefs oV 
Definition, ate univerfally Violations, in fome Degree or other^ 
of Grammar, i. e. of Logic. Yet thcfc Violations of Logical 
: tUmmmar, Quinctilxan tells us, giay be allowed^ ft hahent 

prAabilt 
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trvbabile altquid qued fequdntur \ x\m is, for-lbme FahtaflKcal 
Rtalbli bt Othier, by which ^he Maftei-fe of Rlietoric are jpkated 
td t^ecdmxIMdd t^em rd lis. 

And now, Sir, let me afk, what Wcotaes bF yoor fine Cijhi- 
llleftt onQuiNbTiLiAW*^ Chapter conccrtting verlrat Pi^ures^ 
fthd, |5arlfcti!arly, of yoot^ bice DiAintKon between thefe, 4ad 
Hiitrirical Fignte^^ \vhfch the 8iflt6p, no Doubt, Wanted to be 
informed of? The Iflue of your Expteltis in Lc^5c &nd Critil 
tifth is tiow Ifcen to We thi^, Thit you have* grofsly mifreprc- 
febted the Bilhop*, abd needtefsly, at lenft, explained Quinc- 
TiLi AN. Firfl, you make thfe Bilbop talk bf fhiioHcal Pji'ures 
bwtY, lb th^ Jpeci^c Senft of the iTeVms, >»hdn his Lbl-dlh^p 
was \\\ thfe while fpeakin'g of figured Language, in generah 
Next, yoi» make him ^ellrer a bold Pofirion cobc^l-nVng rhetb- 
rical Figures, as bciag frequently vicious, becaufe a/k/^/x 'Devi- 
ations from riifc Mneiples oF Metaphyfics «tid Lbgic ; when all 
be to^ihtaios, fe, Thiit figbred Language is FREQt7£N*rLY vi*. 
cibus accordittg *s it devJateS froM ihxyk Pribciples ; ani, ih 
pztXiCMhY, Aiat fhAf Part of figbred 5pctfch, called g^attito^tl- 
cal or verbal Figures, is always vicious. 

To conclude, if ybu hid Ihcwn any*Comt)ub6Hdb, orivca 
cotatnon Refpeft in expofibg what you took to b* the fiilhop"* 
AbfUrdiiies on this Subjeft, I fliould have made a Cbbfcfenee of 
layiirg you open Ob this Head of RhHvrical and Gr/tn&nattad 
Pigufes, As ft i?, yobr ubmerciful Triumph o\^er the poofr 
felfhop, mtkcs It aHbWafete for bie to hj your DeaKog w?th 
iiim before the Reader in ill its Naketincffs ; and after What Is* 
^leen faici, I cantibt db it better than by letting hhn fee how'ftxfc 
iBiihop's ArgumebtAttbnis reprefentedby you, as drkwb outib 
yoirt 6wn Wprtis, abd tfert in full Mbbd artd Figure. 

'* i ftiould by nb Means, "fay yoii, wifllttg^y tnifrepHefiStt ^ 
"^'argument of thj Lord Bilhbp^ but upon repeated ExafeiliAi. 
*• don of the Paffagfe heV** quoted, I mttft ftate it thus t '^ r 

^QbmctiLtA*deelin»«8, that What affe called grammaWcal 
** f?g;brcs are rtsifly bb nrtH^i'thAb fauR]^ Violations of griimlWa* 
* tical Rtilc^, Adds ^W ^'brljoftiy ibirbdbced upon fotafe-rcfti^ 
^* fonable or plaufible Grounds..*' 

'■ ^ * There- 
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• Therefore, ' 'I 

** He confeflTes that Tropes and. Figures of Compofitiotr, i 
^* they are a Deviation from the Principles of Metaphyiics «| 
*• Logic, are frequently vicious." 

Yoa addy ** If this be a fair Reprefentation, it were to 
•' wifhed that the learned Author hadfafar coniefandedu 
** of confined Jbiltties^ as to explain the Connexion betwe^l 
•* thefe two Propofitions *. J 

As the learned Author^ I guefs, may be better employs 
than in this unnepefTary Talk, which yon wifi to impofe upJ 
him, I have takeii upon me to difcharge that OfHce, with M 
able Hands ; and. yet, have explained the Connexions betufei^ 
thefe two Proppjitions in fuch Sort, that, if I miftake not, w| 
(hall never hear more from you, of any Inconiiftency betweoi 
them. 1 

1 have now. Sir, gone through the fevpaL^articuIars o| 
your Dlilertation, and have (hewn, I thinlc, clearly^d invii|"> 
ciUy, that all your Objefiions to the Bimop's paradoxical Seo^ 
timents on the Subject of Eloquence are milUlceQ and whollj 
groundlefs. 

The Two^ Propoiitions, bis LordOiip took upoiji him fp 
confute. I. That an injpind Language muft needs be a La$-^ 
guagt of perfep Eloquence ; and 2. That Eloquence isjomething 
congenial and effential to human Speech^ and inherent in the 
Con/fitutio^^ Things: Thefe two Propofitions, I fay, arefo 
thoroughly coiiiifuced by the BiOiop, that not one Word of all 
you fay in any Degree affefts his reafoning, or fupports thofo 
two Propofuions againft the Force of it. I am even candid 
enough to believe that, on further Thoughts, you will not 
yourfelf be difpleafed with this ill Succefsofyour Attack on thp 
learned Prelate's Principles ; which are manifcftly calculated for 
the Service of Religion and the Honour of infpired Scripturo* 
For, though you attempt to (hew us in your two laft Chapters* 
how the Honour of infpired Scripture may be faved on other 
Principles^ yet allow me to fay that, for certain Reabos, I 
nucb queAion the Validity of thofe Priociples i at leaft, that 

• Differtrp* 34*. 
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the Perfo&s, moft concerned in this Controverff, will by n« 
'Means fubfcribe to them. If there be an Archetype of EIo» 
quence in Nature, '* one (hould be apt enough, as the Biftiop 

* fays, to conclude, that when the Author of Nature condef- 
' ccnded to infpire one of thefe plaftic Performances of human 

* Art, he would make It hf the exaded Pattern of the Arche- 

* type*.* Or, whatever you and I and the Bi(hop might con- 
clude, aflTure yourfelf that the Objedors to infpired Scripture 
will infallibly draw that Condlufion. And» when they do fo, 
and fortify themfeWes, befides, with the Authority of fo great 
aMafter of Eloquence, as yourfelf, it will be in vain, I doubt, 
CO oppofe to them your ingenious Harangues and Encomiums 
on the eloquent Compoiition of the facred Scriptures. Nay, it 
would give you, no Doubt, fome Pain to find that, though 
they ftiould accept your Authority for theTruth of their favou- 
rile Principle of th^re being an Archetype in Naturt ofperfeSf 
Eloquence^ they would yet rejeft your Harangues and Encomia 
iims with the Difdain which is fo natural to them. The Ho« 
nour of facred Scripture will then hang on a Queftion of Ta^e : 
and unluckily the Objeftors are of fuch an Authority in that 
Refpeft, that there is no Appeal from their t)ecifions of it. 

The Contemplation of thefe InconveniencieSy together with 
the Love of Truths determined- me to hazard this Addrefs to 
you. I will not deny, befides, that the mere JuflUe due to a 
great Chara£ler, whom I found fomewhat freely, not to fay 
injurioufly treated by you, was, alfo, tf«^ Motive with me. if 
ladd ftill anothir, it is fuch as I need not difown, and which 
you, of all Men, will be the lafl to objeA to, I meail a Mo* 
live of Charity towards yourfelf, 

I am much a Stranger to your Perfon, and, what it may per- 
haps be fcarce decent for me to profefs to you, even to your 
Writings. All I know of yourself. Is, what your Book tells 
me, that you are diflinguifhed by an honourable Place and 
Office in the Univerfity of Dublin: and what I have heard of 
your Writings, makes me think favourably of a private 
Schdar^ who, they fay, employs himfelf in fuch Works of 
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Lpiroipg and T^% ^varqfJmper tQ io^H 4 R^V(w«k}f li^. 
young Minds for tjie..beft Mqd^^s of AutW eio%.uK|C(?« Whil^ 
you are thus crevira.bjjr ftatiooed, aod 1^06 ukinlty cro^pj?- 
ed, I could liot buc feq:l fpmci Cosopra forr the Hurt yqu wens- ^ 

likely to do yourf^lf by'irog^ifig ia (o ^varm ar^d (o upnecdijarr 
an Qppofiti.op tq a ^riV<r, .4$ jjpij cbarg^Uriie liioij ';^,4/£f- 
tin^utjhed Emin^^ \ Tjgi^ Wc^s^ ,M;J^n 9VeQ with us-oa.fhjs. 
fide the Water, thp Nqvchy pf th]3 Wriipr^ PQ(itjon$v ?h4 iW. 
Envy, which ever att^pds fupeciorMqrir, difp9ftd fomc vfa«|R 
f erfons to open, and pipfacme with pia^y hard Wa>rd?,, ibft. 
uopopul^r Cry ^gainft biflp, of })^ being a bold a|Mi EARAn,' 
i^QXicAL Writer. 3ut R^flc^ion and E^pericQce have q^i^h 
€.4 this Alarm. Men of Seqfe nnd Judgement bow coqfidcr his. 
Paradoxes as. yery h^r^il^fs,, pay, as v^ry iober and cerlaic^ 
Truths ; and ey^n \;ye yiih each pth«r in their Zea} of Build- 
ing iipoR then), as the fi^-eft Pafis, on yfhiqh ^ jhA a^d rqtjon^ 
VipdicatiQn of pur csminpa Rcligiop qart b^ pifed. TW A 
the prefent St^tc of things with u$, and efpecf4!y, tbey fey, ia 
thp Uftivcrfities of this Kingdom, 

It was, therefore, »Dt without fpnac, Si^rprizc, ^od, a? I 
laid, with iniich real Concern, that j found a Gcntlefn*n oif 
X^earning at^d Education revive, atfuqh ^ Junfture, fhaf^f^le 
^nd wora-out Topic, and difgrace himfelf by propagating thisr 
Clamour of 1 know pot "wV^t pqri^doMiccd Bnf^nefs^ ^iv Ipj?^ 
pjjt of Date, in the mnch-apprpved Writings of this great 
Frelate, Npr was the Diftionour to yqurfelf, thp g©ly Cjr- 
ijumft^^npe to be lan;cn^ed. You were driving with aij yppr 
MigJit, to ipfijfe Prejudices into the Minds of qaaay ing^nipua. 
and virtuous young Men^ whoaa you would fiyely be (orry to 
isyfl^ad ; and who would ow« you little Thank« for pf^po^^- 
ing th^ip with unfayourabJe SjEixfunppts of fuch ^ Man ^pd Wri*- 
ler, as the Bifhpp of Gloucc/ier^ thejy will fin^, is g^i^erfdly 
efteemed lo be. 

Tbcfe, then, were thfi CoDfideratio^s, which induced vac to 
jEypoploy an Hour or two of Leifurc in giving your Book a Ix^p. 
]§;2^amipatioa. I have done i( in as fpw Words as polTible, qfnd 

♦ Adv. to thft Piflpo^ . 
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ina Manner which no reafonable and candid Man, I periudt 
IDTfelf, will difapprove. I know what Apologies may be re- 
qtfifite to the learned Bifhopfor a Stranger's engaging in this 
dpdous Tafk. But to. yon^ Sir, I make none: It is enough 
if any Benefits to yourfelf or others may be derived from it. 



I am with Reipeft, kc 
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